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talent os^ the ! fjwnry, consisting. with the addition of a lat* 
“■ {iir i Road, of 370 Acres, more Rr

ih a roomy DW ELLING HOUSE 
in erected. The property is well 
Watered. The Wood consisting 

gar Maple*, and the Water lieing 
quality and fit for any culinary 
tmglf-'Ut tho whole extent of the 

i. Marl may be found within a foot 
As the terms of the purchase 

or Instalments at short intervals, 
ill on that account be sold low.

JOHN JACKSON. 
Rector of j/ViUiain Henry. 
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BUITISH NORTH AMERICA.

Capital £1,000,000 Sterling,
In 20,000 Shares of £50 earh, (three-fourths of «rhuh 

have been subm ribctl in Fngland, and the rental ndrr 
are reserved for the Colonies,) with power to inerrnse 
I hr Cental.

London Directors :
GEORGE DÈ BOSCO ATTWOOD, 11*4 
EDWARD BLOUNT. Es».

■ERT BROWN, Esq.
BERT CAMPBE1.T ,IBirt 

CARTER, Ffq 1 
ROBERT CHAPMAN, Esq 

MIX CUMMINS, Le v 
>W|E» E*q.

■ rARRF.Il, Esq.
PER GILLESPIE, Jun L u 

MEDLEY, Esq.
PEMBERTON, E*<\

RTCHAUD ROBINSON. Esq ,M V. 
ALDRON WRIGHT. Ed i

fglHF. rapidity with which tire British North 
U American Colonies have advanced in pros, 

perity and Commercial importance, the vnst in. 
crease of their population, the high rate of in
terest, the fluctuation of exchange, the inode, 
quacy of the capital already employed for B mk. 
ing operations, and the increasing facility of in. 
t ere nurse with the Mother Country, point -ut 
the different settlements of British North Arne
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DOLLARS.
|ishcr of the Salmagundi, and News 

prom pied by tho unexampled and 
I patronage which this paper has re. 
rs tho following premiums :—
1 best Original Coimo Talc—Fifty

lost Original Comic Song—Twenty.

est -nollection of Original 4nrcd°tn», 
I not less than Fifty in number— 

i Dollars.
tost Original Cortiîd Design, Sketch, 
t—Twenty.five Dollars ; lor the sc. 
-Fifteen Dollars; and for the third 

i>ollars.

i AND) 
hbecriti 
h*. is indaSH
laving been regularly Traliated, and 
late practice in London. To those 

onor him with their confidence he 
live Ktisfaction by his attention to 

rta, o,nd punctuality in the settlement \

JOHN ABBOTT, 
r of Visitation Street, Quebec I

Iving had the settlement rf claims for | 
■ Insurance Company of London, he 
J hio. services m preparing estimates 1

7r'-3m,m |

IS PASSAGE ( LOTUS.—The Sub- , 
libers being desirous of closing their ! 
Inis of the above ( LOTUS, offer l 
ale at i

with a view of promoting the Mercantile ami 
Agricultural interests of the Colonies, tho-pre
sent Company has been established.

Tito management of the Company’s affairs /# 
vested in the London Court of Directors, id 

a in the Colonies are to be conduct 
ards appointed by them, 

meeting of the Proprietors is to br 
m London, to whom a statement of 
'n affairs will be submitted, 
been reserved to the Directors to 
accept on behajjf of the establish- 
r of Incorporation or Adt of lar-

of £10 Sterling per Share to be 
period to 1>f named in the letter of 
the rate of Exchange therein fix- 

Deed of Settlement to bo signed at
of payment.

A fier payment of ll.e Deposit, tho rem.mil” 
of the Capital will he reqnifed by l»«t»l'"ent« 
not »ie»ifiioj jCIO Sterling per Share, at .tien 
interval, (of not leas than three month.) aa the 
Director, in ay find necewary to carry th. object, 
o the Bank into operation, of which due notice 
will be given.

Tim undersigned, commiMioned to represent 
the Court of Director, in America, and to yi.it 
the several Colonies for tho purpose of potting 
tho affair, of tho Bank into operation, hereny 
g,ve« notice lhat ho will be ready to receive »nd 
con.id.T application, from persona resident i" 
the Province of Lower Camul», who may he 
sirotse of becoming Shareholder, in the Cap _
....... ... Company, addreewid to him at U>*

,t Montreal or Quebec, on or be
ds y of Aegust next.

robbrt carter

July 14. 1836.

OF application. 

CAUTtR. Esq., 
it Orne*. Montkisl or Qct»£r

asm that you will allot to me 
the Base or Bains* Noaru A» j 

aie* ; and I herehy engage to pay the Dep®^ 
of X10 Sterling each, upon so many 01 
Shares ta you may allot to me, it the 
place, and" rate of Exchange to be «P»^"*” 
your letter of allotment; and at the earn» 
to execute the Deed of Settlement.

I am, Sic*
Your ol>edi«it aerrant.

Signature at length ..«•••*
Place of abode....................................
Dote.................................... ..... • , *

All letter» must be port
July 20.

