=

GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN

B

‘SWW ONTARIO'S NEW SCHOOL BOOKS

i " !-4,&‘-’

: 'Forrespondent Picks Out Many,

of Them—Some of the Ex-
" amples and Where They May
Be Found—Punctuation Astray
" Also, :

Letter I.
To the Editor of The Advertiser:
Some time ago, when

nounced that, in the preparation of
new Readers for c(he schcols, the
editors would write “honour” for
“honor,” etc., the public naturally
thought that the editorial work would
be, in all
less. Those of the public that
looked through the new books are sadly
disappointed. If it were advisable to
alter the spelling in the selections that
were adopted, why was it not equally
advisable to correct the bad grammar
and to observe uniformity in punctua-
tion? .

The new Readers are blemished with
a variety of grammatical errors; and,
as for the punctuation, too, many
cooks have spoiled the soup.

Errors in Grammar.

“Come buy ye, pretty lady,

Come buy ye a broom.”—Primer, p. 23.

“I did not know ye were in my couns=
try, sir,” says Rcbin.—Fourth R., p. 18,

Whatever ‘‘ve’ may have been, it is
today piural and nominative.

“Once I caught a little bee who was
much too warm for me.”"—Primer, p.
65.

All grammars say that “who” is
used for persons or for animals per-
sonified; but this rule is violated again
and again in the new Readers. In one
instance, though, there is a striking
exception. On page 63, First R., there
is, * . . he saw a hen and stme
chickens which had gone up into a tree
for the night.” But the hen is person-
ified. She puts forth as good English
as can be found elsewhere in the
books.

“The four friends sat down to sup-
‘per and eat (ate) what the robbers
had left.”—Primer, p. 80.

“I =aid the birds eat them and were
not ill.”—Primer, pp. 90-91. Read “ate”
or “are.”’

“That night I eat (ate) my
tomato.”—Primer, p. 91.

“A healthy body, a mind at ease, and
simple pleasures that always please, is
better than grandeur,” etc.—Second
R., p. 55.

¥

it was an-

first

Were a critical editor to write “are” |

for “is,” his correction would neither
affect the metre nor offend the author.

“You are one of the finest lads I ever
saw,” ete.—Second R, p. 13. “Have
ever seen” would be better.

“I meant to have given you five
shillings this morning for a Christmas-
box, Sam.”—Third R, pp. 8-9. Read
“meant to give.” The *“giving” would
not be prior to the “meaning.”

you.”—Third
you.”

“ « . . the gentleman who gave
(had given) the tive cents,” etc.—Third
R., p. 81.

“He went (had gone) to feed oh the!

respects, precise and fault-|
have '

to, angd the sails (were) new bent.”—
Fourth R., p. 250.

“The bay is still and its shores (are)
invisible,” etc.—Fourth R., p. 381.

. there was the blue sky
the big pine . . . and the
glint of sunshine,” etc.—Third R., p.
14. Read ‘“‘there were.”

“ _, . . there was (were) only the
blue sky . . . the waving pine tree
and the quiet pond.”—Third R, p. 25.
There should be a comma after
“tree.”

“There is (are) a tramp

e e o

s o e

of feet
'« . . crowding and crushing . . .
| a mutter of voices . . a glanc-
!ing of torches.”—Fourth R., p. 338.

“There is (are) the tread of soldiers
the trampling of horse .
the rumble of guns . . . the wav-
ing and flapping of the colors,” etc.—
Fourth R., pp. 340-341,

“Everything which they saw, birds,
| beasts, trees, climate, country, were
strange, wild, and wonderful.”—Fourth
R, p. 251, Is “were” or “was” the
proper word?

“I believed that a great part of the
miseries of mankind were (is)
brought upon them by the false esti-
mates they had made (make) of the
value of things,” etc.—Third R., p. 109.

“I slept, and dreamed that life was
(is) beauty; I woke, and found that
life was (is) duty.”—Third R., p. 223.

“Hold your wallet, and I will pour
« this gold into it,” ete.—Third R, p. 3.

“Give close attention, and you will
| sometimes see a perfectly clear space.”
i —Fourth R., p. 264.

