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Handed to Militia De-
| partment Last May

*The site granted for the Rossland drill
hall has been transferred to the militia
department of the federal administra-
tion, so that the only preliminary to
the construction of the drmory is the
passage for the necessary appropriation
at the forthcoming session of parlia-
ment. :

As all the other companies of the
Rocky Mountain Rangers have been
equipped with drill halls, and as the
Reossland appropriation was once in ef-
fect with the site proviso to make it
subsisting, there seems to be no reason
to doubt that an appropriation will be
forthcoming without any special effort.

It has developed that on May 23rd last,
Lieutenant-Colonel Holmes, district offi-
«er commanding, receivéd from the de-
partment of lands and works at Vic-
toria, the agreement deeding the court

bouse block lots to the militia depart-
ment for drill hall purposes, and that

Colonel Holmes promptly transmitted
the deeds to Ottawa. When the point
was raised a few days ago as to this
transfer, the foregoing information was
elicited from Colonel Holmes, and it
will have the effect of putting an end t>
speculation on the site question.

With matters in their present shape,
most citizens favor allowing the drill
hall question to work oiut its solution
without further debate, lest the con-
struction of the premises should again
be delayed. While some are still dis-
posed to the opinion that the appearance
of the court house may be marred to
some extent, it is pointed out that the
fact of a heavy foundation wall being
required._for a structure on the present
site will make it possible for the militia-
men to have an excellent basement for
shooting galleries, bowling alleys, etc.,
which might be difficult of attainment
were the hall erected elsewhere.

Almost 600 People
At Rink Opening

With clash of brass and merry
laughter of hundreds of skaters, the
skating season was formally inaugur-
ated last night at the skating rink.
The event was eagerly awaited and the
opening night drew out 360 people,
most of whom were on the ice for a
portion of the evening at least.

The management of the Tink has had
much to contend with in connection
with preparing the rink for skating,
but at last their difficulties were over-
come, although there is a grave danger
of the good work being partially un-
done if the weather does not stiffen
up and a few degrees of frost take the
place of the present mild temperature.

Weather permitting, skating will be
available daily for the balance of the
season. The management finds it im-
possible to tell in advance at this sea-
son whether the rink will be open
every day, and a system of signals has

been devised whereby tlge public may

be informed of conditions without
walking up to the rink and meeting
with posgible disappointments. It is
proposed to hoist a flag at noon daily
if the rink is to be open on the evening
of that day. The flag at topmast on the
rink will mean, therefore, that skating
can be had, whereas the non-appear-
ance of the Union Jack will indicate
that the weather is too  mild for the
pastime. It goes without saying that
the management will put forth every
effort to have the ice in shape .daily,
but weather conditions are not amen-
able to human dictation, hence it may
be essential occasionally to close the
rink for a day or so. The advertising
columns of The Miner will -be utilized
to keep the public posted with regard
to the rink. .

It ig proposed, as usual, to give var-
jous carnivals during the season, and
the first of the series will be awaited
with keen interest.

Turns City Premises , v
‘to Fraternity

Over

The clt‘y fathers held their regular
meeting last night and disposed of a
wvariety of matters accumulated during
the preceding week.

One of the principal features of the
business adduced was the reception
and approval of the lease to be exe-
cuted jointly between the corporation
and the Sons of St. George, whereby
the society secures the library prem-
ises at the fire hall for the reading-
Toom and library which it has under-
taken to establish.

The lease provides that tHe fraternity
shal¥ have and hold the library prem-

. ises for a period of five years, but the
document expressly stipulates that the
corporation shall have the right to ter-
minate the arrangement at any time
upon giving one month’'s notice, and
that the corporation is not to be liable
for any damages or compensation by
Teason of such termination,

The Sons of St. George undertake to

keep the library premises in repair,
and net to assign or sub-let without
permission. The fraternity is to fur-
nish and maintain the institution as a
free library and all furniture, fixtures,
books or literature placed in the prem-
ises are to become the property of the
corporation upon the expiration ‘or
sooner termination of the agreement.