HYDROMETER.

i^G-MACHWR^i 

99-n>f

FOR THE COUNTRY

Optbnus est Reipublicœ status, ubi nihil deest nisi licentia pereundi.—Seneca.

Vol. II.

jtiornins CottrCrr.
MONTREAL, FRIDAY, AUG. 5, 1836.

By the arrival of the Steamer Canuln last 
night, we were put in powesstoa of the Que- 
t*,- Omette of the preceding evening, from 
vvfaicli we gire the .hipping intelligence and 
eleven day. later new. from England. The 
Canada had «0 cabin and 100 aleerage pas-
seng1*^.
junf 17_A conference was held 1>etween lire

rommon. and the Lords on the subject of the 
.roendmeou. to the Irish Municipal Bill. Lord 
Melbourne then moved, “ that the bill as amend, 
ed by the Commooa be presented and taken into 
consideration on Friday next (24th June.)— 
Agreed to.

IIocsE or Comions, Jwir H—Sir G Sinclair 
inked, it liaviog been pr.po.ed to proceed with 
■Irish Tithe Bill, wty the Government did 

proceed with the Inah Church Bill, capaoial. j 
j,- „ ,1 stood first on the order, of the day ? 
I/ord John Rus.all answered that a. it contained 
liie principle of appropriation, and a. the Lords' 
opinion, thereon had been more than once ob. 
lamed, lie aaw liulc hope of carrying it through 
llw Other houac ; he therelore preferred to pro. 
coed with litoae b.Ua, in which I hey were 
more likely to obtain the concurrence uf the 
other houae.

House of Commons, June 20.—Kilkenny Llec- 
t,on.—The Speaker informed the House that J. 1 
puWer and others who bad petitioned the House, j 
complaining of an undue return for the city of , 
Kilkenny, had failed to enter into the necessary j 
rccugnwinces. It was therefore moved that the 
order fur taking tho uu'jcct into consideration ! 
on tiiii 21st instant, must ho discharged.—Agreed i

Newspaper Stamps—The Chancellor of tire 
Exchequer moved, “ That it is expedient that | 
tho duty now payable be reduced, and that the ( 
('ulv pmJ and payable on every sheet or piocc of 
Ir w'.tcreon a newspaper is printed, shall in 
luluru be one penny, mi ject to such provisions 
resjiecti.'ig the s.ze of the newspaper», and the ; 
printing <■! sup pleine nt» as may hereafter be 
ct-fiiied advisable.” Sir Kmghtlv moved as 
an aim-hdinent, - That instead uf the reduCtiuu } 
on 'i-w sp.ijK rs, the excise duty on hard eo«p be ; 
redu' cd irum 1 i 1. t«• Id. per Id , and on soft i-oag 

l from 1.1. tu il per lb. The resolution rtducmp 
the duty on newspapers was, after debate, car- 
nod 211 to 208—majority 23.

June 21 —Lord Stanley moved that the Lords 
a-ncndiiiDnU to the Manchester and Leeds Rail- 
svuv til l ho adopted. — Agreed to.

June 22.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
in Committee r»f ways and me a n») moved “ that | 

all discriminating do ties on sugar ahull cease, 
and that the duties ou sugar shall be placed on 1 
nn equalized footing, according to the provisions ! 
of a lull to be hereafter brought before Parlia
ment.” After some conversation the motion 
was agreed to.

U’( onnell had postponed his motion for a re. 
i form ot the House of Lords until 30th June. 

House or Commons, June 23.—Alter some 
discussions on private bills, Mr. Grote rose to j 

, move for “ leave to bring in a Rill, providing j 
'liât the votes for elections for members of Par- , 
Lament may be taken secretly by way of bal- j

-Norton vs. Met.bourne.—This case came on | 
I before l^ord Chief Justice Tindall and a Middle- ; 
I sex Special Jury, on 22J June, and resulted in ' 
j ; verdict being returned for the Defendant. The ! 
I Inal is reported at length in the Liverpool Jour. | 
j nal of 25th June. On the verdict being tn- 
I n ou need cries of “ bravo” and hisses were heard 
[ m the Court.
I *'title hope remains of Prince George ol Cum

berland ever recovering the use of hie eyes.
I.mxrpooi., June 21.,—Wheat 70 lbs. Eng. 

In'll. iM (St be. ; Canadian, (is. 6d. (q> 7s. 10*1. ; 
Four 2cU lbs, English, tine, 38s. td 40s. ; 

j l iled Mates, y-- 19G lbs. sweet in hood, 22s. iSt 
[ 2bs ; euur in bond. Ids. 6d. (è 21 s. ; Canada 

«•■et. — ; sour. 29». ,3 30s.
June 22 —There arc moderate arrivals this 

vct,k uf most kinds of gram. The Wheat trade 
I continues dull at the above prices. In the Flour 
I haie, no variation.
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There is a remarkable contrast between 
I the relative positions which emigrants from 
I Yorope can assume in regard to the majority 
|of the resident inhabitants on landing on the 
1 shares ot Lower Canada, and on those of the 

luted Spates. Here the most toil worn, de- 
Ipressed, and neglected from Britain, feel 
I themselves to be on a par, and in many cases 
I superior to the farmers and to the proprie
tors of land that compose the mass of the 
I agricultural population. They have more
■ enlarged conceptions of things, they are more
■ ready to adopt improvements and to be in- 
I flueoced by the lessons of experience than the 
I ranco-Canadian majority. They in short, 
Ion leaving home, leave behind them many of 
I l" eir conve>itionai habits, and arrive here with 
I 4 disposition to push forward in every hon- 
! 1 ur&bie way to secure th? grand prize of hu

man ambition, influence and wealth. They
I arv prepared to “ go »-head.”

