THE CHILDHOOD 01‘ JESUS..

FROM HE\BY VA\T DIKE lN ‘llAluPE‘l'

. MAG AZIN

There are some who ﬁnd it difficult to
thmk ‘that Jesus ever had a'real and truo
- ghildhood.” They canmot see how. one who
1 appeared before - the world thh such
. Divine authority and fulfilled"his mission
80 subhmely could ever have been © " -°

RN sxmnlo chlld
’l‘nu hghtly dmws its breath.

But the ' evmwehst Luke, who mush
surely have. thuu"hb as_ reverently ‘and
; dev:outly.o Christ’ s,suprexmcv As wyy mani|.
" could*think; does:not seeni’ to ‘hive folt|
thig difficulty ; for hosays, ‘And the child
_grew, and- w'\.\ed :strongy becoming: full of
~wisdoin ; md the grace of God was upon
lnm. i

-This is & veéry brief recird to cover such
an-important period of life asthat which
" lies-between infancy and the twelfth year:
and yet, brief as it is, how clearly it illu-
minates the; vital. truth’l _Growth is-tho
key-word of tho pussage. Grawth is the
wonder ‘and the glary” of all’ ehildhood,
Growth was. the beautiful secret of the
childhood of Jesus.

- There ‘does not appear to have been
:mybhm" sudden or startling -in. the de-
_ velopment of his personality - It went for-
-ward gradually and imperceptibly. Tho
‘@vangelist suggests this by the solitary in-
cxdenﬁ which he rel.ttes of Christ’s early
yen.rs. ’ ,

NAZARETH.

The le«rends gathered in_the apoeryphal
baoks are tedious and. t:nwdry inventions ;
they give us no real help in filling out the
outline of Christ’'s ¢hildhood; but the in-.
terpretations "of art are rich:and full of
meaning. No part of the gospel history
hiag been more abundatitly -and beautifully
illagtrated in art than tlns single'verse of
St Luke, which tells ds-in a-word how
~quietly the life ‘of - Jesus xmfolded in the
home at Nazareth, *

“Tor- this ‘sacred instinch. of art’ there 18
nbundm)t historieal Jusblhcn.tlon. ‘I donot
suppOSe “that the painters: thouglit of seek-
Cing for ib : bub Af they had, they“would
“Tiave found good ground: for believing that
“the child J esus, h\'mfr in'a devout Hebrew
“household in the litto town of Nazareth,
" muist-have: en;oyed tzhe four greab blessmga
of -ehildhood :

: ure nnd penceful lmme, ruled by lovo

ple lee. m elose contnct‘

A‘]oyous fellows]up thh other chlldren.
A patient ‘and ‘Feverent cducation. -

The Jewisl peoplé have al ways ‘been dxs-}
~tinguished " for ‘thieir! loving ‘earo"of child
“ife; and’, for the rength of t'hexr f:umlv
seling
Itiwas-n ]mppy clrcumsbnnce that: this
as i G.ﬂllee. -For’ nlthouoh thnh

: FI\DI\G~JESUS IN THE" TEMPLE.—-.ETOM Pumtm 4 by Holman Hund. .

northern provmce was desplsed by the Jin-
habitants of . Jerusalem, as being rude ini
speech . and rustic in mianners, life. there
was far more froe and natural than it was
in Judea, where theyoke of ceremonialism
pxessed héavily upon’ the people,-and; their
spivit seemed’ to ‘reflect something of ‘the
sombreness of the landseipo. : Galilee was
fair and smiling. * The vine and the olive
ﬂoumshed there ; the rabbis.said ‘it \v'ts
casier -to’ rear a forest of olive-trees, in
,Galilee .than -one- child in Judea.’ Thé
little town of Nazareth lics-in a high valley.:
‘I‘lfbeen ‘gently rounded hills,’ says'a mod:

ern trn.veller, ‘seem ag if. they met to for my
eaceful ba :

din enclo ure_;forit;hlsv sin: . They,
‘rige round~it " like the" edge of o “shell"to’
guard it from ‘intrusion;
beautiful field, aboundmg in'gay ﬂowers, in
fig-trees, - smnll gardens, “hedges -of the

prxcl\ y-pear,’ and’ the- dense rich~ jrags}

affords an abundant pasture. “Thio-well of | .
water ’ which’ tradition: pomts ‘ot at the
scenc of the angel's visit' to-the- ~Virgin
Mary still flows in the open green space at
the end of the town, and the women, fairer
than’ the other daughters of ' Palestine,
come thither to draw, and the children.in
their bright robes play -around it. - Thero
can ‘be hbtle Qoubt  that the child - Jesus
found innocent joys- ‘beside that fountain
and in those verdant pastures. The in-.
timacy with the -world out-of-doors shown
in his later teaching, his love for birds and
flowers, his close observation of natural
objects, the fondness with which he turned
for rest to the lonely hill-sides and the
waters of the-lake, all speak of one of those
deep and sincere friendships with nature
which can only be begun in ‘their lastmg
perfection by a clnld