The society is given the right to close
the library to the public between the
hours of 6 p. m. and 12 p. m. on the
first and third Fridays of each month.
This is the night on which the frater-
nity meets, and their intention is to de-
vote the funds otherwise required for
lodge room rentals to the purchase of
literature for the library.

A meeting of the rooms and literature
committees of the Sons of St. George
took place last night, at which the
agreement was submitted. It meets
the approval of the society and will be

executed forthwith,

Curlers Held
And

[eeting
Elected SKkips

The room of the Rossland Curling
Club at the skating rink was crowded
Jast night with members of that organi-
zation called together for the purpose
of receiving the report of the special
committee appointed at the last meet-
ing of the club to frame a constitution
and bylaws. The report of the .special
committee was read and adopted.

After the adoption of the constitu-
tion and bylaws the election of some
thirteen new members was gone into.
The taking in of these new members
has added considerable strength to the
local organization, the total member-
ship being now a little above eighty,
which makes the Rossland Curling club
the strongest in.point of membership in
this section of British Columbia.

The most important matter to come
before the attention of the local curl-

ers-last night was the election of the}

club skips for the season. On a ballot
being taken the following members
were elected club skips: J. S. C.
Fraser, H. H. Smith, Dr. Campbell, W.
McQueen, A. H. MacNeil, R. W.
Grigor. In addition to the foregoing,
the following members of the club were
elected ' skips to play in the club
matches: A. W. Strickland, Dr. Kerr,
F. W. Pretty, W. M. Wood, J. M. Mac-
donald, A. B. Mackenzie, A. M. 'Stew-
art, T. 8. Gilmour, E. A. Rolf, Donald
Guthrie, Dr. Coulthard, A. B. Barker
and Rev. A. M. Sandford.

The skips then drew for rinks, which
resulted as follows:
J. H. Watson
Ray Wilson
H. G. Oliver
A. B. Barker, skip

H. H. Johnson

J. A. Macdonald
W. F. McNeill .
A. M. Stewart, skip A.

J. W. Spring
Hiram P. McCraney
Rev. H. G. Gunn
Dr. Coulthard, skip

Dr. Kenning

'W. J. Nelson
Chas. M. Oliver
Dr. Campbell, skip

Harry McIntosh
W. L. McMillan

E. B. Kirby

N. F. Townsend
Col. G. M, King
Macneill, skip.

Gillara

V. Jenkins

I. Dunn
Mackenzie skip

A.
G.
C

John Robinson
R. W. Drew
Prin. McTaggart
W. M. Wood, ski;

Robt. A, Grant
Martin Dolan
James Hunter
D. Guthrie, skip

Dan Bruhn
George Kerr

Norman MclInnes
E. A. Rolf, skip -

;Harry Daniel

Jas. H. Young
Harry Bell

A. Strickland, skip

Principal Bruce
J. H. Wize

L. A. Campbell
H. H. Smith, skip

‘W. McKay

Dr. Milloy

Eugene Croteaun
-F. W. Pretty, skip

Judge Boultbee
Robert Lamont e
Lee Coombs J. Welsh

R. W. Grigor, skip ~"W. MeQueen, skip

Skip Thomas S. Gilmour has' Gordonq
Logan and George Urguhart on his rink,
with another man wanted to fill. New
members will be placed on rinks frow
time to time.

The above mentioned skips are parti-
cularly requested to see the respective
members of their rinks and arrange
for matches, as the club matches will
be drawn and played off as soon as
possible. The meeting, after going into
some other business that came up ad-
journed at 11 o’clock.

A. G. Larsen
Dr. Kerr, skip

Rev. C.W. Hedley
J. B. Johnson
Ross Thompson
J. 8. Fraser, skip

James Anderson
J. H. Mackenzie
A. W. Dyer
A.M. Sanford, skip

J. M. Macdonald
J. Lewis

Maxe Crowe

J. Maedonald, sk’p

John Dunlep
J. 8. Deschamps

MAY LAND CATTLE.

Under Certain Restrictions—Announce-
ment of Gazette.