Bat ibe emigrants, we speak of the com- 
“‘mi run of them, who direct their course to 
V,e a“eJ Slate». feel, on arriving there, 
Wat they are actually behind the inhabitants 

I point of intelhgence,the spirit of enterprise, 
I "nJ lilat inKe,lu«y by which the " Yankee” 

'-ceils in making the most singular and 
1 5'd of combinations of circumstances 

J "fb*-’rvc ^ls own purposes. The great body 
0 t.n emigrants, tire Americans convert into 

I ^"ers of wood and drawers of water;” 
v;sr’11 uu'st be presumed, they are not so 

«f il fitted as the natives for anything else.The 
1 ’ ’’.vtru’nts to which they are turned, such 
** Ule «•'■«ruction of railroads and canals, 
»rc those which require the smallest share of 
mechanical .kill, and in which, in fact, little 
else is requisite except muscular energy.These 
«ts, Which are of the most palpable kind, 
prove incontrovembly an inferiority in the

acquirements, to say nothing of the habits 
or character, of the mass of emigrants to 
the native Americans. Thus, although the 
lower class of emigrants suffer in the com
parison with the corresponding class of na
tive® m the United States, they lose nothing, 
aa we have remarked, when viewed in con
nection with what should be a much higher 
class of the population in l*ower Canada.

I»et us no w see if there is any contrast in 
the way in which emigrants are received and 
treated, in the two countries. Here it should 
be borne in mind, that emigrants from the 
United Kingdom, in conning to Canada, re
move only from one part of the Empire to 
another. The feeling» with which they are 
regarded by the majority in this colony, the 
jealousy, the envy and the dread which their 
arrival creates, are the very reverse of what 
a stranger would naturally pre-suppoee, from 
the fact of the new comers and old residents 
being the subjects of the same Monarch ; but 
upon these discreditable displays of nation
ality, we shall not dwell, as they must be fami
liarly known to our readers. The improve
ments which emigrants introduce into the 
country, are about as much disliked as them
selves. No moans are taken to soften down 
national prejudices. The lines of demarca
tion between the discordant elements of the 
population, are rendered, by all possible means 
broader.

In the United States, on the other hand, 
emigrants, foreigners though they there be 
in the eye of the law, are welcomed to their 
shores. The Southern States vie with the 
Northern to tempt strangers to settle in 
them. But, that which redounds most to the 
credit of the people, are their efforts to raise 
the uneducated ^migrant to their own level. 
It is true that these efforts have not as yet 
been reduced to any comprehensive sys
tem, and that hitherto they have been 
more private than public. But there is 
an increasing anxiety on this subject, 
and tiie more so with the Americans, 
as it is an easy matter for individuals 
to become naturalized in the country.— 
It is feared by some amongst them that 
the annual influx of. emigrants may de
teriorate the national character. It is not, 
however, proposed to close their ports against 
these on this account, but to educate them. 
What a striking contrast there is here be
tween such proceedings on the part of our 
Republican neighbours and those of the Ca
nadian majority towards emigrants.

The Gazelle, we allow, has a right to an 
explanation, why its account of the German 
Society Dinner appeared in our columns on 
Wednesday in a slightly altered form. We 
should have accounted for th% mutilation 
sooner, had we been aware of its existence 
before yesterday morning, when it was point
ed out to us as having afforded the Herald a 
glorious opportunity of descanting upon the 
“disingenuousnesfl" of the Courier. The 
matter is not difficult to be explained-

.After the Gazelle'» account, as it originally 
appeared, had been put into the printers’ 
hands, along with our notice intimating the 
source whence it was derived, the gentleman 
connected with the Courier, who had been at 
the Dinner, run hie pen through what appear
ed to him to be an unusual way of de»ignat- 
the piece of music that followed the toats, 
with the intention of immediately ascertain
ing the tune that was played,by an inspection, 
if possible, of the list of Toasts, dtc as given 
from the Chair. Having failed in meeting 
with any one of the Dinner Committee, 
that afternoon, the matter escaped hie me
mory, and as the mutilation had not been 
mentioned to any other connected with the 
conducting of the paper, it was not after
wards thought of.

So much for the manner in which the mu
tilation in the Gazette'$ account happened, 
and we must now say one word in reference 
to the matter. The “ quick march” that was 
said to be played by the band after the Gover- 
nor-in-Chief had been given from the Chair, 
stands in the regular list with which the 
band was also furnished, aa the u Armagh 
Militia,” and it appeared as if the writer had 
gone a little out of his way, to add a little 
more of pungency to the “ silence with 
which the toast itself was drank by merely 
styling the tune that followed a ** Quicm 
March.”

it is supposed will immediately involve the 
United Stat«‘8 in the Texan revolution.

