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THE SITUATION

A despatch from Tokio announces
that the Japanese Premier made ‘the
statement in the House  of Repre-
gentatives that Japan had not yet
reached a decision with regard to
the despatch of troops to Siberia
and that ‘the Government would
take the utmost care and precaution
in dealing with this momentous
situation.” In what respect - the
halt has occurred does mot. yet ap-
pear. It does seem 'to be certain,
however, that negotiations are pro-
gressing hetween the Mikado’s Min-
isters and Siberia and the final out-
come would not seem to be in much
doubt.

It is rumored that Germany is
considering another so-called peace
offer, this time on the basis' of re-
storing matiers in Europe as they
were before the war and recognition
of her present status in the East.
John Bull and his associates would
certainly not consider any such pro-
posals for a moment.

The London Daily Telegraph con-
tains a review by Dr. E. J. Dillon,
who says that from Archangel to
Odessa, from Moscow to Vladivostok,
Russian' voices are uplitfted, asking
in bitterness of anguish, whether
among the nations of the many and
mighty allies of yesterday there is
none who will help her.

The trouble of it s that hitherto
the Bolsheviki element have gpeei-
fically stated that they did not want
any outside assisiance. 'They may
be coming, to their senses in this
regard, but Lenine has certainly,
given no sign and most. people have
an idea that he and Trotzky have
been deliberately playing into the
Lands of Germany. Meanwhile the
ships of the Russian' fleet at Finland
are reported to Have been ‘deseried
by their crews, although it is said
that an effort will be made to re-
move the Dreadnougnis to Kron-
stadt. The chances, however, woald
seem to be that the whole lot wdllr
soon be in German hands. '

The latest air attacks upon Paris
was of a particularly severe nature,
@lthough four enemy planes were
trought down, and the Yorkshire
coast has -«also been visited. The,
blood-thirsty Tages Zeitung is now
calling for the destruction of four
hundred English towns by this
means.

The German Government has re- &

leased from special imprisonment
two British airmen who had drop-
ped printed matter from their ma-
chines. The British Government
had threatened reprisals to German

BOARD OF TRADE

The inaugural address of Mr.
Ellis, the new President of the Board
of Trade deals with & variety of mat-
ters.

The suggestion that active steps
should be taken to have the poten-
tialities of .the Grand River included
in Hydro Electric expenditures, is a
timely :one. - -Those at. all familiar
with that stream are strongly  in-
clined to the ‘belief that there s
much power:-now going to. waste.cap-
able of practical deve]opment.

The continnance of active \steps
with regard .to . Port Dover harbor
improvements, -is .alsQ nyged, " It is
true that the Union Government durv-
ing the war period, is éurtaning as
much as possible with regard to pubo-
lic outlays, but the -beneficial resulis
aceruing from . such .an outlay would
prove ‘of much practical benefit to a
large and important section

In the matter-of the Brantford gas
supply, now so offensive as to odor,
and inadeqguate ‘during extremely
cold weather, the suggestion was
made at the meeting of reversion to
the manufactured  article. That, of
course would involve the use of coal,
a sufficiently. scarce . article undef
present .circumstances

Elis very properly urged the
memberé 40 lend.their hearty co-op-
eraton in -the matter of farm help,
for increased production is aost d.-
cidedly one of the most urgent mat-
ters in connection with the war.
~ The Board of Trade is certainly
“ecapable of doing good ~work, but
there should be concentration rather
tham diffusion if the best results are
to be obtained.’ 0

The announcement is made that
a wave of c¢rime is sweeping over
Germany. Those at home have evi-

dently become jmbued with the

same spirit as the men at the front,

or in all probability it was simply

latent in both< cases.
ses%e

Beaver are to be killed in Algon-
quin+Park to be used for food pur-|iplans,
They will thus help to dam

poses.
the food shortage.
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.| pressure to less than 80 per-cent.
hand, processes for

. seems.to be better at the.right about

PEAT AS FUEL.

tario for the above /purpose lLas
again become a live question in
view of the fact that the fuel ghort-
age. of the passing winter is liable}
to be repeated next, unless compre-
hensive steps are taken to gffset the
danger. Experiments of the Mine

gshow that raw peat contains from
86 to 90 per -cemnt. of
form that cannot be reduced .by

