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e R T e oW | matters of clernal moment shouldnat everything else 'of the Saviour: the hingdum of heaven suffers wviv-
ORIGINA L. give place? And ifive ought,even on the Subbath daylilence, and only the violent shall curry it cwwr,

ON THE UNREASONABLENESS OF BEING OF-
FENDID AT THE SEVERITY OF OUR STRIC-
TURES ON THE VARIOUS SYSTEMS Of

PROTESTANTISM,

We are aware that many have folt sorc at the se-
verity of our strictures on the various sysiems of]
their protestant blief; and have accused us of a
waat of charity for our dissenting brethren. Docs
charity then oblige us, besides loving the peison,
to love also bhis persuasion, however false and
dangerous it maybe? Or, if we see him iabouring
urdér some fatal delision, are we not rather in
char'ty bound, todo all we canto undeceive him?
Common sense bids us distinguish between the
person and the persuasion: between the person,
whom whatever he be, (28 created to the image of
God, redecmed with the Blood of Jesus Chiist, and

to help ourncighbour’s Ox or ass out of « pit, Lauke
14, 5, how much greater at all times rwust he our
obligation to help our neighbour himself out of the
pit of ervor, into whichhis dlind guides have led
1im? Matt, 15 14,

That such guides, whose living here entirely de-
pends on their keeping up the general delusion;
should be offended at our exposure in the light of
truth of their dark and decp deceptions, is very na-
tural; and nothing to be wondered at. But what
interest can their followers have in being misled?
Or why should they take it 50 amiss to be set right
inamatter of such mighty moment as that, on
which their eternal salvation depende? Is it that
their pride is hurt atbeing thought mistaken, or ca-
pable of being so, in their religions opinions? But
it ig with them a fundamental article of their reli-

a fellow creature, descended from the esame com-
mon parents,) we are bound to love as ourselves;
and the persussion, whichif proved eroncous, and
inductive to endless misery, it were madness not
1o ruject, and execrate and expose (o the ex-!
ocration and rejection of all cur Bretbren. Or
whom should we account most our iriends; Those
who secing us in imminent danger, of which
we are not aware, decline warning us of I,
lest they should too much shock our feel-|

ings and disturb our momentary comfort; nay, who|!

from sclfish and intcrested motives, encourage us
to proceed in our dangerous carcer: or those wha
in their eagerness to save us, rush forward at the
risk of displeasing us, to our tirsely rescue: point-
ing out tous the hidden cvil; and, in the last ex-
tremity, pulling us out of the fire, as the apcstle
St Jude expresses it? vere 23,

Instead thenof condemning us ay  uncharitable
for shewing.them, without respect of persons, their
dangerous crrors; aur disseating brethren ought
to consider, as truly charitable, for so indced itfis
meant, our disinterested endcavour to win them
trom fhe broud and easy tcay, whick leads lo des-

truction, and place them on the strasght and nar-
row path conducling unto fife. Matt, 7, 18, 14.
To be sure, indo’ng ro0, wé may hurt their fc(-lmgc,

gion that cach and all of them arc fallible, and may
be inerror. It annoys them too. no doubt, to e sd|
importuned to quit the smooth and downsward road,
on which they glide along so easy towards the pre-
cipice; and to enier uponthe rugged, straight and
uphill path, whick leads to life; so decricd by their
hireling teachers; by whom, as St. Peter says, the
wey of trulk shall be evil spoken of, 2 Pet. 2. 2.
To be sure, if all they coveit here on carth, isthe
liberty to live and thinkas they pleasc; that Iiberty,
(a very unecriptural one however, is granted them
to the fullest extent, by the indulgent sects of the
day. They are spared by these, every painful dnd
humbling duty of religion. From fasting, absti-
nence and cvery peniteatial exercise; such asn St.
Paul thought it necessary to chastise Mis dody scith,
in order {o bring it under subjection, 1 Cor. 9, 27.
they are wholly exempted; as well as from the hum-
biing obligatian of confession, Jumes, 5, 16: neither

are they tied down in matters of faith to more than
what they themselves consider warthy of being be-
licved; nor evet abliged fo capticale their under-
standings in obedience to Christ, 2 Cor, 10, 5. If
with so little trouble to themselves they could gain
the kingdom of beaven, well might they scout our
warnings & admonitions&: feel evenindignant at our
Butlet them remember the words

Mat. 11, 190
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The yearly term, for which we engaged to el
the Cathalic bring now expired; we feel ourse ves
{or the present, not well able to continse it any
longer. OQur vizw in undertaking such a puobl'. ..
tion was, by familiarizing our Catholic brethren

with the invincible proofs ofour holy religion,to con-
firm them in the faith; & render them, in the midst
ol its coemics, what St. Peter exhorts us all to b,
always ready to salisfy every one, who askelh s &
reason of the hope tchich isir us. 1. Pet. 8. 15
The number 2lso of anticatholic publications, dei'y
starting up around us, seemed to render some such
undertaking indispensable; in urder to shew forth
the ignarant prejudice, or determined maiignity,
with which their editors persevere in misrepresen:-
ing and calumniating the only Church of the Su-
viour’s institation; the Church of all ages and na-
tions and the one from which all the others have
apostatized.—We thought it thercfore incumben:
upon us, toendeavar at silencing these hired or-
aans of the lying spirit: who, though foreed, like
the devils in the gospel, to prockim Jesus Christ
the Son of God, Matt, 8, 29, vet labour to make
him pass foran arrant impostor, whose word is
not to be relied upon; that wono, which he-himsell
assured us’ shawld never pass away, though heaven
and carth should pass awcay. Matt, 24, 25. That
worp had solemnly declared that the gates of Aely
should never preveil againct his Church. Matt. 16,
18. But they have notwithstanding set themselves
to prove toyou that the gates of Hel very soos
prevailed againsthers nay, that she herself, whom
her divise founder commanded us 20 hear, or bege-

counted as heathens and pubhicans; Matn 18, 17,
has become the very gateof Hell, a sink of idolatre
and of sinful abumination : that aeither ke
himself norhis holy spirit had, remained with ker,
or her pastors, teaching them all irulh, according
to his promise: Matt. 28, 20.—Jobhn 14, 26.—15,

26.—16, 18. &c. that, had it not been for Martin

Luther, Jerus Christ would have, lang ere notw,

disturb thejr quict and morlify their pride, But to

importunities.
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