The Nnr Y,,rf Tunes, in the present 
dearth of nows has the following hint :—

*• 1* it no’ iniM for l Ire » pi*; a ran ce of lire sea 
; serpent ? Hi* srukethip generuliv makes » visit 
1 to lire New Eii/lainjurs about tho true when 
1 news is dull, and the editor « arc hard pushed 
1 for paragraph*. In thi« h** shews ! i- good na- 
1 tare, end particularly tus friendship for editor*. 
They m return reward hi n by putting bun in 

1 the papers, and give him more trlory than they 
would at s eeae-.ii w h>-» news was plenty. Will 

, no down--sell r * c^li thi* «pint from the vasty 
deep ?’ Dep'-inl upon it, he’ll vomc.”

VtotNET—with a variety of landscape*, Fruit-pieces. 
Ac- ; but I must not trespass too far ; leaving them to 
the notice, and their proprietor to the patronage of the 
public. I remain your*», Sir,

An Amateur or thf Fine Arts.
August 4.

Commentai.

It will be seen by the advertisement in 
today’s paper, that the price of admission to 
the Concert which Capt. Herrs*, the Nor
thumbrian Minstrel, gives this evening* at the 
King’s Arms Hotel, New Market, hae been 
reduced from 2s. 6d. to Is. 3d.

I The New York papers of Monday, contain 
notices that tire Welland Canal is again in 

1 complete order, and that vessels passed 
through on the 24th ult.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING COURIER.
Sir,—Another advantage to ari»e from the union of 

lhe provinces w, that Upper Canada would immediate
ly be relieved from the present very unsatisfactory 
arrangement, of collecting the duties upon all mer- 
chandize m the IxDwer Province, apportioning to Up
per Canada, a* her revenue, only a certain part ; and 

J even thnt part does not seem to be calculated upon the 
1 most certain data.
| If the country, after falling to the British Crown, 

was to be divided into two separate Provin 
j res, it must be confessed that, in tracing the line of 
I separation, there was either a lamentable want of 
judgement, or a flagrant disregard of justice. The 
argest or the most valuable portion of the Colony is 
cut off from any direct communication with the sea 1 
which of itself furnishes strong grounds for a reunion 
It can never he expected that an active, enterprising, 
intelligent people, like thnt of Upper Canada, will long 
submit to have an uncertain income doled out to 
them, their merchants subjected to vexatious dcLy,

■ and heavy expense, in obtaining the ra.mufaclures of | 
Great Britain, through existing channels, whilst the j 
St. Law rence, the great natural approach to the ocean, ( 
rernnin* unimproved It is not to the apathy of our 
brother Colonists that we must impute the neglected 
navigation of this magnificent river. Tltey have voted 
liberally, subscribed largely, borrowed fearlessly, to 
accomplish their part oi so arduous an undertaking ;

, and u is only when their praiseworthy efforts have 
1 been met by no corresponding exertion, or even sym

pathy, in the Legislature of the Lower Province, that 
i they have entertained the idea of carrying on their 
trade through the medium of the port of New York 

| Is it possible that our wise Legislators overlooked the 
I ruinous consequences to this province of forcing the 
| trade of Upper Canada into another, an unnatural, 
j and a foreign channel ? Or have they been wilfully 
* blind, in relation to Upper Canada, to whet appear the 
I natural, the mexiwbW xwiamuwmi# vf #U.« pusttiw, 
j and our reckless policy ? If they can understand any 

thing, less com plicated than their own political theo
ries, they must surely be aware that the import* and 
exports of so large a tract of country, by whatever 

I road they travel, leave something behind to enrich the 
j country through which that road lies. But, if it be 
! argued that the improvement of the St. I^wrence, up
on a large scale, would introduce the employment of 
o larger and more uniform class of river craft, and su- 

i persede the necessity of frequent transhipment, in dee- 
5 cending to, or returning from, the seaport ; and that 

consequently the Upper Canadians, being their own 
j carriers, would derive thaï profit from their enterprise,
I exclusively, which nt present they must share with ;

I*nver Canada ; then, I say, these wiseacres have, in 
I the bitterness of their minds, furnished a very power

ful argument in favour of the union ; by which mea- 
sure the profits, made upon the common high road,

: would increase the wealth of the country, and thus 
i coutr.bute to the common advantage of all.
| Nor is it to be supposed that the establishing of lle- 
i g is try Offices could be long delayed, after the union 
of the Provinces, and the consequent admission of a 
fair proportion of enlightened and honorable men into 
the general Legislature Perhaps no one legislative 
enactment is capable of producing so extensive and 
important a reform, a* this measure would operate in 
favour of the whole landed interest of the Colony, 
and, as a consequence, upon the commercial interest 
also.

August 4. M. G. P.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING COURIER.

Sir,—Having seen the Paintings now eshibiting in 
Noire Dame Street, 1 feel it a duly to say something 
respecting them and their enterprising proprietor, Mr. 
Oliver, who has, during a residence of three years 
in this city, introduced to the public, and scattered 
amongst them several collections of Pointings, chiefly 
by old masters, snd containing many originals and 
pieces of merit. He deserves the patronage of a gene
rous publie, and I trust he may receive it.

