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To the Electors and Ratepayers
TOWN OF GUELPH.

After a number of years’ services in your 
Council, as well as in the Board of School 
Trustees, I have resolved, at the desire of 
many partial friends, to become a candidate 
for the Mayoralty for the ensuing year.

If the length of the term which I have spent 
in behalf of the interests of our good town 
can be a recommendation to your favor,I res
pectfully urge this claim. After nearly ten 
▼ears’ Municipal life, I think none will deny 
to me sincerity and fearlessness of purpose 
in the discharge of public duties, whust I 
have ever sought to promote the welfare of 
the town in every possible way that lay in 
my power.

As there are many important and now ques
tions affecting the public welfare likely to 
arise during the coming year, I have deter 
mined personally to interchange views with 
TOU during the short time left before the elec- 
ion. Amongst the most prominent of the 

questions, as you are aware, are the follow
ing, and which deserve the most anxious 
consideration :

1. The indebtedness of the town on account 
of the Municipal Loan Fund.

2. The question* of Railway Extension 
northward.

3. The Union Station.
4. The change in the Municipal and Assess 

ment laws.
5. The new School Law and Central School 

question.
6. Town Hall enlargement.
7. Increased economy in the expenditure 

on our roads and sidewalks, and the intro
duction of a thorough system by which they 
will be gradually made permanently good.

It is not possible for me in the scope of a 
brief address like this, to discuss these im
portant matters, but I shall have ample op
portunity hereafter to do so. I may briefly 
here observe that I consider no step should 
be taken involving the expenditure of any 
large sum of money with reference to any 
of these questions without the opinion of the 
ratepayers being first duly obtained. Our 
present liabilities are heavy, taxation suffi
cient, and our flSture, in a measure, fraught 
with perplexity. Still, I think, with pru
dence and judgment, the town of Guelph is 
bound to flourish, and increase in general 
prosperity.

Respectfully soliciting yofcr kind support 
and influence,

I am your obedient servant,
GEORGE S. HEROD. 

Guelph, 16th December 1369. dwtf

ILANCHETTE,

^ILLIAM O. BAINE,

ACCOUNTANT.
Special attention paid to the opening, balancing 

and closing of Hooks.

Intricate and disputed Partnership accounts 
arranged.

Office. — At Messrs, C. & A. Sharpe’s,Market 
Square, Guelph.

Guelph, Nov. 20. do 5w

IHET
EpitaMe Life Assurance Society

OF THE UNITED STATES.

Head Office, 92 Broadway,New York.

W. O. BUCHANAN,
81 Great St. Jaines-St., Montreal. General Agcn 

for the Dominion of Canada.

COLIN SEWELL, M. D., Examining Physician, 
Dr. R. L. MACDONNELL, Consulting 
GEORGE MACREA, Solicitor,
BANK OF MONTREAL, Bankers.

The rapid advance of the Society to the very 
front rank among AmenVan Life Insurance Com-

Einies, the unprecedented amount of its New 
usiness for the year, the large accumulation of 
its Seven Millions of Dollars, already invested in 

the most reliable securities, form, collectively, a 
legitimate subject for unfeigned congratulation 
by the Managers of tire Society to every policy- 
holder, and an assurance to tin: public thaiithas 
been carefully and successfully managed. The 
rank of The Equitable among all American Com
panies, as to New Business done since its organ
ization, stands ns follows In 18U0 it was the 
ninth ; in 1801 the eight ; in 1802 and 1863 the 
seventh ; in 180-1 and 1805 the sixth : in 1800 the 
fourth ; in 1807 (fiscal year) the second.

Insurances clfected on the most favorable terms 
by

jEO. MURTON, Agent for Guelph. 
Guelph, December 4th. dtf

GREAT FQWSRS
Are always neutral in small squabbles.

SO IT IS WITH

PREST & HEPBURN
In the leather war now going on between their 

opponents on tin: south side of Wyudham-st.

toning Dfternqg.
OFFICE:.................... MACDONNELL STREET

THURSDAY EV’NG, DEC. 31, 1868.

The Maquetre Fortune Teller
Hundreds of thousands of this the greatest 

curiosity of the age have been sold in the United 
States and Canada. To be had at

SHEWAN’S OLD STAND.
Wyndham Street.