)

LONDON , Dec. 9.—The Board of
Agriculture Gazette today announced
that special orders had been - issued
permitting the Cunard Line steamer
Sylvania from Boston November 30 for
Liverpool, and the Leyland Line
steamer California from Portland,
Maine, November 30 for the same port,
to land live stock under certain restric-
tions. :

DESTROYED BY FIRE.

LADYSMITH, Wis., Dec. 9.—Ingram,
a lumbering town of 125 people on the
Soo railroad, has been destroyed by
fire, according to a message received

here today.
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Man Killed and '
Works Badly Wrecked

Yesterday was an {llstarred day for
the Cascade Water Power & Light
company. An employe of the company
was electrocuted' at the works, 4nd
heavy damage was done to the power
house through a broken pipe flooding
the premises.

Thomas Bagley, of Eastons Corner,
Ontario, who had been employed at the
works for the past six months, was the
vietim of the fatality. He grasped a
telephone wire which proved to be
carrying a heavy electrical current, and
was burned to death. It is presumed
that the telephone wire had crossed one
of the cables carrying the eleotrical
current for distribution, and that the
insulation had become worn, permit-
ting the telephone wire to divert the
power. For several hougs the em-
ployes of the company, worked over

2

Bagley’s inanimate form, but all efforts
at resuscitation failed. An inquest will
be held. b ;

The wreck, at the power house was
caused by the breaking of a valve in
the main supply pipe. This released a
large quantity of water pent in under
a strong head, and the torrent thus set
free tore away half of the west wall of
the power house. s

No damage of importance was done
to the valuable machinery installed in
the premises, but it is stated that the
plant will be closed down for a csuple
of months until repairs are completed,
thus seriously interfering with the
company’s operations. The Granby and

other Phoenix mines and the Granby|

smelter purchase power from the Cas-
cade company, but it is not known to
what' extent their operations will be
hampered.

oy

"CITY NEWS

WORTHY MOVE—
A movement is on foot to tender a
complimentary banquet to Bernard

Macdonald, M. E, and ‘William
Thompson, M. E., in the very near fu-
ture.

LAST SAD JOURNEY—

The remains of the late Mrs. John C.
Murphy were taken  to = Davenport,
‘Wash., yesterday for interment. Prior
to the departure of the train services
were conducted by Rev. A. M. Sanford,
B. A., pastor of the Methodist church,
at the home of the deceased.

WANTS TAXES CUT—

Mrs. Nadean, who owned .the Spo-
kane hotel premises burned in the big
August fire, has written the city 'di-
recting attention to the loss she suffer-
ed at that juncture and requesting that
her taxes be reduced accordingly. The
matter will be dealt with by the city
council,

DRIVE OVER CEMETERY—

The city counecil, on recommenda-
tion of the committee having the mat-
tqr in hand, has granted certain milk-
men permission to run a sleigh road
across the city cemetery . during the
winter months, provided $25 ig deposit-
ed to cover costs of repairs that may
be necessary in spring. 4

GAVE FREE WATER—

A grant of $160 has been made by the
corporation to the Sisters™ hospital.
This sum is sufficient to cover the
water rates -of the institution for a
year, and the appropriition’ therefore
means that the hospital receives free
water. A similar course was followed
last year.

ENTRANCE EXAMS—

The examinations in the public
schools for entrance to the high school
commence here on Monday next. David
‘Wilson, public school inspector, will be
in thé city for the purpose of getting
the work under way. Mr. Wilson is ex-
pected to remain here several days in
connection with the examinations.
SALVATION ARMY~—

There will be special meetings on
Saturday and Sunday next, December
12 and 14, conducted by Staff-Captain
Taylor, -the D. O. of this  district.
Everybody should hear him. The meet-
irg on Sunday at 8 p. m. is public, and
the subject for 8 p. m. is, “The Great-
est Need of the 20th Century.”” All wel-
come.

HIS FIRST VISIT—

M, H. Murtha, assistant superinten-
dent and trainmaster of the Spokane
Falls & Northern road, was in the city
yesterday, accompanied by C. H, Pres-
cott, master mechanic. Mr. Murtha
recently attained his pressnt post after
serving for some time in the capacity
of chief clerk at the head office. Yes-
terday he paid his first visit to Ross-
land in his new capacity.