The present collection is well worthy a visit, and I 
hope the Amateure of our city, and those wishing to 
cultivate • taste for the Fine Arts, or to become pos
sessors of good specimens, will avail themselves of this 
opportunity. Mr O. generously offers bis timo and 
attention to all who please to give him a visit ; and 
whether with an exhibition for which a charge wo» 
made, or a gratuitous one like the present, we have 
always found him ready to give satisfaction and infor
mation to his visitors.

TTie principal picture in this collection is an original 
by Sir Peter Paul Reubens, y is * Sofhovisia” 
receiving the cup of poison ; this picture bee-* strong 
marks of originality. The firm tone of the flesu -bril
liant and harmonious colouring of the draperies— 
chaste designing of the figures—and wonderful ex
pression of the countenances, (extreme misery con
tracting every muscle of the one, the other strongly 
characterised by melancholy resignation,) fill bespeak 
it the work of a master. The left head of the male 
figure agonizingly pressed to the breset—the Iconvai- 
sive grip with which the right «till retail* cup, 
telling m the strongest language the rriactanoe with 
which be yields it ; and the position of the hied
of the female, the firm hold which the Irik fees ef

Baltimore Market, July 29.
Fixwr.—Ho ward-street Flour There has 

been no variation in the market since our last. 
Very few transactions are taking place, and 
there or- at our quotations per last report — wa
gon price 57,hO—store price $7,75- City Mills 
Flour —We have not beeu advised of any trans
actions, and therefore continue our old rates of 
$7,75. Susquehanna Flour. We quote this ar
ticle also, nt 97.76—not much doing in it.

Grain —In Wheat no alterations have taken 
place—we quote best white at $1.75; best reu 
$1,70; ordinary to good $1.60 (3) $1,70. Corn. 
White is worth 80 (2* 81 cents—yellow 85 cents. 
Rye—Susquehanna § 1,6 ; Maryland 95 cents 
Oats—We quote new at 38 cents—old 40 do.

Alexandria Market, July 30.
Floue.—We continue our quotation of §7,50 

for the wagon price of Flour; old Flour from , 
stores is held at §7.50, re-inspi-ction at the risk 
of the seller. §7,25 at the rLk’of the purchaser ; 
at the Utter several lots of stored Flour have 
been priced.

Georgetown (d c.) Market, July 23. i 
Flour.—The receipts by the canal continue 

Urge. We notice a sale yesterday of 400 brls ul 
prime brands at J$7,62£ ; today 6t)0 do of a favo
rite brand at $7,58. Some lots are selling at 
$7,50, and none lower, except of stored Flour 
without inspection at $7,30 (a $7.37Y

PORT Ot QUEBEC.

Bark Emigrant, Petrie, 27th June, Lverpool, Symee
Runs

SHIFTING INTELLIGENCE.
The arrival at Quebec, of several vessels from Li

verpool, is noticed ui the Liverpool papers of tile 5Z5<h

Liverpool, June 16th—Sailed lor Quebec, Louisa, 
Nicholas ; 15th. Hannah, Burrell, for Montreal ; Hus- 
kiNMjn, Hill, for Quebec ; 1 4th. Snowdon, Pentecost, 
for Montreal. Entered for loading., Yibtiia, tor Que
bec.

General Gaines has actually crossed the 
Sabine River, the boundary line between the 
United States and the Mexican Territory, 
and marched to Nacogdoches, in Texas.
This movement, which some say is* intended
only to overawe tho Indians on the frontiers,_____ _ ________ _________ ^
has excited a great deal of speculation, and, j cal pieces of the Vénitien School—a 6se vfew, by

j cap, end the pitifhl upturned eye pourtreymg bar rs- 
1 signation in a manner fiv stronger than wolds—are 

points of masterly beauty in this mari table psetare. 
There are many others well worthy of pertimlar no
tice—the Sl Peter, by CommasK>—the Modena, by 
M es: llo—Joseph interpreting ihaBoder'a end BOm's 
Dreams, by Albert Durer—two h—ÜH *“------:

Instruction* to the Royttl Commissioners.
(Continued.)

64. The importance of the topics to which I 
have hitherto adverted would be very imperfectly 
understood, unless they were viewed in their 
connection with another question to which the 
majority of the House of Assembly would seem 
to attach a yet higher interest In the 92 Re. 
solutions of the Session of 1834, in the address
to Ills Majesty of iliai yesi, end iu tiro address
adopted in the Session which closed abruptly in 
the commencement of the present year, the con
stitution of the Legislative Council was insisted 
upon as tho chief and prominent grievance in 
the whole sye'em of provincial government. 
To the discussion of this subject, nearly half of 
those addressee, is devoted ; and the Assembly, 
in the most decided language, have declared that 
all remedial measures will be futile and unsatis
factory which should stop short of rendering the 
seats in the Legislative Council dependent on a 
popular election.