Guelph, 23rd December. d2

DOMINION SALOON
FRESH OTSTBRSt
OF the lieut quality always on hand, and served 

up in all styles at short notice ; also for sale 
by the keg or can. The Bar is supplied with Li

quors, Wines, Ales and Cigars, of the choicest 
brands, likewise with the favorite "drink, “Tom 
and Jerry." £3T LUNCH between the hours ot 
12 noon and 3 p. m.

DENIS BUNYAN.
Guelph, 17th October. d

OTILL dx THE MOVE.

H. METCALF,
SADDLER,

Begs to notify liis customers and the public that 
he has returned to the OLD STAND,

IN THE NEW BUILDING,
Which lias been built and fitted up expressly for 
bis business, and that lie has a large stock of the 
following Goods—
Harness, Light and Heavy ; Saddlcs,good 

and Cheap ; Trunks of the Cheapest 
and Best make ; Whips, Bells, 

Brushes, Combs, &<•., in good supply. Special 
attention is directed to my Stock of HORSE 
CliOTHIlVti, Blankets, Sursingles A call 
is solicited. Repairing done ns usual.

II. METCALF.
Guelph, December 4. dw

WE do not believe in bosh and bunkum, but.
deal with facts, and leave the verdiat in j 

the hands of the intelligent people of Wellington. 1 
We are prepared 1<i prove, and we positively aflirm, | 
notwithstanding all the pulling and blowing which 
has become the order of the day, that PREST & ! 
HEPBURN, Wyndham Street, Guelph, mariufac- ' 
turc more

BOOTS AND SHOES
And employ double the number of Workmen cf 
any other establishment in the County of Welling
ton, We invite the public to cal land look through 
our Factory, and they will be convinced that we 
are telling the truth, and nothing but the truth.

A great deal has been said for and against ma 
chine-iuadv Boots and Shoes. Now we believe, 
and we are confident tlrntovery well-balanced mind 
in Wellington will agree with us. that the less ma
chinery used in manufacturing. Boots .and Shots 
the belter. All our staple Boots and felines are 
made by hand, which must be admitted is far-su
perior to any machine made Goods. We have now 
on hand the largest and best assortment of Boots 
and Shoe» ever ottered to the people of Well ington, 
which we will sell as cheap ns the cheapest.

Remember that nil our work is warranted, and 
no second price. Repairs done as usual.

PREST & HEPBURN.
Guclpli, 2nd November. dw

VIE (1UELP1I MELODEON COM- 
. PAST

HABTFOKD

Fire Insurance Company
Of Hartford, Conn.

fKCORPORATED IN 1510. - - CAPITAL, Ç2,000,000.

Special Rates for Dwellings and conteiitsTfor 
terms of one to three years.

E. MORRIS. Agent. 
Guelph, Dec. 21. <11 y

0ASTLE GARDEN SALOON,
Market Square, GUELPH.

THE Subscriber begs to inform the publi that 
he lias leased the aboVe premises for a term 

of years, and lias vvllttvd.it in a very superior and 
substantial manner, and hopes to shaje a portion 
af the patronage of the public.

THE B A E.
wi be supplied with the best

Wines, Liquop & Cigars
And the table withal the delicacies ofthescas- 

sn. In fact no expense will he spared to make is 
a first-classestablishmen

•^LUNCHEON!
Every day front 1 to 3 clock.

OYSTERS AND GAME,
Etc Dinner and Supper patjB»^provide on 

abort notice,at reasonable chaigw.
, JOHN MILLER,

- Proprietor.
Late of the Commercial Hotel, Whitby

Bog to draw the attention of the public to their 
Mclodeons and Cabinet Organs, which, in the 
opinion of all competent judges, arc the best that 
are taanufai-lured, aim are sold at prices from 10 
to 20 per o ut. lower than those of any good 
American maker. We do not make nameless or 
“ metropolitan ” Organs, on which we do not put 
our name, as those nameless instruments are 
made only for agents, who wish to sell cheap and 
inferior instruments. We were awarded

THE FIRST PRIZE
mi both MELODEONS and CAB'NET ORGANS 
at the Provincial Exhibition for 1508, which was 
open to all the-world.

