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the valve to turn on the wnter or n°t 
I cannot eayj At all events, the heat 
became eo Intense that we were forced 
to leave the building. Farley wae per
fectly sober.”

Said Mr. Simpson : 
whatever as to 
fire.

.t
bell sent out a final peal, the apex 
sank a little, rocked, then the whole 
structure came down, part on the roof 
of the church and part on the platform 
in front of the main door.

The burning steeple wsal the great fea
ture of the fire for the spectators. From 
every quarter they viewed it with in
terest, and the fall of the apex was a 
eight they say they will all remember.

i s»

-n/EftT.ONZC? i ;I know nothing 
the cause of the 

There are many rumors, but 
I know nothing as to their truth. 
Farley, the man who attends to the 
furnace, is the inside watchman. It s 
alleged that he was intoxicated. This 
he denies, and he was certainly sober 
when I saw him whilst the fire was in 
progress. I was down at business its 
usual on Saturday, and the first inti
mation I had was a telephonic mesa- 

I hurried down, and

44

Explosion of the Boiler.
But, before the steeple fell in, the 

spectators were treated to a shock caus
ed by the explosion of Simpson’s boiler, 
situated under the sidewalk, at the 
northwest corner of the new seven-story 
structure. With the explosion there 
shot up a column of flame and smoke 
hundreds of feet in the air. The noise 
was terrific, and shattered neighboring 
windows, but no injury seems to have 
been sustained to anyone, by reason of it.

After a 4-hour struggle, the Mate was 
driven backward, and finally extinguish
ed, but not until the Agriculture and 
Arte building, occupied by Jamieson, and 
the whole of Sutcliffe’s establishment 
to the north were left in smoking ruins. 
The glass front of Eaton’s Queen-street 
store was ruined by the intense heat, 
but the line of hose prevented the fire 
from entering here, as it had at Jamie
son’s. ■ ,

In the meantime the fire was as stub
bornly met in other quarters. Twb 
branches were carried from Queen-street 
into the attic of the Henderson block 
where the fire was raging, and a like 
force was brought from the rear into 
the same quarter, and the work of flood
ing out the consumer from this corner 
began. It had * gained considerable head
way, but systematic work triumphed* 
and the top story only was burned. 
With four streams pouring into the high
est floor for two hours, the entire build
ing became drenched, and the floods of 
water dripped through to the basement, 
completely saturating everything in 
the stores of Miss Brisley and J. Bonner.

Branches run from Richmond-street, 
under the Confederation Life archway, 
and from Queen east and Victoria-streets 
were detailed to that portion, of the con
flagration south of Queen-street, on the 
east side of Yonge-street, where 

* Imperial Bank, Hendersons, Milne s, 
Duniield’s and the Tremont House were 
threatened. With the single exception of 
Milne’s,the highest stories only of Ithese 
buildings were burnt»

The escape of the Confederation Life 
building was the marvel of the entire 
conflagration. The roof, whieh is covered 
with slate, seemed to be steaming by 
reason of the heat from the burning 
buildings. Time after time it was ex
pected that it would go, but the wind 
an the whole was favorable to the Con
federation building, and in that way it 
escaped. What seemed a7 weakness in the 
building, some one said, was the absence 
of shutters 001 the windows, because there 
was a liability of the glass breaking,and 
in that way sparks might get inside. Ae 
it was, however, the magnificent Confed
eration Life Block escaped, and every
one was more that satisfied that this 
fine monument was retained to the city.

The Eaton Co. have an efficient eye- 
tern o! fire protection of their own, 
equal, they consider, to saving their 
buildings and goods if threatened with 
fire. Six watchmen are stationed night
ly in the different departments, and the 
building throughout is provided with 
the Grinnell automatic sprinkler eye - 
tern, which is connecte;; with pumps in 
the building, and a water supply drawn 
from the city service. This system, fur
ther, is carriea to the roof and con - 
nected with three hydrants there to 
which hose is attached. Immediately 
when the fire from Simpson’s began to 
approach northward Eaton’s staff put 
the hydrant system at work, and in five 
minutes had three efficient streams play
ing continuously .on their roofs from the 
three hvdrants thfre as long as danger 
threatened. Besides the watchmen, 10 
or 12 members of the Eaton staff were 
on hand, including Mr. Phillips, their 
chief engineer ; Mr. John Eaton, Mr. Ma- 
Gee, Mr. Pierson and Mr. Poole. The fire 

^ brigade admitted the excellent assistance 
given to them by the Eaton people pro
tecting themselves and thus preventing 
the spread of the conflagration.