65. The petitioners of Quebec and Montreal, 
on the other hand, deprecate with equal earnest
ness any departure from the principle on which 
the appointment of the members of the Legis
lative Council is regulated by the Act of 1791, 
and denounce any such change as pregnant with 
the most formidable evils.

66. The King is most unwilling to admit, as 
open to debate, the question whether one of tho 
vital principles of the provincial government 
shall undergo alteration, the solemn pledges so 
repeatedly given for the maintenance of that 1 
system, and every just prepossession derived 
from constitutional usage and analogy, are alike 
opposed to such innovations, and might almost 
aeern to preclude the diseuse ion of them.

67. But His Majesty cannot forget that it is 
the admitted right of all his subjects to prefer to ; 
bun, as King of these realms, their petitions for j 
the redress of any real or supposed grievances, j 
His Majesty especially recognises this right in j 
those who are themselves called to the high of
fice of representing a large and most important 
class of hie people. The acknowledgement of 
that right appears to the King to imply on his 
own part, the corresponding duly of investigat
ing the foundations of every such complaint. 
His Majesty therefore will uot absolute./ close 
the avenue to inquiry, even on a question re
specting which he is bound te declare that he 
can for the present perceive no reasonable 
ground of doubt. Hie Majesty will not refuse 
to those who advocate such extensive alterations, 
an opportunity of proving the existence of the 
grievances to which so much prominency has 
been given-

68. The King is rallier induced to adopt this 
Spurse, because Hie Majesty is not prepared to 
4bny that a statute which has been in effective 
operation for something less than forty-three 
years may be capable of improvement, or that 
the plan upon which the Legislative Council is 
constituted may possibly in seme particulars be 
usefully modified ; or that in the course of those 
years some practical errors may have been com
mitted by the Council, against the repetion of 
which adequate security ought to be taken. 
F»t if these suppositions should be completely 
verified, it would yet remain to be shown by the 
moat conclusive and circumstantial proof, that 
it Is necessary to advance to a change so vital 
a« that which is demanded by the House of As
sembly.

69. It must be recollected that the form of 
provincial constitution in question, is no mo
dern experiment nor plan of government, ia fa
vor of which nothing better than doubtful theory 
can be urged. A Council nominated by the 
King, and possessing a co-ordinate right of le
gislation with the representatives of the people, 
is ha invasiabie part of the British Colonial 
Constitution m all the transatlantic poeeeeeioas 
of |he Crown, with the exception of those which 
still remain liable to the Legislative authority of 
the King in Council. In some of them colo
nies it has existed for nearly two centuries. 
Betters the recognition of the United States as 
an independent nation, it pvevnded ever every 
part of the British pesssssicas in the North 
American continent, not comprised within the 
Basils of colonies founded by charte» of incor
poration. The cooeideratioae ought indeed to

be weighty which should induce a departure I 
from a system recommended by so long and j 
successful a course of historical precedent.

70. To the proposal made by that body to re- | 
for the consideration of this question to public 
conventions, or, as they are termed primary 
meetings, to be holdeu by the people at large in 
every part of the province. His Majesty com
mands me to oppose his direct negative. Such 
appeals are utterly foreign to the principles and 
habits of the British constitution, as existing 
either in this kingdom or in any of the foreign 
dependencies of Use Crown.

71. You will therefore apply yourselves to the 
investigation of this part of the general subject, j 
endeavouring to ascertain how far the Legisla- j 
live Council has really answered the original 
objects of its institution ; and considering of ! 
what amendments it may be susceptible. It i* 
His Majesty’s m- st earnest hope and trust that I 
in the practical working of the constitution of 
the province, there will be found to exist no 
defects which may not be removed by s judi
cious exercise of those powers which belong to 
the Crown, or which Parliament has committed 
to the Provincial Legislature.

72 When your report shall have been receiv
ed, His Majes'y will lake into Lis most serious 
consideration the question whether there are 
amendments in the law on tins subject, which it 
would be fit to propose for the consideration of 
the Imperial Legislature ; and which being 
founded on the principles, and conceived in the 
■ pint ol the Act of 1791, may be calculated to 
render the practical operation of that statute 
more conformable to the wishes and intentions 
of its framers. j

73. There is one complaint closely connected 
with the topics referred to, of which I do not . 
find any notice in the Res--luttons of the As- 1 
sembiy. The constitution of Lower Canada 
consists of various branches - r members, to each 1 
of whicn Parliament has assigned such functions : 
as were thought necessary to counterbalance 
the danger of abuse in tht organs of govern
ment. ll the balance be disturbed, a counterpoise 
would be required to rectify the disturbance. It j 
is earnestly maintained by many, that the House 
of Assembly does not supply a fair representation | 
of the Canadian people ; that the constituencies 1 
throughout the province are so arranged as to j 
insure the return of a much larger proportion of 
members in the interest of the Canadians of j 
French descent, than is warranted either by their , 
numbers or their property ; and that neither the 
commercial interest, nor the landholders, in the 1 
townships, are protected in the popular branch 
of the legislature with any just regard to their 
importance, or to the wealth and number »f the | 
persons embraced in those classe». The. Cana- ! 
diane of britiah descent have been therefore, it < 
is said, accustomed to look to the Legislative ‘ 
Council for defence against the partiality which j 
they ascribe to the members of the House of As- 1 
sembiy.

