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susface BDrainage.

From a late number of The Mk Lane
Ezxpress, we copy the followmg i—

“It is now genorally admutted, by all
those who are cowpetent togive an opimon,
that draming 1 the moxt unportant unprose-
ent of the soil that can he adopted. The
operation may be dwided into two depart.
ments—Surtace Dramage, and Mam Dra.
age. By the former, lands under cultivation
will be rendered capable of producing a
nuch larger acruable quantity of prednce ;
and by the latter, many trac's of 1ind con-
stantly under water, or frequently tlooded,
will be rendered parmanont by production.
Speaking of Sursace Drammaz, Mr. Dud.
geon says 1—* Taking the arable Jand atone
of the Ewpire, we may well conclude there
are not less than wit would be equal to
10,000,000 acres annually uuder cvop, to
which the improvements of thorough dram-
ing and its accessaries might be profitably
applied, and with mnmense advantaze 1o the
nation’s comfort and pecunuiry resources.
From what is known ¢ the effects of these
operations, on dulerent inds of soi, I con-
sider that I am within the wark in estimat.
ing the result of thewr apphication on so ox-
tended a scale as 1 have contemplated, as
rqual 10 an average of fully cucht buskels on
were.  Indeed, Mr. Smih states, the effeet
of such improvements upan the 1ost un-
promsing stenile soi, as exhibiting a raturn
of sixteen bushels an acre Ingher than 1he
average assumed by Mr. MeCuliorh for the
arable fand of all England ; and, 1 powt of
fact, to justify the expense of all those ope.
rauoens, we are warranted 1n assuaung to
the full the increase 1 have supposed—
Thiz, then, without havn.s recourse to new
soilg, would give an +ddition to the annual
produce of the Brapir: of 10,000,000 quarters
~an amount about ten tmes larger than our
average annual amportations tor the last
forty years.” Ilere 13 a source of pmprove.
ment unolving the profishic employment
of from fifty to sixty mlogs m labour, and
affording means for contimnng the rerma.
nent emnployment ot that labous.” .

We have for Jong heen vonvinced that
there is not any improvement ture required
in Canadwn agriculture, tian more pertert
Surface Draming, and Mam Pravung. —
Good farmmng, or productine craps, we never
can have on Jand that is net sutfizently
drained. In this clunate 1 portrcular, the
soil never can be w a pronerastate for arable
culture, it 1t 1s not dratned. And how can
we expect that plants weid thrve and find
nutranent in a soi that 18 at one time sxtu-
rated with moisture, and at another time,
dried and hardened by the effects of evees-
sive heat and drought.  When the soil is
properly dramed, ploughed lznd will not be-
come hard, but remmun Joose and open, and
receive the full berefit of the dew, and hght
summer showers, that are g0 well culeulated
to wourish and preserve, 1 a healthy state,
the plants growing upon 1. "The tender
and delicate roots of plants cannol extend,
or colicct sufficient nutriment 1 a bard soil,
which neither dew nor shizht showers can
penetrate 3 and soil not sutiiciently draived,
will be sure to become hard in the summer
heat we have in this country. In passing
through the country in the summer scason,
it is easy to observe the destructive effects
of the want of draiung, on lands that are
paturally flat, and the soil of strong quahty.

Last year, in particular, we had an opportu-
nity of sreing the crops of grain growing
upon euch lands, and we believe, m many
instances, they would not prodnce the seed
soun, IHow could it he otherwioe T as frem
what we conld see of these lands, the sqil
tust have been in a wetand unfit state for
sowing and harcowing, when the seed was
put m the grouud. No wonder the crop
should be bad.

INSURANCE OF FARMING BUILDINGS
AND STOCK.

We perenive, by The Mark Lane Express,
that Insurance can be effected in Eagland,
ou houses and farming stock, at extremely
low yater, compared with what farmors have
to pay m Canada, for the same de<eripion
of property. In Englaund, farming stock are
insured without the Average Clanse, at 1s.
Od. per cent—no duty. Private houses, not
hazardous, 1s. Gd. per cent. Ifazardous, 9e.
Gd. per cent.  Double hazardous, subject to
speerl agreement.  In Canada, we pay
rates of imsurance on farmung stock, bmid-
mgs, and therr conteats, ten tmes the
amount per cent. that is pud 12 England. |
We eannot see any reasonable cause for |
this great difterence 1n the rate of insurance.
[udead, we beheve, that farming stock and
busldings, are more subject 1o casualues, by
fire, m the Brinsh Isles, then i Canada—
Why 15 1t that we should not have “ A
Parmers’ General Tire Issurance Institu.
tion”’ mn Canada.

ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY.