Removiug tlie Debris.
Street Commissioner Jones began at 

the work of 
tiUfl
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ago at 12.40 a.m. 
stayed watching the fierce flames for 
two hours. At 3«30, when* I left, the 
structure was gone and .all its contents. 
No one could throw any light on the 
origin ol the lire, nor have I since heard 
any explanation ol it. It passes my 
comprehension. ... ,.

All I know about Farley is that it 
hie duty to visit every department 

I knew him to be a sober, 
and he did his 

furnace and

i

Sutcliffe. C.F.AOAM3 
Burnt t ûàmi lBurnt

WnTBRlSLEV
Qurnt &

n<Z>mà.q C. Ct
JfiMIESON

Burnt
BONNER 

Burnt A. 
F>Am6P £■#

I

on Quecnî^of the store.
reliable, respectable man, i 
duty well tus regards the 
watching. .

I cannot understand how the lire got 
such hold before it was discovered. In 
addition to Farley inside, there were the 
watchman and police outside at this busy 
corner.

Mr. C. H. Booth, head floor walker in 
the Simpson building, said that he had 
only lett the store at 20 minutes to 
11 o’clock ou Saturday night, and 
that everything was all right then. 
Xightwatchman Farley was perjectly 
sober when he left the buildiug. While 
Mr. Booth was talking te The World 
reporter a bystander remarked that 
Farlev was drnuk when the alarm rang. 
Booth" at this became angry, and, 
turning to the man, said, with vehe
mence, “Anyone, who says that Farley 
was drunk is mistaken.” ‘ Have you 

Farley since the alarm sounded :
“ No, but I know that he

b
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was asked. “ No, but 1 kuow xnav ue 
is sober,” was the reply.

Many Unfounded Rumors.
One of the stories current in regard 

to the origin of the fire was that it 
an incendiary

!t

Damaged
the •j, and 

that itwas the work of
went so far as to say 

the direct outcome of the agitation Isome

Conf.EqmrR77onKL ifewas
against the departmental stores 
sorts of rumors, reports aud insinuations 
to this effect were in circulation yester- 

could be discovered

All

not ’ the'slightest foundation for any of 
them existed. The only things 
that could be connected were the 
facts that the lire at Simpsons store 
came the night after the small public 
meeting held in the Pavilion to protest
against departmental stores. w- ^ m!V ^

Thinks It Was Incendiary. >5| W' XV Xw XV __ ________ ___________________
Mr E P Pearson of the Northern As- ------------- -------------- -------------~ „ . secured in connection with Water Tower.

SSS5 raxSMEEx SpEfsgnSrSS S33S mture The furnace room was a separ- as follows: ky Winter * Leeming, a loss by water ,>ft the right. Mr. reco|^-“aud^kd and. as they steam fire engines, two of which would ,

te x 'Z’JTA. Lrr.. «»,=» sjtasst—-- 3=“^' s

!» ——J3S »»’"*" " “ sï“'yÆÆWÏ.!»:
«H; •‘":l » ™‘“"’“nr,nw“L"rL“ srf.v,vx1w*^«3st^sunnæ ^t^rssy'^sesAS 
s?-.»•«“* «"«’ *. u: »:s £narÆ”»"- £•„&fekïïrs.:'^b.««i «rs. .k:eober- r i..pn<ii.riim London & Lancashire . . . numbdr ol them yesterday were uiicer- others the church, wMch was fo J eleventh had been compiled and t history as The Globe, the Osgoodby,

A stralakt Theory of Incendiarism. .................................................................5,000 “aju ^ tQ how they stand The follow- a wooden building of exceedingly 1^ hhe^lcventn ^ ^ bauds the ™d”^e Simpson fires.”
A gentleman connected "lhh °ne A Scottish Union . . . ■ ^,000 ing are the approximated losses of some pretentiomi design, was at once yriuters in a few weeks. Four hundred Mr. McMurrich spoke very highly 08