74. Ou the truth and justice of thcee repre
sentations, it is not for me here to pronounce 
an opinion. Bat assuming them to be true, it 
is clear that the esisteoce of auch a elate of 
things would throw additional difficult tee round 
an attempt to modify the Legislative Council.

75. It will be necessary foj you to inquire in
to the truth of these allegations. This duty in
deed you arc bound to perform, with a view to 
the general interests of the colony, even inde
pendently of any reference to its bearing on the 
construction of the Legislative Council. The 
number of persons of Britiah or of French birth 
or origin actually sitting in the Assembly will of 
course afford a most imperfect citerion of the in
fluence by which their seats may have been ob
tained, and of the course of policy to which they 
will habitually incline. The material question 
respects the national character and prepossessions 
rather of the several constituencies, than of the 
different members. Lower Canada must also be 
viewed as a country in which tho limita of set
tlement and cultivation are continually widen
ing It requires therefore aa elective system, 
resting on a principle such aa shall accommodate 
itself to changes which are taking place in the 
circumatanc s of the electors, with a magnitude 
and rapidity to which there is no parellei iu the 
communities of Europe.

76. If your inquiries should lead you to the 
conclusion, that a change in the law of Election 
in Lower * Canada is necessary or desirable, it 
will be right that the change should, if possible, 
be effected, not by an Act of Parliament, but by 
an Act of the local legislature.

77. The composition of the Executive Council 
hae also been made the subject of censure. It 
is maintained that the members of the body are 
incompetent to the judicial duty with which 
they are charged, and unfit to act as the confi
dential advisers of the Goveraer in their more 
appropriate office of aiding in the execution of 
his administrative authority. Hence, it ia said, 
has arisen the habit of appealing, with incon
venient frequency, to the Secretary of State, on 
many questions which might more advantage
ously have been disposed of in the province iu 
self. To this practice is ascribed not only much 
needless delay in the despatch of public business, 
but the mischief inseparable from bringing the 
ultimate and supreme executive authority into 
needless collision with individuals and with the 
two Houses of Legislature.

78. So far as these complaint» refer to the 
appelate jurisdiction of the executive council
lor», there appear» an unanimity so entire 
amongst all the parties concerned, that the only 
subject of inquiry is, by what means that juris
diction can be most speedily and advantageous
ly transferred to a more appropriate tribunal. 
But, on the other branch of the subject, there ie 
a wider scope for investigation.

79. I am disposed to doubt whether the num
ber of the members of the executive council 
might not be reduced with advantage to the 
community. In the Indian presidencies, as well 
as in all the new British colonies, the number is li
mited to three or four. A much larger number 
would seem scarcely compatible either with 
promptitude, secrecy, and a dee sees» uf person
al responsibility ; or with ealmnese of dbHbera- 
tiofi, freedom from party dimensions, and 'se
em pt ion from the danger of ineoevenrent eons- 
promise. If three members only bed cents at 
the board, it might at once be reasonable to im
pose, and possible to enforce, the observance of 
the rule, that on ell questions of importance the 
Governor should be bound to explain to the board 
his own opinions, and to receive from them, in 
return, an explanation of theirs. This, how
ever, is a subject on which hie Majesty ie not at 
the present moment, disponed to set without the 
aid of your judgment and report.

80- I would not, however, exclude from your 
ooesidsrutioe asy prspeml of which it is the pro. 
fsseed object to render the Executive Council a 
more effective instrument of good government. 
You will, therefore, report whether there are

any practicable* amendments which, on the 
whole, it would bo desirable to adopt, either in 
the mode of convening, of c<m*ullmg. or of re
munerating the member» of this body, or regard
ing the tenures of their seats.

81. The state of education in Lower Canada 
must engage your most serious attention, with 
a view to the best means of promoting the more 
general diffusion of sound learning, religious 
knowledge, and Christian principle. Of his Ma
jesty’s anx.ety in regard to these paramount ob
jects, it would be difficult to speak in terms suf
ficiently emphatic. But the earnest endeavors 
of my predecessors on this subject have been so 
repeatedly frustrated, that t auvjwct the exist
ence of some obstacles of which the Home Gov
ernment ie nut swam. Amidst the heat of con
tention on questions compara lively of alight 
temporary concern, this momentous and perma
nent m erest of the whole Canadian people 
may have been overlooked. Sufficient atten
tion, perhaps, has not been given to the essen
tial distinctions between the etitie of society in 
this kingdom and in the province. It may have 
been forgotten that in a new country, pressing 
forward in the career of agricultural and com
mercial enterprize, it is far more impolitic" than 
in this kingdom to calculate on the voluntary ex
ertions of those who combine the advantages of 
wealth and leisure with practical experience in 
public affairs. If his Majesty*» Government 
have not hitherto addressed themselves with suf
ficient promptitude to the duty of devising and 
recommending well-considered plans, fur an ob
ject so nearly touching the moral and intellec
tual, no less than the social benefit of the Cana
dian people, it is an error which cannot be too 
frankly confessed nor zealously redeemed.

