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HEAD OF THE CHURCH.
The Bditor of the British Crivie, (snys
he Catholic Herald) known to bo Mr.
Newman, in the last number, bears no
v qivacal tostimony to the authority of the
Holy See. In spesking of the French
Revolution, and the constitwiion of the
~lergy as framed by the National Assem-
Wy, ke savse
tilorious, indeed, was the state of the
arch when the very children wero eon-
.. wars from their infancy, and when being
a Catholic was equivalent to beiug a cans.
didate for martyrdom. Many specious
atzaments might have been urged for the

mstitation ; it wos said that no cssemiulsims‘m‘ ol the heavenly powers of which, leon felt that ho was foiled, and fretted
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were touched, that only the external ma-
hinery of the chiuech was changed. The
French bishops, however, were well aware
thatthereal qzestion at issue was, whether |
the French church should be materialized
aud as it were, abserbed into the world ;
Ley saffered for their adherence to the
Holy See, the proper medivm of commu-,
won with the Catholic Church, 1t was,
aot however,in France alone *hat the great
antichristian power of the Freoch Repub-,
.c abmed at extirpating Christianity ;5 the
church suffered also, in the person of its
head, Pius VI The Directory, amougst
tie conditions of a treary, required of him
to withdraw his condemination of the con-
sutational elergy.  As was expected, he
relused, and the Freach general in laly,
au some assumed grievance, receved or-
ders *to make the tira shahe on the head
of the pretended dlief of the Universal
Church.' The Pope was made prisouer
and dragged from place to pluce ull he
died at Valence, August 29, 1799,

“The French Discclory now flattered
themsclves that the Church vas dcad with
the ecarthly representative of her divine
head ; short-sighted men! they set their
signet cn the tomb and placed a watch
around it—could they have looked forward
but two short years, they would have seen
their own idol, wlom they had setup,
lending lis hand to restore the church to
the carthly honors of which they had rob-
bed her, onlyto make her heavealy glories
the more radant. Little did the jme
perial despot hnow with what powers he
vas meddling when he re.established the
chusch ; he fancied that he wes only ad.
ding a lustre to bis own triumph, but he
swas all the wlule but a blind instrument in
the hands of God.  Qur himited space vl
not allow us to go fully mnto the detais
connected with the concordat of 1802; we
shallconfincourselvesto such circumstan--
cesas are proper to Lring out tho aature of ,
Napoleon's relation with the Holy See.,
It 1e strange that he should have ren!
course 10 Rome atall in the manter, ess
pecially ns many persons about him are
koown to have urged him to sct up-e Gallis
can Chuich, without ccmmuynion w.th the
rest of Christendom.  With that strange
mstieet, however, which extraordwary
men possess, he would have his church
Catholic, since such was the will of the
wajority of the natson, and the notion of a
Catholic Church out of communion with

tome docs not seem to have struck him.
*Many pessons,’ said he to Bourienne,
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and make mysell its head 3 but those men
do not know France ; if they had known
it, they should have known that the wa-
jority are very far from this rupture with
Rome. The Pope must push nio to ex-
tremitivs before I make up my wind to it ;
but T do not think it will be so.” The
same conversation records his reasons for
restoring religion.  *In all countrios relis
pion is useful to the government 5 it must
be used as an instrumient for acting upon
men. Asa matter of police the religion
of a stte should be absolutely in the
hands of him who governs it.” From
Rome alone could the despot obtain poss

he wished t2 make vse as-a stepping stone
to hicexaltation ; to Rome, therefore, he
applied.  Fiis anxiety for the success of
the negociation may be inferred from his
instructions tohis ambassador ;. “T'reat the

*!Pope.t he s, ‘asifhe were master of

200,000 wer.’  On this most military es-
timate of th2 greatness of his Iloliness the
ambassador acted, and the concordat was
concluded,  We are not going to enter
into its details 5 suffice it that it corrected
the crying evil of the constitution, by pre-
scribing that canonic.| institution was to

comre froms Rome, on the same footing as!

before the Revolutivn.”

