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+ CHAPTER V—McKane was bearer of
nﬁ‘o mysterious cipher; is also a ball play-

CHAPTER VI-Yazimoto returns to
Mnnneu and reports his failu to
g‘:hﬁ :x‘:‘:n:r to ron Zollern; Miss

2 ogxTipke., aiso scports to
Barun. o o

VII-Brockett and Solano
encounter with the Baron in which
latter comes out second best.
in ER Cl_z ak m:o t
ersey y: m 8] tmen
meet McGinnity, the “Ir:n Man," base-
manager.

war; rescued by a white man.

CHAPTER X-—The place of
m'a to be a trap: find themselves p
of Yazimoto. Kelly to rescue,

mulches Jap out of $10,000.

: CHAPTER XI-Kelly turns the money
over to Brockett.

. CHAPTER XII. t and
jhave encounter with tough gang, but are
protected by Kelly’s men.

XIIT—On sleeper Cleveland-
bound: the Baron detected in act of rif-
{ing Solano’s berth, jumps from train.

XIV—At Detroit the mes-
go to ball
n mysterious

& Chcaso.

CHAPTER XV-—Arriving in Chicago,
the messengers are robbed by a “transom
ghief;” the baron again appears.

CHAPTER XVI-The Baron offers to
@assist In recovering the stolen papers. -
XVII-The Messengers find

in the of a

game, receive hiero-
manner and depart

CHAPTER
the stolen

CHAPTER XVIII-After a flerce battle
B t and wake

with

up in jail.
'ER XTX—The Messengers anic
visit th

: Mle:pe're.ndoﬂolnlnmu;

CHAPTER XX—The thief is found in &
“hop joint.” a t fol
a oS o figh eolovu. end part of

CHAPTER XXI—Mysteriously recelv-
ing another hieroglyphic mm’.‘e (:0
messengers board a train for the West
and go later arrested by bogus Arkansas

CHAPTER XXII—Brockett and Sol
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the new government of Mexico—a po-
sition that would serve as a stepping-
stone in his ambitions. Disappointed
in this, he h2s been raising men for a
new revolution, and the fighting which
has already taken place between his
men and the government forces has
furnished the excuse for the cavalry’'s
being stationed on the river, exactly
as was the case when the insurrec-
tion against Porfirio Diaz broke out.

“If Gomez Esteral and the Mexican
government were simply fighting out
their troubles to a finish, there would
be no special activity, either on the
part of the United States or of any
foreign powers. You probably thought
it a little singular, didn’t you, that
there should be such marked interest
shown in your messages and .cipher
code? Of course you did. If it had
been merely a case of guarding a fron-
tier, or maintaining an even break be-
tween the Mexican factions, neither
!Germany nor Japan would have cared
'a bhoot in Halifax about you or the
documents with which you had been
cntrusted.”

“It does look that way, colonel,” as-
sented the wondering Solano,

“It so happens, however,” resumed
the colonel, “that the situation is one
cf far greater importance than a mere
frontier campaign of idleness and
scheming. Gomez Esteral has much
greater ambitions than even the presi-
dency of Mexico. He has for years
been planning, plotting, working a net
of fine wires all the way from Sonora.
to Ckile, and his plans are nearly ripe.:
Some plans, too, belleve me, lads.” |

“What are the gentleman’s ambi-
tions?” questioned the eagerfaced
Breckett: -“Does he wish to be an
emperor?”

“Perhaps,” smiled the colonel, “but
that would be merely an incidental.
Gomez Esteral plans a confederation
of all the Latin-American nations,
with a united front and a central gov-
ernment—himself, of course, to be the
head—and that united confederation is
to offer its tremendous strength to the;

knock the sheriff and his deputies down
: deputies down and take to the

CHAPTER XXIIT—The
arrests Baron Zollerr, a
sume their journey.

