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Fes. 1,

gomo ten yards of tho place where tho remainder of
my sheep wero penned up.  Tho mooa being about
foil at the time, and the ‘nights clear, the identity of
the dogs was sworn to by various witacsses. More-
over, L oTered to prove that said dogs were known
fa the locality as sheop-destroying dogs. Lut the
Magisirates decided that this cvidence was notin
point.

# After hearing some minos items of proof, whicb I
sha'l nod detall, tho Magis.raies decided that i view
of the evidence productal by me, they had no Lesita-
tio:1 ia avowing that defendants’ dogs had destroyed
my sxcep, and thereforo recommended defendanis to
kial ilicse dogs , but as T bl fasled to produce dircet
proof that 5311 dogs had worried Iny sheep. or were
faand iy tho act of worrving them, they could no:
hstp themsetves nader tho enactments of the aistute,
bui rust give judgment against 1o with expenses.

" Uese, 1o witl bo observed, that the important
<ciass of evideaco kaown as circumsiantial, from
which guilt orinnocence is inferred in our criminal
Caurts, and on which Lfe or death to a Luman Leing
frequenity hangs, was altogsther put aside Ly the
oficiaing AMsgisirates. Dy this means, they virtdally
placed the lives of four dogs, which they expressed
their belicl hiad desiroyed my sheep, in o position of
sccarity which is dented to man imself  To wrig-
gle themselves out of this posuion, the worthy Magis-
trates averred that admdiesuag under the new Act
they wero bound to acgep ¢f direet evidence only ¢
for example, if Mr. Willis hed patiently stood by the
firab night, an.d my hifed man e cecond night, afier
the steughter of the sheep, aud allowed ths dogs to
tenr end Lill so many more, then thal would have
baen considered good cvidence agamst the dogs.
But where, 1 would like to hnow. is the furmer to be
found who woutd siand tamely by and Eee his sheep
mangted bysavage dogs?  Hatisto be aniuvariabi,
rade 1o bu 1aid dowa by Magisivates n adgadicating
aader the new siatusg, thay none but dogs found in
the act of worrfing wheep, and which were actually
seen 13 worry 80 many of them, arc liable to convie-

109, then it ToMows, f7om the well krown cuunsing of
the dag, who nustly chooses the seleet Lours of
the night to commit 18 depredations, that four-Gfds
of the catire sheop of Western Canada  might perish
without the owners Laving itin their power 10 con-
vist a single dog of desiroyng sheep, or obtaiu 2 cont
in compzasation for their loss

# 1t is tantakizing to bave to add, wint i vo such
Act had bgen in cxisience as the Acd passad last
session of Iariiamecat, for the beiter proscciton of
sheep, the ofickating Magisirales admiued that my
Proof was compeieat towarrnn conviciton, zad, 28 2
nstter of coarse, they would have decided the case
in my favour®

Did this statemneas cotne from a Joss rehiable sdurce,

we shonld fiad it diflicult (o letieve that sach a de-|

cision on such evidonee could hiave been given by
e three Magisirates who tricd the case. They are
all shrowd, respoctable men, sad we are utterly ata
loss t0 conccive the grovuds on which they arrived
at their conclunions.

There cortaialy muss be somo migtake in Mr. Gor-
dox’s suppasition tbat the Magistrates refased to
receive circumstzatial evidenice,and would 2cton no
Tess positive prowd than the oath of a waness thas he
hail acically scen the sheep worried.  Assaredly
there i3 modinz ia the new Sheep Act or fo die Com-
mon Taw wn pokbil ke retopaca of Gwchmsinaeust
ewidesco IF e megisirates did indecd  doclare
fhemenives guirsEad thad the dogs in guestion wor
08 VUr Rerdon'e shoop, il © “a8 an wites wockery of
Justion tn Qlemize fhe oage awd theas the ¢o%s upon
the plai=id

Thero saust alse be soine groat wmistake ia tho sap-
Posiion DAz bt for the existence of the new Adt, (e
Nagistisies wonl have docidod agaast the dogs.
uader e old fave.  The old txw was merelv tie oom-
mon Iwe of the land—and #t is now a8 much in
farec a8 it over was, cxerpt in so far 23 it is atiored
by =wetial provisions of the now sistate.  Now, e
offst of Wbz new Lol was 0ot 20 relax bat to make
. mnre Striggent and effective the recousse of thesheep-
owatr @ aceling rolicss whoa Iis fock bas beon
worried by dogs.