As we wnrant n*l our liistrunionlr 
for Five Year*, tin- public will easily sc- 
that it is to their interest to buy from us father 
than from an agent of so,me distant New England 
linn, whose guarantee amounts simply to nothing, 
even mi Instruments which they consider good 
enough tv put their .lames mi.

fL-ONG cm:DIT given to responsible par
ties, lor a liberal discount for cash in full. Usual 
discount to Clergymen, Churches, Schools,* &c.

Factory and Ware-room in the Old G orb Bank- 
Building, East Market Square.

BELL. WOOD &. CO., Guelph, Ont. 
Guelph, December lsth, 1808. dlwly

TROTTER & fJRAHAM,

DENTISTS!
GUELPH and BRAMPTON

LICENTIATES OF DENTAL SURGERY
Sueccssorsin Guclpli to T rotter.

®IBce,ovcrHIghibotham’sDriig»torc
Guelph,2nd August. S6S. <iw

Undertakers !
MITCHELL & TOVELL

Having bought, out Mr. Nathan To veil's Hearse, 
horses, we hope by strict attention to busi
ness to gain a share of public patronage. We

A lull ANSOK Fill ENT of COFFINS 
always on hand.

Funerals furnished if required. Garpentei 
ilk done as usual. Premises, a few doors 

north of Post Office", and next D. Guthrie's Law 
jffic-e, Douglas Street, Guelph.

JOHN MITCHELL. NATHAN TOVELL, Jr

Guelph, December 12. dwly

jyjORTGAGE SALE

VALUABLE PARK LOT!
There will be sold by public auction, under and 

by virtue of the power of sale contained in a 
mortgage, which will be produced at time of sale,

OX FRIDAY, Sill JANUARY, 186»,
at noon, at the Market House, Guelph, by W. S. 
G. Knowles, Esq., Auctioneer, the following valu
able property in the TOWNSHIP OF GUELPH, 
adjoining the Town of Guelph, viz:—Park Lot 
No. 43, fronting upon Forest Street, in the Sub 
division of the South-west half of Lot No. 3, in 
the 3rd Concession of Division G, in the Town
ship ofGuelph, according to a plan made by Wil
liam Haskins, P L S, and duly registered, the said 
Park Lot being in what is commonly known as 
McTague's Survey. 1'

The Park Lot contains two acres, more or less, 
and adjoins the South-eastern limits of the town. 
It is a desirable property. Immediate possession 
given. TERMS CASH. For further particulars

DONALD GUTHRIE, 
Vendor's Solicitor, Guelph. 

Guelph, 28eli December. dwtd

-Earn! irndpisccHaneous
No Paper To-morrow.—To-morrow 

being New Year’s Day, no paper will be 
issued from this office.

Guelph is unfortunate in the matter of 
tanks. The new one at Nelson Crescent, 
put down by Mr Ferguson, leaks.

A merchant, named Ward, of Fort 
Erie, apparently in good health, dropped 
dead in the street a few days ago.

In Western New York lives a man 
named King, who has had thirty-one 
children by one wife. An exchange pro
nounces him both a King and a prtriarch.

The St. Mary’s Fracas.—Charles Mc- 
Guirk, the young man who had his skull 
broken in the affray here on Christmas, 
died of his injuries on Wednesday after-

Mr. Price, who lives near Homer, was 
cutting hay a few days ago, when he was 
surprised to see a number of fingers 
among the hay, and on looking at his left 
hand he was surprised to see that all the 
fingers were smoothly taken off.

The death by suicide of the reputed 
widow of Augustus, brother of Charles 
Dickens, is reported by telegraph from 
Chicago. Augustus Dickens deserted 
his wife in England, and she has since 
lived on the generosity of his brother, and 
the woman whose death is now announc
ed is she with whom he fled

The St. Mary’s Row.—Clyde, the 
man who knocked a hole in McGurk’s 
skull at St. Mary’s, on Christmas, has 
been arrested, together with another per
son named Jackson. It appears that 
Clyde was struck with a pair of tongs by 
an unknown hand, that he wrested them 
and struck McGurk, who is now failing 
rapidly.