CHAPTER XXIV—The Messe:
mw thcnhqnmuagm'ﬁ

the troopers.
CHAPTER XXV-Wh
Brockett iy

is lassoed and ro

CHAPTER XXVI—The
the commander of the pov.n:lunnn -

CHAPTER XXVII-The;
lﬂ’r“m rvﬂ‘l for the
run into ambush,

(Contintved)

—wve mMUST Dé On OUT WAY &8 QUICKTY,
as possible,” Brockett negatived.
F“There is still some margin in our
time-limit, but we would like to round

p @verything as rapidly as possible.

delivering these papers to you,
wour orders take us to Rancho Nogal,
on the other side of the Rio Grande.”

“Rancho Nogal, eh?” And the col-
ougl’s eyebrows were raised in sur

uine sheriff
the boys re-

laying ball
bged.y‘ i

Yy _ start with
Mexican chief

highest bidder, whether that bidder be
Japan or Germany, for an alliance
against the United States and the con-
quest of the nation!”

CHAPTER XXVIlL

The boys sat half-dazed for several
rinutes, while the colonel’s fierce old
eyes twinkled above them. Then So-
lano spoke, slowly, measuring his
words, '

“Has Esteral made much progress
with his plans?”

“Yes. Wonderful progress. The
Latin-Americans in nearly every na-
tion have accepted his propaganda
blindly. They Rhonestly bellieve that
the United States, land-hungry, eager
for t, intend or later
to annex and colonize the whole
world of Mexico, Central and South
America. Once president of Mexico,
Esteral would consolidate his empire
of ‘mutual defemse and vested rights’
in less than two years. Then he would
gell his alliance to Japan or Germany.
Both are eager to gain his friendship,
and both are making him tremend

e

that may be, here's the documents.
Add them- to whatever you already
have in stock for Gomez Esteral, and
start for Rancho Nogal wh you
feel sp disposed. I can’t even send a
cavalry escort across the river with

proaching. You wiil have to look out
for yourselves and for the safety of
your letters.”

Under the rich light of the Mexican
moon, two young horsemen rode the
trail that leads to Rancho Nogal. Both
boys could ride fairly well, though
neither could lay claim to the skill of
a cowboy, and the thoughtful old col-
onel had provided them with mounts.
“If you can stick on your horses,”
said he, “it will shorten the distance
to the Rancho, and may also carry you
out of danger if anybody stops you on
the way.” Well-provided with direc-
tions, and with heavy cavairy revol-
vers buckled at their hips, the mes-
sengers set out on the last stage of
their jourmey in royal spirits. Six
troopers saw them safe across the Rio
Grande, and dismissed them with wav-
ing of hats and urgent requests to be
.back in time for the deciding ball
game. The group of friendly horse-
men faded into spectres and then
blended with the night; dark stretch-
es of shadowy chaparral advanced its

DUSHEMSHTD, .
lfﬂflﬂ’:’m’

gloom in contest with the bright rays
lof the moon—and the boys,
imissives whose vast importance they:
thad never known till that same day,
‘rode onward through the dusk, mile:
lafter mile. They expected to make
'Rancho Nogal about daybreak, if all
{went smoothly—but the progress of|
ese youngsters, somehow or other,
ver seemed to have*much smooth-|
F;l anywhere along its line. :
! Perhaps ten miles from the river,
ithey encountered a slight rise in the"
, and walked their horses slowly'
.rup the grade. Sudder!”, as the moon-|
rays fell upon the su' :mit of the in-
lcline, a solitary horsc .an loomed up,!
hm and menacing in the shadows.
flent, grim and somber, he sat his
horse five hundred feet beyond, and:
to patiently await their com-

{ “I don’t like the looks of that fel:

flow,” whispered Brockeit as they
the silent figure.

“He doesn’t look specially good to

@ either,” replied Seolano. “Still,

e are two of us, and there’s only|

one of him—no, I'm mistaken. He I8
distinctly plural.”

