e, scarcely a
of Canada to
Pink Pills for
vith beneficial
absolutely un-
18 in praise of
sands and tens
e been cured
d. If you are
br, and we are
jome hopeless
tic, some one
er, Some weak
and ‘nerveless
strong by

k Pills

dATISM CURED.

opkins, Ninga, Man., says:
was almost comstantly af-
hmatism of the muscles, at
being so severe that I was
I tried electric belts and
nes but got no relief. While
uring the winter of 1894,
re advised me to try Dr.
Pills, as he knew of a num-
which they had cured rheun-
half a dozen boxes and took
P with me and began their
the fourth box when I be-
f, and I coatinued taking
I bhad used ten boxes, by
ace of the rheumatism re-
ive not since suffered from
I cheerfully recommend
nk Pills for rheumatism, as
hey will cure it.”

RT TROUBLRE.

psdotter, Arnes, Man., says:
pat pleasure to add my tes-
ever increasing popularity
' Pink Pills, I suffered for
heumatism and palpitation
cluding other weakness, as
welling of the limbs. As
ptwithstanding all I did to
was growing worse, and en-
ins in every joint in my
d much about Dr. Williams’
finally decided to try them.
ed three boxes of the pills
plief, and I continued taking
ad taken twelve boxes, by
my trouble had absolutely
d I was as healthy as ever
my life, I strongly recom-
‘ams' Pink Pilis to all who

VITIS' DANCE.
ons, Fort Saskatchewan, N.
“I think it my duty to let
he wonderful cure by your-
Pink Pillg in the case of one-
years of age. . Im the fall of
acked with St. Vitis’ dance,_
e form. His limbs trembled.
such an exteat that he could
and could hardly hold any-
hands. We decided to use-
Pink Pills, and as a Fesult
ave completely restored his.
is now as bright and active -
I gladly make this state-
pe that it may benefit some -
b

YOUS TROUBLES,

pce, Glen Adelaide, N. W. T,,
flered very much from ner-
being at times 80 bad that.
still in & chair. I took doc-
for months, but it did not
pd. My husband then urged.
Williams’ Pink Pills and they
a worid of good, and I can.
pmend them te all mervous-

0
PRMANENT CURB.
oll, of Roland, Man., writes: _
at Sydoey, Man.,, I wrote
you that yeur Dr, Williams’ -
cured me of rheumatism of -
g’ standing, after many
s had failed, I am pleased:«
you and say that the cure
manent, as after a lapse of ©
here has been ne-retufn of
I sincerely hope my experi-
the means of helping some -
Kerer.”’
O
er, Alexander, Man,, says:
ago I was attacked with .
nd suffered untold agony, I
pd -dollars trying to get cured,
avail. I was advised to try
Pink Pills and seom found re-
r using ‘them’ a couple . of
ntirely cured me.”

8, or in any loose
par the full name
} People,” are not.

nerely imitations.
ions never cured
r dealer supply-
oubt send to the: .
ckville, Ont., and .
paid at 60 ce:.ts .

_stitnted by the inspector of mines or wi

1

. - VICTORIA SEll-wBBKLY COLONIST THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1900 _

The Miners
Had the Call

Minister Deputed to Them the
. Authorily of the Governor
in Council.

ignoring ANl [Other Consider-
" ations in the Eight Hour
Surprise.

“No One Seemed to Know
About It Slocan Member’s
Remonstrance. i

An interesting and comprehensive re-
view of the period immediately precedent
to the enforcement of the eight-hour
clauses of the Inspection of Mines Act
Amendment Aect, is contained in the re-
turn presented to the legislature on Mon-
day by Hon. J. Fred Hume, of all cor-
respondence in thm connection. The re-
turn consists of no fewer than sixty
documents, comprising an equal number
of full foolscap pages, the first in .the
sgries of communications being a -t'el&
gram addressed to the Minister of Mines
by:F. A. Heap, bearing the Ainsworth
date of March 16 last, in which the ques.
tion is asked:

“Is the miners’ eight-hour law to be
enforesd here?”

Then comes a letter from R. F\ Green,
M§P.P., to the minister, written at Kas-
lo on the same date as the quoted tele-
gram, in which that gentleman says:

“Section 4 of the amendments to the
Inspection of Metalliferous Mines Act is
creating a good deal of excitement
throughout the Slocan. Ypu are no
doubt aware that the wages in this dis-
trict have always been $3.50 per day,
while at Rossland and in Nelson—notably
at the Hall mines—they have only paid
$3 per day. The owners here threaten
to cut wages to meet the situation, to
$3, which will in my opinion result in a
strike. Under section 34, Victoria, chap-
ter 134, Consolidated Statutes, the pro-
secutions under this-act can only be in-

the consent of the Minister of Mines. A
delegation of mine owners is on its way
to the Coast to.interview you on the sub-
ject, and I would suggest that you ac-
cede to their demands for an assurance
thai no prosecutions will be instituted
until you notify them to the -contrary. ‘1
asly this for the reason that I had no re-
quest from any miner in my riding ask-
ing for the eight-hour day, and I desire
time to find out their wishes in the mat-
ter,”

