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order to attack the life of the family,
but it prepares and protects the union
and stability of marriage, whose honor,
fidelity and holiness it guards and devel-
ops. At the same time it sustains and
cements the civil and political order by
giving on one side most eflicacious aid
to authority, and on the other by show-
ing itself favorable to the wise reforms
ard the just aspirations of the classes
that are governed by imposing respect
for rulers and enjoining whatever obedi-
ence is due to them, and by defending
unwaveringly ‘the imprescriptible rights
of the human conscience,. And thus it
is that the people who are subject to her
influence have no fear of oppression be-
cause she checks in their eflorts the rul-
ers who seek to govern as t)'l'ﬂ“‘s.
Fully aware of this divine power, We
from the very beginning of Our Pontifi-
cate, have endeavored to place in the
clearest light the benevolent designs ol
the Church and co increase as far as pos-
sible along with the treasures of her doc-
trine, the field of her salutary action.
Such has been the object of the principal
acts of Our Pontificate, notably in the
Encyclicals en  Christian Philosophy, on
Human Liberty, on Christian Marriage,
on Freemasonry, on the Powers of Gov-
ernment, on the Christian Constitution
of States, on Socialism, on the Labor
Question, and the Duties of Christian
Citizens, and other analogous subjects.
But the ardent desire of our soul has
not been merely to illumine the mind,
We have endeavored to move and to pur-
ify hearts by making use of all Our pow-
ers to cause Christian virtue to flourish
among the peoples. For that reason
we have never ceased to bestow encour-
agement and counsel in order ‘to elevate
the minds of men to the good of the
world beyond ; to enable them to subject
the body to the soul; their earthly life
to the heavenly one; man to God.
Blessed by the Lord, Our word has been
able to increase and to strengthen the
convictions of a great number of men;
to throw light on their minds in the dif-
ficult questions of the day; to stimu-
late their zeal and to advance the var-
ious works which have heen undertaken.
It is especially for the disinterested
classes that these works have been inau-
gurated and have continued to grow in
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every country,as is evident from the in-
crease of Christian charity which has al-
vays found in the midst of the people its
favorite field of action. 1If the harvest
has not been more abundant, Venerable
Brothers, let us adore God who is tnyse
teriously just and beg Him,at the same
time, to have pity on the blindness of so
many souls,to whom unhappily the terri-
fying word of the Apostle may be ad-
aressed :  The god of this world has
blinded the minds of unbelievers,that the
light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ
who is the image of God,should not shine
to them.” (II Corintlians iv; 4.)

The more the Catholic Church devotes
itsell to extend its zeal for the moral
and material advancement of the peoples,
the more the children of darkness rise
in hatred against and have recourse to
every means in their power to tarnish its
divine beauty and paralyze its action of
life-giving reparation. How many false
reasonings have they not made and how
many calumnies have they not spread
against it! Among their most perfidious
devices is that which consists in repeat-
ing to the ignorant masses and to sus-
picious governments that the Church is
opposed to the progress of science, that
it is hostile to liberty, that the rights of
the state are usurped by it and that po-
litics is a field which it is constantly in-
vading,  Such are the mad accusations
that have been a thousand times repudi-
ated and a thousand times refuted by
sound reason, and by history, and, in
fact, by every man who has a heart for
honesty and a mind for truth.

The Church the enemy of knowledge
and instruction !  Without doubt she is
the vigilant guardian of revealed dogma,
but it is this very vigilance which
prompts her to protect science and to
favor the wise cultivation of the mind,
No ! in submitting his mind to the reve-
lation of the Word, who is the supreme
truth from whom all truths must flow,
man will in no wise contradict what rea-
son discovers. On the contrary, the light
which will come to him from the Divine
Word, will give more power and mora
clearness to the human intellect, hecause
it will preserve it from a thousand un-
certainties and errors. Besides, nineteen
centuries of a glory achieved by Cath-
olicism in all the branches of learning




