
TH-E LOCUST TREE.

A T Maplehurst we have a dozen fine oldlocust trees, the kind botanically
knowvn as Robinia Pseudacacia. They were
planted over one hiundred years ago by the
first member of our family whio purchased the
old homnestead, and they are such rapid grow-
ers that now tliey rival iaples and chuis of
two or three times their age ini the wood lot.
They are interesting t rees, and liave sonme
menit for ornarnent wvith their racemes of
pea-like flowvers in early spring and their
delicately pinnate leaves. Thîey grow to a
hof"Ly hieighit and are not so dense in foliagle
as to hide distant views; y et as lawi) trees
thev are not ý.ery popular, because they are
inclijied to sucker, they are late in foliage,
and they make considerable litter both of
flowers and leavesý and brok-eî boughis.

But as an iîivestrnent, thue -rowving of
locust trees for fence posts on sandy soi]
would no doubt be a paying one, and we
quote f rom the X'ermiont Experiment Station
Bulletin a valuable extract on this subject:

Every farmier ini New England oughit
to produce posts for his own use at
least if not to seIl. There are three coin-
mon trees ebpeciidlly suited for posts-the
Red Cedar (juîiiper>, the Wli:te Cedar (ar-
bor v'itoe), and the coînmon Locubt (black or
yellow locust>. The hast will make the
quickest growth, is easily started, and best
adapted to otherwvise wvorthless soils. Good
locust posts iNilh usually be standing long
after the man wvho sets thmiDgie

«IBelieving that the g11rowingr Of Iocustb
on a fairly large scale f or saeas posts oughit
to prove profitable, the Vermiont Experimnent
station huas rccenthy been iîîvestigating the
question and started somie experimiental
plantations. Prehiiniary pla-ýntinigs of soîîîe
niîîc vanieties of trees have been nmade at
itîtervals siîîce 1897. The outconie is es-
pecialhy favorable in thie case of thîe wvhite
pines and the l-ocust.s, and a coîîsiderable
larger plantation of cacdi of these -,,as mîade
iii 190-2. This trial is being made on the

dryest area of the hevel sand plain east of
Burlingtoii. Pitch pine is the only tree that
makes a vigorous natural grýw'th here, al.-
tlîough the wvhite pine succeeds fairly wvel
whien plantecl. The locust far outstrips aIl
others, howvever. 0f several thousand seed-
lings set last spring, whien less than a foot
lîighI, nine ty-twvo per cent. are nowv alive and
three feet or nmore in lieiglît wvitl leafy
branclîîng tops. Seedling trees near by iii

exacthv similar soul have a trunk diameter of
five inches and a hieig-ht of sixteen feet at
eleven years of age; others nineteeri years
old, graoving in equally sandy but nioister
soil are averagin- nine inches in~ diameterat
the base, zand a clean shaft of twenty-four
or more feet, which is sufficient for three
fence posts and some fire wvood besides.
Twventy years froni seed will givc a crop fit
for posts on this hast soil, and the coppice
growtlî, folhowingy the cuttingr of the first

crop, vvill ensure a second crop ini even hess
timie. The seedling trees cost only $3.So
per thousand, and caîî probably be raised at
a hess expense. Allowing i000 such trees
per acre yielding, thuree posts ecdi once ini
tweîîty years, a hiandsomne return is assured.
The serious danger anid source of uncertain-
ty in locust citure is thue borer. Fortunate-
ly its worst attacks are coîifinied to thîe young
trees, and if thiese survive thien the danger
is soon outgrown. It is sai. that the use of
Ixeavier foliaged trees for one-third the plan-
tation ini mixtures witlî the locusts, wilh re-
duce this danger froni borers. WVhite pine
is con.sidered Uhc best tree for this purpose
ini sandy soil. TMie re.ison foir thie especial
s-uccess of the locust on barren soil is that
as a niemiber of the luca family it secures its
niitrogeni indirectlv fromi the air. It thus
gains its owvn supply of this efement, anîd at
the saine timie enrichies the soil wvhere it
grows. Thuis latter result is shownî by the
fact tlîat grass around hocust treces nîay ap.

pear eveni greener anîd more luxuriant thian
ini Uhc open field."