In each of these two sentences, an

fe o o

! imperative clause is united to an as- )

» sertive clause by “and.” It is like the
icoupling of a noun and an adverb. See
‘.\ngns’ Handbook, par. 517.
i “Gilded bracelets and anklets rat-

tled on her arms and ankles.”—Second
. R., p. 179. It is not likely. Perhaps the
; bracelets rattled on her arms, and the

. anklets rattled on her ankles, It is a |

icase— of cross-constructicn.
| “The boy and his rescuer were car-
. ried across the street without anyone
knowing how.”—Third R., p. 42.

“ . . . on his master looking
‘round"’ etc.—Third R., p. 323.
. In these expressions, most
'marians would have written ‘“‘anyv-
cne's” and  “master’s.” See TFourth
Re~rder, p. 306, for an instance of the
. correct construction. It is, “and upocn
| Beatty's inquiring,” ete.
E “And Jetting fly his arrow i @
it lighteth right upon that of his com-
petitor.”—Fourth R., p. 99. Misrelated
participle.

| “Standing upon the ground, the eye

gram-

i ranges over many miles of grass,” etc.

Fourth R.,, p. 145, This can be tested
by putting the particip.al phrase be-
tween ‘“‘eve” and ‘“‘ranges.”

f “Having arisen, he made me carry
,him under the trees.”—Fourth R, p.
211. The context shows that it was
“me” who arose.

|  “Springing from this rustiing couch,
Happy am I to have met' Where he had lain naked. and throwing | Tiver Oswego to lake Ontario.”

R, p. 202. Read “to meet ©ff the coarse coverlets, the subjects nﬂ
| King Alfred donned the day's dress.”— | the back with glistening faces,”
" Third R., p.

oo E
325,

written fcr ‘“he,”

Had *“they” been
the sentence would be

| readable.
In “The Wolf and the Cat” First R.!

. broke through the cloud, but

' 4 Nothin

quite su

I Cambridg¢e Wafers "
A dainty new biscuit e
from cream of wheat.
Always "crisp and fresh.
Sold in tins omly, by all
good grocers. Their flavor
is truly delicious. 21
Made by Paterson of Brantford

“Speak up, Tadpole, and say if
(whether) I have made any false
statements so far.”—Third R., p. 18,

“And bent with the chill of the win-
ter’'s day.”—Second R., p. 66.

“One moonlight winter's
etec.—Third R., p. 285.

* the lengthening summer’s
day,” etc.—Third R., p. 343.

“Summer evening.”—First R., p. 16.

“It was a summer evening.”—Third
R, p. 63.

“Ill try it any way
Third R., p. 63.

“ . . . knowing that such
these would be blind any way,
thought,” etc.—Fourth R., p. 48.

The omission of “a” before “long-
ing,” p. 67, Third Reader, makes the
paragraph almost unreadable,

“ < . . You must be
than me (I).”—Third R., p. 78.

“None but I (me) can ride my Win-
nie mare.”—Third R., p. 168.

“ . and beside (besides), he
‘%?{S hungry and weary.”—Third R, p.

On page 255, Third Reader, there is
“scimitar”; on page 144, Fourth Read-
er, there is “scymetars.” Of these two
forms, a fastidious speller is indul-
gently permitt2d to take his choice.—

“You and me (I) would make a bet-
ter pair, sir.”—Fourth R., p. 19.

It matters not who wrote such ex-
pressions. If children break in their

evening,”

(anyway).”’—

as
he

hungrier

| tongues to them, it will be a miracle if

they ever become safe speakers
writers of their own language.

“ they came upon a small
house and premises.” —
p. 38 Was the squatter

and

squatter’s
Fourth R,
smalil?

“Like most (other) singers he kept'
them waiting a bit.”—IFourth R, p.
59.

“For his own part” he said, “and in
the land where he was bred,” ete.—
Fourth R., p. 100. Did he use “his” and
“he,” or “my” and “L” Besides, there
should be a comma after “part.”

“The throngs of people no sooner
(than)
many of them fell into them."—Fourth
R., p. 164.

“o. whether or no (not)
zood Genius strengthened
Fcurth R., p. 166.