{| m violent temper. The other is & Jap-

Three other mounted figures ranged

offers. He is financing his revolution
\with Japanese and German gold. Jap-
anese and German syfigs swarm all
over this country, bribing, scheming,
working to gain the secrets of defense
iand military policy. Japanese and
IGerman agents also try to block every
|lavenue by which certain messages
icould be conveyed to Gomez Esteral.
|If those messages reach him I believe
his dreams will be shocked into suds

den awakening, and a great light will
burst upon him.”

up beside the first one, all equally
grim and menacing in the moonlight. |
Brockett hadf turned his horse’s head. !
Too Iate for a retreat—filve more of
the silent horsemen were slowly walk.
ing their mounts from the direction of
the river. For one moment the mes-
sengers halted, irresolute, and then
moved féorward towards the watchers
at the summit of the hill. Perhaps 200
feet further on, they came upon &
'cross-road—a mere thread of a trall
breaking forth from dense under
growth gnd midnight jungle, Instant:!

“How—how do you mean, colonel?”

Brockett questioned. !

“Because”>—and the old soldler’s

(| words fairly burned their way through

the very souls of his young auditors—
“because both Japan and Germany
have every plan arranged by which
Esteral is to be decelved, betrayed,
and made a catspaw. Germany pro-

" || poses, if_the United States is ecrip-

" ’
e, We didn’t find out any-
pout him. All we know is that
: him & message, and

pled, to seize upon-Braszil and make:
it the home of Pruasia’s overflowing'
millions. Japan already counts upon:
Sonors and Lower California as part!
of the Pacific empire which the
mikado is to rule. These schemes
are all matured, and the execution of
the plans would be commenced asi
soon as the war was over. In other
words, Gomes Esteral, dreaming of &

t Latin nation, is to be awakened
shock of finding himself

TR

ly Br t wheeled and plunged intd
the new-found trail, while Solano fol
lowed. They drove their horses to &
'sallop, and as they hiarted on the
dash for safety the silent horsemen,
‘both before and behind:the fugitives,
‘came charging after. They gave no
cry, they voiced no shout or threat,
but the clatter of the hoofs and the
‘clanging of accouterments made wild
{discord on the evening air. Down the
'thread-like trail, straining every nerve
to increase their horses’ speed, fled

1
£l S

| them over to him, and fend off the

Recelving the boys with a smile that
showed his strong white teeth in thor
ough Roosevelt fashion, he motioned
them to seats upon two huge Mexican
saddles near by, he himself remaining

standing.

“f spik but ver’ poor Englees,” he
apologized. “You—one of you—spik
Spanish, si?”

Solano promptly took up the con-
versation, interpreting sentemce by
sentence to Brockett, who sat calmly
by, occasionally interposing pointed
comments which the Cuban rapidly
translated to their captor.

“I am giad to meet you two young
caballeros,” ran the suave speech of
the big brigand, smiles ' ripplirg
through his words. “There are rea-
sons for my pleasure in making your
acquaintance. The fact is, caballeros,
that two gentlemen—not one, but two,
such is my uncommon good fortune—
have made me great offers for your
capture—or, rather, for certain docu-
ments, letters or messages which you
bear concealed upon you. These mes-
sages, if I understand rightly, are ad-
dressed to Gomez Esteral, who makes
his headquarters at the Rancho No-
gal, and it appears to be of great in-
terest to these two gentlemen that
the documents ehould never 1 .ch
him. Do I state the case correctly?’

“Ask him,” Brockett cut in, “if he
has any objections to telling us who
ihe gentlemen of such liberality fmay
be?”

“Not in the least,” the brigand an-
swered, amicably. “In fact, as you
will doubtless meet them both tomor-
row, you might as well receive your
information in advance. One of them
is a Germar. His name is quite difi-
cult for a Mexican to speak, but he
is a very big man, with, apparently,

You it HavE
0 LOOK QUT FR YR
D SELVES AND FOR THE |
SELTY OF YOURLETTERS

anese, and, I regret to say, his name is
also among the impossibilities.”