HIY BDUCATION. |

e

. Bub we may be sure that the education
of the child ‘was not neglected, for on this
point the Jewish law was strict. - Religion
was the chief . factor.in education,- and
doubtless it was begrun by the mother, who'
‘would. explnm to her. son the medning of
‘the: many pious rites and -customs which
were observed in the hotsehold, like the
lighting of the Sabbath lamp, and- the
touchmq, by every. one who passed in or
out of the house, of the parchment on 'the.
door-posb ‘with the Divine Name -written
onit.- The fascinating stories of the Old
Testament would be the charms by wluch

| she would hold him listéning in “her arms.:

She would. teach him passages of Scripture

| to rccxte from ‘memory. - From the same

sncred pages he- would learn. His letters,
When he was five orsix yenrs old he ivould

bo sent-to school, “to sit on’the floor with |-

the other boys around the teacher.and re-
ceive instruction, the:Scriptures remaining
his only text-book -until he was teniyears
old, . Whether:there was aschool in Nazi-
reth at'the timo of Christ we do not know,

fqr the introduction of universal.and’ com- [.:

Tt 'isa “rich and, :

nob occur untll a later. period.’ But; how-
ever that’ may have been, it is certain that
the devotion of such parents as Mary and
T oseph would not neglect’ilie duties of in-
‘struction ; and we may confidently sty of
Jesus; -as" Sti Puul said of "his. disciple
Timotliy, t

‘Holy: Scrlpbures. e

nature, “and;; lmppy compumonslnp, sand

,of Christ: ' .
The works of, art w 1ch doplct the sub-
}nnume rable. .
N ,Hmsr' IN'THE rrmrrma.
iThe Fmdmg of Christ. in "the Temple is
the culmination’ of-his childhoed. . If our
readingof ‘the gospel story this’ far has
been true, we must- mterpreb this.incident
in hammony with it.:
that art was astray inits earlier reading
of ‘Christ among. the Doctors,’  All the
artists, from tha time when they first' be:

e ect are ’r}hnosh

tainly as ‘early is the date of the mnsaies
in. Santa Marid Maggiore at Rome, placed
Jesus in an clevated posxtlon, and repre-
sented him as instricting the rabbis.

.But this idea ‘is hnraly true tothe gos-
pel narrative,  For St, Luke makes us feel
that Jesus nppeared in the Temple not as
a teacher, but as a lenrner, one who was
preparing for his life work by coming into

close contact“'""'i‘bh the religious life of the

- But questmns fwm achild are often
measages from God. . And questions from
such'a clnld as Jesus must have been-like
illuminations piercing through the dryand
flimsy web of rabbinic subtleties. . It was
at this that the listeners were astonished,
not with the hostile surprise which would
be’excited by the sight, of & boy of . twelve
tenching’ his elders, ‘but with a_pleasant
worder ab the simplicity, the directness
the searching intelligence of his iiquiries,
and, the diseretion of his replies. *

This’ conceptmn “of *Christ among the
Doctors’ has been expressed in modern art
by two most admirable plcbures, significant
in the deepest sense of the intense » inberesb
which the best minds of this cenbury ‘have

taken in’ the real life ‘of Chyist. 'One of

thet is Mr. Holman Hunt's bmllumt paint-

ing of ‘The Finding of: the ‘Saviour in"'the

Temple The - other is tlio “picture’ by

Professor Hemnch Hofma.ml ab Dresden.
THE TRUE LOME. o

There is surely a “vital truth for.our own
lives to be_gathered from this interpreta- |
tion: of the childhood of Jesus,
‘s deeper sense. of ‘the sucredness and the

power of the-home.- :
“The perfect ‘manhood of hxm whom all

pulsoxy educ'xt;lon throughout. the Jand did

Clmstmdom adaores as the Son of God was

i

compeutuon, and the ‘morbid overgrowth:
| of ‘greab: cities,” where  hifan . lives ‘are’

