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"No,' she answered, “it is na."
The woman heaved a sigh of relief.
“I thowt it wur na,’' she said. “I 
frd th’ Maxoys as I did na uelieve it 

when tliey browt th' tale to me. They’re 
powerful fond o’ tale-bearin,’ that Max- 
ey lot.”

Joan stoppod in her play with the 
'child.
, “They duunut understand,” she said,” 
“that’s aw._ I ha’ learned to think dif­
ferent, an' believe i' things as I did na 
used to believe in. Happen that’s what 
they mesan by talkin’ o' th’ Methodya"

People learned no more of the matter’ 
than this. They felt that in some way 
Joan Lowrie had separated herself from 
their ranks, but they found it trouble­
some to work their way to any more de. 
finite conclusion.

“Hast heard about that lass o’Low- 
rie’s 1” they said to one another, ‘ "hoo’s 
taken a new turn sin’ Lowrie deed; hoo 
alius wur a queer-loike, high-handed 
wench. ”

After Lowrie s death, Anice Barliolm 
and Joan were oftener together than 
ever. What had at first been friendship 
hail gradually become affection.

“I think,” Anice said to Grace, “that 
Joan must go away from here and find 
a new life.”

“That is the only way," he answered,
“In this old one rb ..*■. Vo i,een noth­

ing hot . . .............., oitterness
and pain.”

Fergus Derrick was sitting at the table 
turning over a book of engravings. He 
looked up sharply.

“Where can you find a new life for 
her ?" he asked. “And how can you 
help her to it ! One dare not offer her 
even a semblance of assistance.”

They had not spoken to him,' but he 
had heard, as lie always heard, every

‘fiery’ one, as they call it, and yet day
after day goea by, and no precautions 
are taken. There are poor fellows work­
ing under me whose existence means 
bread to helpless women and children.
I hold their lives in trust, and if I am 
not allowed to place one frail barrier be­
tween them and sudden death, I will 
lead them into peril no longer—1 will 
resign my position. At least, I can do 
that."

The men under him worked with a 
dull, heavy daring, born of long use and 
a knowledge of their own helplessness 
against their fate. There was not one 
among then- who did not know that in 
going down the shaft to liis labour, he 
might be leaving the light of day be­
hind him for ever. But Seeing the blue 
sky vanish from sight thus during six 
days of fifty-two weeks in the year en­
gendered a kind of hard indifference. 
Explosions had occurred, and might oc­
cur again ; dead men had been carried 
up to be stretched on the green earth— 
men crushed out of all semblance to hu­
manity. Some of themselves bore the 
marks of terrible maiming; but it was 
an old story, and they had learned to 
face the same hazard recklessly.

With Fergus Derrick, however, it was 
a different matter. It was he who must 
lead these men into new fields of danger.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
A COMPACT.

The last time came, before many days, 
when the tie that bound Joan Lowrie to 
her present life was broken. The little 
one, who from the first had clung to ex­
istence with a frail hold, at last loosened 
its weak grasp. It had been ill for sev­
eral days SO iil that Joan hud remained 
at home to nurse it—and one night, sit­
ting with it upon her ki.oe in her ac­
customed place she saw a change upon 
the small face.

It bad been moaning continuously,and 
suddenly the plaintive sound ceased. 
Joan bent over it. She had been 
ing the tiny hand as she always did, an d 
at this moment the short fingers closed 
upon one of her own quietly. She was 
quite alone, and for an instant there was 
a deep silence. After her first glance at

got up almost immediately after and be­
gan to pace the room, as was his habit.

“Next week th- crisis will come *t 
the mines," be said. “I wonder how it 
will end for me ?”

“Yon are still determined V said 
Anice,

**fres, I am still determined. I wish 
it were over. Perhaps there will be a 
Fate in it,”—his voice lowering itself as 
he added this last sentence.

“A Fate ?” said Anice.
“I am growing superstitious and full 

of fancies,” he said. “I do not trust to 
myself, as I once did. I should like 
Fate to bear the responsibility of my 
leaving Riggan or remaining in it.”

“And if you leave it ?” asked Anice.
For an instant he paused in his walk 

with an uncertain air. But he shook 
this uncertain air. But he shook this 
uncertainty off with a visible effort, the 
next moment.

“If I leave it, I do not think I shall 
return, and Fate will have settled ques­
tion for me. ”

1 Don't leave it to Fate,” said Anice 
in a low tone. “Settle it for yourself. 
It does not—it is not—it looks----- ”

“It looks cowardly,” he interrupted 
her. “So it does, and so it is. God 
knows I never felt myself so great a cow­
ard before !”