A young married woman living in 
Huron county, Ohio, retired to bed one 
night last week with her babe. To quiet 
it she had placed in its mouth a “sugar 
teat.” During the night she dreamed it 
was choking and that she tried to grasp 
the teat with her fingers, but coûld not 
She then tried, as she supposed, to grasp 
it with her tenth, when the screams of 
the child awakened her. She found its 
face bloody, and that its nose was almost 
bitten through at the point. Medical aid 
was procured and the child rendered com
fortable, but the mother was inconsolable 
at the accident.

Ontario Teachers* Association.— 
The Association assembled at Toronto on 
Wednesday. The Bill for the amendment 
of the Grammar School Act now before 
the House was discussed. It was resolv
ed that the 3rd clause of the Bill should 
be amended so as to include commercial 
instruction, and the modern languages in 
the branches to be taught in Grammar 
School. A discussion was raised on the 
question of whether the maximum of a 
Grammar School teacher’s salary should 
remain fixed at $1,000, which terminated 
in its being left as in the Bill : The sixth 
section it was resolved should be amend
ed, so that the examination for admission 
of pupils to the High School shall 
be made by a board consisting of the Co. 
Superin tendent,the Chairman of the High 
School Board and the Head Master of the 
High School, instead of merely by the 
County or City Superintendent, A com 
mittee was appointed, consisting of Dr. 
Mills, Messrs. McMurchy, Seath, McAl
lister and Anderson, to. submit the alter
ations recommended to the Chief Superin
tendent and the Legislature.

Politics and the Bible.—In the lato 
election for West Aberdeenshire, one of 
the candidates was Mr. McCombie, a 
famous breeder of cattle. His apponents 
chose two verses from the Apocrypha, 
and placarded them in conspicuous 
places :—"How can ho get wisdom that 
holdcth the plow, and that glorieth in 
the goad ; that driveth oxen, and is occu
pied in their labours, and whose talk js 
of bullocks ? He giveth his mind to 
make furrows, and is diligent to give the 

I kino fodder.” “ He shall not be sought 
! for in public counsel, nor sit high in the 
congregation ; lie shall not sit on the 

■judge’s seat, nor understand the sentence 
| of judgment : lie cannot dt . lare justice 
| and judmeut, and shall u -t he found 
! where parables are spokeh —Ecclesias- 
! ticup, xxxviii, 25-33.” Mr. Mc^ombie’s 
; friends answered this triumphantly by j two verses from the Canon cal Books,
' and headed them, -‘Not from the Apocry- 
| pha.” “Seest thou a man diligent in his 
; business? he t-hall stand before kings,
I he shall not stand before mean men.—
! Prov. xxii 29. “ Blessed shall be the
fruit of thy cattle. The Lord shall cause 

j tlrne enemies that rife up against thee 
to be smitten before thy face , they shall 
come up against thee one way.fand shall 
flee befoiè thee seven ways.—Deut.

Postal Changes.—Important chan
ges take uftLct on the first of January, 
in relation to newspaper and periodical 
postage. A circular in which the charg
es are detailed has been received, and 
from it we make the following extracts 
The circular reminds postmasters that 
from and after January, 1809, all period 
ical matter passing by post in Canada 
will be subject to charge, and that the 
exceptions enjoyed by certain temper
ance, agricultural, educational, scientific 
periodicals passing within the Dominion, 
will cease on 31st Dec., 1868. The cir
cular proceeds as follows : “ From the 
1st of January, 1869, therefore, all peri
odicals posted in Canada and addressed 
to any place within the Dominion of 
Canada—to Prince Edward Island. New 
foundland or the United States, with 
the exceptions hereinafter noted, must be 
posted, prepaid by postage stamps, at the 
rate of lc. per oz. weight of package. 
When a package of periodicals so posted, 
prepaid, is addressed by the sender to 
any postoffice within the Dominion, it 
will be the duty of the postmaster at 
such office to open the package, and 
without further charge, distribute the 
contents to the individual subscribers 
within the delivery of his office, to whom 
the separate numbers contained in the 
package may be addressed.” The excep
tions above alluded to refer to the excep
tional rate of charge of half a cent per 
number on small periodicals, weighing 
less than one ounce per number and put 
up singly, and to the privilege of free 
transmission accorded to a single copy of 
each publication interchanged between 
publishers.