Next, under the date of March 17, is|t

an instruction from the Minister of
Mines to Inspector James McGregor, di-
recting his attention to the section of the
act, and Tequesting that he “see to it that
the limit of eight-hours in €very 24 is
strictly adhered to.” :

The same day Hon. Mr. Hume replied
to the telegram from Mr. Heap, express-
ing a desire to learn the feeling of the
miners as to the section under considera-
tion, and statirg, “I shall esteém it a
favor, therefore, if you will let me know
of any expressions.of ‘opinion you may
have hetird with regard to the operation
of: this particular section.” :

On the 22nd March, the Minister of
Mines replied to Mr. Green’s letter, in-
forming the member for the Slocan that
the delegation he had referred to had
had an interview, and conveying the as-
surance -that their representations—as
well as those made by Mr. Green—would
“receive every consideration on the part
of the government.” d

® -8 & . §

March 14 saw a petition forwarded
from the mine owners of the Sandon
neighborhood—signed by seventeen large
companies, headed by the Payne group,
and employers of 884 miners—urging that
the ‘enforcement eof the eight-hour clause
“practically compels the mine owners of
the Slocan to adopt one of two alterna-
tives—either to reduce the present rate
of wages, or to close down their work-
ings.”

The petitioners added:

“In the Slocan district we have consist-
ently paid the highest rate of wages paid
in the province, and owing to the climatia
conditions prevailing here it is necessary;
for us to do &0 in order to obtaip skilled
workmen. There has so far been no con-
flict between employers and employees in
this eamp, but the enforcement of clause
13, Victoria 61, chapter 134, will work
unavoidable disaster in this district. We
therefore beg you to do your utmost to
grant such relief as may lie in your

- power.”

Hon. Mr. Hume acknowledged this
petition on the 22nd March, in a letter to
manager i Wood of the “Last
Chance,” with the observation:

“I have received a letter on the same
subject from the member for your dis-
trict, and I would Tequest you to inform
the petitioners that their question is re-
ceiving the earnest consideration of the

executive.” .
* s

The workmen in the mines were first
heard from on March 30, when President
John Leaden and Financial-Secretary
James Devine, of the Rossland Miners’
gxcxéon, wrote to the Minister to this ef-

“You would greatly oblige the officers
and members of this union if you could
giye us some knowledge when the eight-
hour law is going to take effect. To us
it seems the hour for action has arrived;
the men’s patience is almost worn out.
We think there would bé good results if
the law was enforced at once.”

‘Three days later, Hon. Mr. Hume re-
plied that the matter was under consider-
ation by the government, and ex
the hope that he would be in a position

-shortly te send definite instructions to the
inspector of mines in the matter.

James Wilkes of Rossland, on the 29th
March telegraphed Hon. Mr. Hume that:

*HBight-hour law thoroughly enforced;
perfect harmony. Never mind Slocan
kickers. HExpeet letter.”

Two days later H. G. Needlands sent
to the Minister from Nelson, this mes-
sage: .

“Delegates leave here Monday to in-
terview you. W‘ill y.cm.be in Victoria?”

_William Hunter of Silverton gave his
views on the guestion in a letter addressed
to Hon. Mr. Hume on March 31, in.
which he said:

“You have no doubt received many let-
ters with regard to the new eight-hour
shift for men underground. It seems
that the bill. was gushed through in a
hurry, for no one seemed to know any-
thing ‘about ‘it nntil it became law. Now

$3.50 for eight hours’ work; and the men
say that they would rather work the ten
‘hours for the larger pay. It seems teo
bad that when things were moving along
so quietly, this question should have been
brought up, as everyone seemed satisfied
with the existing arrangements. The
trouble would have come soon enough
without the government being the first
to move in the matter. Now if there is
any way of letting matters rest the way

;they are in the Slocan it will be much
; better, for if any trouble arises I am

afraid that some of the mines that are
only in the prospective stage will be apt
to shut down at the present price of sil-
ver. I hope you will give the matter
your carnest attention, and try and avoid
trouble.”

The reply: of the Minister of Mines‘to
this letter was written on the 5th of
April, and gntained the following:

“I am afraid that it is more than prob-
able that there will be seme litfle fric-
tion in certain localities where this act
is enforced, but I trust this will only be
of a temporary nature. At the same
time, I would have you bear in mind that
this legislation was introduced upon the
expressed wish of different mining. con-
stituencies, and I presume they had fully
considered beforehand the probable Te-
sult of their action.”
* % =
On the 1st of April, Charles Angus
MecKay of Nelsod was heard from in a
letter to the Minister in which he said:
“In view of so much opposition to your
efforts in the enforcement of the eight-
hour law, as a representative of labor 1
beg to offer a few remarks:
“First, we deplore the fact that our
newspapers by no means yoice the senti-
ments of labor on the question, but,
nevertheless, Labor here is; I may say,
unanimous in favor of the law. We ap-
preciate your stand, shown in the efforts
you are making to enforce the system.
The agitation got up here against the
act represents pothing more than the
moneyed “elass.
“Their fancied ‘detrimental to the best
interests of Kootenay’ is false, and will
not hold good under. experiment. They
are mistaken economists. We hold that
we can produce just as much in eight
hours as in ten, therefore it is no hard-
ship on capital, and is of much benefit to
abor.