“Are these two im alliance, then?”
Brockett demanded. The big man
smiled sweetly, and shook his head
emphatically.

“No, caballeros, no. That is the
best part of the whole thing. A drama,
xplay, is it not? I learn, from these
twvo gentlemen, that while they are
very good friends, and. have worked
in common at times to rud you down,
that each now desires the sole, ex-
clusive possession of the papers ad-
dressed to Gomez Esteral. Each wish-
es me to secure these papers, turn

other with some wild tale of fallure.
Carramba, but these diplomats must
be deep-dyed prevaricators! Of
course, I taxed eact of them for ex-
penses, in advance, And there now re-
poses in my sash, caballeros, 5,000
good American dollars from each one
of them.”

“How do you propose to deal with
them—and with us?” asked Solano.

“] fear,” smiled the brigand, engag-
ingly, “that the problem of dealing
with you two is very simple. I cannot
permit you to resume your journey,
for Gomez Esteral has a long arm and
a violent disposition. He would in-
quire most searchingly into the stop-
page and robbery of any messengers
bearing documents addressed to him.
It seems to me that I cannot let you
turn back to the Rio Grande, either,
lest your col |l make plaint to
the Rurales, who would soon swoop
down upon me. No, no. It grieves me
extremely, young men, but I fear that
you must dle. As to the papers—I
may auction them to the highest bld-
der. However, do not let these things

Solano sprang up from his saddle-
“You are Juan Torrejon?” he
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of your great prowess in the Gringos’
game of baseball. It is the sport of
my camp. We play it at all leisure
bhours—but, I fear, we play it very
badly. The gentlemen of unpro-
nounceable names do not come till
afternoon. WHI you not, during the
morning, give us valuable instruction
in the game of baseball? It will, I as-
sure you, be a glorious favor.”

Despite the misery of their situa-
tion and the apparent overthrow of
all their plans, the boys could not re-
strain their laughter. This brigand,
this land-pirate, this desperado, who,
on the morrow, might wreck the fu-
ture of great nations, asked for in-
struction in the diamond game! They
could not keep from laughter—and
even as they laughed Brockett's very
soul thrilled with the flash of sudden
inspiration.

“Yes. yes,” he panted. “Tell him,
Ramon, that we will be right with kMm
in the morning, and that we will do
our best to teach him what little of
the game we know.”

CHAPTER XXIX.

“Ask the sentinel at the door,” said
Brockett, after the prisoners had been
'shown into a rude but comfortable
hut, lighted with whole rows of can-

dles, “if he can get a needle and some |

‘strong’thread. Tell him I want to do
'some repairing on my clothes—they
need it badly.”

The puzzled Cuban executed the
'commission, and the sentry, an oblig-
ing, jovial fellow, soon brought in a
heavy needle and some twine. Brock-
ett, seating himself where the light
was brightest, then produced an old
ball, bearing evidence of many a vig-
orous swat upon its horsehide cover,

nd calmly to dissect the
*phoro, while Solano looked on in
mystification.

“Going to stuff the ball with dyna-
mite, and then bat it .to Captain Tor-
rejon?” he asked, with a forced

[FCOUNTY NEWS

BOIESTOWN

(Held from Last Issue)
Jan. 31—A great many persons are
stricken with la grippe. It seems
that hardly anyone has escaped.
Mr. Everett Nelson spent the
week end in Ludlow with his brother

was on a visit to his home this week.

Miss Margaret McCarthy is spend-
ing a few days with her uncle, . Mr.
Danjel Lynch.

Mr. D. O'Donell was calling on
friends here Saturday.

Mrs. Robert Hickey is visiting her
nephew, Mr. John Clowater.

HALCOMB NOTES

(Held from last issue)
‘| Jan. 28—Many in this vicinity are
still suffering from la grippe.