He liad pause 1 again. This time he 
stood before her. Tile girl’s grave, de­
licate face turned to meet his glance, 
ami seeing it, a thought seemed to strike 
him.

“Anice,” he said, the dark flush rising 
afresh, “I promised you that if the time 
should ever come when 1 needed help

which moves me, it is a familiarity with 
stem realities.”
■ When he -left the room.hia late had 
been decided. At the end of the week 
he would haye no further occupation in 
Riggan. He had only two more days’ 
work before him and he had gained the 
unenviable reputation of being a fire- 
and-tow young fellow, who was flighty 
enough to make a martyr of himself.

Under the first street-lamp lie met 
Grace who was evidently making his 
way home.

*1 will go with you,” he said, taking 
his arm.

Once within the walls of the pleaapts 
little room, he found it easy to unbosom 
himself. Hu described his interview 
with his employers, and its termina­
tion. '

“A.feW months ago, I flattered myself 
that my prospecta, were improving,” he 
said; “but now it seems that I must be­
gin again, which is not an easy matter, 
by the way. ”

By the time he ended, he found his 
temporary excitement abating somewhat, 
but still Ills mood was by no means un- 
disturned.

It was after they had had finished tea 
'and file arm-chairs had been drawn to 
th entire that Grace himself made a reve­
lation.

“When you met me to-night, I was 
returning from a visit I had paid to Joan 
Lowrie.”

“At Thwaite’s ?” said Derrick.
“At Th waite’s. She—the fact is I 

went on business—she has determined 
to change her plan of life.”

“In what manner ?”
“She is to work no more at the mines.

nected with Juan. Now and then she 
had puzzled and startled him, but here, 
possibly, might be a solution of the mys­
tery. • *

“And .loan Lowrie herself ?” he ask* 
ed, quvstioningly.

“Joan Lowrie herself,” said Derrick, 
“is no nearer to me to-day than she was

wj'imr agii ”
“Are you ”—hesitatingly—“are you' 

quite sure of that ?”
The words had escaped iiis lips in 

spite of himself.
[to be CONTINUED.]

25iigyanl*ü Frvlort:! Balaam.
Cures coughs, colds, asthma, croup 
whooping cough, so tv throat, bronchitis 
and all lung complaints that lead to con­
sumption. Price 120 cents.

that it-was possible you might give, 1 
should not bo afraid to a.-k you for it. I I <“» happy to say what I have been able 
am coming to you for help. Not now j to find her other employment.’ 
some dtiy not far distant. That is why 1 There was an interval of silence, at
remind y«>u of the compact.”

“I did not need reminding,” she said 
to him.

‘ T might have known that,” lie ans­
wered,—“I think I did know it. Hut 

hold- ! lls make the compact over again.”
She held out her hand to him, and he 

took it eagerly.

thing connected with Joan Lowrie. 
was always restless and eager where she 
was concerned. All intercourse between 
them seemed to. be at an end. Without 
appearing to make any effort to do so, 
she kept out of his path. Try as he 
might, he could not reach her. At last 
it had come to this: ho was no longer 
dallying-upon the brink of a great and 
dangerous passion, it 1m l overwhelmed 
him.

“One cannot even approach her,” lie 
said again.

Ai:ici regarde i him with " a shade of 
pity in her face.

“The lime it c m 
be so," idle said.

The,: light be fort 
spent an hour with h 
in on l^er way from her 
going to Th waite’s. m l had knelt 
upon rlie licartli-i 1:4 t< warm h

jje the tiny creature, she broke this silence
herself.

“Little lass,” she said in a whisper, 
“what ails thee ? Is thy pain o’er f’*

As she looked again at the baby face 
upturned, as if in silent answer,the truth 
broke upon her.

Folding her arms around the little 
form, she laid lier head upon its breast, 
and wept aloud—wept as she had never 
wept before. Then she laid the child 
upon a pillow, and covered its face. 
Liz’s last word returned to her with a 
double force. It had not lived to forget 
or blame her. Where was Liz to-night, | t]v

length broken by Derrick.
“Grace,” he said, “can you tell me 

why she decided upon such a course ?”
Grace looked at him with questioning 

surprise.
“I can tell you what she said to me on 

the subject,” he replied. “She said it 
was no woman's work, and she was tired 
of it.’

“She is not the woman to do anything 
without a motive,” mused Derrick.

