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would have a very bad effect on the
country. Conditions In the 
'referred to were lax enough already 
and he thought it would be most un­
wise to give any encouragement to 
make them worse.

Mr. Sweeney was in favor of rea­
sonable restrictions being put upon 
the facilities for obtaining a marriage 
license and he thought that the re­

try. He had no sympathy with mak­
ing it too easy for young people to 
get married as experience showed 
that half the troubles which were air­
ed in the country and particularly in 
the courts, arise from hasty ill-con­
sidered marriages.

Hon. Mr. Baxter said there were 
two reasons why publication of in 
tention to get married were neces­
sary, one was to prevent young peo­
ple under age getting married with­
out their parents’ 'Consent, and the 
other was to prevent bigamy. Per­
sonally he would prefer to withdraw 
the amendment, but if it was the gov­
ernment’s policy to let it remain, he 
would not oppose It.

Ultimately progress was reported 
in order that some of these points 
might be discussed by the legal 
members.

June 6th *
The House met at 3 o’clock. Mr. 

Potts moved the following:
Resolution Supporting Conscription 
Whereas, the honor of Canada im­

peratively demands that our forces 
now on active service in France and 
Plunders shall be maintained at the 
limit of Canada's fighting strength.

And whereas Canada has promised 
500,000 men as her contribution to the 
Empire and this number has not yet 
been secured.

Therefore resolved that this legis­
lative assembly of the province 
New Brunswick place Itself on record 
as approving of the policy of securing 
men for Canada’s fighting forces by 
selective draft at once.

And further, resolved that this leg­
islative assembly of tho province of 
New Brunswick place Itself on record 
as approving as extreme war measur­
es as may be deemed necessary for 
the control of food supplies and pric­
es and such measures of taxation as 
may be deemed to be In the best in­
terest of Canada for the prosecution 
of this great war. and*

Further, resolved that copies of 
this resolution be forwarded at once
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volve Ok selective co—wiptiqe of 
the mn power of Canada; and far­
ther resolved, ^hat copies of this re- 

fOTwarded to the Bight 
Hon. Sir Robert Borden, and to "the 
Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

After being debated vigorously the 
decision was postponed.

Marriage Act Amended «
The House went into committee 

and agreed to the bill to consolidate
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the marriage of a person under 18 
and also an amendment making 
children born before the marriage of 
their parents legitimate for all In­
tents and purposes from the time of 
their birth.

June 7th 
The Budget

The House met at 3 p. m
Hon. R. Murray being ill, Hon. Mr. 

Robinson submitted the Budget, 
stating that N. B had capital and 
current debt on March 31st last of 
$17,102,$50. The debt in 1908 was 
$6,834,533. In 1916, exclusive of the 
Valley Railway bonds, the debt was 
$9,109,059, an Increase of $3,274,6,25 
In the eight years.

Besides this, Mr. Robinson said that 
the sum required to complete Valley 
Railway, Gagetown to Westfield, was 
$1,000,000; required to complete per­
manent bridges, $550,000. Contingent 
liability on bonds guaranteed, $2,013,- 
000—total, $20,665,960.

The estimated cost of the Valley 
Railway from Centreville to Andover 
for which the contract had been let 
was not included in this statement.

Mr. Baxter’s View of the Debt
Taking up the publie debt and an­

alysing it item by item Hon Mr. 
Baxter claimed that every dollar of 
the debt under the late government 
was justified. It went into the mag­
nificent permanent bridges and other 
deserving permanent services. The 
former attorney-general also had no 
difficulty in showing that a vast 
amount of the Increase of three mil­
lions of dollars In the debt under the 
late government was directly attribut 
able to its predecessors, and he in­
stanced particular items.

To the claim that there was 
overexpenditure on current x account 
for 'the eight years under the old 
government to the amount of $703.000 
with which the new government have 
to bond the province, Hon. Mr. Bax­
ter answered that the amount must 
be in one of two places ; either it 
must be part of the bonded debt or 
it must be owing to some^person or 
corporation outside the province. 
“Now unless you can bring forth the 
man or corporation you got to ad­
mit the amount is already In the cap­
ital debt,” said Hon. Mr. Baxter. “It 
is one place or the other. It is sim­
ply sheer nonsense to claim other­
wise, and you can’t poke that sort of 
stuff down a man’s throat when he 
gets It plainly on paper and analyses 
it.”

June 8th
The House met at 3 p. m.
Dr. McGrath gave notice- that on 

Monday next he would move for the 
correspondence which passed be­
tween members of the government 
and others in 1908, respecting the ap­
pointment of commissioners to Inves­
tigate charges In connection with the 
New Brunswick Coal and Railway Co. 
also for correspondence between the 
Premier and other persons relating 
to the report of said commission.