John Somers of this place, was
struck on the head by a limb from a
falling tree, while working in the
woods, and badly injured. Dr. Beaton
. |is in attendance.

Mrs. Milton Taylor, who has been
|very ill, is recovering.

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
Daniel Foran on the arrival of a son.

‘The little son of David Mute), who
went through an operation last week,
|is doing nicely.

Mrs. Logie is visiting friends
Halcomb this week.

Mrs. Henry Holmes, who has been
very ill, is getting better.

| “If it pleases you, caballeros” he
went on, “will you inspect the bats
and balls? Our equipment is doubt-
less crude and poor, but in these
troublous times it is not easy to ob-
tain first-class material. What branch
of the profession will you deign to in-
struct us in as a beginning?” 4
“If agreeable to you, Captain Tor-
| rejon,” said Solano, “my friend will
| bat up some flies, to see how your
| flelders handle them.” | Feb. 4—John Somers, wio was
| “Bueno, muy buemo,” Torrejon ap- |hurt in the woods by a falling tree,
proved. “I fear you will find them  is able to be around again.
| but feeble in pursuit of the ball!” ‘Mr. E. Travis, who has driven the
‘. Feeble they were. They tried hard, ' mail in this vicinity for the last four
| these bandit Mexicans, but onmly mlym’ is succeeded by a mew mail
| eastest kind of fly balis rested secure- |4 o Wward Silliker. We are sor-
| 1y in their grip. After about a dozen | 3 i
| balls had been dropped, Solano, with ry to miss his servlce;s. as he was
| a gesture of impatience, set off at a always kind and obliging to all.
| jog-trot, crossed the field and took up | Great sympathy is felt for Mrs.
| & position among the farthest Mex- | Edmund Mutch in her recent sad be-
| fcans, not far from the edge of the |reavement. Mr. Mutch 2tpended his
! ‘clearing. mother's funeral on Wednesday, Jan.
i (To he contipued) 24th, seemingly in good health, and
| on the following Monday he was
4 called to rest. The funeral was
‘l R- C- Rel-lef held Thursday at 11 a. m.
Mrs. Henry Holmes and Mrs. Mil-

' and lmrance;wn Taylor, who have been serious!y

lin, ar v recovering.
| The Secretary of the Intercolonial | 'Mr ej::: Hunl‘l,;nn‘and PRREES

| > L ' Re. |
jand P. E. I Rallways Employees’ Re- |, )04 nome on Wednesd.y last, hav
ilief and Insurance Association re-*m8 Rl e e
! ports ten deaths in the month ended ierations SEine:op
Jan. 25th, as follows: £

5 Mr. Wm. Sullivan has now_com-
| Francois Charland, fireman, Levxs.’
| . imenced hauling his lozs to the land-
| aneurism of aorta, insured for $250. ng
?""l‘i’:ephnﬁ:“p‘:’:&'"’:f":l"w;m"'°"ee' Miss Delilah McDonald and many
! l; ;:; Me?uuon ’:b. 2 n.emute-r others who have been suffering frcm
[ ¥ EERE '[la grippe are now convalescing.

, Moncton, cancer of stomach, $1,000. | 5000 and 3re. Fohih Matohatt. who
Howard McDopalkd. engineman, | " 2

| Truro, pulmenary trouble, insured ‘or‘have Geen-in the woods all wister,

$1 000' 4 spent Wednesday night with friends

s {here on returning to their homes.

