INTRODUCTION

sent out an armada to encounter the English in the
Gulf of Mexico. Champlain was given the command
of a ship in this expedition, but his experience
during the war served rather as an occasion to
develop his genius as a mariner and cosmographer,
than to add to his renown as a warrior.

God, who in His providence disposes of the lives
of men according to His divine wisdom, directed
the steps of Champlain towards the shores of the
future New France. If the mother country had not
completely forgotten this land of ours, discovered
by one of her greatest captains, she had, at least,
neglected it. The honour of bringing the king’s
attention to this vast country, which was French
by the right of discovery, was reserved for the
modest son of Brouage.

While Pierre du Gua, Sieur de Monts, was
wasting his years and expending large sums of
money in his fruitless efforts to colonize the island
of Ste. Croix and Port Royal, Champlain’s voyage
to Acadia and his discovery of the New England
. coast were practically useful, and in consequence
Champlain endeavoured to assure de Monts that
his own efforts would be more advantageously
directed to the shores of the St. Lawrence, for here
it was obvious that the development of the country
must commence.

Champlain’s next step was to found Quebec.
With this act began our colonial history, the foun-
dation of a Canadian people with its long line
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