ANOTHER YEAR.
The year 1868 will soon have com

pleted its course and vanished into the 
ages that are lost forever. Although it 
has witnessed events of much moment in 
the annals of nations and of importance 
to the world at large, yet it has not been 
so fruitful in them as some of its prede
cessors, but had we the power to examine 
it as a witness of individual experience, 
of each person’s share of joy and grief, of 
his hopes disappointed and his aspira
tions attained, we should probably find 
but little difference between its testimony 
and that of any other year since time be
gan to run. Nations may rise, flourish 
and decay, and though their mutations 
may affect others, yet there is a private 
Individual history distinct from a nation
al, and the former will repeat itself, not 
at long intervals, but daily, while muta
bility continues to be the chief character
istic of all things terrestial, that is, until 
years shall cease to be numbered. We 
are reminded by the date, that the 
notched wheel of life has moved 
another space, and though its fur
ther progress be arrested by the lever 
of vitality, it is well worth remembering 
that the lever will not always bear the 
strain, that it will snap sooner or later, 
and that a New Year’s morning shall 
dawn which we shall not see or enjoy. 
The period, if not the age, is favorable 
to a little reflection, and we might put 
an hour to profitable use by inspecting 
the footprints we have made on the 
shores of time, and marking the 
point to which they tend. We might 
compare our moral and worldly condition 
with that of twelve months ago, ascer
tain whether our reasonings and our ac
tions had been correct and proper, rectify 
errors if they existed, or pursue our jour
ney in the path of right if they did not. 
We might ask ourselves if we had, as 
far as human frailty permitted, perform
ed every enjoined duty, and then, as the 
old year was rung out and the new 
rung in, we might take a new start with 
still better purposes, and adopt, with the 
firm intention of abiding by. the grand 
and noble motto “ Excelsior.” We 
would not lightly attempt to mar the 
pleasures which are supposed to be the 
usual attendants upon the New Year, 
but we would desire to check exuberance 
of spirits, to warn against excess by' 
bringing to recollection that while 
the birth of one year may give proper 
occasion for rejoicing, there is a modify- 
ing solemnity in the fact that another 
has expired, since at twelve o'clock on 
the night of every 31st of December, 
there is a sound of the knell that marks 
our more or less rapid, though in every 
case sure, progress towards the house 
appointed for all living.

Having said so much we now purpose 
giving a brief rehearsal of some of the 
principal events which have occurred dur
ing the year 1868 on the civilized portions 
of the globe. Beginning at home we have 
but little of importance to record besides 
the violent death of an illustrious states
man. Our Parliaments have been legis
lating, but they have accomplished noth
ing very remarkable, and though negoti
ations have been on foot for the annexa 
tion of the North-west, they have, as yet, 
produced no definite results. The harvest 
returns were moderate, though far below 
what was anticipated from the benignant 
smile of a delightful spring. There is lit
tle necessity Wr recalling to recollection 
the terrible “ heated term, ’ which we suf
fered in common with many other parts 
of the world, and which, in its fierceness, 
withered the hopes of the husbandman.

Our neighbours across the line have had 
an exciting year. In the early part of it 
an attempt was made to remove President 
Johnsjn by impeachment, but the effort 
failed and he retained the office by one 
vote. The war with the Indians has been 
raging fiercely, and Ku-Klux Klans have 
been committing unprecedented cruelties 
in the South ; hut the Republicans have 
won the Presidental contest, Grant and 
Colfax are elected, and under their ad
ministration the country hopes for order, 
and for a cessation of the political and 
social turmoils which have for some years 
disturbed the national economy and re
tarded all progress. Their claims for the 
depredations of the Alabama are not yet 
settled, though negotiations are in such 
a forward state that all that is required 
for an adjustment of the difficulty is the 
preservation of the amicable spirit which 
characterized the intercourse of Lord 
Stanley and the American Minister. Lit
tle or nothing has been heard from 
Mexico lately. Having butchered Max
imilian last year, the inhabitants set to 
work to butcher one another, and whe
ther there are any of them yet remaining 
is a matter of indifference to every nation 
but the States. Cuba has had, and still 
has her insurrection, the result of which 
is yet concealed by the veil of the future. 
The war in South America still continues, 
though the Paraguayans are losing 
ground day bj| day, and only resist out 
of pure obstinaCjTfor even the daring and 
sanguinary Lopez can have but little 
hopes of' ultimate success when he is 
menaced front and rear by forces many 
times more numerous than his own, and 
better equipped for war. He has also 
drawn down upon himself lately the ire