the burnt buildings stated last night Caledonian .... A . * fbth leading companies : in white brick with handsomo p ““IP , cU of the first ten volumes th k pcrf0rmed by the steam fire ,,
The World that he had bo doubt that phenix of Brooklyn ... 10,000 “..............................$15,000 ed> which was such a conspicuoiia object copies ot ^ ^ o,Iicea oI the ™*iue lentyby H. W. Petrie’of Front- t
the fire was caused by incendiarism, and Liverpool, London & Globe Agricultural ...................................from all parts of the city. t . | -.J but the eleventh was entirely tect
expressed it ju> his opinion that the agi- “ P ’ .................................. 5,000 *FJ‘C°a ............................. 6,000 Q, the church was an excellently-toned printers, hut tne eie latter a vast BUeet’
tation against dejiartmental s^res was .................................................. ....... » 5’nnn Atlas Assurance bell, the tolling o! which ? when (amount of correspondence will have to
directly connected therewith. His stiU.e- Ae^nA e .................................. ....... 8,000 noipdonian • • • • • • 26,000 the death of Wellington nnd 8 . , n«rripd on with every breeder in the

sss&isr. •- : ; » aS-Jliffi! jsrJsRassjfs

his round and making hiarmb jf0lmeB i Liverpool' A London * Globe . 15,000 Hartford . .................................................. The fire caught the steeple ab^ ed 1000 copies of the horse show pr «e list
man6came over to sprak to Farley, and \ " / *. *. loloOO SerialHa“ . .' .* Jj?® °of°St.’ Jame? CathedTaf caught fQ™“ maUed"them’. % thousand more
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Opening into the churchyard there were Philip Jamies»».^ Noïth British & Mercantile . 20,000 ^ left uul“^fKeT^^m, his son-in-
two windows from thezpack.ng room m philip Jamieson, clothing, loss (total) North ®   10,000 ^‘ ^v ,Ws Harris, Rev. Robert
the Simpson basement. In here they $55,000, insurance $27,000. Northern Assurance ... 26,000 Uw, :Rev, James Harris,^ miiii8.
saw the fire. They, immediately return Agricultural.....................................^e’ann Norwich Union . . . • • 16,000 Burns, ci,urch and to Hon. James
ed, descended the trap hole on Queen- N*rthera............................................. 2,600 of^ [Brooklyn • ■ • 30,000 her of the church, q{ tfae el- : Norwich Union ; on Shorthorn ne
st reet, and attempted to put out the London & Laneaahire....... 15,000 ™nix^ ^ Hartford . . . 10'0°2 ^ The ’ interior of the church, with j Book, $1260 in North British and $l,
fire by means of the hose there. The pbenix Q, Brooklyn .... 2,000 ■ 1 p. .....................................  10,000 f®”’ o{ trilling damage to the. 260 in Wellington Union; on Agricnl
World’s informant believes that the in- A-,eu,„re and Art. ■■Ildlng of England . . . • ^mng fn which an aperture had to j ture and Arts library, $2600 in North
cendiary went into the churchyard, broke . .. d Arts Association, build- gcottish Union & National . . 25,000 ceding, the tower, British. Mr. Wade will consult the Co
the windows in question and threw some iuA/ r̂a^reK^g tnd Yonge-streets, loss ir'Curance of London . . 15,000 ^ "“-^ured except by water. The or- missioner of Agriculture, Hon. John
combustible or bomb into the straw m 8 insurance Norwich Union, $5000; ruion Assurance ..... 10,000 >8 u°lul h l’,T Unharm“d and service Dryden, to-day as to securing ‘“‘ices
the packing room, aud in that, way cans- i Mercautile, $6000. United Fire..................................... 6,000 gan is .^oHy nnharm a either in the Freehold building or in the
ed the conflagration whieh took Place. North Bnt sh s m iu. Cmttor.re , 1,600 hid it not been for the damp new Parliament buildings, in the mean-
In other words, that the bmldmg was “ fixtures, el ^ Mercantile> Wenmgt e ^ (part a nortton of the interior. As ; time there will be no interruption in the
deliberately fired, and that the ng^ |™’ s^rthorn herd book insnr- W“^ured)....................................... 40,000 Btatweaa°f ^^“cegation met in the arrangements for the Horse bhow.
tion against departmental stores had ^ North Britiah, $1250 ; Wellington, -------- ^hôo“’room adjoining the church Pro-1
something to do with it. . $1250. rim nUK»n> iiUILDIsas. McLaren in the absence ol Dr.