“But the most common route was by
way of the Hudson and the Mohawk
Rivers, through Oneida I.ake and down
the Oswego River to Lake Ontario.”—
Fourth R, p. 171. Read, “by way of
the rivers Hudson and Mohawk,

the
it,” etec. —

through lake Oneida, and down the

on
etc.—
Third R, p. 42. “With glistening faces”
should be between ‘“strangers” and
“slapped.”

“Walrus waliow on the pink granite

“Strangers slapped cne ancther

lily pads there.”—Third R., p. 152. In DPP. 47-4%, the wolf is “it” three times | islands in huge herds.”—¥ourth R., p.

this lf_-ss"»n, “The (Chase,” the fawn is
sometimes ““he” and sometimes “it.”

came (had come),” etc.—Third R, P
158.

“Throughout Canada the news of the
victory of Queenston Heights awaken-

ond only to that which the taking of
. p. 337.

“I noticed that his clothes were care-
fully brushed, his hair (was) in nice
order, and his teeth (were) as white
as milk.”-—Second R., p. 49. Most
grammariins say that, when the sub-
jects of the members of a sentence are
of different numbers, the verbs should
be repeated.

“Two thousand vears ago that coun-
(ry was wild, and its people (were)
little better than savages.”—Second
R., p. 109.

“Here and there in the dense forest
little patches of land were cleared of
trees (,) and a little village of huts
(was) built up.”"—Second R.,, p. 110.

a P proof enough that his
heart was light and his anticipations
{were) high.”—Third R., p. 102.

“Through my defiance, and stupid
ways, here was I in a duello, and my
legs (had) not come tc their strength

..

vet, and my arms (were) as limp as a

herring.”—Third R., p. 164. The comma
after “defiance’” is not necessary.

“On his arms were golden bracelets,
and round his neck (was<) a collar of
jewels,” ete.—Third R., p. 202,

“In front was a foe thirsting for re-
venge; behind, (were) the steep banks
and swiftly flowing waters of Nia-
gara.”—Third R., p. 336.

“ the rigging (was) looked

o ®
Sinking Spells
Every Few Days
“At the time I began taking
Dr. Miles’ Heart Remedy 1 was
having sinking spells cvery few
days. My hands and feet would
get cold; I could scarcely
breathe, and could feel myself
gradually sinking away until I
%sz1ld be unconscious. Those
about me could not tell there
was life in me. After these
spells T would be very weak and
nervous, sleepless and without
appetite; had neuraigia in my
head and heart. After taking
the remedy a short time all this
disappeared and in a few weeks
all the heart trouble was gone.”
MRS. LIZZIE PAINTER
803%; 3d Ave. Evansville, Ind.
For twenty years we have
been constantly receiving just

| “Matsu breught us to her home.”

Grammar teaches,
| contradict.

and “he” once.

i In the First INeader, pp. 92-%94, Mary | “walrus” and
“She turncd to the shore whence she. and I “went to the home of Matsu (a

girD),” and, eleven lines farther

sat on the floor. “At dinner each per-

“son had a little table for himself.” Se,
ed universal joy and enthusiasm, sec-' Mary and Matsu were, at least, two of | 332.
, the himselfs!
Detroit was (had been) hailed.”—Thira! *

. it was useless to trv and

save the ship."—Second R., p. 105.
“We’'ll try and find out.”—Fourth

R., p. 283. What the Public School

“Yes,” said the cat, “what one sows
he must reap.”—First R, p. 48,

According to some grammarians,
“cne” should be “a man,” or ‘“he”

i should be “one.” When “one,” indefinite,

and “he,” definite, are used for the
same subject, the sense is more or less

i muddled.
o

! g Do not try to make your-
"self as (so) biz. . . . You could
not make yourself half as (so) big as
this huge menster.”—First R., p. 25,

i “Does it seem to you that the human
animal is so (as) clever as it might
be,” ete.—Third R, p. 19.

“As to all that is (has) gcne by, so
|(as) far as the hope of altering it
! goes” ete.—Fcurth R, p. 396.

“ . . . both to children and
i grown people,” etc.—Third R., p. 224,
['i‘hem expressions are slightly out of
balance. Read “and to grown people.”

“ if there should neither be
peace nor an exchange of prisoners.”—
Thira R.. p. 270. Read “should be
neither peace nor an exchange,” etc.

o . . both of old and (of)
"—Fourth R., p. 123.
. . . both of butter and (of)
cheese.”—Fourth R., p. 126.