WORTH WATCHING—

An ever present source of danger to
pedestrians during a thaw such as the
present soft period, is the presence of
several feet of snow on the roofs of
buildings. Miniature slides are likely
to occur at any moment, and should
these slides contain ice an unlucky
passer-by might easily meet with pain-
ful injuries. The outside of the side-
walk is safest just now.

o
VERY ILI— '

The many friends of Dr. Sinclair
will be sorry to léarn of -his severe
illness. Dr. Sinclair has been very ill
Guring the past four weeks, and at
present shows little signs of improve-
ment. He has been able to move
around occasionally, but his sickness
took a turn for the worse on each oc-
casion. He is being attended off and
on by all the physicians of the city.

; —

FROM SALMO—

J. W. Holmes, of the Holmes Mining
Syndicate of Salmo, has been in the city
during the past few days looking after
some mining matters. Mining conditions
are at a standstill at the present in
the Salmo district, none of the properties
being worked outside of the Queen mine,
a free milling gold proposition that is
‘owned by the Holmes syndicate. Mr.
Holmes leaves in a couple of days for.
Salmo. o

RULES FOR EXAMS—
It may be stated that the paragraph
of the “Manual of the School Law’” un-=
der which the present examinations in
the public schools are conducted reads
as follows: ‘“‘Special examinations held
for the purpose of classifying the
pupils of a graded school shall be oral
for classes below the sénior grade, but
in all classes the judgment of the
teachebs, who have respectively taught
the pupils during the preceding term,
should chiefly determine the
lists.”

NEEDS ATTENTION—

An effort should be made to have the

snow-cleaning bylaw apply to the sec-
tion of Spokane street between First
and Second - avenué. This portion of
the street is used by a large number
of people, particularly since the rink
was opened. There .is only a narrow
track down the centre of the sidewalk
at present, and the handrail is a moeck-
ery for the reason that it is impossible
to get. near it. If the owners cannot
be induced tq clean the sidewalk, the
city should do so in ‘the interests of
citizens generally.

ROBBED— ’

J. H. Hungerford, who returned Sun-
day night from a trip through the
northern section of British Columbia,
had 'several expériences en route that
were interesting to say the least. At
Kamloops somebody helped themselves

to a satchel and other things he had!

left while on a trip through the town.
While going from one town to another
a2 woman accidentally stepped off the
train, but was found later by the train
c¢rew walking to the next station prac-
tically unhurt. The only injuries she
sustained was from a broken wrist.
His last experience on the road was an
attack of appendicitis, which compelled
him to lay over at Revelstokz a couple
of days.

A LADY WRITES—

A correspondent informs The Miner
that he sent a copy of this paper to a
lady friend in Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia. In acknowledging receipt she
‘wrote: “What a splendid way the Ross-
land people and other friends of the late
Father Pat chose to show perfectly their
love for him in contributing for the
purchase of that ambulance. Such 2
very beautiful one in every sense of he
#voyd I mever before heard of.. Don't
you, think it would be a good idea ‘o
send a eopy of the paper to one of the
principal doctors here? He might start
the idea of obtaining similar ambulances
for Sydney. Let us hope that it will
not.be a distant day ere Rossland’s »x-
ample in this direction will be emulated
here. Those in use here have no rubber
tires, so they ‘rattle the bones over the
stones,” and over the wood block paved
streets, of the sick people until one
can imagine them ecrying out with the
pain of so much shaking. Outside they
very much resemble the ‘Black Maria;”

| inside they may be comfortable enough,

I dare say they are. I am sure, though,
there’ is no place inside for the nurse,
who is always seated outside with the
driver.”

THE CANADA
FOOTBALL TEAN

TORONTO, Dec. 9. — The Evening
Telegram’s London cable says: The Al-
Jan liner Bavarian with the Canada foot-

ball team on board arrived at Moville
at 9 o’clock this morning. They ouglt
‘to be at -Liverpool Landing at 8 o’clock
tomorrow morning. 'The team did no%
disembark at Londonderry. The match
scheduled for Liverpool tomorrow is
postponed, as it was not thought that the
visitors, as a whole, would be in gond
playing condition after the rough vov-
age. It is expected that it will be played
as the windup of the series. The first
game will be at Belfast on Saturday.