There is sometlung healthful to the hu.
man mind 12 the pagsession of a portion of
tue earth.  Property ot other kiuds is casdy
squandered or dissipated, aud nmever can
@ive rise 10 those sechmes of attachment
winch spring up 11 the winds, even ot the
lowest of manind, with the acquisition of |
property an land. e incessant Jabour
wineh it requires 5 the lahits of solitade or
ot domestie society to which it gives rise ;
the permanence of the olyaet reeli; 2l
teng to arodace habuts of toresight and at.
tentien, and to cirech that propensity 1o pre- |
sent mdniaences trom which so tpugh wise.
Ty arses 1o the Jower orders, s *

The great difierence between the effects
of property 1 dand and mmoney upon the
buman character, consists in the superior
facibity of dissipation which the Jatter pos.
sesses. ‘T'he proprietar of a field cannot
comert & mto wnoney, ar render it the nicans
of wdulging sdividual graufication, without
thisposing ot 1t to a purchaser, or burdemng
it with debt. But esther of these 1s a great
and decisive step, sometimes drawme after
it a change of residence, an alteration of
employment, and probably the sacrifice ot
habits of feelings of attachment.  Men pause
hetare they tahe so serious a step, er m-
dulge in the habts likely to render 1t neces-
sary. Butthe case is totally different with
the possessor of a sum of money; it melts
away msensibly with the indulgence of taste
tor dissipation, and can te entirely spent
withou* mvolving a change of home, a sa-
crifice of afiection, or alteration of employ-
went.  Every person must have felt han-
selt, or wunessed in others, the great difter-
ence between the facility with which an in-
dividual n the higher ranks draws upon a
back, or spends woney in his possession, and
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dizposes of his estate ; and hence the im.
pactance which the iriends of every man of
unprovidont habite attaches to getting part

{ of hus professional earnings mvested m land,

or a house, or svmne other permanent object.
~Alison an Fopulation.
P e
THU COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE OF
FEEDING CATTLE WITH GRAIN OR
OIlL, CAKL.

It the farmer was a friend to himseld, the
preferable mode of fatting, was to feed the
animal with the good and clean produce of
msown farm.  When in the FEnghsh mar.
kety, beans can be purchased at 138, and
harley at 13s. per coomb, of 4 bushels, 1t 1s
recommended decudedly to feed with farm
preduce. 1t the opinion of eminent feed.
ovs of eattle, that to feed a beast for a prize,
corn 1s preferable to ail-cake s for independ.
catly of the cheapness of the one, the exact
cawpogition of the oil-cake sold in Fingland
was not known $ and besides, fending stock
with corn, was beneticia' to the farmer, as it
was creating a market for his own produce.

A Farmer states further i—

I gave my feeding beasts ground corn for
several years with success, particularly bezn
meal; 1 also used barley and wheat meal;
which, when I gave to them without a large
proportion of bean meal, disagreed with
them, causing them scour: but three years
ago, having a quantity of mferior barjey,and
wo beans, | determined to try whether the
bathng of the barley would prevent the ef-
fecte the meal produced on the bowels. The
trial was sosuccessful that I continued feed-
ing with boiled barlev ever since ; and this
?'oar 1 have six beasts feeding on boiled bar-
ev, superior to any J have scen in the
nexrhbourhaod fed on ol-cake : and so con-
vinced was a friend who saw them very late-
Iy, of the superior condition of mine to hir,
which are feeding on «il-cake, that he ex-
pressed hus intention of immediately follow-
ing my example.

‘The method of boiling the barley is as
follows :="To two quarts of water add one
of barley, then boilit glowly ; when it boils
add no more fuel, but lat it remain in the
vessel closely covered ; at the end of forty-
eight hours take 1t out toceel, and if proper-
Iy done, it will have mmbiked o]l the water,
every corn will be burst and m a jely-like
state 3 this mix with chafl; and afterwarde,
mive hay to assist rummation. My six
beasts, each weighing from 50 to 60 stones
(14 lbs, to the stone), consume two bushels
of barley per day, worth ot market 3s. per
bushel. ~“The cost of bathng, now coals are
sellng at 1s. §d. per cwt., 15 13d. per bughel.

It would be very desivable that farmers
shontd 1ry the above cxperiment,and wo
doubt not of its complete success. Wo
would also recommend ground oats to be
used in fattening cattle.  Half a bushel of
ground cits, of moderate quality, would be
a goed allowance for a common s1zed ox or
cow, given in three mashes. We will take
upon us to say, that with good hay and pro-
per attention, cattle will fatten as well and
at as JittJe expensc, fed on ground oatg, a8
on any other food they can be fed on m Bris
tish America, and it would te the most pro-
fitable market for this sort of gramn.

Ia the Victualling department at Ports.
mouth, an eye witness reports that, cornt
was bought, ground, cleaned, mixed, rollesly,
cut mto shape, stamped with the Queen's
mark, baked, taken out, and carried intothe
stores, in thirty.three minutes.