“RBecause she built the—TI shan’t
(won't) tell the rest,” etc.—Primer, p.
58.

“Wife,” <aid he, “I shall (will) kill
this goose and get all the eggs at
cnce.”—Primer, p. 39.

“Run away, little mouse.” said he, “1
shall (will) not hurt you.”"—Primer, p.
76.

“I shall (will) rest here for a few
minutes.”—-First R.,, p. 36.

“I shall (will) go back and look for
him,” etc.—TFirst R.. p. 37. On the same
page, there is, “I shall (will) run on to
the river.”

¢ _ . . and for your honesty I
shall (will) give you the other two
also.”—First R, p. 68.

young.
"

do?”—First R, p. 82.

o a saying that he should
(would) come back at sunset,” etc.—
First R, p. 113,

. . but T shall (will) not go
on with such a silly piece of work.”—
First R, p. 114,

“I would (should) like it very much
if you would give me a cricket”—
Third R., p. 29.

“« _ ., . gave him a magic oint-
ment, which should (would) give him
the strength of seven men,” etc.—
Third R., p. 68.

“When you drive on our roads you
see, on either (each) side, flelds of
wheat,” etc.—First R., p. 120.

~ forming a line on either
(each) hand of the road,” etc.—Fourth
R., p. 225.

o«

such letters as these, TRhere is
4sgcarcely a locality in the United
- States where there is not some
_one who can testify to the
smerits of this remarkably suc-

~eessful Heart Remedy.

Price $1.00 at your druggist. He should
you. If he does net, send price

to us, we forward prepald.

PR. MILES MEDICAL CO., Toronto,
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. . . and on either (each) side,
between it and the mainland,” etc.—
Fourth R.,, p. 369.

“But each (every) evening at sun-
set,” etc.—First R., p. 81.

« _ . . who went each
day to the forest,”

(every)
etc.—Second R,

p- 5.
“The child promised, and set off on
his little journey.”—Thizd R., p. 111.
Prof. Bain says, “set off on a journey
should be set out.” If this is so, sev-
expunged

eral .
from »

!

on, ! filled by (with)
We R, p 243

I

, circumstances,”

|
1
i
|

the new Readersl
|

“But what should (could) three boys |

{105,

177. Put “in  huge herds”
“wallow.”

“The market place

between

of Altorf was
loud cheers.”—Third
“ as might be under (in) the
etc.—Fourth B: b

In the Second Reader, p. 23, there is
“a nice girl.” In the Third Reader, p.
“He had a mnice time.” Why not
say “an awful nice girl,” and “a dread-
ful nice time!”

Even if it should be said that these
errors are neithsr numerous nor ser-
ious, it can still be said that they are
not the stuff that children should hbe
allowed to fix on their memories, Per-
haps, though, the editors could excuse
themselves for overlcoking those gram-
matical lapses by saying that they
were so completely engrossed with the
different languages of bears, wolves,
mice, bats, crickets, ants, etec, that
they had no time to think of their own.

J.P. T.

THE FLEA AND ITS
NATURAL HISTORY

Four Hundred Specimens De-
scribed and Named

‘“To the ordinary person fleas, like

mothers-in-law, red noses, twins, lawyers’
bills and strong cheese are subjects which
lend themselves to humorous treatment
of a simple, obvious and familiar kind.”

Mr. Harold Russell deals thus in “The
National Review’” with an insect which
is in close relationship with mankind in
almost every part of the world. His ar-
ticle on ‘“The Natural History of Fleas”
contains much informative matter. To
T.eeuwenhock, an inquisitive Dutchman,
who lived at the end of the seventeenth
century, we are told, we are indebted for
the discovery that a small mite fed on
the flea, and for Swift's lines:

‘“So, naturalists observe, a flea

Hath smaller tlrcas that on him prey;
And these have smaller still to bite ‘em,
And so proceed ‘ad infinitum.” ”’

It is alarming to find that ‘‘at the pres-
ent day about 400 different specimens of
fleas have been described and named by
the small band of scientific men who have
devoted themselves to their study. Most
of these have been discovered within
quite recent years.”

