bell sent out n  final peal, the apex
sank a little, rocked, then the whole
structure came down, part on the roof
of the church and part on the platform
in front of the main door.

The burning stceple wasl the great fea- |

ture of the fire for the spectators. From
every: guarter they viewed it with in-
terest, and the fall of the apex was &

sight they say they will all remember.
Explosion of the Boiler.

But, before the steeple fell in, the
spectators were treated to a shock caus-
ed by the explosion of Simpson’s. boiler,
situated under the sidewalk, at the
northwest corner of the new seven-story
structure. With the explosion there
shot up a column of flame and smoke
hundreds of feet in the air. The noise
was terrific, and shattered neighboring
windows, but no -injury seems to have
been sustained to anyone by reason of it.

After a 4-hour struggle, the blaze was
driven backward, and finally extinguish-
ed, but not until the Agriculture and
Arts building, occupied by Jamieson, and
the whole of Sutclifie’s establishment
to the north were left in smoking ruins.
The glass front of Eaton’s Queen-street
store was ruined by the intense heat,

- but the line of hose prevented the fire
from entering here, as it had at Jamie-
son’s. :

In the meantime the fire was as stub-
bornly met in other quarters. Twb
branches were carried from Queen-street
into the attic of the Henderson block
where the fire was raging, and a like
‘force was brought from the rear into
the same quarter, and the work of flood-
ing out the consumer from this corner
began. It had ° gained considerable head-
way, but systematic work triumphed,
and the top story only was burned.
With four streams pouring into the high-
est floor for two hours, the entire build-
ing became drenched, and the floods of
water dripped through to the basement,
completely saturating everything in
the stores of Miss Brisley and J. Bonner.

Branches run irom Richmond-street,
under the Comfederation Life archway,
and from Queen east and Victoria-streets
were detailed to that portion of the con-
flagration south of Queen-street, on the
east side of Yonge-street, where the
Imperial Bank, Henderson's, Milne’s,
Dunfield’s and the Tremont House were
threatened. With the single exception o
Milne’s,the highest * stories only of ithese
buildings were burnt.

The escape of the Confederation Life
building was the marvel of the entire
conflagration. The roof, whieh is covered
with slate, seemed to be steaming by
reason of the heat from the burning
buildings. Time after time it was ex-
pected that it would go, but the wind
on the whole was favorable to the Con-
lederation building, and in that way it
escaped. What seemed a weakness in the
building, some one said, was the absence
of shutters on the windows, because there
was a liability of the glass breaking,and
in that way sparks might get inside. As
it was, however, the magnificent Confed-
eration Life Block escaped, and every-
one was more that satisfied that this
fine monument was retained to the city.

The Eaton Co. have an efficient sys-
tem of fire protection of their own,
equal, they consider, to saving their
buildings and goods if threatened with
fire. Six watchmen are stationed night-
ly in the different departments, and the
building -throughout is provided with
the Grinnell automatic sprinkler sys-
tem, which is caomnected with pumps in
the building, and a water supply drawn
from the city service. This system, fur-
ther, is carried to the roof and con-
nected with three hydrants there to
which hose is attached. Immediately
when the fire from Simpson’s began to
approach northward Eaton’s staff put
the hydrant system at work, and in five
minutes had three efficient streams play-
ing coutinucusly .en their roofs from the
three hydrants thére as long as danger
threatened. Beésides the watchmen, - 10
or 12 members of the Eaton staff were
on hand, including Mr. Phillips, their
chief engineer ; Mr. John Eaton, Mr. Ma-
Gee, Mr. Picrson and Mr. Poole. The fire
brigade admitted the exeellent assistance
given to them by the Eaton people pro-
tecting themselves and thus preventing
the spread of the conflagration.

Removiog the Debris.

Street Commissioner Jones ‘began at
6 o'clock yesterday evening the work of
removing the debris from Yonge and
Queen-streets, caased by the fire. He
had 30 men and 15 carts employed, and
by 11 p.m. the clearance was comple(e%y
eifected. In conjunction with the meén
of the fire brigade Mr. Jones tried to
pull down the column of brickwork re-
maining of the Simpson building. But
afl their work was unavailing, and after
a 1 1-4-inch hawser had been broken in
the effort the attempt was abandoued.
Mr. Jones would bave used a charge of
dysamite, but could not obtain the ma-
terial till after nightfall, when he judged
it- imprudent to attempt to use it. Mr.
Sfimpson will be re:iuested"l’n the morning
to at qnce have the dangerous column
taken down.