Ilo remarks the firmness with which
Pius VII. refused to admit two constitu-
tional bishops to intervene at the corona-
tion of the Emperor, until they had for-
wally retracted their errors:—

« Another piece of treachery on the
part of the Emperor was the appointment
of twelve of the constitutional hishops to
the sees.  The Pope has been blamed for
his want of firmness in quetly allowing
these men to become rulers of the church
of France.
by one of the emissaries of Napoleon,
who nssured him that they had renounced
the constitution.”®  However yielding
Puis VII. was in other respects, on this
one-peint he was firm, and made x vigor-
ous stand against the imperial will. Every
thing clse the Pope was willing to give up;
Cardinal Gonsalvi in his name declared
that *his Holiness is ready to pass over
all eanvvical rules, all but doctrine ;* he
acknowledged dlat one coneession which
he miade ‘had no exampie in the cighteen
centuries of the church’—but he would not
accept the constitutional bishops withowt a
retractation of their errors. «Such a mea-
sure, * he says, © would wound the sub-
stance of the depositof the faith ; besides

“which the conscienceof the Foly Father

and the obligations of kis apostolic office
oppo-c msurmountable obstacles to it.'
By the year 1803, when the Pope was at
Paris, all but 1two lad submitted them-
selves to the Holy See. - Napoleon did lis
best to entrap the Pope into receiving
these, in spite of their refusing to do what
was required of them.  The, formula
which they were ordered to #ign contain-
ed a declaration that they *adhered and
submitted themselves to the decisions
which had «manated from 1ho loly Sce,
on the ccclesiastical offwirs of France.”
It appears that the refractory bishops were

* Mcem. pour senvir a UHigt, Keel. sol,

<would have me found a Gallizun churgh,
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He was however, dcceived !
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{ by express agreemont to be excluded from
‘\hc ceremony of the coronntion;®* on
,the evening however, teforo the Empe-
ror was crowned, he read over to the
‘Pope 1n a hurried manner o paper pur-
porting to be the setraction of one of the
"refractory bishops. His IToliness took
“home tho paper, and on reading it discov-
'ered thnt the word ‘canonical® had been
substitated for ¢ ecclesiastical’  He iw-
‘mediately wroe to Napoleon to signify
:lhal he cou'd not accept it, and to beg him
‘1o take mea-uros that nothing should ‘trou-
-ble or stain the august ceremony which
!was 1o take place the next day’ Napo-

exceedingly at the power which the quiet
dignity of the Pomift exercised over him ;
the result was that before Pius VIE had
left Pauis, all the bishops had, at least exs
ternaliy, submitted to him.

* Such was Napoleon's conduct before
he brohe with the Holy Seo: he fluttered
lnmself that the benefit whicl lie had con-
terred upon God's churcin by raising it
: from a stato of persecution, was to be re-
; paid by its abject submission,  The church

iwasto be onc of the steps under bis im-
: perial throne, and to be satisfied with be-

ing covered with cloth of gold and velvet,
as the price of being trodden under his feet.
He httle knew athwar, what  powers he
had come; the poor passive church
became an earthquake, which opened

under bim and swallowed his - gotten:
throne, °

Ou the excommunication of the Empe-
ror and his partizans, he adds ;

* Amudst e astounding events which
follow one another with lightning speed in
the history of Nupoleon, this little act of