“Comparing other classes of labor with
underground mining, as has been done in
the Nelson Miner, is very foolish. Un-
derground men have to contend with bad
air, whereas the others have not. Now
if we can do a day’s work in eight hours,
it would be poor economy to stay down
in a smoky mine for ten hours, doing the
same work. W
“The effects of the system will be most
beneficial to all concerned, both capital

th | and labor, inasmuch as it will in time re-

sult in gathering the very best of miners
to this country, and in keeping here the
good ones that we have now.

“In conclusion I would say that I hope
you will do all you can to enforce the
measure, and let not any of these seven-
teenth century political philosophers
prevent you from doing your duty, as I
can assure you you have the warm sup-
port of the ‘great mass of the common
people.”
hAs a postseript, Mr, McKay suggested

at:

“If you see fit, Mr. Hume, you can give
this detter tp, the press.”

It does mnot appear that Mr. Hume
“saw fit.”

The Minister acknowledged the letter
on April 5, in these terms:

“I beg to acknowledge your letter of
the 1st instant, stating that the news-
papers do not represent the real views of
the people with re; to the enforce-
ment of the eight-liGur law, and that the
agitation organized in certain districts
against this measure represents only the
views of the moneyed class., I beg to
thank you for this expression of opinion,
-and I trust that, as you say, both labor
and capital will benefit by the action of
the government i::. tl:is “guestion.”

£ ]

Coincident with Mr. MecKay’s com-
munication, on the 1st April, M. F. Teet-
zel, and many other business men of Nel-
son, addressed the following to the in-
terested minister:

““We, the undersigned business men.of
Nelson respectfully beg to ask you as
our representative to do everything in
your power to prevent the disaster which
.we_ foresee to us and to the district in
which we are interested through the en-
forcement of the legislation passed at the
last eession of the Iegigamre affecting
the hours of underground labor in the
metalliferous mines. From our inter-
course with the miners in the neighbor-
hood of this town, we are convineed that
they have been satisfied/with the wages
they have been earning, and with their
hours of labor, and from onr knowledge
of the conditions we believe that they
are better off than the miners of the Unit-
ed States, from where many of them have
come to better their circumstances here.
We have invested our money in this
place, and have  staked mueh of its
growth -and prosperity from the increas-
ed working of present mines and the de-
velopment of new ‘ones, and if, as we
believe to be the case, this interference
with the free right of confract of em-
ployer and employee be persisted in, we
anticipate that present operations will be
greatly reduced, and that the opening of
new mines and the development of the
country generally will receive a heavy
blow from the frightening away of ‘capi-
tal, which is known to be very timorous
where there is danger of labor troubles,
The results which we anticipate would
be so ruinous to us whose business is de-
pendent upon the prosperity and growth
of the mining industry and to the distriet
as a whole, that we cannot too strongly
urge you to leave nothing undone, or to
take any action no matter how -strong
or unusual, to prevent any interference
with the state of thinge which has hither-
to existed here. with regard to the rela-
tions between employer and employee.”

o

“An independent view-of the situation,
under the same date of April 1,°is con-
tained in the letter of Alfred Bunker of
Nelson, in which the writer says to the
Minister of Mines:

“Through an excitement caused by the
amendment of the mining law constitu-
ting 8 hours a day’s labo r for under-
ground working, delegation of parties in-
terested in mines has been appointed to
.go to Victoria, backed up by a petition
to the government to repeal such clause
said law affecting interested parties re-
garding the 8 hour section. I would
say 'as a supporter of the government
and as a_disinterested party, neither em-
ploying miners, or gvanting employment
in mines, that the law is giving general
satisfaction, and I think that after giv-
ing it a fair trial, and the excitement
dies out somewhat, all parties will be
satisfied.

“Of course there are miners who are
continually agitating for something, and
there: are mine owners who are never
satisfied, no matter how much work
they get for a dollar. I think the law
should be optional in properties under
development, if miners are agreed to
work, 10 hours should be satisfactory;
in deep workings, where air is bad, 8
hours is plenty. I should advise you to
stand pat.” -

1 do not know how it will work in Nel-
son or Rossland, where the wages were
only-$3, but 1.am afraid that if it is en-
foreed- here  'it - will
trouble,” for-the miné owners declare that
they will shut down before they will pay
]

+cause no end of

Mr. Bunker also adds: You are at Iib-
erty to use this note.”™ :
" In acknowledging the letter in ques-
tion, “Hon: -Mr, Hume says: “The .gov-
ernment are giving this matter their
serious consideration.” The acknowl-

edgements beirai éue 31 Apfi!‘l—-“and I
shall be glad to place befowe them your
views on the snb.ject.. ”.

