
TUE CANÂDIAN PRESBYTEMR

thepory of benutv. Oneo type cf form and colour le beautifful to the Greck,
aniflicr te the Romaîi ; oue in the Easntern and anothc'r inu(tie W.'stern wvorld.
one te tho blavk illd auother te the White; oue te, the etilt;vnted man, infi
an(4lier te the vulgar. Who shahl deteriiie whleh is riglit 1 Who sliai

r tO1el thie mnirest 1eiaitre In LViow eo' these thuîîgs philosqophIOri
have been led te tlîir-k thiat bcaut',, like hap iuesi no whîere tÀe ho ltuud but
in the seul itsvif-iliat it if; notlîing but a crention of the liuman spirit..
Shial we say the saine thing of ucce-s iii the uniitry, or radtier eof the
judgmeint which is held iu regard te it by the Varions cengregatious unil peoples
of' thew~orld 1 To sortie extent, it le se. Tho semos vhiceh delighted, and
the ministry whi<,h satisfied, Our fathers weul<l bi' far froru deliglitîuîg or saLis-
fving uls. Thuut which the Geiman approves eof would meet with 1>o faveur iii
Érante. TI>t wvhivlî in Scotiand %would ho regsîrded. as prefuîd. :îible, and
cloquent, %vould bave no chitrmn fer ait English audience. Tho iniinister who
cati fill a chur-cli te overtlowing lu one towîî niay by the saine preacliing have
scattwred a congreguîtion in ainother. That Nwhieh imr.ssone mind aîîd
lends to deep convictions cf sin, or satisfying views otf gruc, is regmrdcd by
another as weakc, eommoîî place, and contemptible. We once kiiew a minister
who received a letter of' reinonstrance frern one of bis luenrers for certail
expressions whichh lilad used iii the puipit, mud fromn Another a letter et' thîauks

' for the liit and romfort ivhichi the saine ex ression hall afferded. Ail this le
very perplexiug te poor ministerg. They don t kuew soinies %vluat tc de, or
te think. They find ne standaird ef excehlency te -%vieh they cani appeal by
which te plemuse men. If they try te teacm they iustaiitly becoiino tee abstra,"t
and toc> learned. If they aim at iliuistrating the practical and doctrinal tiuuls eof
rcvelatien, by beld and strikingr images, they are mpplauded by ene J.Laqs, andl
by anether speken of as being fiowery and shalloîv. Eauh style lias its advo-
cates and its enemies. Often it happons that thc more keeuîly a mnu is abused
and opposed by eue party, the more levingly hie is admired and couintcnauced
by mnther. Se much se is this the case that au aitute saying et au Observant
friend et' ours bas te Ouîr thinking ail the weiglit aud wisdlorn of a proverb,
naîunely; IlThat hoc neyer knew a minister te siueed unitil bis nuseftulitess wvas
gene."

It muîst be allowed that there is a vast dcutleof ubsurdity and fefly i1i many
of' the estimations lu whichi miuîisters are held. Some speak of thieir 'pateis in
the lauguage of fulsome adulation, and exait thon te a piwhl eof goedness and
gcreatness beyoud that et' an angel. Lt is geod that people should indulga>

a pius affection fer their ministers, and rec'eive with soiiic ievercnce the werds
w ticb fall frein their lips. Ne geod will hu get frein a minister's labeurs
uniess therti be eutertaiuied fer bis person and lus office a beeomiog love and
re3pect. But this is wide as the polos frein that semni-deification. wbicb soe?
and these net ail weak miuîded pesons, give te t>îeir miniseî s. Oithers, agaiu,
speak in the mnost disparaging terns, and svith most unkind severity of tlie
servant of Christ and his labeurs. Tliey wiII allow nothiug good, or able. or
loving te cerne frei bis lips at ail. They magnify every defcét; and oerlook
every exceliency. They turu awvay the peint et every appdal te the conscieuue
by charging the speake.r with iiisincerity. They say, iu ettet, iîd the
PhaiiseeFi "ean any geod thing corne eoât of Nazarethu." Thuis spirit, we are
happy te think, does net jirevmili very exteusively among prfessing clirisîialîs etf
Our day ; neveruhelcess it may* ha found, and in every instance in which it i%
indulgred in, it ii be seen te restilt lu injuir te the persen's own seul, aî:d to
the community with which hie may be cennected. These are sots in Our feast-S et'
tharity ; seur grapes which turn the children's teeth. Between these two
e34remes we lind many varieties of ways in wluich a minister'a services are
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