Mr. Russell has an extensive knowledge
of his subject. He knows, for Instance,
that the larvae of the flea moult their
skins several times, that the mature flea
issues full grown in about two we=ks,
and that the larva of the dog flea fis
provided with a ‘“beautifully-contrived
hatching spine.”” He states also—and this
will be readily believed—that the mature
flea has ‘“‘three pairs of legs with claws
at the end of each,” and that ‘‘the mus-
cles of the thighs in the hindermost pair
are strongly developed.”” Mr. Russell does
not tell how it is that a biting flea is
visible one moment and invisible the next,
but he believes that some day it may be
established that different varieties of the
human flea have been differentiated on
the races of mankind.”

The part played by fleas in disseminat-
ing the plague is touched upon by Mr.
Russell thus: “In 1897 Ogata obtained
some fleas from rats that had died of
plague. These he crushed, and injected
the liquid into a couple of mice. One of
these died of plague in three days.”

Educated, or performing fleas, we are
informed, are not educated, and their per-
formance may only be attributed to their
desire to escape.

MINARD'S LINIMENT RELIEVE
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Is all ready for you—g
just waiting_for/yourg
name and address.
A postal request ‘will
bring it to 'you’,@'all
charges prepaid.’

This Catalogue is published to give
our Mail Order customers the ad-’
vantage of the Special Purchases and

Stock-taking Sales that City customers’

enjoy during the Summer months—you’ll find &

that the prices we! quote in it are lower than at ;.
any other time of year.

£

Send for the catalogue now; every_de-¥
partment of the store has contributed’ its

best values.

Remember we pay charges both” »-‘t
ways and refund your money on any merchandise
that is not absolutely satisfactory.

When you write us, address Department No. 140

SIMIPES

TORONTO

This campany offers you as security its $2,000,000 of
Assets. These Assets are of the highest grade, consisting
almost entirely of first mortgages on first-class real estate.
You really cannot find a saier place to leave your savings

than with us.
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This company will pay you 334 per cent, according to
ggreement, on your savings. $1.00 opens an account.
If you desire to invest $100 or more you can secure 4

per cent interest by buying our Debentures, Interest paid
half-yearly.

109 DUNDAS STREET, LONDON, ONT.

A FAMINE

IN RADIUM

Not Enough For the British In-
stitute — The Price Three
Million Dollars Ounce.

With the approaching completion of
the British Radium Institute, the ques-
tion of the supply of radium for its
use has become a matter of urgency.

It will be recalled that when in
January, 1909, the project of such an
institute first took form it was stated
that an ample supply of radium had
been secured for its use. It now ap-
pears that a firm who had contracted
to supply the precious material have
been unable to obtain anything like
the quantity required, 5% grammes.
Indeed, it is estimated that at the
present time there are less than 1,000
milligrammes in this country, and a
portion of it is on loan from the Aus-
trian Government, and is due for re-
turn in September, whereas the insti-
tute is expected to be ready in Oc-
tober.

Speaking to a member of our staff
vesterday a well-known medical man
described the position as somewhat
peculiar,

“I know,” he said, “that efforts were
made to obtaln some of the radim in
Faris, but the price asked was too
high. Besides, the radium used in
the Paris Institute is obtained from
Portugal; and I believe the mine has
been provisionally acquired by an Eng-
lish company. Whether the mine will
come up to their expectations in the
matter of yield it is difficult to say.
Personally, I should like to see the
supply secured for the Radium Insti-
tue here, as the work done in Paris
is simply marvellous, and when the
British medical profession generally
have an opportunity of studying its
working and watching its effects I
believe they will be quite enthusias-
tic.”

The price of radium has now reach-
ed, something like £600,000 an ounce.

A remarkable safe has been made
by Messrs., Chubb & Sons for the
British Radium Corporation. It has
been specially constructed from the
design of the technical advisers to the
corporation for the storage and pro-
tection of radium, and though only
about three feet in height, it weighs
a ton and a half. Great ingenuity has
been exercised in order to make it as
far as possible proof against the skill
of the most expert burglars, and
against all risks of loss by emana-
tions.