On the -other v
removing the moisture by the ap-

too expensive to be of practical
benefit. That is why the afforis to
turn out a marketable fuel at a
profit have all failed, and it is more
improbable now than ever that the
problem - will be overcome in that
way. i

The fuel famine of this winter
and the warnings that scarcity mey,
also be loeked for next winter has
created remewed interest .in ' peat
deposits. So far as presently khown
the only economical method of pre-
paring peat for fuel purposes iz by
taking advantage. of the natural
driers—sun and wind. In Jhany
parts of the Scottish Highlands and
Ireland peat is the only.available
fuel all the year round, and the eui-
ting and drying of the peat is part]
of. the regular routine of wark. The
peat ‘stack is a common: feature .of!
the landscape, and the odor eof the
Deat reek is recognized whereyes
dwellings are found. Anyone for-
tunate enough to own a peat bog ean’
without other than laboy difticulty
secure for himself a sapply of this
excellent fuel and find 2 market
among his neighbors. In ’.Vestem
Massachusetts recently a test show-
ed that it could be rburne,d in é.n
crdinary stove ‘and. lasted well,
though :the volume of heat was less
than that derived from coal or wodd.j
NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Trotzky's lesignation had a good
deal of a string te" i»t for the stilil]
remains in Petxograd as the head
of the Revoluixonaxy Committee
ESER9S

Hamilton would feel quite lonely

without a murder mystery
hands.
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It appears that of the soldiers’
ballots counted itr England no fewer
than 104,371 -were rejeeted. Open
voting would have been better than
that mix-up,

[ X252 ]
In the matter of weather March

face.
I‘O'.

Newfoundland Las had a year of
prohibition and an official report
says that the results have been first
rate with a decreased revenue of
$400,000 secured from liquor taxes
more than' made up in the first
welve  months, .
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‘sucha.euon ag in their judgment iz

you to ‘use your leave,jﬁst ‘as’ you
have planned {0 use it, though if
you need any sort of help we will
endeavor to. be on. the/job, .

Jt’s just this, that some of us have
a feeling about you boys so far from
your own  homes, that makes 'us
want to.draw you into .our fire-
sides, ‘where we can explain how
proud we are of you, and you can’t
get away until we've finished what
‘'we have to say about you either,

You cap’t .possibly know what it
is to'be disqualified by Anno Domini
and such Teasons for almost all
forms of war activity except a little
‘bronchitis in the winter.. Baut
though our nerves may be out of
repair for mursing, and our u?eet ‘for
canteen’ work, our hearts still fune-
tion boys, and our hands are very
ready to welcome you. So don’t
forget to let them knowobefore you
start that you accept our. invitation
to.spend a few days of your leave
in our ‘homes, for, by so doing, you
will give a great ‘pleasure to The
“Y’s’” “Women of ‘London,

TOLL ROADS

(Conﬂnued .,from Page '1).
well as for commercial purposes, has
been encouraged in this eity. A
And whereas the Brantford Gas’
Company have mot .made a.dequa.te
provision fogy

First—Sufficient supply  of pure
gas (or,any other kind) to meet the
.demands of the citizens who have
gone to. the expense of putting in’
the fixtures.

Second—Or any storage faclliti,es
for the proper regulating or pres-
Sure on their: maing throughout the |
city or taking care of the require-
ments of its eustomers during the

dents on /the mains, i

Thitd—Or any auxiliary plant to
enable it to manufacture a sufficient
quwnttty to make up the shortage

"{that has been so severely felt during |

the winter months for geveral years
past. -

Fourth—Or mains
capacity to. properly distribute the
gas throughout the city.
Therefore, be it resolved that the
Board of Trade respectfully présent
‘this ‘matter tothe City Counéil with
the earnest request ‘that they take

aeemed “wise to' have the Brantford
Gas ' Company remedy the defeots in
their system and supply.
this board pledges its loyal support
to the City Couneil -and its willing-

power to have this sdrv;ice put om
its proper basis.
Toll Roads.

(A delegation from the Bran

necessary .shut-down -owing to acei-

of sutﬂeient

ness Lo assist by any meansg in its|

Repairing Promptly and
Carefully Attended to.
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fat the same time
Ahad plenty of time.