the Pope’s is almost imperceptible, but who
jknows what unseen powers fought with
i England against him whom the church
“had condemned ¥ With all his indifference,
'"Napoleon showed great uneasiness when
he heard the news ; 1 he, however assum-
ed a lof1y tone, and wrote to Bugene Beau-
harnais in the same hypocritical strain
which had characterized his lotters to the
Pope ; ¢ Does ihe Pope think,’ says lie,
¢ that the arm: will fall from the hands of
my soldiers 2 Could ho have Jooked for-
ward a few yoars, he-would have seen that
this was precisely what did happen to him;
the numbed fingers ol his soldiers refused
1o bear their arms in the memorable Rus-
sian campaign.
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“The events which {ollowed this excom-
muni-ation show more than ever the real
object of Napoleon in restoring the church
in France : since ho cozld not make the
Pope his. liege-vassal, e dotermined 1o
destray.th- linv of St. Peter.  On the Gih
of July the Pope was dragged from Rome
and conveyed to Savana. In the casc of
Pius VI. the Directory hud allowed the
cardinals to disptrse themsclves, and thus
o get beyond their power 3 on the death
of thay Pope a sudden fortune of war had
driven the French from [1aly, aud enabled
the cardinals to assemble for the election
of Pius VIL; scurcely had ha taken poss
session of Rome,when the baule of Murens

* Artaud,Vie de Pie VIL., from which the
greater part of this account 1s.taken.
+ Bourienne, vol. 8, ¢, 14.
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go put tho north of lialy again in the
hands of the French ¢ it ssemed as if Pros
vidonco had swept them away on purposo
to clear the way for the election of n new
Pontill.  Napoleon determinded that this
should not happen agaiu s all the cardinals,
oxcept those whose aga rendered the
journcy impossible, were conveyed to
Paris ; the annulus Piscatoris was also ta-
ken thither and shown in toiwnaph, €
ever Rome scemed on the.evo of perish-
ing, it was then,  Napoleon's whole efforts
were bent on eff cung & separation be-
tween the Fienciv church and tho Holy
See ; for this purpuso he turned theolos
gian 3 he raked up all the old maxims of
the Gallican Church, and the famous four
articles of 1632, which mnay be called the
symbol of Gallicanism, were over in his
wmouth.  The Pope, howover, was by no
means impotent 3 though all communica-
tion detween the church and her head was
siricily cut off, though the cardinals and
even his confessorwere removed from him,
though he was obliged to write by stealth,
and pens, ink and paper, were removed
from him, still he had only to.sufler nnd
remain passive 3 ho alone had powers
which were necessary against his one-
mies, and his mere inaction was snfficient
to vanquish the Emperor.”

He ascribes to momentary weakness
the preliminaries entered into by Pius
VII. with Napoleon, for an arrange-
‘ment. '

* The Emperor, amidst the disasters
resulting trom the Russian-campaign, had
leisure to torment his illustrious captive.
After bosicging him with the entreatics of
the prelates of his own party, he-himself
unexpectedly eatered his apartments.
What passed during the interview was
never.known for certain, butin a few days
the articles of an agreement belween his
Holiness and Napoleon were published.
By thic unhappy document Pius agreed to
remain i France, to give up the patri-
mony of St. Peter, and 10 allow.the Me-
tropolitan to give cunonical institution toa
bishop, in case he himsclf did not do so
within a given period. Thus, after years
of a noble resistunce, Pius VIL in a
moment of weakness gave up what his
predecessors would rather have died than
yiclded.* Tt is not-wonderful that he acted
thus, considering the temptations which
surrounded him 5 stil the truth cannct be
denied, Piug wasmnot a Gregory.or an In-
noceat. It issaid that the great reason

which induced him to yicld was themisery
which his companions in exile were suf-
fering on his account,.and the confusion
which reigned in the church, now that all
channel of communication with her head
was cut off. [Ilad, however,8t. Gregory
VII. started back at the sight of the in-
extricable canfusion into which his opposis
tion to Henry had plunged Christendom,
at the miserable wars which it had excits
ed, the church unight now have been but
a vassal of tho state.  Our object, however,
is uot 10 examiae the conduct of the Pope,
“but to prove how unworthy was Napolcon
of the honorable titles which have been
heaped upon him. “The remainder of the
story-is soon told: PiusVI1L. snon recover-
ed from the fault which he had committed,
and retracted his concessions, This, of

* Here Araud takes for-granted the fiction
publizhed by the Enperor, of the Pope’s com-

pliance with his wishes.—Ep. Carnosre,



