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together. Each of them has a stirring history, and each is the
scene of legendary romance.*

We soon reach Coblenzt, where the gentie Moselle flows into
the Rhine. This is; the IlConfluentes " of Ooesar9s commentaries,
and its entiquityl stretches back to Coesar's day. Opposite
the town is the famous fortress of IlEhrenbreitstein "-tho
German Gibraltar of the Rhine. It; stands on a -rock 490 feet
high, and is accessible on ouly one side, and that is defended by
three flues cf fortifications, so that it is almost impregnable. It
is connected with Ooblenzt by a bridge of boats.t

We pass on again through our panorama of beauteous nature
and cbarming antiquity. At St. Goar, the river takes a sudden
turu round an almost perpendicular precipice. A amail gun is
fired off from the deck of our vesse], and the rock answers bacc,
the hbis take up the sound, and it lingers long in the valley
before it dies away, This is the Lorley, at the base of which
the siren bas ber home, fatal to luckless sailors. On the summit
of the rock she used to appear in irresistible lovelinesq, clad ini
garmerits of white, alluring '-ith lier hea-venly hayp-toines th%
passing sailors.

]?assing the castie of the Schonburg, we enter IlBingen, sweet
Bingyen on the Rhine.» In the river, just opposite the town,
stands the famous Mouse-tower, where, so the story goes, Arch-
bishop Hatto> of Mayence, was devoured by the rats as a retri-
bution for his cruelty. Bingen is a most charuiing spot, just on
the bend of the river, at the xnouth of the Nahe, oyer whichi is
an ancient bridge, built by the Romans.

Àfter paying a flying visit to the flue oli castie and the
Rochus chapel, 360 feet aboya the Rhine, wbither the faitiful
make plgrimages stili, we hurry on again par steamer up the

* The old castle of Drel Exen-the IlThree Towers n--shown on page
103, is a characteristic example of the hoary ruins of the Rhine Valley.
It illustrates the old Alsatian proverb, which says -

Tbree casties on one hill;
Three churches in one church.yard;
Three chties in one valley-
Such is Alsace everywhere.-ED.

t A characteristic feature of thý. ravigation cf the Rhine is the number
of rafts one ineets conveying the forest wealth cf the mounitains to the
sea. The generai aspect of these rafts is shown in cut on page i i5.-ED.