. The previous day, however, it would
appear that the government had arrived
at a partial understanding, for on that
date a telegram was sent fyy Hon. Mr
Hume, to Inspector of Mines MeGregor,
at Nelson, instructing him in' the follow-
ing terms:

“Withold inforcement of Section 4, Ins
spection of Metalliferous Mines Act, as
amended last session, until further
advised,” %

This message was not delivered, as a
telegraph company note to the sender

says: .

“Party addresed left town. Now some-
where in  Slocan  country — think
Sandon.”

* * »

The wire was worked from Ymir the
same day, April 6, and Hon, Mr. Hume
received the following from L. A. Sny-
der, of the new mining camp:

“Good results obtained - by enforcing
eight hour law.”

Next in order came a petition begring
the date of the 1st of April, signed by
the London & British Columbia Gold-
fields Ltd., the Ymir Gold Mines Ltd.,
the Hall Mines Ltd., and many others.
It read:

‘We the undersigned owners, represent-
atives of owners, and managers of mines
in"the Nelson district, desire respectfully
to urge upon you the great necessity of
using the controlling power invested in
you by the Act, entitled “An Aect for
securing the safety and good health of
workmen engaged in or about the Metal-
liferous -Mines of the Provingce of Brit-
ish Columbia, by the appeintment of an
inspector of metalliferous mines,”’ Sec-
tion 34, chapter 27, to render non-effect-
ive section 13 of the said Act, amended!
at the last sitting of the legislature to
read: “No person shall be employed
underground in any ietalliferous mijnes
for more than eight hours in every 24
hours, until such time as the opinion of
the electors in the mining districts shall
have been ascertained as to whether the
enactment of the said clause is in the
interest of the progress and well-being
of such districts, and we submit the fol-

lowing reasons in support of the justice|.

and reasonableness of our request:

“ 1. It is universally recognized that
changes - in the legislation affecting
mines should not be made without ma-
ture consideration,  and for reasons 8o
strong as to render it probable that a
change when made will be permanent,
as uncertainty with regard to the laws
affecting those interests has the effect
of deterring capitalists from investing
money in a country whose mining laws
have Dbeen frequently changed.

2. Legslation affecting such large
vested interests should:not have been
passed without an opportunity having
been given to those interested to express
their opinions upon the desirability of
such legislation.

“3. That the clause in fuestion was
not enacted in deference to the spontan-
eous desire of the majority of those
affected by it,but at the suggestion of
those representing labor unions, at the
dictation of the management of _labor
union organizations in other places than
those districts affected by the act in
question. {

“4, That it has been concurred in by
members of the union in some of the
mining distriets in the belief that they
would receive the same wage for eight
hours’ labor as they have hitherto re-
ceived for ten hours.

“We would respectfully submit, with
reference to the first objection named,
that the amendment to-the law referred
to was passed so hurriedly, and with so
little previous notice, that nome of us
were aware of the intention to pro-
pose this change; and we were: therefore
unable to .make known to you, our re-
presentatives, the -disastrous effects
that we believe will follow the enforce-
ment of such legislation. That you being
absent from the house at the time, and
anost of the mebers being unfamiliar
with the conditions of mining in thi
district, the legislative assembly was
influenced by the opinion of an indi-
vidual member, whose mine owning con-
stituents were unaware of his intention
to introduce such legislation.

“With - reference to the third reason

_submitted, we have by inquiry among

the employees of our mines elicited the
statement that ‘they have been satisfied
with the already existing conditions,
both as to hours of labor and rate of
wages, and ‘'we are convinced from our
experience that miners in this distriet
have not suffered in health or well-being
from laboring underground” ten hours
a day: :

“We beg also to point out that the
mines in this distriet cannot be classed
among the dividend payers, and that any
material increase over the present cost
of working, would render our operations
so much less likely to be profitable that

we have reluctantly -determined that| b

rather than continue work at increased
cost, we will discontinue operations.