The police decline to express any opin- ^ou. A goB, -------- |?»or McLaren, in “ . in park-
ion as to the origin of the fire. j Sutc,if,e & SonB, drygoods, loss $90,- mtervlew. Wl.h .he Lowers-Mr. Simp,on ^“’Iiciahted. T^e damfge .done to cnpied by jamee Mannell.
Had .he Wires Anything to »« With 1.? 000_ ingUrance $64,000 : To Beballd At °"c*’ the ’church is wholly covered by ljisur- uu^nber o{ gUeeU and employes were

There is one peculiar thing in con. British and Mercantile .$10,000 On the afternoon of the Sunday of The & and it is understood that building about to retire when the fire broke out.
nection with the three big fires recent- .... 11,000 Globe fire Mr. Robert Simpson came operatious will be at once commenced. Immediately the danger to the hotel Le
ly, namely, the one which started in The L ...... 6,000 down to view the ruins. Then he drop-   came apparent, the guests began t
Globe building, the one which started in | ^ ....................................... 6,000 ^d into The World office, where he said : Agriculture and Arts Bnlldlnc- move such of their possessions a

Osgoodby building two or three days | Union . , . " When there is one fire like this there The Agriculture and Arts building, in easily portable. Thellir-d r°‘tb the fall-
after, and the one in Simpsons kn,n^ay Northern ..«••> 6,000 are sure tu be two more. They always M h Jamieson’s store was situated,was bave been unnecessary had not the 1
morning. They all had the wires ol the N ectTcut’...................................... 6,000 jn hiœt, 0I three.” Sure enough the . ,H iu 1861 by the late James Fleming, ing walls buried the hose lines h
Toronto Incandescent Company in then ..................................................... 8,000 fecond came in the Osgoodby building on tben,and for many years afterwards, i were conducting the streams to the
buildings, and, as far as can be gathere , j?bQenix Qf Brooklyn . . • 6,000 the Thursday following, and exactly well.known Yonge-street florist. Hewas|terior of the homie'. Mannell was
the fires in every case started in the . t (building 182-184 Yonge- eight weeks after the first fire Mr. member of the Agriculture and Arts The loss sustained by Mr. Mannell
basement, where the feed wires came Jones ^tate i fnBurance, Hart- Simpson furnished the third in the loss Association, and as that body was reap- due more to water than to Lre.iUe
in. It was suggested m these columns street), loss $10,000, insura ;°jm£ magnificent new block at the ^ a revmiue of four or five thousand dol- rooms iu the upper flat were eompletely
at the time of the last two fires that Io7d, $6000. d 4.6 Queen-street corner of yuecu and Yonge-streets. Mr. . * a year at that time from the Pro- gutted, and the water worked down
the inquest go thoroughly into the mat- *10 000 fnsurance, Royal, SUnoeon has been especially cautious L , , Exhibition, he offered to advance ^ar(lg completely soaking every room . F| n |ninrc<l.
ter of the wires, the voltage they earned west , loss $10,000, insurance, , fire> greasing his pro- ld? a buUding if the association iu the’ hou9e, and destroying the greater Several Elremen I»|a ^
aud the strength of the ground currents. $6000. ! tection, adding to his fire insurance and would undertake the letting of the offices. portiou Gf the household furniture and While assisting to raise gam
The World has been informed that mo- Jolin Wnnless ! warning all his employes to be extra i” „„”eement was arrived at and the botel.fittings. The bedding and carpets the western side of Knox Ch’1^’. ”.“
tors have been run as an experiment by jobn Wanless, jeweler, stock and bull - ! caTe[ulg He had the greatest confidence tbe corner of Yonge and Queen were gtrewu with blackened cinders and McGowan ol Y®.rkvi,1®'?i^®“of the tower
simply grounding one end ol a wire aiid ing> lo8a $25,000, insurance ( ia the new building, which, while it was * d at $30 a foot or thereabouts heavily soaked with the water. wbile struck by a falling portion of tta
the other to tÿ gas pipe. The World B jtigb ,T........................................... $6,000 Bky-scraper character, wag built A substantial brick building was erected h of the furniture is warped out of and received a broken aim. b l •
is also informed that so strong_ isi the London aud Lancashire . . - |,000 ^ «'üw^burtloB method.” But ol a little over $16,000 This ftU ahape. taken to the hôpital ia the 6™™kvl;le
ground current in the Beighboihcod of Connecticut......................................... 5,000 jt COMUmed itself at lightning speed. ^ the structure that was burnt. It was -------- Fireman. Robinson °’ k“ wcist,wa« -
these wires that 110 volt lamps have other companies.............................. 6,000 i All the lower and neighboring buildings, of th,.ee stories and cellar. Originally the The llurdy Bl. ek. hooks, who received a bro " i
Men lit by attaching one wire to the .t Co. ! which were built of walls with window %*£££ was occupied as a seed and t $6000 damage was done by lire also taken to ^+nhofhtxwned to tU
fuse block and the other end of the furnishings, loss holes in theta, while gutted are standing; f 6tore by Messrs. Fleming (the | water to the Hardy block, south- injuries attended to. & r*tw
wire to the gas pipe. Should an inquest “. aum . $ 000. , tke Simpson bu lding, with the excep- & Buckland. Mr. Fleming retir- , er oJ Victoria and Queen- fire immediately alteraaius.
be held, it is iu the public interest that $25,000, insurance $io,uuu toe om Bto*’y piers, is only a builder), « cutai t<> c=rry on «est corner oi time6 caught Robert Everest of Lombard-street now
scientific evidence should be given as to Phénix of Brooklyn . . • ’®3’000 hea„ The great brick piers, bound aud business but failed. Mr. Jamieson Î. irom burning wood aud the continued I line fell through “ stûrs,
the statements made above. Aetna ’an(j olobe’ ; lf00 ttaTby «tell girders pnjteel jmlleys, ^“d the first floor and the top ^^°ramoY'spafks^and was finally en- front ol ,̂