And that [Muir

ciation' were present.and dfp}:qq,
wood and James S '
dress the board members cancemg!g

THE Y.'S WOMEN OF AONDON;_ 7
Sare Jeanette Duncan, Brantfor
talented authoress, ds doipg g

has been published .there;. ot
To the Boys Overseas:— i,
Just listen a minute  {o .me,:;

want to tell you something. Th

wyou’re back at school or. homa with
mother. g
+ I hear you'vé ot. l,gavg, :ouri,een
‘Cayg of it, and n
or wanted. ' You’ll be coming over
to England, most likely to London,

it’s over as it do é’w. At ﬁtﬁggn;

know ‘a thing about us. That's not |
fair, because we know a lot a.bout
you—what you iook like, ard héw
you talk, and partiewlarly hew ¥o

wo want to knougy imere. ;I‘hgs As
gimply a - letter .of : introduction 16
put the matter siraignt.,

with more or less empty homes.
Some of us have boys at the front;1

But we!ve all got: 2 gga;e foom and
we. wani you to come ‘and use dt.
We want to act with. method 80 we

and a little change lIooks pretty good §8°
to you. There are a few of us hﬁw
that want it to 1ooK as good ‘after | ore

we are perfeot stmngers to you, wel.,
live all over ﬁondon and you don*ts

fight—the papers have told ;us, and !

We are just a: few womem-folk

(work in the Old Land as will be|
prisoners if’ t.his step was not taken. scen by the folloWwing letter which

' before it was dueimmaﬂb@

kmdsmﬁ&é%m
% ety prvei b Bt

e "'coB
roads being’

13'.%%' e .‘

some have no boys &o;s,ggd there. g °L avor 0

aitic

have lined up behingd the Y.M.C.A.,|

the orgafization to help .us. They
call us the Inte;mtiona,l .Le :
Hostesses. . It’s & hlg ”me, ut
are quite ordinary sized people.

far as I know there isn’t a dughoq
or a marchioness amongst .
though of course I won't pr
that there won’t be, mhe‘n they

us enjoying ourselves.
all sorts, of English wotmen. So
‘keepets forever if we can’t give yo
marmalade for breakfast. ' You
won’t mind, and ytm neédn’t eat it
if we do. Here and there you may

make apiple sauce and Johnny ca.ke
‘and tea bistuit. That will make up
for a Tot.

o

of us may feel disgraced as -housesy

. We dont want to coddle you, or s
to interfere. with your amusem!nt
»'We don’t want you to waste
o lot ofi yaluable time sitting  on '
| tancy chairs in a dmwingaroom 1,mmuc, o, WA

because it has -the  enterprise apd}

We are just o

- city. m not too
It ~was hinted

Fis the %0%%*; ‘

said that it would ba a gi(t

find a somebody who knows how to/jDrice.

Mderman Hurley furthet o
tested when' he said “that
e of Brantford were
ics and not mutorw
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. {Bob had not taken an interest in his:

- Iheld in
e |taken when our local member, Mr.y | [
M“me ‘brought the matter up in thel § Il

‘faccounts his ad :
'f sympathetic hearing. This could be

be DDY

as I had that year, tho at.

Jtimes Bob was sad as he thuoght or/
ispoke of -his mother. He gave me a
beautiful wrist watch, the only valu-
able present beside my engagement.
ring he had ever given me. Not that’
he had been ungenerous. He scarce-,
ly ever came without a box of bon-
bons, some flowers or a book. But
thi§ was something I ' could wear,
Jsomething which would remind me
of him every hour of the day. Often’
1/pressed my lips to it; and thought
egm)l!y that soon nothfng would

‘er separate us.’

Of "course I was very busy the
later part of the winter My trousseau
while a simple one such as fathor
could afford, was really going to he
quite domplete principally owing lo
the fact that mother and I sewed
steadily for months,
were both expert with the needle.
We made everything ' except ‘my
dx‘eSses and wrdps. My linen  ¢hest
: been mdqp,lly filling for years

vas now overflow. ayith
; linen’ a.ii hand 'embroider:
ed; and muskeﬂ with my monogram .-
41 expected®. of course. to marry and
commenced work ér my ‘linen. chest
1gie did; when we
'were seventeen. So you see I .had
One can do a
good deal in 12 years.
" Bob.wanted to. go -housekeeping
|at once. H¢ had ostensibly remained
at home since his mother’s death, but
{I knew he often stayed at the club
{rather than endure the disagreeable
{scenes which frequently occurred. be-
[tween him and' his father. I never
Jasked any questions, and Bob- never
told me .the cause of these disagress
'ments, but I imagined it was. hecause

