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the course of a few days, or even hours, the air{ . Iu conclusion let me offer my readers a piece
in the bottle will be found to be just as pure and ! of advice :—Kick out your stoves, unless perhaps
exactly the same as the rest of the air of the inthe hall, where from the more constant

ajartment in which the experiment is made.

Iow is it that many localities, lying in shelter-
ed positions, surrounded by monntams, and in

which thousands and tens of thousands of pounds ,

of carbonic acid are beinz annually given out
from the carth, for instance, at Carlsbad and the

thine Provinces; how happens it that' these,

places are perfectly healthy 5 how comes it that
the gigantic breweries of London are not per-
fect charnel houses from the enormous volumes
of carb mic acid exhaled from the fermenting
vats? simply because there is such a law as the
diffusion of gases.

But it will be said that carbonie acid in inju-
rious quantity is often found in wells, caverns,
sewers, &e., &e. The factis perfectly true,
but the rcason of the gas bemg always
found there is, that itis being constantly exhaled
from the bottom, cither from the water of the
wells or from a decomposition of the filth of
the sewers. Stop up the sources from which
the gas is heing continually exhaled and diifused
through the atirosphere, and the Grotto del Cane,
ar the Valley of Death, wounld ina very short pe-
riod of time become as healthy as Yonge Sureet.

Mr. Ruttan states that the deleterious gas
accumulates to such an extent between the joists
and floorings asto extinguish a candle, and yet in
a previous paragraph he maintains that it pas<es
with the greatest case throush oors and ceilings ;
the one statement is in contradiction to the ather.

It is scarcely necessary to state that the as-
sumption of cholera, cousumption, scrofula and
elephantiasis being caused by exposure to car-
bonic acid alone, 1s as unfounded in fact as are
many of the statements to which T have alluded.

Thus far, Mr. Jditor, I Vave pointed out a
{ew of the errors into which your correspondent
has inadvertently fallen ; my present object has
been solely to 1emove any erroneous impressions
which might exist in the minds of some persons
as to the danger they were incurring fiom car-
bonic aeid, at the same time to assist in a siaall
degree in that most important object of peviodi-
cal literature,—the promulgation of correct
knowledge.

I'should be extremely sorry if it should be
thought that | desived in the slightest degrec to
tavalidate the eflorts of your talented correspon-
dent towards elfecting a velorm as regards venti-

- Jation, which is a subject of the greatest interest
afecting as it does the health and lives of so many
mniillions of our fellow creatures, and suflicient
praise cannot be given to Mr. Ruttan for the
zeal and energy with which he has devoted him-
self to so important a study.

draughts they can do little or no injury ; use
topen fire-places or coal grates, and if' you wish
' to make assurance donbly sure, fix an American
ventilator into the flue just below the ceiling 3
stufl up your windows if you will, but not your
doors; allow a free current of air into the room,
either by Mr. Ruttan’s process, or by the natural
oue, and having done this yon may safely rely on
it that you have nothing to fear from,
M, Editor,

Y our most obedient Servant.

CarsoNic Acm.

! December, 1831,
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TIE GROLOGICAL SURVEY.

For the Canadiun Agriculturisi.

Sz :—With the view of furthering the ob-
Jjeets contemplated by the Geological Survey,
connected with Agriculture, I communicated
few faets and practical ohservations in the Globe
s of Mareh 11th last, with reference to the Gyp-
ysem and Coal Formutions ; especially refer-
“ing to the former as immediately conneeted with
V the prosperity of Canadian Farming, and to the
j latter as exhibiting similavities in mining charac-
, ters, Dip, Position, &e., with some of the great
"mineral masses in Europe and elsewhere. It
1 was ecpected that the observations and sugges-
 tions alluded to, respectiully made and brought
!under notice, wonld have drawn the attention ot
! persous oflicially employed ; but as this usage has
'not been complied with, 1 take the liberty of
i offering a few further remarks on the same sub-

ject, and pointing out some important defects in
+the published proceedings. In the Reports,
_ 1844, we have a brief and imperfect examina-
tion of the important Gypsum Formation on the
Grand River; on the development of these and
" similar mines of the mineral depend results far
_more weizghty to Canada, than the Copper re-
, gions of Lake Superior. Since the Reports
“alluded 1o, four or five mines have been explored,
not one of which was indicated in the Report,
but several of them were subsequently pointed out
by practical men, by their relative Geological
position to old workings, and other wmining char-
acters.  Another important omission is the ab-
sence of any notice of the peculiar cretaceous
nature and Chemical cowbination,—a Carbonate
as well as Sulphate of Lime, of extraordinary
Specific gravity. *  The interesting and valua-

{

* This fact was explained in 2 former communica-
tion, when preparing a quantity of Gypsum sent from
! Paris in GV, to the Roval Agricultural Society, the
. Carbonic Acid Gas liberated in grinding put out the
candles in the mill.