Practically the only metal which will
withstand the great penetrating power
of radim- emanations is lead. but as
this is not burglar-vroof, the only
solution of the nroblem was to econ-
struct a safe with an interior of lead
and an exterior of steel. The Interior

shell is, therefore, of three-inchlead,

and the outer casement of a similar
thickness of steel.

Another difficulty was the fitting of
the door to prevent the escape of any
ray of light. 7This was secured by
constructing a circular lathe-turned
door, which has g ‘“‘dead” fit, and a
specially ingenious contrivance for
immediately remedying any wear and
tear caused by opening and shutting.
Two valves have heen fixed
door, through which tubes of mercury

storage of the emanations.

EAGLE- LIKED BAGPIPE MUSIC.

age breast” may be taken as an
axfom, and if it were doubted the tes-
timony of Andrew

A Dboat was proceeding from

A piper was on board. The piper
skirled his pipes as he passed Ben
Airidh, and out flew
from his eyrie. As long as the music
continued the eagie remained within
gunshot of the boat.

The piper having earned his dram,

began to fly shoreward. As soon as
the piper recommenced the eagle at

once left his rock and followed the
boat. At Iske Maree another halt was
imade for refreshment and by the bird
{through disappointment. On the piper
blowing up for the third time the
.eagle returned to his old position and
:followed the boat as long as the music
continued.—London Globe,

e Lac

The Perfect
ArnoiStain

“China-Lac” is the ideal finish
for Furniture, Floors, Doors,
Scratched Woodwork, OQil Cloth,
Linoleum, Porch Chairs, etc.

“China-Lac” stains and varnishes
st one operation—and drieswith a
hard, tough, brilliant finish that is
waterproof, weatherproof and
almest wearproof.

14 rich colors, including Rosewood,

Cherry, Green, Mahogasy, Oak n-‘
Colden’ Oak. = Remember the mame

“Chisa-Lac”, made by 48
BRANDRAM-}JENDERSON,

Montresl, Halifax, St. John, Torento, Winsipess

into the ! @

wlill be passed for the collection and | §g

“Music hath charms to calm the sav- E

Maclntosh, of In- !
verness, ought to silence the scorner. ;
Loch- | B
maree to Letterewe for a ghillies’ ball. |

a golden eagle | R

the music ceased. Immediately the bird |

g

SAVINGS & LOAN CO. guemms 4.0 =

Tooth zand Toilet
Preparations

are manufactured from the Best and Purest ingred-
ients found in the world’s markets. Are put up under
the supervision of expert Analytical Chemists who
have made their preparation a life-work. 'The choice
of Toilet Preparations is a matter of vital import-
ance—it concerns your health. Their absolute Purity
is as essential to you as Pure Food or Pure Water.

Jl (1S 5F

is pure white—CONTAINS NO COLORING MATTER
—not only cleanses the teeth and keeps gold fillings bright,
but permanently destroys the germs oi decay. For those
who prefer a powder there is mo substitute for

SN 000 TH LONDER Giud

It acts differently from others. Its antiseptic properties
tone up the entire mouth and gums, as well as clean and
whiten the teeth and preserve them from decay.

[N 0d FAGE] AN A

is pure white. Does not choke the pores. Contains no
grease and is instantly absorbed. Invigorates and tomes
up the tissues of the skin. Removes all impurities and
restores it to its mnatural healthy bloom. In choosing a
Face Cream the purity of SANITOL is essential.

The other well-known SANITOL Preparations are:

Sanitol Antiseptic Liquid, 26¢ and 59¢c

Sanitol Children’s Tooth Brush, 23¢
Sanitel Tooth Brush, 25¢ Sanitol Toilet (Palc.) Powder, 25¢
Sanitol Toilet Water, 58c Sanitol Liquid Shampoe, 50c
Sanitol Hyglenic Toilet Soap, 25c Sanitol Hair Tenic, 56c
Saaitol Bath Powder, 25¢c Sanitol Face Powder, 25¢

Sanitol Violet-Elite Toilet Soap, 25¢c

Sanitol Shaving Stick, 25¢

Our Specialty is Tooth and Toilet Pm'nr-
ations. We manufacture nothing else.
Our standard is High-grade Quality. ne

Sanitol Chemical Laboratory Co., Toronto, Ontario