' and moral suﬁ"ocnt;wn, lmve raiged an_enor-:
8§ | nious: bairier between great tasses of man.’
3] kind and the home which' their natural
| clusses, on:the. other hand, are too . much

| rivalvies of wealth, to Keep their reverence

- them seems’ to°b

| ful creed—-this appeamnce is only transiont

that ‘from & chlld he knew the'

Let us see, then. how these: four golden '
threads of hoine life, and’ intercourse with| -

holy instruction; have ‘been oyen by the.
artists mto thexr.t;hounhb of the clnldhood :

- Quy Sundny-sehool iis’ohor yezuuo

We feel therefore|’

gan -to trent the subject, which was cer-|

people whéni' hegavas to deliver from the
yoke of the ]nw’*ﬁind lead: into the-true rest
of souls.

"Tis one¢ more link of love, thnt holps to loop tha

Engi:dling carth fnr J esus, ere Ho shall como to

fmm ‘Christ, who gives tho royul rlght to clnim

It givesus |

crowded together to:the “point of physlcal

instinets’ desire- and -seck. " The favored

alienated by fulse stindards of happineas,:
by the manin-of publicity, by the insane.

for the.pure and: Iowly ideals ‘of domestic-
life. .\ A:tiew aristocracy. is: formed which.
lives 1nmmoth hotels, and a'new demo<
hich: exists.in. glmmtxc tenements.
niusementsincrease ‘in; splendor
uency, bus private joys grow rare
and’ diftieulERand -even .the; -capacity for.
ltl)ermg. atlenst in the
‘two extremes&% nan society" “here the
hoine wears a shing aspect.. . .

And yet—so rtus my sitnple and gmte-

‘and’ superficial. - Deep- in "the heart of
humamby lies the domestic passion, which
will survive thie:mistakes of a-civilization
not yet fully, euhrrhtencd, ‘and. prove tho
truth of the: s-xymg;, ‘Before the fall, Para-
dise was man’s home; 'since the fu]l home-
has been hlS P.\mdne.’ oo .

Versn.ry. :
Bub hke a birthduy pnrty 1t rcnlly

e m«.rry mectmg e
To celebra.tc its hnppy R owth, in song nnd
grcenng L i

Then, welcome fmends. to share wit.h us,
nocent delight . - .

So many beaming faccs, sure bcapcnk

night ! \

Wo -know that you will, also Join in nﬁs, 1ho !

" children’s prayer— ;

That Ile who kceps the sparrows o'er \\ ithin ]Ils
watchful eare, =~ |

May bless the faithful tcuchcrs herc, who, by lhc
Bible rule,

Of ‘Suffer little ones to comc.' ﬂrst laid our Snb-
bath-school.

Thcy seck no prajse of men, 'but, ln.bor in their
Master's name; .

'V[ny His ‘well dono bo thurs. n.b lnst—mx nll'

" sufficient fame.

No risk invcstmg in His work——the bonds are all
seeure,

The drafts are honored without tml and every
promise sure.

So, blessing on our Sundny-schooll 'Tns onomore

~ service-band

‘Mid-myriads now ﬂourlshing thmughout; each
waken'd land ! .

*T'is one more bud, expanding t.ownrds the Sun -
. life-giving scarch— .

Wxth God's own smile upor it, nmy it bloom mto
His church!

cireling chmn,

i reign! .
"Tis onc more banner- to t;ho breevo. nll mottoed
for the ﬁght— )
‘Where'er it wavcs, bchold tho lcngucs of le put
S %o ﬂlp,’hﬁ!
"Tig ono moro ‘gathering, to the cnll of ‘Lovo yo
one another,’

“:Him, ‘Elder Brother,” & . U~ g

And a'group, with Him, in: hcnvcn. muy our Snb

.i..buth-school yet be!-.
None missing, old or- young. at; tlmb m-aml .Anni-
S ‘vcrsm ¥yl -

Gm\x\'r M,\cm'r\'mc. ;

PossnsquG ALL THINGS. .

‘])cnths of 10\\ liness ! 11(‘1ghts of holmcss l
More, oh; moro, of cach heavenly thing 1'%

Oh; how-to gain them? ho w toretain zhcm? DA
T hcy arc nll thine own in:Christ thy King."

“Re: Baur, Ru'r'rm

TRty