of the American Republic by putting to 
death two of the members of their lega
tion. Some of their ships are looking 
after him, so that if Paraguay be not 
possessed of inexhaustible vitality she 
must soon be crushed beneath the power 
of her numerous foes. Fearful earth
quakes have also visited some portions of 
this continent, laying cities in ruins, and 
causing the loss of hundreds of lives.

Europe has been comparatively quiet. 
Early in the year the bill for the re-or
ganization of the French army passed 
the Corps Legislatif, and when Napoleon 
had obtained over two millions of an 
army, when he had provided himself 
with countless Chasse pots, and when his 
huge magazines were abundantly sup 
plied, then he proclaimed the empire was 
peace. Nothing very remarkable has oc
curred in Prussia. Proud and stately in 
her strength and fearing no enemy, she 
has neither given nor received an insult. 
Austria, as usual, has profited by her ex
perience. The most conservative of all 
countries, she has at last corns to under
stand that a too rigid adherence to old 
theories and old precedents will not an 
swer at the present time. She has set 
herself to work in earnest to improve, 
and she is improving. She has granted 
important concessions to Hungary, and 
she has abolished the Concordat, made 
marriage a civil institution, and defied 
the authority of him who sways the scep
tre in the City of the Sevan Hills. What 
country has done more, o¥ done it better 
during the past year than Austria ? Italy, 
mirdbile dictu, for some cause has been at 
peace, but there is at present some talk 
of her old agitator being again at work. 
Switzerland, that nest in the Alps, has 
been the scene of a Peace Conference ; 
not of much moment to the world. 
The people of Spain, long crushed 
by tyranny have demonstrated that 
there is an end to human endurance. 
In.a brief space of time they drove the 
last Bourbon disgrace from the throne of 
their country, and effected changes which 
a month before few, if any, of the present 
generation had ever thought to witness. 
Fears were entertained that they 
would abuse the liberties of which they 
had so long been deprived, but it is to be 
hoped that better counsels will prevail, 
that order will be established under a sta
ble form of government andSpain allowed 
an opportunity to emerge from her long 
night of darkness. With the exception of 
the advance into Bockara,Russia has been 
quiet. She has still been faithful to her 
work of dc-nationalizing Poland, and still 
keeps an eye on Turkey. The Cretan 
forces have been driven from the field by 
overpowering force, and the insurrection 
in the island consists at present of little 
more than a few guerilla bauds. Never
theless the last of it threatens to be worse 
than the first for the irascible Greeks have 
embroiled themselves, and even the good 
offices of the great powers may be insuffi
cient to prevent a collision between Greece 
and Turkey.

The events connected with Great Bri
tain have been rather interesting. Early 
in the year that monster, Fenianism, ex
hibited its ugly figure, and received less 
punishment than it deserved. The arro
gant tyrant, Theodorus, witnessed a de
monstration of British military power 
when a handful of British soldiers, 
marched steadily on through his almost 
impassable country, rescued the prison
ers who had so long worn his fetters, 
laid his capital, such as it was, in ashes, 
and departed, while he himself was 
stretched a corpse—a suicide. Disraeli’s 
ministry unable to withstand the pres
sure exerted by the Liberals appealed to 
the country, the test being the Irish 
Church question. The result is on record, 
and a Liberal majority of 100 clearly 
showed the First Lord of the Treasury 
that it was his policy, or perhaps his 
duty, to resign. Mr. Gladstone has form
ed a new and an able administration 
which will no doubt grant much needed 
reforms.

