
AG1U('ULTURIST, AND JOURNAL

still, therefore, the singular anomaly of a coun-
try distinguishecd by its liberai patronage to sci-
ence, dependent for its informatioi. respecting
its native plants on the descriptions of zpecimens
culled by early travellers. What was thirty
years ago, and is now, of the highest value, can
only in a paîtial manner meet the wants of the
country in these days, when new manufactu'res
and new forms of industry, seeking new pro.
ducts to work upon, are ilaily springing up
around us. We desire to place the science of
Botany on a more satisfactory footing in Canada
than that whicl it now holds; we desire to in-
case the existing stock of kno ledge; we desire

to di.Tuse a taste for the study, so as to add to the
number of laborers now in the field; and we
.desire to place on record new observations and
discoveries, as they arise. The Botanical So-
ciety is designed as a miieaus of carrying out
,purposes such as these.

Extensive circulation was given some time ago
by Canadian newspapers to a report. that Sir
Wm. Ilooker was on his way to Canada with a
staff of assistants, to explore the botany of the
country. I have the best authority for statidgoe
that that report was without found -tion. It
.probably originated in certain proposals that
were made.to the Colonial oilice regarding the
publication of & series of popular Manuals of
Colonial Botany; but no expedition was ever
eontemplated by Sir Win. Ilooker, or any one
clsc, at the instance of the Government. On
th contrary, recent communications from the
.botanical advisers of the Hone Government in-
dicate that Canada nust follow the salutary ex,
ample of other old established British Colonies,
fid conduct for herself investigations into the
nature and distribution of lier indigenous pro-
ductions.

We i ready possess in Canada several impor-
tant scientifie societies in active operation.
Wihile the Canadian Institute is of a conprelen-
sive character, embraeiug all branches of science,
literature and philosophy, the special department
of geology is amply cultivated by the Natural
History Society of Montreal, which lias also,
however, made valuable contributions to zoology

zand botany. In addition to such institùtions as
these, we liave, of stili more special character,
the Government Geological Survey, which lias
been instrumental in carrying ort investigations
6f the greatest importance to the country, whie-

. ther their results be viewed as intellectual
eachievenents or as contributions to material
ïndustry.

.Itis proposed tlat our Society shail have for
its object the;advancement of Botanical Science
in all. its departments-Stryetural, Plysiological,
Bystematic and ,Geographical; and the applica-
tion of Botany to the useful and ornamental

-erts:of life. The means by which this objeet
<.may be accomplished are various, and will come

.before us for discussion from time to time. In
.the meantime, it is-proposed that there shall be
nionthly evening »e.etings in Kingston during

the winter for the reading of papers, receivi,
botanical intelligence, examiînmg specime,
and discussing matters of scientific iimterest
relation to the science; also that there shall
field meetings during the summer in distant
calities in Canada, as Well as in the other -
tishi Provinces of North America, and occasi-
ally also in the adjoining States, whereby c
imembers may have an opportunity of iînver
gating the botany of districts that have bc
iniperfectly examined. By the above, and si-
lar means, nuch importat information may
brouglt together. Such faets and results, n
to science, as are laid before the Society, fr
time to time, will afford materials for the pu
cation of "Transactions," whereby our sto
may be rendered available to the public in Ca
da, and to botanists in other parts of the wo-
In addition to suci means, the Society r
greatly promote its objects by corresponde
with botanists in other coin*.ries, and especi
with those who are located beside the extera
pubie herbaria, botanical libraiies, and gard-
in various parts of the United States and Eurc
By correspondence withî sch pcrsons, ra
doubtful points in nomenclature may be se
rest, while the existence of information rela'
to Canadian Botany may be ascertained
miglt otherwise remain unknown, Botar
distinguished iu certain branches of tlie sci,
may be called upon to furnish reports on t
special subjects, for which materials ma
brought together by the ý.ienbers. Such
will be of the greatest value to the Society,
I have therefore gratification in nforming
that communications have already been rece
fron some of the nost active botanists in
United State.3, England, Scotlaind and Pru
pronuising cordial co-operation. So sooî
preliminary operations enable us to procee
the discussion of scientific business, yöu.
also have an opportunity of ascertaining thk
already have observeis throughout the le
and breadth of Canada, as -wcll as in the i
North American Provinces, from the Red I
in the far west to the Island of Prince Ed
in the East. In common with the botani
other countries, we must necessarily take
nizance of those discoveries in structura
physiological botany which are daily challei
a carefid examination. But our position
comparatively new countr.y points out to
special path of research which it will lx
duty to follow-that which has for its· ,
the investigation of the species botany of '
da, the geographical and local distributi
the plants. The indigenous plants, whbose
ducts are now used or are capableof beit
plied to the useful arts, will deserve à:
share of attention, and no doubt regan
also be had to those tlat are suite.d to o
mate, but have not yet been introducédd. -
around our path in the woods and o.
shores of our laies are many plants, cpps
yielding food and physic, dyeing, anq' .i


