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dis open way, but the great majority, I | who though vich yet became poor that we
EE iclicve, cannot, and before they can the | through His poverty might be rich; and
¥ spirit of liberality must make a great ad- | their standnrd should not be measuged by
vance. the conduct of others but by Biblerule. I
It does not appear desirable to do away | grant all that and insist that those. mmgher
B ith publicity in contributing for the public motives should be kept move prominently
B (rlinances of religion.  T'his is not a mat. | in view and made more influential. Yet
R (o1 of pricate benevolence.  As members of | the pre€minence of higher motives does not
asociety united for purposes, each one hes | Tequire us to sink altogether out of sight
B . sicht to know what the others associnted | Subordinate ones. In influencing men to
JR «ith bim give for its snpport and ¢he ad- | do good if you cannot move them by the
B .ncement of its objucts. Fidelity on the | highest motives there is no wrong done in
B jart of one or more has o tendeney to using lower, provided they be legitimate.
B} Gimulate and encourage otiers Neglect | You must take men just as they are and
N of duty can then be dealt with and perhaps society jast as it is. And since God has
B cured by appropriate means. The power pluce(.l us in society we must not be so wise
8 fexample is great.  The power of public | 49 to fgnore or refuse to use social influences
spition > also great. God has constituted | it 8dvancing the Kingdom of Heaven. By
wiety with these inflaences at work. We | getting men to give even from very subor.
g nust not ignore them—we must net cas dinate motives they may be raised up to a
BE om aside as of no value, but recopnize, | higher platform to sce more widely and
B boll and utilize them. They have their | cOrreetly.
B diurc in educating the social partnership in | 1 have felt impelled to discuss these
P8 1l that relates to its welfare and tultilment | Views for two reasons. First, becaunse I
B of its design, and we need them in the think that perhaps’in the noble endeavour
B atter of liberality as well as in anything | to induce men to give from purer and high-
B cse. “To throw them away is to suffer loss, | ©F motives there has been a tendency to un-
o8 ¢ that, too, not only in the financial pro- dervalue social influence, public opinion
B wels, hut also in the means to train men | And example.  So much has been made of
8 ~in the instrumentalities by which their | them—they have been so unduly exalted
B durcters are duveloped in that which is | 10 times past—perhaps abused in all the
& collent  Many ave tanght to give by | measures used to evoke liberality that in
W «ing others give, angd their standard of | the recoil there is danger of a rebound to
fiberality is formed and rnised in the same | the Opposite cxtreme of reckoning them of
@ v They would not know liberality and | value. And sccondly because I think
B uld not be induced to practise it by any | thete are many congregations who would
¥ oher means.  We all know the effect of a | Mot trust themselves to promiscuous collec-
8 00 sum at the head of u subscription list, | 10N, but who would be easily persuaded to.
® 140t believe we should throw away that ' adopt the Envelope system. To such
@ foxer of seeuring good, given to us as would say do not wait, but adopt it at
@ nenhers of society, and I don’t know that | Once, and in this way bring yourselves.
Bitisa thing to be altegether ashamed of that under the system recommended by Syned,
g veare somewhat influenced by the example | and commanded by Scripture. “ Upen the:
® ofothers  Coisciously or unconsciously | J7st day of the week let every one of you lay
8 and whether we are willing to acknowledge by him store as God hath prospered him™
“ Bring an offering and come into Hiscour{s.”™

itor not we are all more or less influenced
inthis way, and it is well that such is the i
L hJ

(ase,

Some may object :—That is not the prin Persia.
righ ih pe ive—i The Charch Missionary Society is turna
‘ hpe upun \s'lm.h persons should give—it | ingits aitention o this destitute country..
Hould be 4 Ligher motive such as o semse | The principal work hitherto done in Per--
of responsibility to God, and Iove to Him | sia has been by American Presbyterians,