London, L,! poo are a masss of rui,ns. The lofty Btruc 1;oor, which had been previously know u ; ti ly destroyed. The most serious dam- and dislocated his V home.
Imperial Baulu ture is in! the dust; the old-fashioned ^ ^ Agricntltura! Hall, and had been | ‘ yn the- fnterior was to the Pythian bulance removed him to n;effibc„

Imperial Bank, loss $5000, insure ouea are still standing, with their in- u(y;d for a variety of entertainments and. H“ H the entire of the valuable fur- ,AOo,1t °'.elel?rtréet section were play 
$11,00° : «anon sides” gone. . . . meetings. When the local Government | |lighiuga of wbich were destroyed. Many ^ the ho»' from ïonge-atreet in«
Commercial Unjon . . . -$|,000 Mr Simpson was seen at tas residence firat formed an Agricultural Department wiudo=.H were b'rokeu by the heat. Be- tag a h^^6at 0 the Simpson estab-

““mtjsrns>.ay., «Sk».«
desswk»r,H3rSd asssrtss%sr&«sww1 S-.Æthe,!16’0,00’ $4 000 !f°®k w,n amount to fully $100,00 1 ]nent Buildings were opened in Queens ^ break forth again witU greater ve- a eC°“aua were falling, and they wert

ï,-:=Æ tsùs B».,’ Jr
being practically ruined. Dunfield & Co., loag $10,000, insurance, Caledonia, $10,- We had not yet landed our full equipment From the erection of the structure ®j2nt®“ .. 8treet Caretaker James i hws oue- William Feathery
who are also gents’ furnishers, suffer in ^ ’ 0f spring goods. I do not imagine there til ita destruction yesterday the Agri- ed to t*e street. Laretaxer ^ Robert D ekson ama » uu ^
like manner. Three house furnishing es- ’ Eaton A to will be anything saved but the books in culture and Arts Association, of which 0 Brien, who , d but jit- employes °[ the the ’building. ;
tablishemnts also suffered pretty badly. Eaton A to ^ eate. \ have just heard that the Mr. Henry Wade is the secretary, had, portion of the block, svmtained but ‘i^ & position .th®r tae aid of hear/,
The flames made a bad mess of J.Milue T. Eaton & Co., drygoods. Loss $5000. .g right. We did a strictly ita offices, board room and extensive tie damage The property beloug ^ wld^endeavored by^ th eatcbs
& Co.’s establishment, where the Salvage Covered by insurance in various com ^ busi a0 that there ia no loss library on ^he middle floor. A year ago | the North Am®"fa“ veîl^v tausreuce. Pattre6*fB ^ ïhta efforts were ua*
will be verv sliejht. C. F. Adiamfl, m peines. . T :n that resvect ” ; Mr. Jamieson offered the association , the damage is fully covered by ing oil the rool. , thev turn-
Yonge-street. and J. F. Brown in Queen- Dunfield & Co., geuts’ furnishings. Loss Agked - Will "you rebuild the store?” $1000 a year if it would Setol’t' t,ut -------- successful, h“w®bkr’ ®au dhtheir retreat _
street, were luckief, but the water spoil- $5000. Insured in Phoenix of Brooklyn, gimpa0n said, “ Certainly ; we will the offer was declined, much to Mr., aTKAU r IKK BVOIH US. ed to escape t^ey ... d to jumg
ed a good deal of stock. $300.0. * commence at once. Temporary premises Wade’s present regret, for on this floor; -------- „ ®ut olf, and they obogeu ^ ^