“No,” returned the curate.
A moment later, as if by one impulse, 

their eyes met. Grace started as if he 
had been stung. Derrick simply tlush- 

| ed.
boldly, and condemn their course openly ' “What is it ?” lie asked,
was an extraordinary event; that a , “J I do not think 1 understand,”
young man in the outset of his career | Grace faltered. “Surely I am blunder- 
should dare so much was unprecedented, j

‘Nay,” said Derrick gloomily. “You

CHAPTER XXXIV.
TH3 KNUINEER RESluXS.

The owners of the Riggan collieries 
held their meeting. That a person in 
their employ should differ from them

iii4 when u will not

.T

at. this hour, when her child was safe
The next morning, on her way down He bn-u lit lis

, 1 i stairs to the breakfast-room, Anice Dur- 1.,, 1 *’1 i„.f,wrie had1 J,n 1 1 !!1 IK!uItJ

It would be a ruinous thing, they said 
among themselves, t• *r so young a mail 
to lose S" important a position on the 
very threshold of his professional life, 
and they were convinced that his know- 
" dge <-f this would restrain him. Hut 

were astounded to find that it did
no*.

n I
She lie! ionic 

work, before 
wn 
•If.

do

There had been 110 light in the room but 
that of tin- lire, a x its'-4low, falling upon 
her face, .had revealed to Anice some­
thing like ha-_:nvdiics8.

“Joan,” die slid, “are you ill 
Joan stirred a iittle uneasily, biff did 

n«*t look at her die answered
“Nay, I am t [ liivva war id i’ 

my life.”
............ saidjAui g '%\\hat —wh.it is it

holm was 1 îet by a servant.
“The young woman from the mines 

votild like to see you. Miss.” said the 
rirl.

plans for the 1 
gv rous a wan l
iati'-iVi.f the «■ 
.tbojiry 1

with him 
in. They 
•<f ol<l an-' 
for the ai ni

Anice found Joan awaiting lier be- I lives.and 
low. I «e- •. y v

“Ï ha’ come to tvi 
“that th little un d 
Theer wur 110 one I e<

sc in^Jiithat 1 
There w 

the finely 11 
“In tir

J ii 1 looked • 
not bitter, m-t 
; gn m t her own

f: 0?’

a*one wi 11 1 tu room 
then I left it to come here."

Anice and Th wait vs wife r 
home with her. What little th 
to be done, they remained to du 

,d

. the said, 
at midnect. 
:a" in. I -sit 
th’ licet, ;.;i

•nlxi.y tremor - of 
tin go chin.
Joan answered, 
n I fell upon her

condition or the men who 
the hourly risk' of their 

tendering this lalnutr easier, 
’by. there were plans for a 1. aw 

system o; ventilation—proposing the 
-substitution of fans for the long-used 
furnace. One «»r two , of the y dinger 
men leaned toward their adoption. Hut 
the men with the greatest intbtcuv•• v.vfe 
Oider and less prone to the un■■ .ura ju­
ment of novelty.

It’s all i:i»nseiîs'v7"" said one. “Fur- 
en used ever sine • the 

mines were opened, and ns to the rest—

cannot blunder since you know the 
truth. Voit did not fancy that my feel­
ing was so trivial that I could have con- 
• jUvrvvl it so soon ] Joan Lowrie------”

“Joan L’-wrie !"
< I race’s voice had broken in itj* >11 him 

v. ith"n ; 'artle t sound.
The two men regarded each other in 

mutual bewilderment. Thoii again Der­

rick was the first to speak.
“Grace," he said,.4‘you have misun-

dersto..J me."

Travelling «aide.

GRAND THUNK.

EAST.
_______ Bmwi, Exp’*: Mix!d. Mix’d.

Uodericii.Lv 7.80am.. 12.05pm.. S.ïôpm.. û.üvam 
Seaforth . .. 7.50“ .. 1.10 “ ..4.45 “ .10.50“ 
Stratford.Ar8.45am.. 2.15pm..6.30pm.. 1.00“

WEST.
Pass. Exp’s. Mix’d. Mix’d. 

Stratford.Lv 1.20am..7.50pm.. 7.00am..3.45pm
Seaforth........2.17 “ 8.55 “ .. 9.15 “ 5.40 4
Goderich.Ar 3.15pm. .9.50pm.. 11.00am.. 7.15pm 

GREAT WESTERN.
s*.-.- Exp’s. Mail. Exp’s.
Clinton going nort ii.. .o.sdam... 5.23pm - 

“ going south.. .3.54pm.. .8.02am.. 7.14 “
STAGE LINKS.

Lucknow Stage (daily) arr. 10.15am .. dep 4pm 
Kincardine “ “ “ 100am.. “ 7am
Benmiller “ (Wednesday and

Saturday) arrives 9.00am.. 9.1

SEEGMILLEB

Chilled Plow
—AND—

AGRICULTUib'L. WORKS.

