By Dorald G. French.
HANKSGIVING Day as cele-
brated thruout Canada
partakes largely of the na-
ture of a harvest-hom»
festival, and it is, no
doubt, to the influence of
that time-honored insti-
tution in the Old Land
that we may attribute the
establishment here cf this
annual national ‘observ-
ance. Historically, however, we may
trace it back to the Pilgrim Fathers
who set\t‘led in the New England
States in 1620, and-“many of whose
descendants came iaier to Canada
after the Reveluticnary war and we:re
known as the United Empire Loyai-
ists.

Turkeys and Thanksgiving.are al-
ways closely assocviated but the rea-
son is not generally known or thougl.t
of. Fu[ the explanation we must go
back to ths founding of the day in
America. It was after the first in-
gathering of the harvest by the P.l-
grim Fathers in their home in lxe
~New World. And it should be not3d
that the harvest had not been a par-
ticularly abundant one, and, further
that-the day was set apart to con-
sider not only the immeodiate mercies
as represented by the harvest, but
the bhleesings of providence extended
to them thruodut the year. Four mer
gént -out by Goévernor Bragford to
shoot wild fowl, that fhe colony
might, in the words of the sovernor
“after a more speclal manner rc-
joice together”. And hecause Lhe

wild turkey, no doubt, garnished the
feast -at the first Thanksgiving din-

ner, his domesticated relative now
holds the place of honor on manjy
Thanksgiving tables.
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OR many years the autumnal ‘“feast of ingathering”
F was merely an occasional festival, as wunexpected
prosperity or unhoped for aid in adversity moved
the Pilgrim Fathers to a special act of praise. During
the Revolutionary war the feast became a national one in
the States and was observed annually; but after‘ 1784
when a general thanksgiving for peace was held, it lost
{ts national character, and except on' a few specialiy
proclaimed occasions was observed only in the New Eng-
land’ States until 1863. In 1863 and 1864, durln/ the
Civil War, President Lincoln issued proclamations recom-
mending annual thanksgiving, and since that time a day
of thanksgiving has been regularly proclaimed every year
thruout the United States.
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OLLOWING the custom of their Wew England rel-
F atives the people of Halifax in 1763 proeclaimed
a day of Thanksgiving for the conclusion of the
peace that gave (dlld(l.‘. to Great Britain. Thruout the
colonies of British North Ameriea days of Thanksgiving
were frequently proclaimed, but these were on special
oceasions and not as an annual observance. The first
Thanksgiving Day in Lower Canada was preclaimed on
the 22nd of December, 1798, and observed on‘the 10th
of January, 1799, SIn signal vietory over our enemy and
for’ the manifold and inestimable blessings which onr
Kingdoms and Provinces have reccived and daily coan-
tinue to receive.” The first proclamation of-a day of
Thanksgiving in Upper (znada appears to he dated (he
17th of May, 1816, and was observed' on the 18th of
June, 1816, for the end of the war between Great Britain
d France. After Confederation the irst proclamation
issued on the 1st of March, 1872, for the retsoration

of the health of the Prince of Wales. The first of the
annual Thanksgiving Days, which are now observed, was
proclaimed ‘on. the §ith of October, ‘1879, and observed
on the 6th of November, 1879. Sifiee that time pro-
clamations have been-issued every year. . For some time

“the date was made to correspond =with that ‘observed in

the United States, but it was generally felt that this was
too late in the year tc serve the purpose of a harvest,
festival and also!that it fell toc near the celebration of
Christmas. It was, therefore, put back. to October, be-
ing obsarved usually en a Thursday. _Repjtekent&tions
made by commercial travelers resulted in the govern-
ment's selection of Monday to 'enable the- commerclpl
men to gpend the holiday at home as well as -to allow
many city folk to eat Thanksziving turkey . at_the old
homestead. - The tnrke)q are now whrned to be ready

\for ‘the tirird Mcnday in -October,
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