THE ORIGIN oF TIHIR FIRE,
What Caused the Conflagration ? — The
Story of the Weztchman.

“ What was the cause of the fire ?”

This question was asked by a World
reporter, and William Farley, the night-
watchman at Simpson’s, was the man
who answered. He said: ‘It started
in the packing-room, and I can’t account
for it in' any way. I had just goue
through the building not ten minutes
before, from top to bottom, and there
was no sign of smoke or fire. Yes,
was supposed tc stay in the building all
pight and watch. 1 was not drunk when
the alarm was sounded. It is true I
was not irf the building at the time the
fire was discovered, but I was not out
of it more than ten minutes, perhaps
not so -long. * I just went up to the
back door in Queen-street to get a little
fresh air. 1 met.one of the Holmes’
Protection Agency men, and was talk-
g o him We walked round
to the west side of the buildiug
and discovered there ,was a fire in the
basement at the southwest corner, fac-
ing the churchyard. *.I ran again to
Queen-street, and ecalled to the police-~
man there to gzive the alarm. He did
so, and that is all I know ol it.”

Policeman Roberts, who gave the alarm
at 12.33 a.m., said that he was stand-
ing at the corner of Queen and Yonge-
gtreets, when he saw two men jump the
fence in rear of Simpson’s. He ran to-
wards them and discovered that one was
Nightwatchman Farley, and the other
one of the Holmes Protection men. They
zalled to him that Simpson's was on
fire and he ran at once to pull the
alarm. '

The Man Who Discovered the Fire.

Alexander McKee, the Holmes Protec-
tion employe, who discovered the fire,
yaid last night: *“I was passing the
Queen-street store of Robert Simpson
on- Saturday night, when Farley, the
sugineer of the building, eame up on
the sidewalk through the manhole. We
stood talking for a minute or two, when
the.clock struck 12.30. I heard some
glass breaking and asked Farley what
it was. He said he did not know. 1
asked him if the people were working
[n the coffee house, thinking some of them
might have broken a glass there. When
we got opposite Knox Chureh we heard
the noise of glass breaking again. Then
we concluded that someone was trying
to break into the church and jumped
pver the fence into the church grounds.
Them we observed through the windows
of the basement of the Simpson building
that a fire was-in progress there.] We
then called out o a policeman that there
was a iire, and Farley gud I descended’
through the manhole into the engine
room. Farley broke open a door lead-
ing from the engine room into the base-
ment and caught hold of a line of hose.’
The fire then was \running
along the ceiling and: * “the
place was very hot. Farley threw
down the hose, and said there was no
water in them. Whether he turned on

&

the valve to turn on the water or not
I cannot says At all events, the heat
became so intense that we were forced
to leave the building. Farley was per-
fectly sober.”

Said Mr. Bi : I know nothing
whatever i the cause of the
fire. There are mapy TIumors, but
I know nothing as to their truth.
Farley, the man who attends to the
furnace, is the inside watchman. It is
alleged that he was intoxicated. This
ke denies, and he was certainly sober
when I saw him whilst the fire was in
progress. I was down at business ns
usval on Saturday, and the first inti-
mation I had was a telephonic mess-
age at 1240 am. I burried down, and
stayed watching the ﬁﬁerce flames for
two hours. At 8.30, whemr I left, the
structure was gone and all its contents.
No one could throw any light on the
origin of the fire, nor have 1 since heard
any explanation of it. It passes my
comprehension. :

All I know about Farley is that it
was his duty to visit every department
of the store. I knew him to be a sober,
reliable, respectable man, and he did his
duty well as regards the furnace. and
watehing.

I cannot understand how the fire got
such hold before it was discovered. In
addition to Farley inside, there were the
watehman and police outside at this busy
corner.