DOAKTOW

| accident, $250.
(Too late for last issue)

|ton,
Edward Johnson, conductor, Truro,
Jan. 31—An enjoyable birthday
River du party was held at the home of Mr.

accident $250. 1
| Wm. H. Hope. retired employee, |
| Moncton, accident, $250.
| Jogeph Bosse, fireman,
! $1,000. :nnd Mrs. John Mersereau on Friday
| C. A. Wood, engineman, Moncton, eyvening in honor of their son Perley
| pneumonia, $1,000. |who celebrated his 21st birthday. The
| James Craigie, conductor, Sydney evening was spent in games, dancing
;ue $2.40 in Class A, $1.40 in Class B,| yrs Jack McMaster, of Bay du
{and 90 cents in Class C. The total yin jg vigiting her parents, Mr. and
number insured is now 7,080 of whom |y, Geo, Wathen.
{940 are im Class A, 240 in Class B,: Misses Sadie Betts-and
: | We are glad to see oor boys In
STORMY WEATHER ‘ikhan again spending a few days at
HARD ON BABY,thelr obd homes.
| Mrs. J. Conners and son Harold, of

|
{hemorrhage of brain, $1,000. and other amusement and a good
and 6,900 in Class C. Hannon spent Saturda” with

New Hampshire, are visiting relat

in

*

Bessi»

| Loup. strangulated hernia,
| The fees and levies for the month 4o g reported by all.

Miss
‘ Edith Mitchell.

| The stormy, bdlustery wealler

. 'which we have during February and ives here.

| Tablets ave sold by medicino dealers “Roughing it de Luxe”

ey
YouNG Yiw BUT I FEAR

YoyMosr JiE ™

chuckle. Brockett smiled frankly and

evidently with self-confidence and

full renewal of courage. |
“Not exactly, Ramon,” he replied.

“I'm going to stuff it with lolutllll'\

valuable, though. Watch and see.”
Deftly the boy extracted some I

od letters

clothing.
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i{fleld Stymiest, Palmer Milligan, Ed-

March is extremely hard on coildren | We are glad to hear that Mrs. Roy
Cpaditions| make it necessary for Mitichell, who has been confined to
the mother te keep them in tie her home with la grippe, is improv-
lhoule. They cre often confined toiln‘-

over heated, badly ventilated rooius |
and catch colds which rack their|
whole systcm. To guard against |
this a box of Baby's Own 'Tabluis|
should be kept in the house wnd an |
occaslonall dost given the baby

ROD AND GUN-

Bonnycastle Dale confributes the
1o leading article to the February issue
keep his stomach and bowel: work- of Rod and Gun in Canada, published

ing regularly. This will not fail to by W. J. Taylor, Limited, Woodstock
break up colds and keep the hexith Ont., writing with his usual skill on
of the baby in good condivon till observations which he has made of
|the brighter days come along. The wild animals in British - Columbix.
by Judson
Ireon |Gaylord is an account of a visit to a
{o., Quebec club for millionaires as set
|down by one who was successful in
invading the millionaires’ strenghold.
Tabusintac School Report “Wilhelm the Hawk: A Tragedy of

No. of days school was in session— the Prairies,” by James 8. Jones is
21, the biography of a hawk whose dom-
No. of pupils enrolled—31. inant characteristics are analogcus
No. dally present on an average— to those of a human Wilheim now
= omuch in the public eye. “The Ilome
Perfect attendance—Bradshaw Me- Truil” is the tale of a heart breaking
Eachern, Hazel Wishart, Ada Wish- [trek to Oxford House and is relaced
art, Les'le Mi:Lean, Roy Wm:u.—t.]by R, J. Fraser. F. V., Willlam3i c¢on
Jessie Ashford, Nellle Wishart, Kate teibutes a story, “The HRanger's
McEachern, Vivian Murray, HnUOlPﬂend,' and a cover design illustrat
Wiskart, Ella Wishart, Leslie M!lll-im; the story, which portrays a (ight
Ban, to the death Letween a mooss und a
Absent not' more than two days— [pack of wo'ves, The regular «J:part
Willle Wishart, Kay McLean, Gar-|meuts are well maintained ana the
riinber as a whole dn attractive one
particularly to sportsmen and lovers

Halloran, % of out-door life in its various phases.

lor by mail at 26 cents a bo:l
The Dr. Willlams' Me licin2
}Bmckvllle, Ont.

|
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die Murray.
Margaret