Having purchased tlie Goderich Foundry, I 
am fitting the premises tor the manufacture 
of CHILLED PLOWS and AGRICULTURAL 
IMPLEMENTS on a large scale. Mill Work, 
General Repairing and Jobbing will bo con­
tinued. All work guaranteed.

Mr. D. Runciman is the only man authorised 
to collect payments and give receipts on be­
half of the late Ann of Runciman <t> Co., and 
all persons indebted are requested to govern 
themselves accordingly.

S. SEEGMILtER, 
Proprietor.

CDIÉÜEDÏ
RHEUMATISM,
Neuralgia, Sciatica, Lu vbago, 

Backache, Soreness oi the Chest, 
Gout, Quinsy, Sore Throat, Swell­

ings and Sprains, Burns and 
Scalds, General BodHy 

Paint,
Tooth, Ear and Headache, Frosted 

Feet and Ears, and all other 
Pains and Aches.

No Prepuntlon on «rth eqnnl» St. Oil
u s «a/ir, sure, simple and cheap External 
Remedy. A trial entai la but the comparatively 
trifling outlay of 60 Ceata, and every one eufferv 
ing with pain can have cheap and positive proof 
of ite claims.

Directions in Eleven Languages.
BOLD BY ALL DKUÛOI8T8 AZTO DEALERS 

IN MEDICINE.
Â.VOGELER & CO..

Baltlmort, Sid., U. 8. Â.

PERCHERON HORSES
LAROL6T•

ARRIVALS.
CATST2STEID

CORN BEEF,
LUNCH TONGUE,

ENGLISH BRAWN

POTTED
TONGUE,

BEEF.
HAM

CHICKEN.

Importing and Bree
Era&ussmr

<-> i

—1:< :m —
y oiu,:

FRESH
SALMON AND LOBS fLR.

A FINE ASSORTMENT
OF

Christie Brown & Co’s
BISCUITS and 

CAKES,
TEAS,

SUGARS an

r^-ure Spices. 
TRY THEM. 

Ohas. A. Nairn.

ALL THE NEWS FOR A CENT.
THE

have prayed, 
phcj ft if me i’

'•■•’! -> . ;tb,2vast in ti

* :ff lier no.1, defiant:
. y! bn >!y i.i appeal j 

tir.
■ -th ; ’ace fur me r 

• :"o this way wi'
1 rvuh no higher, 
umv as I will—fur I 
ua t huer a woman's 

w.d<l

-•tUVilVii 

■re was 
15 tit

this was scarcely more than to watch naocher until the prett-y baa by face was hid­
den away from hunion siglc.

Wh.en all was over, Joan became rest­
less. The presence of the child had sav­
ed her from utter desolation, fTlid m-w
that it was gone, the emptiness of the 
i i'll i , , i i l ï plaint,” remarked Derrick,house chilled her. At tlie last, when 1 1 ’

Grace answered him with a visible 
tremor.

“I:.e raid. 1 'it was to your love for 
Joan Lowrie you referred when you 
spoke.to me of your trouble some months 
;’.’4". f /•■"' ' iiiistmdersto.nlyou. If lie 
obstacles you meant were the obstacles | 

would liad in the path of ..such a j 
love, I have-misunderstood y< u. I:" y.m | 
di 1 not mean that your heart had been I 
stirred by a feeling yb.nvgenemus friend-*

y*-? wr.vvxK'4JU;4l
it. w. nmmrn
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unjust to 
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i: arises, I suppose, from the c< 
of the men. i'liey til ways v. il!

- they always did."
“So far they haw had reavui

id .

will

/vs,” said Anice. “1 an sure theer

“] \ e thowt as theer jiiun be some- 
wlieer. Sometimes l’w f.-l; sure as 
theer mun be somewliwi. Sometimes 
I’ve felt sure as their mun be, an’ 
then . ain l\o been be « re that I
ha’ almost gi cn it up. If tliv- r is sucli 
a place fur mo, l mun fin 1 ;• ! mun !”

“You will find it,” .-aid , “some
day, surely. ”

All! • thought < . all thi a when 
she ulan • d at : > rrivk. ! • : : k was 
more i usually disturb i day. 
lie had for ..te time been x. , his’I
way to yo inq,"riant decision, fi„ ■giit 1
with .ionic rnnoyancc and ai-v to!
himself. There was t" be a In of
the owners.in a few. wo ks, ill-'. -:>id
meeting Ii ; hr. ' ' . ten lined t
lirm still;'’,.

