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expected to contrihute to the fund, and the ministers
of congregations rising above the rated simsreceived
a corresponding benelit.  This plan hes not been
found to work well, and the subject of inquiry in the
Assembly was, What plan ought nuw to be substi-
tuted? On the one side, it was argued that the plan
of an equal dividend was the best that had yet been
devised, and that the Assumbly should resolve to
adhere to it, instructing their present Cummittee to
devise the best checks they could to mect the evils
fncident to it; on the ather side, it was proposed
that the subject be remitted to a Select Committee tu
tuke all plans into consideration and to report. The
following resolutions were moved by Dr. Candlish,
scconded by Anderson Kirkwood, Esq., Glasgow :—

“1. That the plan of an equal dividend is better
fitted than any other yet proposed to secure the ends
for which the Sustentation Fund was instituted and
is maintained; and while it i3 desivable 10 adopt
measures for preventing the decline uf the eyual divi-
dend, through the fuailure of congregations to dis-
charge their duty, these measures ought to be such
as tend to preserve the geoeral principle of the

lan.
Y 2. That inasmuch as the ecaisting regulations
fave respect to Church Extension and the Supple-
mentary Fund, as well as to the distribution of the
ordinary revenue, the Assembly, in suspending the
said regulations, instruct the Committee to cornsider
what arrangements may be made as to these other
matters, with a view to next .Assembly being in cir-
cumstances to place the distribution of the fund pur-
manently on the footing of the equal dividend.

¢ 3. That the Committee, as hitherto constituted,
ander its present Convener, possesses the full confi-
dence of the Church at large, and whatever change
or rotation of members it may be expedient to make
from year to year, no change in the general character
and functions of the Committce ought to be contem-
plated, and no separato Committee for considering
the matters cmbraced in the overtures need to be
appointed.

@3, That inasmuch as the prosperity of this fund

l’i"un(i, the principles un whick it is based, the method
by which it is distributed, and the madinery by
which it is administered, to inguite into the results
of past experience, to invite and obtain infurmation,
to consider the plans of distribution which may be
proposcd by the friends of the church, and tu report
to next General Assembly, it being understood that
the existing rights of all present incumbents shall be
preserved by the principle of an equal dividend beiug
applied to them, Lut that all new entrants to charges
from and after the date of this Assembly shall be
Lield to be subject to whatever regulativns may be
hereafter adopted by the Church in consequence of
the report of the proposed committee.”

The discussion which took place, besides embrac-
ing the points above noted, extended also to the fol-
lowing, Whetler the regulations under the * rating-
scheme” should be ounly suspended for a year, or
wholly rescinded ? Whether the appointment of suck
a select committee as was propused, would not imply
want of counfidence in the existing committee?
Whether the ordinary admiuistration of this fund
would not be best. committed to the laymen of the
Church? On the side of the motion of Dr. Candlish,
the Assembly was addressed by Messys. Serley of
Seclkirh, Bryce of Glasgow, (clder), Bannatyne of Old
Cumnoch, Campbell of Tillichewan (vldery, Burnsido
of Falkland, Water of Burghcad, Laughton of
Greenock, Gibson of Glasgow, Burns of Dundee,
White of Haddington, Nixon of Montrose, Wilson
of Dundee, and Professor Miller {elder). In fuvour
of the amendment, by Dr. Russel {elder), Mr. Cowan,
M.P, (elder) Mr. R. Johnstone, W. 8. (elder), Mr.
Milroy of Edinburgh, Mr. Bethune of Blebo (elder),
Mr. M. Lothian (¢lder), Mr. J. G. Wood, W.S. (elder,
Mr. Machenzie of Dunfermline, Dr. Hunna of Edin-
burgh, Mr. Thomas Chalmers (elder,) Dr. Horatius
Bonar of Kelso, Mr. W. Wood of Elie, and Mr. Sheriff
Montcith (elder.) The motion of Dr. Candlish was
carried by a majority of 257 to 101.

3. Wudvwes’ Fund.—The number of ministers con-
nected with this scheme is 596, and the acgmnulated
funds arc £46,760. There were as yet only 16

must mainly depend, wder God, not on any schemie widows aud 16 orphans ou the schenie. Cousidering
of distribution, Lut ou the liberality of the contriba- that the sum paid by cach minister (£7) was suffi-
tors, attentivn should Le cuncentiated as fur as pos-, cient to procure an annuity of but £25 tocach widow,
sible on the great olject of raising the revenue, amd|m.d £10 10 cach child, it was strongly urged by the
inasmudh as nothing Lut the ravival of vital gudliness convener, Professor Macduagall, that legadies and
throagh the outpouring of'the Spinit can anwahen and, donativns should be svught to increase the amount
keep alive a right sense of the value of the Chiristian | of these inadequate alluwances.
ministry and its daims to suppurty, the Assemibly | 4. Church and Manse Bulding.—The report of the
earnestly urge the impurtance of this whole subject; Chureh Buiding Committee was given in Ly Sir Henry
being always regardud and handied in & spiritual Moncrdfl.. The sam at the disposal of the <ommitteo
point of view, that it may have its duc place in theydaring the past year has been £2,800.  The com-
prayers and sympathics of the puople of God.” mitice, by applying the small sum of £784 in tho
The following amendment was proposed by Mr.;way of encouraging congregations to mahe efforts for
Dunlop, M. P., scconded Ly Reve W. G. Blaikie, | the extinctivn of debt, have sccured the extinction of
Bdinburgh :— debt to the amount of fully £2,362. The sum of
1. That the Assembly hails with great satisfae-] £1,600 expended on new crections has drawn out
tion the movement for increasing the income of the local cfforts to three times the amount.  Thus, with
Sustentation fund, commenced after the rising ofla.st,a. total sum of £2.00y, the talue of about L9,0vu hasg
Asscmbly, and recoramend that it should be prose- either been gained or secured.  The committee an-
cuted with the utmost vigaur. jnounce that they hase now wade arcangements for
2. That the cxisting regulations for the distriba-the ludgment of all the titic-deeds of Free Church
tion of the Sustuntation Fund having proved vosatis- property in a fice-proof charter-room connected with
factory to the Charch, and having failed in sccuring the New Coilege.  Cungregations are to have tho
she ohject for which they were enacted; be now privilege of depusitang thar ttle-deeds in this place
zescinded. of safety without any charge, and will, of course,
3. That as the cescinding of these regulations hase access to them at pleasure. Sir Heary tendered
aill necessarily leave the fund to Le administered by | bis resignation of the convencership of the Church
the Sustentation Comumittee, according to the method; Building Committee, as not cowpatible with the
awhich was in force previous to their cnactment, a}position he now holds as clerk ; and on the part ¢f
special committee bLe appuinted to take into coun-ythe committee, suggested Mr. Alexander Kirhcaldy as
sideration the whele subject of the Sustentation,his successor.
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