Hon. R. Murray Explains
Hon. Mr. Murray (Northumberland) 

said he regretted that during his ab­
sence a question had been raised in 
regard to his qualifications. He felt 
that he had kept within the law and 
was entitled to a seat in the House. 
For many years under the old act 
he had held the office of refereb in 
equity for Northumberland County. 
In 1906 he was nominated for the 
Legislature but before accepting, had 
conferred with Hoa. Mr. Twcedle, the 
then Premier, In regard to resigning 
his office. Hon. Mr. Tweedle had ex­
pressed the opinion that it was un­
necessary for him to resign, and sub­
sequently that opinion was endorsed 
by Hon. Mr. Pugsley, then Attorney 
General. He (Murray) was elected 
and took his seat in the House and 
no question was raised In .regard to 
his qualification. The law had since 
been changed but he did not think 
it altered the position, as a master 
of the Supreme Court was the same 
as a referee in equity under the old 
act. He had received fees from the 
government therefore he did not 
think that his office was one of emoH 
ument.

Mr. Dysart of Kent said he had 
never accepted the appointment of 
Parish Court Commissioner.

Hon. Mr. Baxter gave notice that 
he would move on the 14th, to havi 
both matters referred to Supreme 
Court.

A Loyal Resolution
Premier Foster withdrew his am­

endment to Mr. Potts’s conscription 
resolution, and submitted the follow­
ing:

Resolved that in the opinion of this 
House the people of New Brunswick 
will loyally support any measures for 
the augmentation of our military 
strength which the exigencies of the 
time may render necessary and that 
It la highly desirable that any such 
measure should be the product of 
mutual cooperation by the leaders of 
political thoght in this Dominion. In 
doing so he said that there could be 
no question that the people of New 
Brunswick would loyafy sustain any 
movement which was intended to 
strengthen the hands of tho contry 
In the prosecution of the war 
everyone would gladly assist In help­
ing toy keep up the honor of Canada 
by keeping the overseas forces up to 
the fall strength until that desired 
end should be obtained.

This met with the Opposition’s fav-
or. m &mv husk t**«4Uic it.

JUNE V,

Lsyal Reselstisa Agreed Upon-—Marriage 
Law

—.Hon. R. Murray Oases He is 
Entitled to He Seat

to tie
X

Right Honourable Hr Wilfrid Laurier
leader of HI» Majesty*» 
and to the New Brunswick represen­
tatives fn the Canadian House of 
Commons and the Canadian. Senate.

Premier Foster agreed with the 
principle of the resolution, but did 
not think that the Legislature should 
touch Conscription while it was being 
considered by both parties at Otta­
wa. He therefore begged to move 
the following amendment to the reso­
lution :

Premier's Amendment
That all the words after the words 

“Canada’s fighting strength,” at the 
end of the first paragraph of the pre­
amble be struck out and the follow­
ing substituted In lieu thereof:

Whereas the question of raising the 
said forces is a matter purely under 
the jurisdiction and control of the 
federal government and parliament 
who are endeavoring by a series of 
conferences to arrive at a satisfac­
tory solution thereof.

Therefore resolved, that in the op­
inion of this House it would be inad­
visable at this time to interfere by an 
"expresson of opinion upon the impor­
tant question of selective conscription 
and this House believes that the 
cqpntry at large will loyally support 
any conclusion mutually agreed upon 
by the leaders of the federal parlia­
ment and further resolved:

Resolved that this legislative as­
sembly of the province of New Bruns- 
mick place itself on record as approv­
ing of such war measures as may be 
deemed necessary for the control of 
food supplies and prices and such 
measures of taxation as may be deem 
ed to in the best interest of Canada, 
for the prosecution of this great War.

Further resolved that a report of 
this resolution be forwarded at onoe 
to the Right Hon. Robert Borden, 
Premier of Canada, the Right Hon. 
Sir Wilfred Laurier, leader of His 
Majesty’s opposition, and to the New 
Brunswick representatives in the 
Canadian House of Commons and the 
Canadian Senate.

Hon. Mr. Baxter, seconded by Capt. 
Tilley, moved the following:

Amendment to the Amendment:
That all the words after the words 

“Canada’s fighting strength” at the 
end of the flrît paragraph of the pre­
amble of the resolution moved by 
Mr. Potts, be struck out and the fol­
lowing substituted therefor:

Resolved that in thfe opinion of 
this House the people of New Bruns­
wick will heartily support all such 
measures as may be necessary to win 
the present war for the Empire, her
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