‘■Tiic ’o lger ï v m ih •’>’ . ; t '
position, the inore i :::. COJ. «.I
Tit the danger constant! \ tliVci ten,’.. . • ;
he said to Anice. “1 il Vf 1:
the present system : fill)' 8 h V e j
cause of more explosions than are g.
ally attributed to it 1 1C 111) ie ..0K

her com pan i< ms were about to leave lit 
she broke down.

“I conna bear it,” she said. “I
go wi yo .”

Thwaite’s wife had proposed before 
that she should make her home with 
them; and now, when Mrs. Thwaite re­
turned to Riggan, Joan accompanied 
lier, and the cottage was locked upA

This alteration changed greatly the 
routine of her life. There were chil­
dren in the Th waite household —half a 
dozen of them—who, having overcome 
there first awe of her,»had learned before 
the bady died to be fond of Joan. Her 
handsome face attracted them when 
they ceased to fear, its novelty, and the 
hard-worked mother said to her neigh­
bors—

“She’s getten a way wi’ childer, some­
how,- that lass o’ Lowrie’s. Yo’d won­
der if yo’ could see her wi’ ’em. She’s 
mony a bit o’ help to me.”

But as time progressed, Anice Bar- 
holm noted the constant presence of that 
worn look uiion her face. Instead of 
diminishing, it grew and deepened. 
Even Derrick who met lier so rarely, 
saw it when lie passed her in the street.

“She is not ill, is she/” lie asked, 
Anice once, abruptly.

Anice shook her, head.
“No, she is not ill.”
1 'Then she lias sumo trouble that n

say, there have been‘furnaces ever since 
there have been mines, an there have ! 
also been explosions, which may in many i 
cases be attributed to them. There was !

“‘aTv dear .fellow Derrick exclaim­
ed, With some emotion, 4*my dear fel­
low, do y-ai mean to tell me that you 
imagined 1 referred to Miss Barliolm ?”

“T was sure of it,.'-was Grace's agitat­
ed reply. *;As I said before, I have 
misunderstood you miserably. ” •

“And yet you had i>o word of blame 
for meI an explosion at Brownton a month ago

! which was to some extent a my.-tviy. but ; ‘ ^ ^i:v^ n" * i''hi to blame you. T had
| there were old miners who understood it i not ^"st w^1:i: ^ believed you won. It had 
j well enough. The return air, loaded 'never been mine. Ft was a mistake,”
! with gas, had ignited at the furnace, and j *ie a(ided, endeavoring to steady himself, 
the result was that forty dead and j “fhit den t mind me, Derrick. Let us 
wounded men were, carried uy the shaft, , try to set it right ; only I ai;i afraid you 
to be recognized, when they were recog­
nisable, by mothers, and wives, and 
children, who depended upon them for 
their scant food.”

Derrick argued his cause well and with
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will have t" begin again.
Derrick drew a heavy breath! He 

took up a paper-knife from the (able, of1’mvPunüi!lVi'11 I1,1.11is 
and began to bend it in his hands. ; Ppems. and c-.-!:ivs arc by

. ... .. . ,, , ! Europe and America: i's enjrravings possess
les, he said, “we shall have to be- Uu* highest jet >ti. « m « !l. i, ami mall mat-
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rare combination 
n. Its stories, 
best writers of

lai’per’s
spirit, keeping a tight rein upon himself; 
but when, having exhausted his argu­
ments, he found that he had not, ad­
vanced his cause, and that it was a 
settled matter that he should not, lie 
took lire.
. “Then, gentlemen,*’ lie said, “1 have
hut one resource. I will hold im human . the possibility <*f loving and marrying - 

ï life lightly in my hands. I have the ‘ if she can bo won such a woman as 
: honour to tender you my resignation. " Joan Lowrie ?”

There was a dead silence for a mnment “You arc putting me in a difficult po­
or so. Tliey had certainly not expected ! sinon, "Rani answered. “If he would' 
such a result as this. A well-disposed dare so mtich, he would be the man to 
young man. who sat near to Derrick, dare £«« decide for himself.

gin again. And it is told in a few 
words,” he said wffh a deliberateness 
almost painful it its suggestion of an in­
tense effort at self-control. “Grace, 
what would you think of a man who 
found himself setting reason at défiai ce, 
and in spite of all obstacles confronting
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lit,/
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Derrick tossvu the paper-knife aside.
“And y.iu know that T am tho person 

in piestion. I have so do tied the world,
, i a spite <>î myseff at first, ! must confess. 
I have confronted the possibility of lov­
ing Joan LowrieNmtil T d - lovelier, So 
there the case stands.”
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