A VICIOUS SOW.

The Fearful Experience of James Lovatt
at Thessalon.

THESSALON, Ont, Dee. 8.—James
Lovatt, postmaster at Dayton, while do-
ing some .chores in the yard on Satur-
day, was seized with a fainting fit and
fell to the ground unconscious, and while
in that condition was partially devoured
by a sow which was running about the
yard. The flesh was gouged entirely
from his face, and his head and breast
is almost free of flesh. His stomach
was torn out and his legs and arms|
are fearfully lacerated. The deceased
was alone at the time, the family having
gone away.

SENATOR O’'DONOGHUE DEAD.

TORONTO, Dec. 8.—Senator John
O’Donoghue, liberal, died yesterday,
aged 78 years. He was appointed to
the senate in 1882,

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE.

TORONTO, Dec. 8.—Julius, Kamm of
the Davenport road shot himself in the
mouth ‘with supposed sui¢idal intent Sat-
urday, and is now in St. Michael’s hos-
pital at the point of death.

DIPHTHERIA NEAR QUEBEC.

QUEBEC, Dec. 8.—An epidemic of
diphtheria at Deschambault, near here,
a number of deaths have occurred.
Dozens of children are laid up with the
malady, which is of a most severe type.

promotion There were eight or ten deaths from

the disease last week,
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| without awaiting the reply of the

LAN SITUATION

"CARACAS, Dec. 9—All British @nd
German subjects in Caracas were ar-
rested today.

KINGSTON, St. Vincent, Dee. 9.—
The British ‘cruiser Indefatigable,
which has arrived heré from LaGuaira,
Venezuela, brings reports from Presi-
dent Castro that that country is defiant
and indifferent to the threatened
blockade. It is asserted that President
Castro is prepared even to expel the
German and British residents in La
Guaira and to close that port.

CASTRO’S STATEMENT.

CARACAS, Dec. 9.—President Castro
received the correspondent of the.As-
sociated Press at Merafloreg Palace to-
day. In reply to questions the presi-
dent of Venezuela said:

“The Venezuela government has not
received any ultimatum, properly
speaking, but rather simultaneous re-
quests from Great Britain and Ger-
many. The claims Great Britain asks
this government *to settle are small,
and up to the present we have not been
aware of them. Never having been
aware of them Venezuela has conse-
quently never refused to settle them.
Great Britain’s action is\ therefore
without justification. The Venezuelan
government cannot decide on foreiga
claims before the revolution has been
entirely crushed. At present the gov-
ernment has the re-establishment ot
public order or other questions which
might necessarily be subservient to
this object. Nevertheless to. prove
Venezuela’s desire to settle all pending
claims in a comfortable manner the
government issued a decree during the
last session of congress, November 28,
creating a committee, to which all
pending claims should begreferred. No
claims have been presented to this com-
mittee and no claims have been' re-
Jected. There has been no denial of
Jjustice, why then should foreign chan-
celleries intervene, thereby ignoring)
our laws and endeavoring to viblate
our natijonal sovereignty? We do not
understand this action.”

The correspondent then said to Presi-
dent Castro:

“What do you intend to do in view of
the present attitude of the powers?”

President replied:

“Enforce our rights and explain to
the world that Venezuela has laws,
and prove that we have never denied
our engagements.” & '

The president was then asked what
reply the Venezuelan government
would make to the requests handed it
by the German and British envoys. He
replied, after reflection:

“The Venezuelan government is as-
tonished - after the notes which were
transmitted by the diplomatic repres-
entatives of Germany. and Great Brit-
ain. These envoys should leave Caracas

Venezuelan government.” g

The correspondent then asked Presi-
dent Castro what course he intended to
pursue should the powers declare a
blockade.

The president excused himself from
answering thig question.