“6. That no greater evil can befall
us than the beginning of labor troubles,
from which we have hitherto been free,
and that the example of New Zealand as
showing the disastrous effects of strikes
in making it impossible to induce capi-
talists to supply funds for the develop-
ment of a country, should be a warning
that shoud be heeded. - ;

‘“7. That some of us have already by
fair trial, proven that the cost of work-
ing per foot, with three shifts of eight
hours, is considerably greater than
with two shafts of ten hours each,
at the same rate of wage per shift; and
that, although it might be possible that,
during a month of trial, the men might
s0 over-exert themselves to prove that

this would not be the ease, in a short|d

time the result of our experience would
prove to be correct, and we consider that
the situation would only be rendered
more difficult, and no good end accom-
plished, by such an expeériment,

“8. Some of us have recently return-
ed from Europe, having succeeded our-
selves, and being aware of the success
of others, in arranging for a large
amount of capital for the development
of mines in this district during the com-
ing. sgason, and we feel in a position to
state that, if the provisions of the sec-
tion of the act to which we object, be
enforced, very little, if any of the prom-
ised capital will be available,

“We have commissioned Captain Dun-
can, J.-J. Campbell, and 8. 8. Fowler'
to present our request to you, and to
provide you with such further informa-
tion as to our yigws apon the subfect as

you may desire.”-
£ x s
The matter was brought to an issuune
by a telegram from Sandon on the Tth
iApril, signed by F. A. Wood, and read-
gt

g: 1 :

“Inspector is here to notify us of eight-
hour law. - What shall we do?”

Hon. Mr. Hume replied immeédiately
to Mr. Woed:

“Ask McGregor to await telegram
which is now at ‘Neiso:l."

Next in the long series of eommuni-
cations came a telegram from Montreal,
from Clarence J, McCuaig, one of - the
directors of the Payne Minln‘_ company,
dated the 8th April, and reading:

“Directors. of ‘the Payne Mining cem-
pany info! that you intend to post
notices eight-hour law. in  Slocan dis-
triet. Owners priacipal

mines bhave LEe

agreed to shut down if law inforced un-
less men will accept $3 for eight-hours’
work. We must necessarily follow suit.
Ground being easy to work men prefer
ten ‘hours; seven-tenths Payne owners
here.Majority of money for development
British Columbia comes from Montreal.
Any serious trouble will destroy confi-
dence and seriouslyhinder development.
Harnestly request your grave considera-
tion and postponement of action for
present. A reply willbe appreciat W

The reply, which Hon. Mr. Hume sent
the same day, read thus: A

“Until further notice and more infor-
mation, eight-hour law will not be en-
forced in the Slgca:l d.istrict.”

Just one day later, J. J. Campbell, one

of the Slocan mine owners’ delegates re-
ferred to in a previously considered pe-
tition, addressed the Minister of Mines
from Viectoria as follows:
' “In order to avoid any possibility of
inaccuracy in reporting to the mine own-
eérs whose petition I handed to you, the
decision of the government, I will be
greatly obliged if you will kindly write
to me upon the subject, in order that I
may transmit copies of your letter to
the different mine owners interested.

“Pending the receipt of this, I will
inform those who I have an opportunity
of seeing, that in view of the representa-
tions made by them and others, the gov-
ernment, through the Minister of Mines
and yourself, has promised that until it
is ascertained through the members for
the Kootenays,the teelings of the elec-
tors in their various districts, you will
instruct the Inspector of Mines not to
prosecute for any infraction of section
13 of the Mines Inspection Act, and that
you will refuse the necessary permission
for any ‘other person to prosecute, and
that if you should decide that it is the
wish of the electors in those districts
that the provisions of the amendment re-
ferred to should be enforced, notice of
one month or six weeks will be given
before any prosecution will be permitted,
and that no permission would thereafter
be given for prosecution for any infrac-
tion of the act prior to the date stated
inTSUdi\ noS}ce.”H

‘o this the Hon. Mr. Hume repli
the following day: plisg
. “I am in reeeipt of yours of the Tth
inst., and beg to say in reply that the
government have instructed the Inspec-
tor of Mines by wire as follows: 3

“Withhold enforcement of section 4,
Inspection of Metalliferous Mines Act,
as -amended last session until further
imstructions.”

“Tpe government has taken this step

pending thg receipt of reports from the
representativeés of the districts affected
by the eight-hour law.
. “I after reeeiving this information it
is deemed in the public interest to en-
force' the act, 30 days’ notice will be
given by advertis‘ing. in‘ the Gazette.”

Tvyo days subsequently, on the 10th of
April, Grant Cox, the financial secre-
tary of ‘the miners union at Sandon,
wired the minister: 0%

“We_ request that the mining inspector
now here enforce the eight-hour law at
once.”

On the same day -the
plied by telegram:

“Upon representations by mine own-
ers of Slocan and-others, the inspector
has been instructed not to enforce the
eight-hour law until’ further advised.”
The government is giving it careful con-
sideration.”

This message was acknowledged by
the union on the 13th April, over ‘the
signature of  its president, Jos. Stock-
ham, who wrote: A2 :

“Your telegram was somewhat of a
surprise to the miners up the Slocan
country, as they knew it was a just law,
and had all confidence in.the government
to enforce it. Now'if the mine owners
and their hirelings are going to defeat
the wishes of the miners, misrepresent-’
ing the facts, it is time the government
was paying some littlé attention to the
miners—those who pay their just pro-
portion of the taxes who go to support

minister re-

his | the government. Now I will say with-

out fear eof contradiction, that miners
outside of the union, have asked the
miners’ union to use their best efforts
to have the eight-hour law enforced at
once.”