We wondd verv mach ke 20 have some farther
Nghs shramw qown e cage. Dither vory grovs
injuwies has Loen dome, of shore i rome delott in
s aow daw whigh does not appear on ils face. Can
say of ouar friends about Whitby calightca us a3 to
the groueds o8 which the Ma strates acted? ]

Annual Meetings of County Sccieties.

AN esteemed correspondent asks us to say whon
:he annaal mecting of County Agricultural Societics
should take place under the Statuto—between the
Lith and 21st of January, or in the third weck, with-
out regard to the day on which the year comes in?
There can be no doubt on tho point, The Statute
fixes ‘be “ third week in January ¥—ana clearly the
meetings must be held during the third week, on
whatever day the year commences. This year the
meetings should have been beld botween Monday,
the 11th, and Saturday, the 16th Jaauary.

Rules of the Agricultural Association of
Upper Canada,

We have received a long letter from Mr. W. O.
Buell, I'resident of the South Riding of Lanark Agri-
cultural Association, complaining of certain rules
passed by tho Provincial AsSociation at its last meet-
ing. e objects to Rule 7 as fixing the Annual Meet-
ing on Priday of the Lxhibition weck, because it
affords too little time for discussion and consideration
ot aay disputed point.  Ilethinks the meeting shonld
take place on the recond day of the Fair week, and
that the Treasurer’s leport, in detai, should be sub-
mitied to the meeting. Mr. Buell also objects to
anosber Rule, which he tlnks sscures tho Annual
Bxhibition 1o places only which provide very costly
permanent struciurces, lothinksweskould have one
Greatrovincial Exhibition, inclnding both Upperand
Lower Canada, and foreign Exhibitors every third
sear only, to bie held nlternately nt such places as say
#ontreal and Toronto, and that the resources of the
Association be husbanded meantime, and thatin the
intervening years the Exhibition bo cxtended to all,
parts of the Province where reasonalle provision can
be made? .

AMr, Buell 2lso objects very strongly to Rule 18,
which lie alleges alinost ronders the Associntion a
close carporation.

Crops in the United States during 1863,

Tuzg yreld of the great siaples ofagriculture through-
out the United States for the past year compares well
with the previous yoar, as will be scen by the follow-
wg returns green by the Coxamissioner of Agriculture
wn Ins Report to the Iresideont 3=

1862. 18¢3.
Wheat in bushels, 169,993,500 191,068,239
Oas - - - - - 12570997 174,858,167
Corn » - - «~ o - 586,704,474 449,163,894
Nay, datens - - - 20,000,000 18,500,000
Tobacco. i ponuds - 205,607,078 258,462,413
Wool - - - - - G3524,172 79405215

; Qorn 2nd hay were injured largely by drought and
rost.

.

Upper Cenada Fruit Growers’ Association,

Tux abovcessociationhield its annual metting, in the
city of 1Ismilton, on Wednesday, January 20th, 1864,
the Prosident, Jedge Logic, in the cbair.  After
the roading of miautes,uad reports of officers and
committens, the weeting lisiened to tho Presmdent’s)
addresy, for which 3 vote of thanks was passed, and
a capy for publication requested. On motion, Messes.
J. Freed and . A MeNabb were appointed 2 ¢ommit-
ee far the city of Ilamilton, to Teceive debis from
old and uowmnsmbers ; and Messrs. J. D. Humphreys!
and W. F. Glarke a like commiitesfor the city of To-
rono. The meeling thea procecded to the election
of afficere, with the following result o

His Hoaour Judge Logie, of Xamilion, President 5
Jas. Taylor, Psq., of St Catharincs, First Vicodresi-!
dent; J D. Hamphreys, Esq., of Toronto, Secoad/
ViceTresident , . W, Leadle, Esq., of St. Cattarincs, |
Seeretary and Treasarer

Frerr Coxxirrre~—~Geo. Leslic, Esq., Toronto ; W. |
11 Aiils, ¥sq., liamilton; G Araold, Isq., Iaris ;!
T. I, Graydon, Xsq, St Catbarincs; A AL Smith,
34, Grimsuy.

LGrLItaTIoN GOXMITTER~=Tho ‘Secretary, Mr. W.
F Clarko, and Mr. J. A. Bruce.

Notice having been by gives Mr. W Tlolton, at the
fastmecting, of amolion Wwamdnd theconstitution, that

i
f
t

——

motllon was now considered, and tho sccond clanss of
Art Il was so nmended o3 to read thus: “Two
otter General Meotings shall bo held ot such plares
ag shall bo determined at the January meeting, vno
oa the third Wednesday of July, and tho other on the
first Wednesday f Getober in each yoar.”

