
1870. THE CANADA FARAIMER. 365 -

whirled round and round the head, it gives wondering how it was possible that lie could smoothly as possible, so as to have the
ont a most unearthly sound, of wonderful lave got away. When the spring opened, brush-heap solid at the bottom. You next
modulation, according to the skill used, and and the snow nelted, our doubts wereended. throw into and on to this hcap ail the ad-
one tlat nay well friglten any new comler Within twenty rods of ourshanty the ox lad joining timber, at varions angles, just as
in the woods, especially one who had bec fallen, having cauglit his hind foot in the they incline or otherwise towards the pile in.
well prepared beforehand fron somte such fork of a fallen trce, the wood of which was question. Practice will enable a good chop-
source as story.telling. Two or three of our not more than about four inches in diancter. per to do this in a wonderful manner, espe-
men were provided with these machines, The foot was leld fast, and the poor brute cially wien he takes into consideration the
and were running hither and thither-of was starvetd and frozon to death ahnost close direction of the prevailing hcavy winds of
course out of sight-in the storn, whilst the to the house. In bis struggles for freedon the district-a very important point. Of
uninitiated rushed after then with al sorts lie iad clafed all the flesh from the bone. course, in this direction the windrow must
of wcapons, urged on1 by those in advance to Spring set in that year very carly, and be made, and a very little inclination of the
cone quickly. The roars would be first on renarkably dry, during the mnonth of May; tree-top will cause the troc to go where it is
one side and thon on another, as the wild and about the first of April we turned ail wanted. If, as sometimes happens, ain ob.
animals were supposed to be flying befere bande on to cutting underbrush, w here r stinate tree will persist m going the wrong
their pursuers-andi many were the tunmbles it was possible to get at it. The whole way, and will fall away from the heap, in-
and rolis the visitors got in the deep show, chopping was gone over, and all the small stead of on it, it is of little consequence, as
or over stumps and logs, while enleavour- stuff chopped, and on the 25th of May, this will ho in the next row, paraillel, or
ing to overtake or avoid the su pposed wild SGO, we set lire to the new fallow. thereabout, to the first.
beast. At last it was generally the case nlu IiINrN IMiSI. I have seon, on our land, fallows so well
that somte one discovered the trick, and, of On the 25th day of M ay, the day we had chopped, and the trees so adroitly thrown on
course, ail r -ttirned to the shanty laughing determined to tire the brush, we aIl pre- each other, that yon could bave-and I have
and joking the new-coners on the strange pared touchwood and pine slips, with many times-walked for a liundred yards,
noises to be liard in Canadian back-woods, matches, and every small combustible mate- without stepping off this immense long
and holding zrcat investigations over barked rial we could obtain. Tie great art is to brush-heoap. Somne of our men could never
shins and broken or bleeding noses. fire the whole at once, and to select a dry, attain the art, while others could do pretty

hot day and " half a gale " of vind. Such a much as they chose with the trocs. In
CHoPPING THlE LAND. nhastechs i t rc.li

Te winter of 1860-1 was very severe; the wind and such a day we had, and about 10 chopping and clearing land, ail you want to

snow lay nearly four feet deep on the level o'clock, when the decw was aIl off-a very ligliten your job one half is, in addition to
l portant point-and everything bot and good choppinig, a perfectly dry timne and aandi w-as sold aîd bard; and as wc wore too dry, we commenced to set fire. We passei strong wind; and you liad botter wait alate m beginning to get underbrushing donc, at intervals of about fifty feet ail down the monti or two in the spring than attempt to

a o tt v nb t sow indward side of the chnpping, and biilt burn until these conditions occur. Thenfell, w-e weore comnpeled to chîop away at the , itetrs Ilwr naei~
frees and leavet underbrhig untl the little lires. All were engaged at Once, in your work for the rest of the job is light iin
truco s in Tve tio couderbrseg umtl ttenorder to have as tremnciouîs a tire as possi- comuparison to being without such a hurn.followinîg spring. Tise, of course, was bad bIc. lI about lia]f an tour the flanes hegan If, oit the otier hand, as it often happens,
matige ne, bu -e f or i faot control thu to gather strength, and truly it was a gr4nd you try to burn somte ill-piled brusli-leaps,

wecnuld tsight. The wood, leaves, and decayed with trees thrown every w ay, and the lire
stumps bure and tiere beimg ail dry, cauglt just runs througli witsut consumiing the

