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The Presbytery of Halifax

Met on Tuesday, 11th Mareh, in Poplar
Grove Church. ™ There was a large attend-
ence of members. Moderation in a call
was granted to Milford and Gay’s River,
Rev. James Maclean to preach and preside.
The demission of Rev. John Cameron of
his charge of Ilmsdale and Nine Mile
River was accepted, and a minute adopted
expressive of the Presbytery’s high appre-
cintion of his services for the past 27 years.
The demission of Rev. A. R. Garvie of the
charze of Windsor was accepied. Rev. T,
G. McGregor brought to 1the notice of the
Preshytery the death of Rev. Dr. Geddie,
of which intimation had just heen received.
Prayver was offered in connecnon with the
event by Rev. R. Sedgewick. The atien-
tion of the Presbytery was called to the
fact that Rev. Jobn L. Muwrdoch lms enier-
cd on the 50th year of his work as a minis-
ter of the Gospel. The Presbyterv re-
golved that Mr. Murdoch’s Jubilde should
beﬂcelcbratcd in the Preshyicrian Chuich,
Windsor, at some approprinte vime of the
present year. The following Committee
was appointed to make wvangements in
councction with the Windsor congregation:
Revs. P. G. McGregor, C. B. Piblado, J.
Maclean, J. . MceGillivray and R. Mar-
ray. The St. Croix Seciion was disjoined
from the Windsor congregation, and St.
Croix and Ellershouse were erected into a
new charge  An interim session was ap.
pointed, consisting of Rev. J. D. MeGithi
vray, Moderator, and Messrs. Goudge,
Bianchard and 11, Swith. °

Rev. C. B. Pithlado moved the adoption
aof the following Overwre to the Synod re-
specting Psalmody : )

Wihercas, some extension of the Psalmody
aof our church sects to be a lelt wunt
among our people, as is evident from the
fact that colleciions of hymus, in no way
sanciioned by our Syuod, wre used in some
of our congregations and in nearly all oar
Sabbath Schools; and,

Whercas, itis desivable that the Psalmod y
of our church should be comprehensive
anough to meet all the requirements of
pubiic worship, aul uvniform cuouzh 10
prevent the common nse of hymus worth.
ess In sentiment or unsoond iu docurine.

Theretire, it is hereby bombly overtured
to the Syeud of 1he Prestytedan Chaseu of
the Lower Proviyees, that the sanl Svood
may be pleased o resolve that, in sddivon
to the mewical version ot 1he Psalms now
iu use, the hymu book of the §reshvterian
Chm;(-h of England, or the hymn book of
the Free Charch of Scotland, be sasctioned

for us¢ in the pubdlic worship of God in the
congregations under its jurisdiction.

In sapport of this overtre, we beg leave
to subjuin the following reasons :

1. It asks for what isin perfect harmony
with the recoguized prineiples andpractices
of the Preshyierian Chuveh of the Lower
Provinces. Oor church has already, by
common practice, sanctioned the use of
sixty.seven paraphrases and five hymns in
the public worship of God.  The principle
that we may use in worship, compositivns
besides versious of the jaspired psalms, is
herein vecognized and conceded. 1f it is
right to sing seventy-two bymas which may
be declared in their teaching 0 be in has-
wony with Bible trath, it cannot be wravg
10 sing any nutwber ol hymas which may
be considered approprinte in expression and
soand in doctrine.  What is really asked
in this overture is to apply a principle
already recognized and actsd os, in urder
to revise and extend the collection of
hymos vow actually in use. We would
simply substitate one of the above hymn
books for cur present rather defective cok
lection of paraphiases and hymaus.

2. ‘I'he use of hymas is in accordance
with the geperal practice of the evangelical
and orthodox Preshyterian charches in the
world. In the eariy ages of the church,
hymus which were not versions of the
Ysalms were used in public worship. The
reforaed churches of Eurupe generally use
hymus. The Kirk of Svotland hes its
hymoal.  The Free Church and the United
Presbyterian Chureh bhave cach of them
authoritatively adopted a hymn book. The
sister churches in Canada and the United
States ewploy hymn books in their publie
worship.  The standards of these Presby-
terian Churchies are the same as our own.
The same need which prompred the use of
hymas ia the Presbyterinn Churches of
Britain and America, is felt by us in the
Maritime Proviuces, and we believe thas
we may safely and profitably follow the
example which kas been set us by the
maiber and sisier churches, without fecling
that we are unduly relaxing our conserva-
tism.

8. Greater varicty of metre than we now
have seems 1o be nevessary for culiivating
and developing the power of music in pub-
lic worship. The best way of keeping
musical fustruments ont of our congrega-
tions, is to preoceapy the groand with good
vocul muosic.  Butwithoutan improvemens
of the mene of sume of our Psulms, and a
far greater vaviety of metres than we have
in our present psalmody, the range of our
vocal music mast be very limited.  For the
want of metrical matter, we deprive our-
selves of some of the finest and most de-
votional music extant.

4. In the presens collection of para~
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