Mr. C. H. Booth, head floor walker in
the Simpson building, said that he had
ouly left the store at 20 minutes to
11 o'clock on ' Saturday night, and
that everything was all right then.
Nightwatechman Farley was perfectly
sober when he left the building. While
Mr. Booth was talking te The World
reporter a bystander remarked that
Farley was drunk when the alarm rang.
Booth at this became angry, and,
turning to the man, said, with vehe-
mence, “Anyone, who says that Farley
was drunk  is mistaken.”” ‘ Have you
seen Farley since the alarm sounded ?”’
was asked. ‘“No, but I know that he
is sober,” was the reply.

Many Unfounded Rumors.

One of the stories current in regard
to the origin of the fire was that it
was the work of an incendiary, and
some went so far as to say that it

§| was the direct outcome of the agitation

against the departmental stores All
sorts of rumors, reports and insinuations
to this effect were in circulation yester-
day, but as far as could be discovered
not the slightest foundation for auny of
them existed. The only things
tha: could be connectgd were the
facts that the fire at Simpson's storq
came the night after the small public
meeting held in the Pavilion to protest
against departmental stores.

Thinks It Was Incendiary.

Mr. E. P. Pearson of the Northern As-
surance Company, who placed all Mr.
Simpson’s insurance for him, was on the
scene by 1 o'clock. He said yesterday :

« The fire I believe to have been in-
cendiary. It started near the wooden-
ware department in the basement, where
there ie nothing -of an inflammable. na-
ture. The furnace room was a s&epar-
ate vault under the sidewalk, and se-
parated from the main building by a
thick wall and heavy door. It is to-
day intact, and was not even scorched.

The incendiaries may have concealed!

themsclves in the building before 11
o’clock, or perhaps have entered through
the basement windows that look out on

the churchyard of Knox Church. The |
noise of breaking glass the watchman |
heard was evidently made in their es- |

cape. Watchman Farley was perfectly
sober.”
A Straight Theory of Incendiarism.

A gentleman connected with one of
the burnt -buildings stated last night to
The World that he had no doubt that
the fire was caused by incendiarism, and
expressed it as his opinion that the agi-

‘tation agaiust departmental stores was

directly connected therewith. His state-
ment is to this effect, that Farley, the
nightwatchman of Simpson’s, cawe up
through the manhole out of the base-
ment to the sidewalk level along side
the main entrance door to Queen-street;
that looking across the road he saw the

Holmes Electric Protection man going |

his round and making his ring at Sut-

cliffe’s door opposite; that the Holmes|

man came over to sprak to Farley, and
while the two were chatting they heard
a crash of window glass; that their
attention was called to this, and that
they ran and jumped over the Knox
Church fence and went in the direction
of the moise—that of breaking glass.
Opening into the churchyard there were
two windows from the packing room in
the Simpson badsemedit. In here they
saw the fire. They. immediately return-
ed, descended the trap hole on Queen-

street, and attempted to put out the

fire by means of the hose there. The
World’s informant believes that the in-
cendiary went into the churchyard, broke
the windows in question, and threw some
combustible or bomb into the straw in
the packing room, and in that way caus-
ed the conflagration which took piace.
In other words, that the building was
deliberately fired, and that the agita-
tion agaiust departmental stores had
gsomething to do with it.

The police decline to express any opin-
jon as to the origin of the fire.
Had the Wires Anything to Do With 1t?

There is one peculiar thing in coms
nection with the three big fires recent-
ly, namely, the one which started in The
Globe building, the one which started in

1 | the Osgoodby building two or three days

after, and the one in Simpson’s Sunday
morping. They all had the wires of the
Toronto Incandescent Company in their
buildings, and, as far as can be gathered,
the fires in every case started in the
basement, where the feed wires came
in., It was suggested in these columns
at the time of the last two fires that
the inquest go thoroughly into the mat-
ter of the wires, the voltage they carried
and the strength of the. ground currents.
The World has been informed that mo-
tors have been run as an experiment by
simply grounding one end of a wire and
the other to the gas pipe. The World
is also informed that so strong is the
ground current in the neighborhood of
these wires that 110 volt lamps have
cen lit by attaching one wire to the
fuse block and the other end of the
wire to the gas pipe. Should an inquest
be held, it is in the public interest that
seientific evidence should be given as to
the statements made above.

THE LOSSKS AND IASURANCE.
Complete List of the Sufferers and the
Amount Involved.