No ultimatum had been delivered to
Venezuela up to 2 o'clock this after-
noon. Should Venezuela refuse or fail
to reply to the notes of-Great Britain
and Germany it is believed that an ulti-
matum will then be delivered. The
uitimatum would possibly be transmit-
ted by Admiral Douglas, commanding
the combined British and German
fleets, or by the captain of:the Britfsh
cruiser Retribution. -

ULTIMATUMS TO VENEZUELA.

LONDON, Deec. 8.—Great Britain and
Germany have presentel ultimatums 1o
Venezuela, which will be followed up
by the seizure of the ecustoms unless
a satisfactory settlement is forthcom-
ing within a brief period. The ultimat-
ums have a time limit, but the exact
date cannot be ascertained here. The
foreign office states with regard to the
time limit:

“It is & reasonable time in which Vene-4
zuela can satisfy the injured govern-
ments. Both notes are practically iden-
tical, but the amounts of the claims are
different. The notes merely reiterate
the continued disregard by the Vene-
zuelan government of all our represen-
tations specified in our claims, and de-
mand immediate action ofi the part of
President Castro’s government there-
with.”

The British government’s case is prac+
igally identi with the statements
made ip previous dispatches from Lon-
don, in which it was announced the pre-
sent action was contemplated. The Brit-
ish ultimatum met with a hostile recep-
tion. ' British Minister Haggard has al-
ready been instructed to go aboard a
warship, or, if that is impracticable, to
go into the neighboring British eolony.

The foreign office, however, would not
appear to'anticipate such a contingency
for, a moment nor does it look forward
to any startling development within the
next few. days. Premier Balfour’s an-
nouncement in the course of ecomment
today is regarded aq merely the obvious
culmination of the situvation, which has
been becoming critical for the last three
months, f

The Associated Press correspondent
learns that complicated eircumstances
have arisen in the ability of the foreign
office to communicate with Minister
Haggard. The officials here believe that
he is still in Caracas, but owing to the
reported break in the cable they are
quite ignorant as to what steps are
taken or what the Venezuelan govern-
ment intend to'do.

The foreign office is hourly awaiting
important dispatches from Caracas, but
up to a late hour tonight none had
reached here. While the government is
rather worried at the inability to get an
answer from Minister Haggard, they are
in no way seriously alarmed, especially
as inquiries have revealed the faet that
the Venezuelan representatives are in
a similar situatfon. The foreign office
say:

“There is not the slightest desire to
coerce Venezuela, and if an answer had

B —

protests no such action as now take
would have been needed.’ It wag Ihn
persistent and insulting disregarq .
all representations which compelleg
to move. It is nmow too late
day for anything but diplomatie a;
ments to be aceepted as satisf
our injuries. When the fleets
sembled. there is scarcely time
with bankers, and a financial settlemey
should have been suggested long v
and would have been weleomed 1), bot}
Germany and ourselves. However ..
bona fide proposition. will receive .‘.“,.‘
ful consideration. Reconstruction k
commercial parties is always better ;1,;:]

to
us
in the
'Tange.
action fOX‘
have g
to deg]

ago,
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the Vepezuelan finances can be
plishéd to the satisfaction’ of ou
matic claims and individual 1
Germany and Great Britain
achieved their ends.”

ac¢com-
r diplo.
0sses, }“’Ih
will haye

3 CARACAS, Dec. 8.—The British min.
ister, A. H, D. Haggard, and the Ger-
man charge d’affaires, von Pilgrim Bal-
tazzi, left Caracas at 3 o’clock this af-
ternoon for LaGuaera, where Minister
Haggard went on board the Briti,\:h
cruiser Retribution, and Herr von Pil-
grim Baltazzi aboard the German cruis-
er Vinetaux. Both the British ang the
German legations have been closed.