We chopped that winter 120 acres of land, liko toucli-paper, and the ind heing very brushwood, your labour is trebled at least,
having hired four choppers in addition to our high, in an incouceivably short time the for the fire never runs a second time, and it
rwn strcngth--activ, wiry little Frenchmen whole fallow w-as one mass of laines fullv, is " pick and pile" brushiwood and chips for
they werc, and beautiftil choppers -no butter fifty feet high, roaring like somte furious vol- weeks and mionths, until you are sick of it.
men exist, as adaptei for stcht work, than catn, and s il beforeit. We had 'This happened to us in the next hundred
the Lower Canadian Frenennen. Alwvays no neiglbotrs, and we kntew the fire would acres we iad chopped, and it cost lis $9 an
gay and merry, and never discontentedi, ail not run in the neighbouring green woods so acre to log it as will be related lu its proper
they wuant is pork and potatoes, tea andsome carly in the year, so we allowed the flaines place. Of course, we gradually acquired ex-
sweutcakc shortened with pork fat (provided to have thcir own course and full sweep, and perience, but at first we should have misera-
thcy are dressed by a deceit cook), and a by evening the finiest and best burn I ever bly faileId but for the counsel and ielp of a
gay Frenchman wll willingly go for nine saw was the consequence. Ail the brusih' friend of ours who visitud our shanty the
inonths or more far imto uniiihabited wilds, was comnpletely burned, and much of the first winter.
and only look forward to returning amnong.st small timber. Where the windrow's of the
his fellow men once a ycar for about a tops w-cr ail thrown togethîer-sometimîes CLEARING .AND-UniNG THE TREES.
nonth. The wonder is liow such smail n two lutndred yards long, a solidi mass of Anongst other trials to clear land to bet-
can chop so much, and such large trecs; and brushwood-a laie of twelve to twenty feet ter advantage, that of grubbing ic trecs
many timnes in after years I have noticed wide was entirely burnît up, so muich so that once occurredi to ns as not ouly practicable,
such and such trecs as havinîg boe chopped we coulid and did drive waggons over andl but advisable. We reasonted this-that the
by Ba'tist or Jean. Those stumps that win- tirough the cw fallow to collect the ashies stumps were a greater impediment than the
terwere often left six fet high, so deep was for potash mîaking. roots-that if the tre could bu grubbed out
the snow wlhen they were choppei. About Titis buri was of immense vahle to us. at once, using the troc itself as a lever to
this tinte one of our oxen was mîissed, and a Abiout one-half the timber and ail the simall tear up any monts that mighit be dilicult to
search was instituted in ail directions, but stuff was entiroly destroyed, burnt, and cut off, the land would be more casily
without effect. He was seen only an hour conpiletely cleared away, leaving only hcaps w-orked. We accordingiy laid out two acres
before being inissed, anid n track couild be on hicaps of asies. The art of chopping land, as a trial piece, carefullykeeping an account
found wherc ho had left the chopping. We to advantage consists entirely in arranging of the tine. We did not lind it a success-
made a circuit round our camp in the deep your windrows in this manner: You first fui experinient. The time it required was
snow, and thought it certain by that means throw down somnegreat unanageable trc- too great. Fivo trecs could ho cut down
to find his path of exit, but to no purpose, probably an li-and caroftlly chop down. while one was beinig grubbed ont. Cer-
and alter a fruitfess search we gave it up, ail the branches, causing themi to lie as tainly, wlen finished, the land looked ahnost