Presumably the appended remarks
were addressed by Hon. Mr. Hume in
reply to this, for on the 17th April, the
Minister of Mines wrote:

“I beg to say in reply that the fol-
lowing representations have been made
by the mine owners of Kootenay to the
government:

“l. That the mine owners could not
consent to pay the same rate of wages
for eight hours as they have been pay-
ing for ten hours.

#2. That the miners themselves are
satisfied with the old working day of
ten hours. :

“3, That they, the miners, did not ask
,the government for the reduction of

ours.
“4, And that tkey would prefer the ten
hours to a reduction of wages.

“5. And the mine owners state that
rather than pay $3.50 for eight hours,
they would close down.

“The government have carefully con-
sidered the whole matter, and will leave
it for the miners themselves to decide
whether it is to their interest or no to
enforce the act, the government in the
meanwhile withholding their consent to
any prosecutions or enforcement of the
act until the general feeling among the
miners has been more clearly ascertained,
and they have laid their case before the
government. At the same time I can as-
sure you that if it is shown to be in the
interest of the miners and the general
prosperity -of ihe country to enforce this
act, the government will-not hesitate to

o so,”
* % %

'«
Writing ‘from Rossland on' the 12th
April, to Hon, Mr. Hume, W, A. Carlyle,
as mining engineer in charge of the
works of the British America Corpora-
tion, was next heard from as follows:

“With respect to the eight-hour law, it
‘is “reported here that the inspector ot
mines has been instructed not to enforce
it for the time being. 1 would be very
glad if you would let me know whether
any such step has been takep? I would
like to say that this new regulation com-
pelling us to adopt the eight-hour law,
was totally unknown to the mining men
here, and we could scarcely believe that
it had been passed. Prior to that time
there had been no dissatisfaction among
the men, and no complaints had arisen
whatever. Yet, without giving the mi_n-
ing men any opportunity whatever to dis-
cuss this proposed change, it was made
law. When we got notice from the in-
spector of mines, we at once adopted it,
without ' changing the rate of wages for
the tite being, in order that we might
learn what difference it made in the cost
of working. I might say that we are
doing everything to prevent any conflict
with labor, as such would be a severe
blow to the province and very had on
the ‘mining companies. The miners’ un-
ion is becoming more and more aggres-
sive, and the fact that two or three of
their members were able to secure the
passage of this ‘bill bodes ill for the min-
ing industry. In reference to this eight
‘hour law, it. was not in vogue in Ross-
tand, as has frequently been stated, ex-
cept -in-two-or -three working places in,

-be so damaging to our mining industry

.opposed to it.

duction per day have been materially in-
creased by the passage of this act, com-
pelling us to work thus. ' The result may
be that we shall have to reduce wages,
which may lead to a disagreement be-
fween ourselves and our men,. when
hitherto theve was, complete accord. I
am sure that in this matter we have
your sympathy, as you will fully under-
stand the conditions that exist in Koote-
nay, but as I know you were standing
for re-clection at the time this law was
passed, you were unable to give us your
support. The mining men of Rossland
had not as yet presented a memorial to
you asking'relief in this law, but they
have by no means accepted it without
thought of doing so, and I sincerely hope
that until the mining men have an oppor-
tunity of presenting their gide of the
question, we may get relief. I have ac-
quainted our directors in London with
the particulars of the case, and we are
now prepared to resent very strongly la-
bor interference, .although in the mean-
time we will do all we can in justice to
the men; we will pay the best wages, and
do everything to maintain harmony, and
it we are led into a disastrous struggle
with labor, it will not be hard on us and
the men alone, but it may lead to trouble
all over the province, and nothing will

abroad as‘the fact that we are having
serious labor troubles here. I may short-
ly be in: Vietoria when I hope to have
the pieasure of a talk with you upon this
subject. If you have decided to with-
hold this measure for the time being, I
will be very pleased to be so informed.”

The ackmowledgment of this included a
statement of the conditions of the with-
holding of the act in operation, coupled
with an expression of satisfaction that
the British America Corporation was do-
ing all possible to avoid a conflict with
the labor interest.

- % 8

On April 15, the section of the British
Columbia board of trade, Victoria, trans-
mitted copies of the resolutions passed
at the quarterly meeting of that body,
urging as the unanimous opinion of the
board that time should be given both
mine owners and miners to fully present
their respactive cases, the act being al-l
lowed to remain inoperative in the mean-
while. °

Hon. Mr. Humg replied to this com-
munication that the government had al-
ready instructed the inspector of mines to
take no action toward the enforcement of
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is now suspending the- operation of the
said law is highly detrimental to the in-
terests of the miners of this district.