Yesterday most of the leading mer-
chants who suffered by the fire were not
definite as to their exact position. The
losses in the case of Robert Simpson,

Philip Jamieson and J. Sutcliffe & Sons;

are entire, Mr. James Bonner, on the
northeast corner, suffers chiefly from
water, his stock -of gents’ furnishings
being practically ruined. Dunfield & Co.,
who are also gents’ furnishers, suffer in
like manner. Three house furnishing es-
tablishemnts also suffered pretty badly.
The flames made a bad mess of J.Milne
& Co.’s establishment, where the salvage
will be very slight. C. F. Adams, in
Younge-street, and J. F. Brown in Queen-
street, were luckier, but the water spoil-
ed a good deal of stock.

Messrs. T. Eaton & Co.s loss is com-
paratively slight, considering their vast
stock, and is by water. McPherson & Co.
and Gourlay, Winter & Leeming, on the
went side of Yonge, have a loss through
smoke, Those haviug offices on the
upper stories of ithe partially burned
buildings had most of (their belong-
ings spoiled, but in no in-
stance, 'except that of the Canadian
Umbrella Company, which was sitnated
above Bonner’s gents' , furnishing store,
was the loss counsiderable Mr. C. M.
Henderson, the auctioneer, came out
most fortunate of all. He had some
goods in the window, which he moved
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Interviews With the Losers—Mr. Simpson
To Rebaild At Once,

On the afternoon of the Sunday of The
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{ All the lower and neighboring buildings,
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holes in them, while gutted, are standing;
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tion of the first story piers, is only
heap, The great brick
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QOther companies
4 #. Milne & Co.

J. Milne & Co., house furnishings, loss
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Imperial Bank.
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Mr. Simpson was seen at his residence,
.90 Bloor-street east, He said:
| know as much about the fire as I do.
All I know is t
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Not more than three-fourths
amount is covered by insurance.
was no difficulty in arranging insurance.
We had not yet landed our full equipment
of spring goods. I do not imagine there
will be anything saved but the books in
the safe. I have just heard that
vault is all right. We did a strictly
cash business, so that there is no loss
in that respect.”

Asked, “ Will you rebuild the store ?”
“ Certainly ; we will
Temporary premises
will be secured during the rebuilding.”
Th- Manager s Statement.

Mr. Arthur R. Parsons,
I know nothing of
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Tremont House
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planation on the occurrence.
was closed at 10 o'clock to the public.
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everything ‘Was then safe.

Asked whether the fire appliances in
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P I am told they were not.
place had got too hot for the watch-"

Building (Hardy

Knights of Pythias’
$500; insurance,

Estate owners).
Northern, $5000.

kinds) ; Clydesdale,
Draught Stud books,
folk Sheep Registers; as well as a valu-
able live stock and natural history li-
including Bruce’s stud book, full
f both the English and American
herd books, bound volumes of agricultur-
.a complete set of the trans-
ithe Royal Society, & valu-

Knox Church. Loss $10,000; insurance, “No €
Actna $7500, Guardian $750
: though,” he added, J 1
mensge advantage in ehecking the fire
reventing its sprea

Misa Brisley, millinery. Loss $45600;

collection of works, secured in
expenditure of $2000,

Professor  Buckland,

tions of the Agriculture and
minute books, the se-

d a large number of
All the documents,

on papers, etc., were
and filed, and, as they

the

t the amount of
apart

n Print.
Ayrshire,

the Short+
lished and
d end

ks. Four hundred

the latter a vast
nce will have to

lumes of the Clydess
and
th

rday Mr. Wade receiv-
horse show prize list
and fortunately at
A thousand more

stated that

d on irechold land,
The only insur-
On building,
d $6000 in
on Shorthorn Herd
ish and $1,-
on Agricul-

will consult the Com-

interruption in the

The large
and employes were
broke out.

Their trouble would
had not the fall-
e hose lines which
ms to the in-

mpletely
d down-

ying the greater
re and

blackened cinders and
while

e e

The Hardy Bl ek. J
About $6000 damage was done by ﬁrel
and water to the Hardy block, south-

Victoria and Queen-

The roof several times caught
fire from burning wood and the continued
showers of sparks, and was finally en-
The most serious dam- |
| bulanee removed
About 6 o'clock,
of the Berkeley-street sectio
| ing a line ol hos:
to the basement

k, sustained but lit-
y ‘belongs to

STEAM FikE ENGINES.