Messrs. T. Eatooi & Co.’s loss is com- Tremont Honse will be secured during the rebuilding. were stored not ou}y the records of the Intervtewe with Chairman WcM to the roof erf th^ b'oth cftme is
paratively slight, considering their vast j Maanell Tremont House and stores Tll Managers 8ta.en.ent. association, but all tte documents n and thief Eraham ioW;fletI with'^he glass'lii a large sky-
stock, and is by water. McPherson & Co. 16g.1g9 Yonge-street. Lost $15,000; M Arthnr R. Parsons, 270. Carlton- registration papers re ^"8 Shorthorn Alderman George McMurrich, chairman coutAct with g wa8 serereljr,
and Gourlay, Winter & Leem.ng on the France, wlstern, $7000. street said ; i know nothing of the towing herd and rtnc^ books ^horthorn * and* Light Committee, was light, aa°t ®lrC“tataed like injurie»
west side of Yonge, have a loss through Hnrdy Estate. cause of the lire. I can throw no ex- Polled Ang^, Ayrehire and uevon^nero I by & repreeeutative of The World eut. heathers^ s ^ ^ iujurie3.
„„„„ Sfi-’tWIj S-„.a IMgM. of PjthtB#' (HUiJ ÏS®,” t*M lïUE EX’; TOdjrfUj, SM», Hutaw SSI,*/ XiST'oMi. S" .boot

Stance, except that of the Canadian ksoi Clinrcb went all through the building, and *ble hve s^k and natural tastory li tm c liaps & “couid have been of
Umbrella Company, which was situated Kuox Church. Loss $10,000; insurance, everything Was then saie. brery, ‘fBpa„Hah and American ! iise in Simpsons case; they w-ould,
above Bonner s genta furnishing store, $7500, Guardian $7500, Western Asked whether the fire appliances in sets of both F , n,,ricultur i though ” he added, ‘“have been of îm-

the loss considerable, Mr C M ^ ’ -i LiUUi the building were used, Mr Parsons w- ^^^’a^p^taTet of Me^renL memf advantage in «becking the fire
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Chief Graham’s Story.
Chief Thomas Graham, who is confin

ed to bed, owing to a fall received m I 
escaping from the falling walls of the f, 
Simtieon buildiug, whereby be sprained 
his ankle, agreed fully, with all that was 
said by the chairman o! the Fire and 
Light Committee. As" to the need ot 
eteam fire engines, he said that, to take 
Simpson’s building as an . example, 
which was about 90 feet high, by 150 
feet deep, aud built without any party! 
wall, anyone who had any sense of re
sponsibility could not have al- 

Lo.s and Insurance. lowed the firemen to stand
Mr Wade, who said the loss ol the ou either the Yonge or Queeu-atreet 

association was incalculable, stated that aidPa of the building, as there was the ■ 
an offer of $04,000 was made for the prospect of immediate collapse of the 
building which stood ou freehold laud, walla. A steam lire engine could hav | 
a veal’ or two ago. The only insur- etood in the roadway in Queen-street
ances were as follows : On building, east, between the north and southeast
$5000 iu North British and $6000 iu co-mere, and thrown a stream pf ^ c •
ÿoüUU in norm am v- „-rd fQr 25(j feet iu a horitontal direction, f

There were 16 streams ol water play. 
ing on the various burning buildings. 
Petrie's steam fire engine did grand ser. | 
vice when it had 250 feet of hose at. 
tacked to it, but when double that q 
tity of hose was put on it it proved too 
much for it. Chief Graham strongly re. 
commends the Merry weather steamer as 
being from bis experience of it, the most 
powerful in its capacity for throwing 
water. The Mérryweather is guaraa. 
teed to throw from a one and a had 
inch notule a stream of water for 250 
feet horitoutally, and from two one and 
a quarter inch nozzles a double 9treadli •- 
for 235 feet. The chief, speaking of thS 
men of the brigade, said, every thing 
went beautifully; we never had a kiut; 
the men did their duty well and fear.
Ipooly

Mr* Ronald came into The World ol* 
fice about two weeks since, saying bo wrj 
leaving ttiè city in disgust. He brougati 
an engine to the city, and he considered ■ 
he had received the most shabby treat* ^ 
ment from the authorities; he left To
ronto ou Wednesday, Feb. 13, and had 
his engine removed on the same date.