It may almost bo said that the year 
closes its dying eyes on a world at peace, 
for besides the South America^ squabble 
and the threatened disturbance in the 
East all else is quietness. Long may 
such a state of things continue, and 
then nations, like acquaintances, may 
consistently wish each other a happy 
new year. We, readers of the MekCUIIY, 
shall now do so to you, and hope that, 
whatever your joys have been during the 
last twelve months, they may be aug
mented, whatever your griefs that they 
may be diminished during 1869, and 
that during its course you may find many 
delightful oases even in this vale of tears.

Ouu New Story.—In order to give in 
tending subscribers time to send in their 
names, the first instalment ot our new 
tale “ Jeannie Sinclair” will not appear 
in the Weekly Mercury till January 
the 14th. ît will be commenced in the 
Daily on Saturday, the 2nd January.

On Christmas a drunken row occurre 1 
in St. Mary's, when a man named Me- 
Quirk had his skull smashed in, with a 
pair of tongs, bj one Clyde. The latter 
and some others have been arrested. 
There are no hopes of McQuirkV recov-

A blacksmith in Wyoming Valley, 
whose name is unknown, was the first 
man who used the anthracite coal of 
Pennsylvania, as fuel. This was in 1708. 
A century later, in 1808, Judge Fell of 
Wilkesbarre, used it in a grate for heat
ing his family mansion. In the year 
1820 the production in all Pennsylvania 
did not exceed 365 tuns—one tun for 
each day. In 1866 the annual produc
tion had reached 12,000,000 tuns—34,000 
tuns each day.

Sir Richard Mayne, K. C. B., whose 
whose death was announced by cable, 
was the fourth son of the late Mr. Justice 
Mayne, one of the'judges in the court of 
King’s Bench, Ireland. He was appoint
ed Commissioner i of the Metropolitan 
police in 1829, and for his services in that 
capacity was created a C. B. in 1847, and 
a K. C. B., civil division, in 1851. Since 
that period he has been the chief officer 
of the Metropolitan Police, and the great 
efficiency of the force is due to his excel
lent discipline.

A Romance in Parochial Life.— 
About eleven years ago, as was stated the 
other day at the Govan Parochial Board, 
an old Highland woman became charge
able on that parish. A son of the old 
woman had left for America seventeen 
years ago, and owing to the miscarriage 
of letters, son and mother believed each 
other dead. The son, however,came home 
again the other day to have another look 
at Scotland, and, after many inquiries,he 
found his old mother alive, a pauper, in 
her 84th year. He called immediately at 
the poorhouse to repay the advances 
which had been made to her, amounting 
in" all to £74 odds. A circumstance like 
that is very rare in the management of 

1 parochial affairs.

PRICE ONE PENNY

BY TELEGRAPH
PER ATLANTIC CABLE.

Despatches to the Evening Mercury.

London, Dec. 30—The Right Hon. Stafford 
H. Northcote succeeds the Earl of Kimberly 
as Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
The following despatch from Constantinople 
dated yesterday, comprises the latest new*
Sn the subject of the Eastern Question:-— 

real preparations are being made in the 
arsenils on account of the threatened war 
with Greece. The new House of Commons 
met yesterday for preliminary business only. 
The ministers who were re-elected took the 
oath of office. Writs were issued for elec
tions to fill vacant seats, after which the 
House adjourned until the 16th of February. 
It is the general impression that the Conser
vatives will be successful in the elections for 
members of Parliament to fill vacancies.

Madrid, Dec. 80.—The Government will 
despatch 10,000 soldiers from Cadiz for Cuba 
ana Porto Rico during the month of January.

Vienna, Dec. 80—The Presse of the city 
says that the Greek Government is ready to 
comply with the recent demands made by 
Turkey and supported by the Great Powers 
of Europe.

In reply to Mr. Bennett’s acceptance of 
the the grand ocean yacht race challenge 
sent by Mr. Ashbury, the latter gentle
man objects to the first clause in the con
ditions, respecting the tonnage, the 
Dauntless being 99 per cent, larger than 
the Cambria. In declining Mr. Bennett's 
offer, however, he hopes that he shall 
have the pleasure of meeting the Daunt
less at the principal races that will come 
off in the English and French waters 
during the ensuing summer. In case no 
other American gentleman should accept 
the challenge for the great ocean race, 
Mr. Ashbury still intends to cross the 
Atlantic and join in the competition for 
the Queers cup in American waters. In 
reference to Mr. Bennett’s proposed course 
from Cowes to New York, the London 
Post, yesterday, argues that a race to 
the Azores and back would be decidedly 
preferable as a fair test of the respective 
qualities of the vessels.