With Chairman McMaurrich
and Chief €raham

. Alderman George MeMurrich, chairman
of; the Fire and Lig
{seen by a representa
yesterday afternoon..
rived at the scene of the fire about
12,50 a.m. Simpson’s
then collapsed.
said] the alderman,

tive of The World

d, especially in

connection with a Water Tower.

there been steam fire engines the
might have been confined entirely
For ordinary fires, the every=-
ample, but once

day water pressure is
le headway, it is

a lire gains considerab
of the utmost necessity that the city
with at least three
two of which would

should be provided:
steam fire engines,
be utilized to work the water
association during half - a century, it | while the third could be worked to greaf|
advantage in either places.”

After a few general remarks, Mr. Me-
Murrich said, ‘““Apart from
that I am an ipsurance dgent, I trust
be allowed to speak as a rates
and to say that we have in this
d a fire brigade as there is
on the Continent of America,
generous enough to give them
y to cope with

: the appliances necessar
such fires as those, that will
to history as The Globe, the Osgoodby;
and the Simpson fires.”

Mr. McMurrich spoke very highly
the work performed by the steam fire
engine lent by H. W. Petrie® of

Chief Grabam's Story.

Chief Thomas Graham, who is confin~
ed to bed, owing to a fall received im -
aping from the falling walls of the
impson building, whereby be
his ankle, agreed fully.
said by the chairman
Light Committee.
steam fire engines,

with all that wase
of the Fire and

he said that, to take
an . example,
bout 90 feet high, by 150
feet deep, and built without any party
wall, anyone who had any sense

which was a

on either the Yonge
sides of the building, as there was the
t of immediate collapse of
A steam fire engine could have
stood in the roadway in Queen-streed
north and southeast
n a stream of water

east, between the
corners, and throw
for 250 feet in a horizonta
There were 16 streams of water plays
ing on the various
Petrie’s steam fire engine
when it had 260 feet of hose
t, but when double that quans
of hose was put om. it it proved too
t. Chief Graham strongly re<
commends the Merryweather steamer as
being, from his experience of it,
powerful in its capacity for

The Merryweather is
teed to throw from a one an
inch nozzle a stream of water for
feet horizontally, and from two one a
a quarter inch nozzi
for 235 feet. The chief, speaki
men of the brigade,
went beautifuily; we never had a ki

the men did their duty well and fears

burning buildingss
did grand ser4

es a double stream

said, “everythl

onald came into The World ofs
fice about two weeks since, saying he wad
leaving the city in disgust. H
an engine to the city,
he had received the mos
ment from the authorities; he left Tos
routo on Wednesday,
his engine removed on the same

was t shabby treats

Feb. 18, and had

Several Firemen Imjured.
While assisting to raise a ladder to
the western side of Kno
McGowan of Yorkville-aven
struck by a falling: portion of
and received a broken arl
taken to the hosepital in t
Fireman Robinson
hooks, who received a
also taken to the hogp
injuries attended to.
fire immediately afterwards.
Robert Everest of Lombard
line fell through an
front of Simpson’s

broken wrist,was
ital to have. his

Queen-street store,
ted his knee-cap. T

him to his home.
while three member®

of the Simpson

building fell outwards.

d of their danger

d to them th
and they wer®

firemnen were warne
a comrade, who shoute
the walls were falling,
The compelled to drop

1 Their escape was &
Caretaker James'

the southwest son and William® Featbers

e Tremont House, {00k

employes of th . y
i the roof of the buildings

a position omn
and - endeavored by the
mattresses to preveut the
ing on the rool.
successful, however,
ed to escape they
cut off, and they wegre
to the roof of the kitchen,
In doing eo they both came
lass of a large

fire from catoh® |

and when they turms
found their retre

contact with the g
ht Committee, wWas and Dickson’'s arm

Mr. McMurrich ar-| Dr. King attended to their injuries.
building had just
team fire engine,”
“could have been of
Simpson’s - case; they would,
“have been of im-

The Electric and Street n
The loss to the Bell Te
about $400, being the val
struments which we
destroyed. All the comp
this section of the city are