[father’s business. Mr ‘Garrett was a
xe'zysoodq ‘man, and Bob hated . the
mention of ;the store. -

imeet'in of interested . par

Galt. . Another step ‘was
' Ontario Legislature, and from all

d.lll !urther if you “think

amah. o ;
on -the G%nnment The .idea |
iﬁ lf ouihle to have

It thfs ‘can’ -be aceo

pu les.
forward '-has

ed another step
; ~made, ‘and I would

’ d that your Council take
Msunupsoonas possible. < | .
?vFarm Help

meoq to, employ ‘a sten
hor. s0 that his office co
"opcn at a}l times; it

and that wel

received . al,

. the ‘Govern-{ F5% "
4 zle‘ni :lnclnde in rtheir  Hydro -esti- |
: tes for_ this year a sum of money |’
to. be set aside - for invesﬁgation

ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ“l

thing concerning Bob, - always
thaught, ‘As s00n as We. are married
he'll tell me everything.’ So I sel-
dom queationed, hlm ;

April. He had grown more and

our wedding drew near. He.did not
talk so much of his’

I did said bhe always  Dpossessed
‘Even mother noticed the change in
him and was delighted.

There. was one thing which wor-
ried me a little—but only -at’ ‘times,
and that was that 4s Bob seemed to
grow happier he appeared so much
younger,
twenty-five years he Yooked like a
boy, and when in.good spirits: acth
like one.

The hours: 1 used to spend before

my :hair,. the time I used to take
selecting the colors to wear to. make
1;ne Took younger would haye seemed
{’ fxiﬂus if i‘t had not beén pathetic,

mtil Elsie ha. s?oken as she did the
thought that the disparity in our ages
could mean anything never had ac-
curred to me. But her frank 'speech
had rankled. A never mentioned it
even to mother, yet it made me more
careful to always look my best, to
‘avoid anyth.ing which would empha—
size: my . age.

We were going to have' a small
not been dead qu;te a year. But my
dress was the clstomary one of ‘a
bride, white satinh, and orange "blos-
soms holding my .long tulle veil. It
had come home two weeks before wsa
were to be married, and every night
before I went to bed I locked the
door..and opeped the great box in
which it lay folded in tissue’
lan

I had become sure of his love by,
more demonstrative as the time for’

mother, and.
seemed - to be regaining ‘the spirits
#W«hlch people who ‘knew him before,

At times. in" spite of his,

the mirrer trying new'ways of doingi;

wedding beécause Bob’s mother hal’

paper. | .
ogked at it. Iwouldn’t have had :

Whenevar I wondered about any- mother catch me for the world It

was the act of a suly girl, not a
8rown, woman of twenty- eight—l
came Vvery near saying 'nine.’

We were going South for our wed-
ding trip. We were to be gone two

eeks. We'had' rented an apartment
on_Riverside Driveé, a small reason-
ably ‘priced apartmient but light and
very attractive. ‘We were to sfay with
mother while we furnished ‘it. Bob
wanted me to -go-ahead and furnish
it before we were ‘martied; but I de-
murred .

“I want you with me when we buy
the furniture,” I told him". He had
excellent taste, and I knéw ‘it would
be a treat to shop with him.

“All ‘right Margaret, hdave your
way but you know'I Khate shopping.”

“But this will beé so "different,
Bob. It's for our home you know,”
and I ‘blushed so that -he caught me
in his arms and whispered:

“I mean to make it'a happy one,
Margaret.”

“It will ‘be.”

“What makes you so sutre?””

“Because L love you:'so much and
——you love me,” I replied. © -

“One couldn’t help 1oving ‘you, you
are so good was Mhis only answer.
Someway it ‘¢hilled me. I didn’t want
to be told I'was ‘good,” I wanted to
be loved foolishly, to be ‘petted ani
fussed over. Buf I''put the'thought
of any lack behind me. It was Bob’s
way that was all.

That last two -weeks we .didn’t sece
as much of each’/other as usual. Bobh
had ‘to arrange'his buginess to be
away, and-I was 8o busy .with my
preparations that I was tired out. So
he considerately would run home
about 9 ©o’clock, leaving me to rest.

“A good thmg he does”, Elsie re-
marked ‘when' I tobld_her, #You ne-1
your beauty sleep if you are to look
your best tor the wéddm

1A g L
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