American Despatches
New York, 31st.-By way of St. Thom

as, Dec. 19, we learn that affairs remain 
quiet at Venezuela.

Advices from Mexico state a grand de
monstration in favor of the independence 
of Cuba took place on the 5th inst, and 
its annexation to Mexico was favored.

The Tribune special says : “The Chi
lian government has officially signified 
its acceptance of the proposition made byy* 
our government for a peace conference 
with Peru and Bolivia.

GRAVEL ROADS IN WATERLOO.
We clip the following from the Galt 

Reformer : Considerable interest is now 
manifested in the making of gravel 
roads, and a project for a main leading 
line from Listowel to Waterloo is freely 
discussed—a party advocate? the building 
of the road from Listowel to Dorking, in 
the expectation that the county of Perth 
will take this road by a continuation of 
the Stratford and Millbank road, and that 
the people of Glenallen will also connect 
with it. by making the road from Dork
ing on the Mary boro* line, to the Glen
allen and Elmira road, If miles. This 
will give the farmers the choice of the 
road to Millbank and Stratford, or to El
mira and Guelph, according as the mar
ket rates of either place may hold out 
strongest inducements. Another party 
urge the continuance of the road from 
Dorking, on the boundary line east be
tween Peel and Wellesley, to the western 
boundary of Woolwich ; whereas it is 
hoped the people of Waterloo and St. 
Jacobs will meet the road, and also the 
people of Elmira make the connection 
with the Elmira and Gleuallen roads— 
lf'miles—giving again the farmers on 
this long line of road, the choice of El
mira and Guelph markets, or St. Jacobs, 
Waterloo, Berlin, Doon, Preston, Hespe- 
ler, and Galt. A meeting was held at 
Wallenstaine one night in the beginning 
of last week, at which parties from Wa
terloo, St. Jacobs. Hawksviile, and the 
farmers along the line attended. A 
strong feeling was mani'eetedjn favour 
of such roads, and a committee of re
spectable, wealthy men appointed to
canvass the landholders on the routes._
On Saturday night. 26th Dec., a very 
large and influential meeting was held 
at Hawksviile, and alter a full discussion 
a motion was passed declaring that such 
a main road from Waterloo to Listowel 
was very desirable. Another motion was 
made declaring that the roads should 
pass from Waterloo to Heidelberg,thence 
to the townline towards Listowel. A mo
tion in amendment to substitute the word 
St. Jacobs for Heidelberg was carried.— 
A committee of influential gentlemen 
was appointted to canvasf- the people and 
agitate the question by asking voluntary 
contributions, the consent of the people 
on the line to he taxed for a definite sum 
per mile,for subscriptions from Waterloo, 
Berlin and Galt, and for a free grant 
from the County Council.

Billiards.—The great billiard match 
for $1000 a side between Foster and Dion 
took plane at New York, on Monday 
night. The game was French.carome, 
300 points up, and was won by Foster, 
he making 300 to Dion’s 296.

The Montreal Telegraph Co.— 
The Montreal Telegraph Company has 
declared a dividend of 5 per cent on the 
half-year. The profits would warrant » 
much greater dividend, but it is not de
sirable that the public should know how 
great the Company’s profits are.

William Thom, “The Bard of Inver
urie,” author of “The Mitherless Bairn,’* 
was a native of Dundee. His bones now 
lie mouldering in Dundee Western Ce
metery. His son, “the dark-e’ed Willie” 
of his poetry, who "laid in ” his father’s 
head, died in Mexico, and “Jamie” has 
recently arrived in Dundee in quest of 
employment, and been bitterly disap
pointed. An appeal has been made to 
public charity for him and his wife and 
five bairns.

hi6 person of several thousands < 
turns out to have been" a dodge 
sympathy and influence creditoi 
promise on easy terms. The n 
ened his own eye and scratched 
tearing his vest and shirt h 
bursting his own satchel, and 
ported that he had been knot 
and robbed of seven $1,000 
eight $100 ones, subset 
his loss at $6,000 and $7,