6 o'clock yesterday evening 
removing the debris from Y’onge 
Queen-streets, caused by the fire, 
had 30 men and 15 carts employed, and 
by 11 p.m. the clearance was completely 
effected. In conjunction with the m6u 
of the fire brigade Mr. Jones tried to 
pull down the column oi brickwork re
maining of the Simpson building. But 
all their work was unavailing, and after 
a 1 1-4-inch hawser had been broken in 
the effort the attempt was abandoned. 
Mr. Jones would have used a charge of 
dynamite, but could not obtain the ma
terial till after nightfall, when he judged 
it- imprudent to attempt to use it. Mr. 
Simpson will be requestedfn the morning 
to at qnce have the dangerous column 
taken down.
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What Caused the Omflaisratlou ? - The 
Story of the Watchman.

“ What was the cause of the fire ?”
World

/
The Tremont House.

The Tremont House was owned and oc- 
The large

This question was asked by a 
reporter, and William Farley, the night- 
watchmaa at Simpson’s, was the man 
who answered. He said : “ It started
in the packing-room, and I can’t account 
for it in* any way. I had just gone 
through the building not ten minutes 
before, from top to bottom, and there 

no sign of smoke,! or fire. Yes, I 
was supposed to stay in the building all 
night and watch. I was not drunk when 
the alarm was souudSed. It is true I 
was not iir the buildiug at the time the 
fire was discovered, but I was not out 
of it more than ten minutes, perhaps 
not so long. 1 I just went up to the 
back door iu Queen-street to get a little 

I met one of the Holmes 
, aud was talk- 

We walked round 
side of the building

the The
was

I
fresh air.
Protection Agency^men 
ing to 
to the west 
and discovered there .was a fire in the 
basement at the southwest corner, fac
ing the churchyard. **\.I ran again to 
Queen-street, aud called to the police^ 

there to give t?be alarm.: He did 
■o, and that is all I know of it.”

Policeman Roberts, Who gave the alarm 
at 12.33 a.m., said that he was stand
ing at the corner of Queen and Yonge- 
Btreets, when he saw two men jump the 
fence in rear of Simpson’s. He ran to
wards them and discovered that one was 
Nightwatchmau Farley, .and

of the Holmes Protection men. They 
was ou

him.
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TUB LOSSES AN I* I>8VRAXCR.

Complete List of the Sufferers and the 
Amount Involved.

Yesterday most of the leading mer
chants who suffered by the fire were not 
definite as to their exact position. The 
losses in the case of Robert Simpson, 
Philip Jamieson and J. Sutcliffe & Sons , 
are entire. Mr. James Bonner, on 
northeast corner 
water,

one
railed to him that Simpsons 
lire and he ran at once to pull the 
alarm. » 1 wallThe Man Who lllscnvereil the Fire

Alexander McKee, the Holmes Protec
tion emplove. who discovered the lire, 
laid last night: “T was passing the 
Queen-street store ol Robert Simpson 
on Saturday night, when Farley, the 
engineer of the building, came up 
the sidewalk through the manhole, vie 
Itood talking lor a minute or two, when 
thw clock struck 12.30. I heard 
glass breaking aud asked Farley what 
it was. He said he did not know. I 
asked him if the people were working 
In the coffee house, thinking some of them 
nii-ht have broken a glass there. When 
we”got opposite- Knox Church we heard 
the noise of glass breaking again. Then 
we concluded that someone was trying 
to break into the church and jumped 
over the fence into the church grounds. 
Then we observed through the windows 
of the basement of the Simjjeon building 
that a fire was in jirogress there. We 
then called out *o a policeman that there 
was a lire, aud Farley aud I descended 
through the manhole into the engine 
room. Farley broke ojieu a door lead
ing from the engine room into the base
ment aud caught hold of a line of hose.
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