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beauty, tenderness and love. The May festival has
come down to us fron a very remote antiquity, and
its origin is probably owing to some of the carlier na-
tions of fle cast.

Sonie classes, such as the milkmaids and the chim-
ney-s.ve<epers. have in particular assunicd this day for
a dislinctive festival; or, what is more likely, they
continued to celebrale it long after it fell into dis-
use with their neighbours. The first of these have in
most parts continued their Mayings, thouigh Strutt,
who wrote little more than seventy years ago, says,
"flic Mayings arc in some sorte yet kept up by the
milkmaids of London, who go about tlie streets with
their garlands and music, dancing." Misson, too,
but he is of yet carlier date. lias described the sane
thing. and more mintely:-"On the first of' May,"
lie observes, "and the five and six days following,
all flic pretty young country girls that serve the
town with milk. dress themselve up very neatly and
borrow abundance of silver plate. whereof they make
a pyranid, which they adorn witl ribbands and
flowers, and carry upon their eads instead of com-
mon milk pails. In this equipage, accompanied by
some of their fellow milk-maids and a bagpipe, or
fiddle, they go from door to door, dancing before the
houses of their customers, in the inidst of boys and

girls, that follow them in troops, and everybody
gives them something."

Whit Sunday, or Penlecost, which occurs tiis
year on the 27th of this month. is an Eccltsias ical
festival, set apart at a very early period in comme-
moration of the miraculous out-pouring of the Holy
Spirit on flic Apostles. The appellation of Whit-
Sunday is generally allowed to be only a slight ab-
breviation of »hite-Sunday, from the early and
eastern practice of candidates for baptism being
clothed in white.

This day is glso the anniversary of St. Augustine,-
who vas deputed by St. Gregory to be the converter
and apostle of the English. le succeeded in impres-
sing the fruth of the Christian religion on Ethelbert,
king of Kent, and many of his subjects, and became
the first Archbishop of Cauterbury. After many
years of persevering labor this venerable man died
on the 26tlh May, about A.-1. 610. and was afterwards

Ii many parts Of Engand-Whifsun-week is observ-
ed more or less as a holiday, particularly in the ma
nufacturing districts. Tens of thousands of children
in Manchester and other large towns, belonging to
Suiday and othe'r schools, are talkon by railn ays and
boats long distances io the country, for rural re-
creation. It has long been a practice for the young
folks to appear Il new attire at this festival ; all are
animated by ('pectancy and enjoyment, and the at-
tractive beauties of spring help not a littie the gene-
ral effect.

We are among those who have the belief that
whatever tends to refine and enlarge the tange of
human sympathies, and to pronicite the unsophisticat-
cd enjoyments of childlhood, iîust be in accordance
witlh the beneficent will of Providence, and1 sbould
be warmily cherislied. In the present mateial and
utilitarian age there is danger lest somie of the purest
well springs of hunian happiness be permitted to dry
up in the breathless race for wealtlh and worldly dis-
tinction. Of all dupes of sociefy, however, the cul-
tivators of the earth are the most inexcusable, if iliey

.negltet the moral teachings of their innocent and
time-lionored pursuit ; in the daily following of
which they not only witness the heart-striking proof
of cr'eation, wisdomn, and goodness, but they are the
actual instruments employed by the Divine Architect
for the accomplishment of his benevolent purposes in
the w'onde fuil economny of nature, for the benefit and
cnjoyment of both the rational and irrational parts of
bis creation.

May is a busy month to the farmer, and as the pre-
sent season is lite, the larger portion of the mnost
important operations of spring have yet to be per-
formed. All kinds of g1ain should be eown as soun

.as the soil and atmospierie conditions are suitable.
The early sowing of t res, carrots, parnsnips. &c.. for
cattie food, is of' much consequence, and flic land
should receive the best cultivation that circumstances
will allow. Ground intended for turt ips, niangel
'wurzel, potatoes, &c., ouglht now to be tboi'oughily
prep'ired anl maniured, if not donc before. The suc-
cess of root crops depends far more on the cultivation
and attention they receive than is generally imagin-
ed. It is not uncommon to luear men complain of
the want of success in those matters, attril uting their
failure to some pec'.liarity of the season, when, in
fact, if is simply due to their own want of skill and
attention. There can be no doubt that root crops
pay ; but their culture must be thorough, in accord-
ance with the most approved modern practices, and
in a country like ours, it is generally inexpedient to
have large breadths under such crops.

Becs still require attention, and in suitable situa-
tions will repay for al) that is bestoved on them. In
ordinary seasons, tbey scldom cast tlcir swarms in
this country before next month. Tusser in hisM.ay's
Husbandry, says-

" Take ietd to thy bees that are ready to swarm,
The los thereof now is a cronwn's wortht ot harn ;
Let skilful tbe rea1dy, and diligence seen,
Lest being too crels, thou losest thy betien."

There is an old p ovcrb. as ancient as the days of
Tusser, whicli says. in alluding to becs-

" A swarm of bees in May
Is w'ortht a load of hay ;
A swarm of bees iii Ju,e,
Is wvorth a silver spoon ;
A swar imi of ibees inà July

Is notworth a ny."


