
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 501

thick is firm enough for a man to walk on
without sinkng more than four inches into it, I
it is fit for use. You then take some straw, or
beaver hay, and chop it n about 4 inch lengths,
onevery shovel full of mortar you shake a
handful of this litter, which is for the double
purpose of drawing the water out of the mor-
tar and preventing it fron cracking. When
you think you have got enough to build yuur
.ail 4 feet high, you commence by takmg off
the last shovel full (each shovel full removes
isowii share of litter) in your hand, roll it
on the litter so as it will be evenly covered or
mixed with it, strike it witlh force on a heavy

ank, or slab, or large stone if you have one
convenient, until you get it to the shape you
want it, For the lower part of a chimnney
the w.ils should be 18 inches thick. For
tbis your pieces should be of the saine length
asthe thickness of your wall, and wlhatever
nidth is most convenient, either 4 inches 6 or
9,and then either 4, 3 or 2 brieks will cross
one, and make a complete band. By laying
Ibm on carefully and pressing then firmly
together, you will make a wall that will last
longer than any woolen bouse that ever

as built. After the wall reaches the height
of4 or 5 fcet a wall of 6 inches thick will do,
dben you mould your pieces to the size most
convenient. Fron 4 to 8 days by a man
Rho is well acquainted with the woik, will
bi!d a chimney in any common house or
ianty, and had :such a practice been pursued
inthe County of Bruce, it would have saved
thnusands of dollars, as well as heart-aches.

Then there is another advantage the fire-
lace has over a stove, in the article of
male lioht. With a tolerable supply of dry
iht.wood $2 worth of tallow would do in
à year for candle light, whereas unless they
it in total darkness less than 6 or 8 dollats
int do with a cooking stove.

Again there is the wood. It does not take
inmuch iin bulk, but it takes far more labor
Io cop wood for a stove, than for a fire- place,
adif the house is not very close, which is
Yedon the case in the I bush," the stove is
bhned out in the fourth or fifth year, and in
may cases before it is paid for.

The next aiticle we cone to is the plough,
-Lalthough lie vould be considered a bold

nthat vould deny the fact of a plough be-
g a useful implement in agriculture, yet

re are many who have got then here on
tic" wlo had as much use for them as a
ive Of Madagascar bas for a pair of skates,

One acre of new cleared land is worth 3 acres of
or called plowed land, for the simple reason,
that the land is not plowed ; to be su-e the plow
and team are in the field and are driven round
through and amsng the stumps, but the work
bears no more resemblance to plowing than a
fresh chopped fallow does to a well laid floor.
But lie lias a vague notion that it must be
plowed, lie lias seen good second crops.ob-
tained by plowing, and lie dont see whyhbe
should fare worse thon his neighbour. Now
althougl the land is unifornly good, yet therq
are many different kinds of soil from the solid
pavement of boulders and small stones, with a
slight mixture of vegetable mould, to the
finest sand, with 18 inches of the same mould
on the top of it, and from the stiff white clay
in the black ash swale, to the loai that you
could sift througlh a cheese cloth.

But our Bruce farmer classes all alike, all
get the same usage, go through the same pro-
cess. That is by those that do ail on the
credit system. We have some as good far-
mers as there are in any part of Canada, but
what can they do anong such a crowd that
will do nothing but wait. They will wait
tilt the swamps day up and then they wont
need draining. They wait tilt the roots and
stumps rot before they attempt to level the
cradle knolîs formed by the roots of trees
blown down. After cropping the land until
it ,:i worn out, they ]et it run wi*d until it re-
covers itself again. They petition to have
their land reduced in price from 82 to $1 an
acre, although they would not think fromn $10
to $16 a cent more than the value ivere they
selling out. When their petition wo'nt be
heard, they wait tilt the times get better or
the government changes.

Ail this timue the industrious settler is trying
to do ail he can, he removes aIl obstructions
off his land in the shape of fallen timber, old
rotten logs, opens surface drains, levels all
knolls, and does every fbing in his pover to
render his land capable of being sown early.
In the year 1858, which may be termed the
destitution year, men of this description had
as good crops as ever they had. Two of
these came under ny own notice, one was a
piece of spring wheat, on a piece of flat land
with some vegetatable mould on top, ivhich
was well dragged in the first week of April.
The yield was about 30 bushels to the acre.
Tlie other fartm was a clay loani; the part oz
it that was tilled in the way I describe
was a field in. which there was a