“3. That the Minister of Mines be re-
quested to immediately enforce the oper-
ation of the eight-hour law in the district
of Ymir.

‘4, That the assurance that one
month’s notice be given to the mine own-
ers be immediately rescinded, as such

; notice was never contemplatedsin the law.

“5. That the statement made by the
deputation of mine owners to the effect
that the law was obnoxious to the mine
owners, is entirely incorrect.”

*« % b
A more moderate tone prevades a com-

the act until further advised, and added:

“The government are taking such steps
as the case demands, to have the opinions
of the mine owners and the miners upon
this subject. After both sides of the
case have been laid before the govern-|
went, and if in their opinion the act
should be enforced, thirty days’ notice
will be given through the B.C. Gazette,
I should like to have copies of any ob-
jections why your board may have re-
~eived from mim‘i ov;vners, ete.”

-

Another extended communication writ-
ten by A. G. Fraser at Kuskanook, on
the' 15th April, and acknowledged by
Hon. Mr. Hume on the 18th, confained
the following:

““The subject (of the eight-hour law)
has been pretty thoroughly  discussed
here by the railway laborers. There are
no mines in operaffon in this section, but
quite a number of prospectors and min-
ers have been at work during the winter
on the N. & B. railway, the majority of
them being from the Slocan. They are
without exception in favor of the eight-
hour day; they claim that a greater num-
ber of men would obtain work; and that
wmore ‘and better work would be done
working eighit hours than working ten
hours. Instead of working one shift mine
owners would work two shifts, thus giv-
ng employment to miners who are now
compelled to seek other employment. The
fact of the bluff made by the mine own-
ers is simply laughed at; the men here
say the owners are here to develop their
pbroperties and make money, that it is a
matter of indifféerence to mine owners
who they: pay wages to, provided the
work is done.
labor has been fighting for years in all
civilized countries for ‘eight hours’ work,
eight hours’ play and eight hours’ sleep,
and that the greater number of work-
ing men-in this country are asking for
the eight hours should be sufficient to con-
vince the government that the legislation
as carried will work mutual benefit.
‘Where it has been tried heretofore, in
factories, buildings, etc., the workmen
have had better health, the masters bet-
ter work, and the merchants increased
business. For the country at large it is
much better to have two men earning
$5 per day than one man earning $3.50.
If these same miners can work in Ross-
land, Nelson and other points on shorter
time, why not in the Slocan? If they are
forced, or part of them are forced, to
leave the Slocan, and work on the rail-
ways for $2.25 for ten hours’ work, can
they not werk at a profit at $2.80 for
eight hours? The question is simply. one
of avarice. The fortunate ones who get
$3.50 don’t want to divide with their less
fortunate brothers. The mine owners
will pot reduce wages, nor will they
close their properties. They will pay
the same rate per hour, and other dis-
tricts will follow, bécause labor will not
be so plentiful. They will employ more
men, produce more ore, pay a bigger ag-
gregate wage, and everyone will be bene-
fited. TWis opinion is the result of in-
terviewing over fifty workingmen, with
whom I have talked since the eight-hour
law was passed.” |

* = = !

Wm. Delahay was again heard from in
a letter dated at Ymir on the 13th April,
in which he says:

“I have complied with your wishes in
making inquiries from the voters, resi-
dents and business men of Ymir, also
from persons who are more or less inter-
ested in mining properties in this locali-
ty; and ] have not met with one who is
The mines working here
are the Tamarac and Ymir, which when
notified - complied with the order imme-
diately.

“In voicing the seniiments of Ymir, the
government should most certainly enforce
the law to the very letter, notwithstand-
ing the Nelson delegation to the contrary,
who, by the way, only represent a few :
disgruntled  mine owners of the Slocan
who are ready to reduce wages, even
when working the ten hours, and I am
sure that the action of the government ;
in enforeing the law will be endorsed by :
a great majority of the people. During
my visit to Rossland a few days since I,
made it my business to make. inquiries
from a reliable source whether there was
any dissatisfaction among the mine own-
ers, and I found that everything seemed
to be working very satisfactorily indeed.
In conclusion I hope the government will
not weaken in enforcing the eight-hour
law.”

The same Wm. Delahay on the 18th
April worte again to Hon, Mr. Hume, - as
chairman of a mass meeting of miners .

"and others held at Ymiir on the evening

of the 17th April, stating that ‘James
Graham, J. J. Roets, Wm. Delahay and
A. L. Knox had been appointed to draft/
resolutions protesting against the sus-
pension of the eight-hour clause, and for-
ward them to the Minister of Mines and
the Ymir Miner, for publication. These
resolution, subsequently presented read:

“]. That the eight-hour law passed by
the Legislature of British, Columbia was
- highly satisfactory to the miners of Ymir
-district.

the War Hagle.. We already find, in the
Roi, that our costs for- the same pro:

“> That the action of the government

The fact that organized DOW

munciation from B. R. Atkins to the
Minister of Mines, addressed from Van-
co}iiver on the 26th April, in which it is
said:

“While in Victoria the matter of the
eight-hour law in the mines was repeated-
ly brought to my notice, and my opinion
asked concerning it. - I believe the prin-
ciple of the legislation in its application
to deep mining to be correct and in line
wth good precedents towards special
classes of employment, but I think that
there should be some qualifying amend-
ment attached limiting its application to
deep mining only.