It was rvesolved that (he mcc‘.in§s for this year
e hield a¢ Toronto, on Wednesday, July 20th, and at
St. Cathariaus, on Wednesday, Cet. 6th.

A commitlee was appointed to consider a commu.
nication received from he Secretary of the Boord of
Agriculiure, relative to the prize list, which submit-
ted & report that, after considerablo discussion, was
«dopted, and the Secretary directed to transmit the
samo to {ho Toard of Agriculture.

Mr. W, IL Alills cxhibited some insects, and called

‘| the attention of the meeting to tho importance of

being able to recogmize tho various kinds, eomae of
which are our cncmies, cating the fruity, flowerd and
foliage of our ;érardcns, ficlds and orchavds; while
nthers are our friends, preying upon the injurious
speeics.

Very flae samples of apples were exhibited by Mr.
W. 1. Mills, of Xamilton; 3r. J. llagaman, of Qak-
ville ; Mr Arnold, of Yaris ; and Mr. A, AL. Smith, of
Grimsby.

Mr. 1). Murray, scconded by Mr. W. 11 Mills, moved
the following resolution, which was carried unani-
wmously

Resolved~-Yhat in the Caxapa TFarngr, fho first
number of which is beforo us, we weleome o worthy
stuceessor to the AcrictrrrnisT, and consider it justly
entitled to the support of this Association, and the
duty of its membders to send communications for pub-
lication in iis columns.

p

Toronto Gardeners' Improvement Society.

Pensvant to notice given in our last issue, the
above socicty held its annual meeting at the Doard
of Agriculturc Rooms, on the 1§thult. A report of
some length was read in which the objecis of tho
socicty and the extent of its success in carrying them
out, were sct forth. Monthly meetings had been beld
throughout the year, at which papers wero read and
disenssions held on subjects of mutual intercst and
practical importance, and choico plants exhibited.
Leading horticultural journals had been furnished
for the perusal of the members., It was determined
10 supply cach member of the Society with tha
Cavava Fanuer for the prescat year. Professor

Buckland delivered an able address on the * Rela-
tions of Science to Iiorticulture.”

We would urge upon all who takean interestin gar-
dening mattersto atiend tho monthly meetings of thit
society. They are open tc the public, and practical
gardeners arc always present, who will be happy to
answer any questions that may be proposed, and
give all the information in their power aliko to pro-
fessional and amateur horticulturists. We append to
this brief notice the concluding portion of the Re-
port, and regret that wo have not space for the whole
of it.

“ A very pleasing feature of our meetings has been
the exhibition of wany new and rare plants, a list of
whichk we have much pleasare in recording :—

Teb. 16—~Lxhibited by Mr. G. Vair, gardeuer to
D. L. NcPherson, k3q.  Azalizs, Obtusa, Marginata,
Louais Napolcon, also ¢ Mezenia erccta,” a beautiful
and much admired Mexican shrub.

March 16.—Exhibited by Mr. C. Toung, gardener
{o Judge Morrison. A sclect varicty of Azaliss and
scedlizg Cincrarias, also an orchid—* Phalanopsis
granditlora.”?

Jlay 18~Exhibiticd by Mr. Tarner, gardener 1o
Judge Harrison. Qrchids—* Qncidium papillium, O.
Warchita, O. Ampliaiwm, Epidendrum Cochleatum,
Epidendrum Macrochilom. Cymbidium Sincnsis, C
Alocfolium, Brasria Hoggii, and Dendrobium nobilis.

Jane 15—Exhibited by Mr. C. Young, gardencr ic

{Judge Morrison. Collections of Carnations, Picoices.

and Pinks.

August 17.—~Exhibited by Mr. James Fleming
Collections of Gladiolus, Fuschias, and Asicrs, alsc
a new Verbena pamed * Foxbuoter” Nr. urney
showed = fino collecting of Lilliputian Daklias, o

Docember 21~Exhibited by NMr. Turner. Qrchy
deous plants—*DBarkeris clegans,” Cyrtochillum
Maculatum, © Catasetum_Tridentatum,” Vanda Ces
ralea and Epidendrum Vitellinum, also Passificrs
Goutteril, P. Decasucana and Bignonia Vrunsta.

Exhibited by Mr. Vair. Camellia Alba Pleno.
Camcllia Jenny Lind Celosea aurcs, Primula Sinen-
is, Correa IXrilliau?‘:x Acacis Dealbuls, Fpacris Sal-
wmonis, snd E. Fire Ball,