82. You will therefore apply yourselves to the 
collection of all such intelligence as may tie ne. 
cessary for framing a general system of provin
cial education, embracing not the mere rudiments 
of literature, but all that relates to the culture 
of the minds and the developemont of the moral 
and religious principles ol youth in the different 
ranks of socn-ty Tins is a task, the due per
formance of which requires so intimate an ac
quaintance with the character and wants of the 
people, that 1 doubt whether, within the time 
of your residence in Canada, it will be possible 
fur you to be completely prepared to form a de
liberate conclusion on a question thus compre
hensive. It will, however, be of great vahie if a 
commencement can be made, resting on a solid 
basis, ou. which, aided by the co-operation of the 
Governor, a more complete structure may here
after lie erected by the Legislative Council and 
Assembly. I am sanguine iu the hope that such 
will be the result of your inquiries and your re-

83. The last topic to which I shall refer in 
my present communication is, the distribution 
between the Provinces of 1 sower and Upper 
Canada of duties, levied under Acts of Parlia
ment or Statutes of the Lower Province, at the 
ports in the River St. Lawrence. The interpo
sition of Parliament to apportion these funds 
was dictated and justified by necessity. Between 
two greet.dependenciee of the empire, at ran. 
an ce on a question of the deepest interest to 
both. Parliament assumed an authority to medi
ate, not with a view to any interest exclusively 
or principally British, but for the sake of objects 
altogether Canadian. Still it has never been 
disputed or concealed, that this intervention w»e 
accompanied by the exorcise of an extreme right, 
nor have Hie Majesty's Government ever been 
slow to seize every opportunity for remitting 
the decision of this dispute to the legislatures, 
within whose cognizance the question properly 
falls. Yon will make it your business to Inquire 
whether aoch an adjaatnient of the right of the 
two provinces, satisfactory to them, both can 
be devised, a* would justify the repeal of the 
Canada Trade Act. It any such project c«xn be 
matured, His Majesty's Government would be 
happy to introduce mto Parliament the neces
sary measure for accomplishing that rej»eai.

64 It appears from the records of this office 
that my immediate predecessor, the Earl of Aber
deen, investigated with great diligence the ques
tion whether the recommendations of the House 
of Commons Committee of 1828, on Canadian 
Affairs, had been completely executed. The re 
suit of those inquiries hie Lordship embodied in 
a Minute of which I have the honour to enclose 
a copy for your information. In reliance on the 
habitual accuracy of Lord Aberdeen, I think 
myself entitled confidently to maintain With 
him, that to each of the reeomroendetione of thet 
Committee, the King hae given cmnpieeewmm 
to the utmost extent of Hie Majesty’s constitu
tional authority ; that in obedience to (fie Ma
jesty's commande, the meet pressing instances- 
have been made to the Legislative Council and 
Assembly to accomplish every other pari of the 
designs of that Committee to which legislative 
aid was indispensable ; and farther, that so frank 
and cordial was the spirit m which those con
cession were made, that on every one of the 
principal topics inculded in the Report of 1828, 
His Majesty spontaneously advanced considera
bly beyond the limits recommended by its au
thors.

85. This, however, is a general conclusion of 
so much importance, and enters so hfrgly into 
th# justificatiee of the policy observed by the 
King, from the commencement of hie reign, to
wards his Canadian people, thet Hie Majesty if 
not satisfied that it ahould rest merely on the 
last eevea years. Desiring that h should he 
brought to the test of the most rigid end impan. 
tial inquiry, His Majesty commands me to in
struct you, on your arrival in Lower Canada, to 
ascertain and to report whether the recommen
dations of the Canada Committe of 1828, have, 
to the full extent of His Majesty's authority and 
legitimate influence, been carried into complete 
effect ; or whether there is any, end H any, what

Crl of their odvice which it yet remains with Hie 
ajeety to execute.
86. I have now adverted to all the topics 

which it ie necessary to com pries in the pveseiit 
communication ; I have accompanied them with 
such observations es the occasion seemed to re
quire. In offering those observations, I most a- 
gai» disclaim the remotest intention of fettering 
your discretion er of restricting m any degree 
the exercise of tout own judgement either sate 
the subjects of inquiry or the opinions at which 
you may arrive. In the coarse of your investi, 
gâtions now topics will occur to yea, a*ff now 
views of topics already familiar will pressai 
themselves. Yqw will net on say qooaoioa, or 
for asy re»»»», shrink firent tho expHekt déclara- 
lion of year sentiment. Yen will not destine 
any inquiry, the proeeeotien of which may 
promise benefit to the colony or the mother 
coentry. Y00 cannot err, eithar in tho selec
tion or in the treating of qeeatiewa, if yoeetead- 
ily beer in view the perpeee fee which life Ms- 
jefey hae boon induced to entrant yea with tho 
execution of this commission, end the obligation'

COPYRIGHT OF FHOVOGMFH «SERVED TO PURJC RECORD OFFICE.
roe reuwaoN 10 eeeoouct ahay 10 moic asosvb, Ottawa.