“Regarding the enforcement of the act
in this particmlar, the.suggestion of its
operation only in cases where the work-
ing may be properly called deep, might
be entertained for the present, it being
understood that such would become the
statutory meaning at the legislature’s
next session. Of course this is merely
my personal idea upon the subject, and
given only in that sense.”

_I‘Ilon. Mr. Hume, replying to this letter
said.

“Such expressions of opinion I am glad
to receive, as they will be of great as-
istance to the government in arriving at
a decision in the matter.”

* * =

Next in order of communications is a
resolution adopted at a meeting of the
mine owners of the Boundary Creek dis-
trict, as follows: .

“Whereas it has been enacted by the
legislative assembly of the province of
BritisheColumbia that no person shall be
employed underground in any metallifer-
ous mine for more than 8 in every 24
T8; :
“And whereas there are certain penal-
ties for not complying with the said en-
actment;

“Now this body respectfully submits
that the legislation in question will not
only work great hardship upon the mine
owners of this district but also upon the
mines themselves, for the following rea-
SOnSs:

“1. The mines in the Boundary Creek
district at the present time are entirely
unproductive, owing to the lack of facili-
ties for the reduction of ores, in conse-
quence the expense of operating the said

and not upon the ore product; 5
*2. The ners are entirely satisfied
with the present hours of expployment,
and have manifested no desire for a
change from the system now in vogue;
“3. That with the rteduction in the

“hours of labor it will be necessary to re-

duce the wages per diem from a ten to an
eight-hour basis, thereby working great
hardship upon the men and the conse-
uent disturbance of the condition of em-
gloyet and laborer as at present harmon-
iously existing; b s

“Therefore the mine owners in the dis-
trict respectfully beg that the aforemen-
tioned amendment may be held in abey-
ance, 'at least until such time as-the
mines are shipping and produetive.”

$ . %

The mine owners of the Rossland camp
also took occasion, on the 1st of May,
to place on record their strong disapprov-
al of the eight-hour clause, and respect-
fully to request that its enforcement be
delayed until further Trepresentations
could be made to the government on the
subject and in reply the Minister of

Mines wrote that the government did not| |

propose to enforce the eight-hour clause
until they had made full inquiries as to
the views held by mine owners, mine
managers, and the miners themselves, on
the subject—thirty days’ notice being giv-
en before the law'should be carried in
to effect. o
E 3 ® =

‘William Delahay was again heard from
on the 20tn of April, when he wrote Hon.
Mr. Hume that: 4 ;

‘“The general opinmion in this neighbor-
hood (Ymir) is that the law ought to be
enforced, notwithstanding whatever in.
fluence may be brought to bear to the
contrary, It is also a well known fact
that the majority of those who now op-
pose the present law were hostile to the
present government, and used whatever
means they had in their power to defeat
them both ‘at the genersl election and
your own (Hon. Mr. Hdme’s) bye-elec-
tion. Consequently I deem it nothing
but right and in justice®to yourselves
and to your supporters that the law be
strictly enforced.”

* * »

On the 27th of April, L. A. Snyder,
secretary of the Ymir miners’. union,
transmitted copies of resolutions endors-
ing those passed by the Rossland trades
and labor council, asking that the eight-
hour law be enforced. . In addition the
following was transmitted:

““Whereas at a special meeting held by
the miners of Ymir, urging that the gov-
ernment enforce the eight-hodr law
throughout the province, and whereas the
said law being in force throughout Trail
Creek district has proved a success be-
yond any doubt whatever, and whereas
a. majority of ‘the mine. operators who
no¥v.oppase the eigh ight-hour law, were also

] d th our presest government prior
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heartily endorse the resolutions passed by
the trades and labor council of Rossland
on April 25.”

“ * & @

On the 2nd of May T. Mayne Daly con-
firmed by letter the telegram of the mine
owners of Rossland, and stated that a
memorial was being prepared for signa-
ture setting out the views of the mine
owners of this camp, an dother parts of
the Kootenay on the eight-hour clause.
He added:

“l may say that the feeling amongst
the miffe owners is very strong on this
subject, and it is hopéd that the goverm-
ment will refrain from enforcing this
law, and that the whole matter will be
held in abeyance wuntil the next session
of the legislatare. ”

This was acknowledged by Hon. Mr.
Semlin, as acting Minister of Mines, with
the declaration that the government had
already given the matter careful consid-
eration, and had decided to enforce the
clause, notice to that effect being pub-
lished in the Gazette of the 11th of May.
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