CARACAS, Dec. 8.—The Venezuelan
press publishes an open letter from
President: Castro on the imbroglio with
Great Britain and Germany. In this
communication President Castro says:

“Foreign cablegrams relate that cer-
tain -foreign nations, among them
Great Britain and Germany, have ailied
themselves together to carry out actg
of violence and aggressiveness against
Venezuela, and their manner of op-
taining the resumption of the Payment
of interest on the public debt, is sus-
pected as a consequence of the revoly-
tion that I lately crushed. Notwith-
standing the official character of this
news I refused to believe it, because it
is inconceivable that nations which en-
tertain cordial and friendly relations
with Venezuela should prefer to assert
their force rather than follow the dip-
lomatic path, especially when the sup-
posed difference comesg fully within the
Jurisdiction of our laws, which are
based on the principle of Jjustice, which,
together with the other attributes of
authority, I have just redeemed. Had
Venezuela refused to fulfill her fiscal
engagements and had justice and
diplomacy expressed their resources
againist such an attempt, only then
could such exireme acts be expected,
but this will never happen.”

President Castro explains, further on,
that his government has not increased
the debt of Venezuela, and that he paid
all that was owed during the Vene-
zuelan revolution, including the Ger-
man and other railroad freight charges
occasioned by the transportation of
troops. These acts, he says, should
prove the honesty of his administration
and what foreigners should expect cf
him.. Peace is not far off, and with it
the fulfillment of all his promises. He
continues:

“Honorably I cannot Jo more.
honer first and will not seek excuses
to disarm foolhardy enemies, by humi-
lations. which would offend the dignity
of the Venezuelan people, and which
would not be in accordance with my
pure life. I repeat, J do not believe
these alarming versions. 'The cause of
our national dignity is based on the
right of our possession of justice, and
on our relation of friendship and mu-
tual respect for foreign nations.”

President Castro concludes, recom-
mending the Venezuelan press to ob-
Serve discretion and act as demanded
by such an important matter.

COMMENT OF LONDON PAPERS.

LONDON, Dec. 9.—The London pap-
ers this morning comment on the ulti-
matum to Venezuela. They show no
further concern regarding the attitude
of the United States, which it is taken
for granted will be on the side of a
friendly neutrality, but the papers are
concerned as to the exact extent Ger-
many and Great Britain are acting in
unison. Premier Bailfour’s rather eva-
sive reply to the question whether the
ultimatum was joint or identical, together
with the fact that the German official
statement, unlike that of Mr. Balfour,
did not mention Great Britain as acting
in conjunction with Germany, and, in
fact, hardly mentioned Great Britain at
all, is considered, to say the least, curi-
ous. Some complaint is also made in the
press that the government is not pre-
pared to lay papers dealing with the
question before parliament, but on the
whole it is not considered that there
will be any necessity to employ force.
It is assumed that once Venezuela is
conyinced that she has no show of sup-
port from the United States she will find
means to satisfy the Anglo-American de-
mands,

THE POWER OF THE TRUSTS.

Satan stepped into the furnace-room,
gazed into. the bottomless pit for a few
minutes, and walked over to the ther-
mometer,

“Here!” he thundered when he had
noted the figires, “shovel in more coal,
or some of the gentlemen down there
will be having influenza!” ¢

“We can’t, your majesty,” responded
Azrael, the head fireman;
none.”

“No coal?” stormed his majesty. 4

“No, sire; not since the coal trust
gentlemen arrived. They’ve organized &
combine and ‘we can’t get a lump.”

“Oho!” laughed his majesty; “they’re
at their old tricks, are they? Well,
just dump a few barrels of oil. That'll
make a cheerful fire.”

«“The oil trust magnates haye also
arrived;- your majesty,” explained the
faithful Azrael.

The brow of Satan grew black.

“Chuck in a lot of hams and shoulders
and send an imp up to sit on the safety-
valve,”” he commanded sternly; for he
had had experience on a Mississip)f
river steamboat and knew his business.

Azrael trembled, but he could not tell
a lie. “The pork packers’ combine has
been with us for several days, your ma<
jesty,” he said briefly, :
“Satan gave Cerberns a kick in the
ribs which almost stopped the animal’s
vitality, and started for the door. “Well 5
he explained, “these trusts beat hell, a0
no mistake!” L .
And Azrael, bowed by the weight ©
combinations, leaned on his shovel and
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: Qre Production Shows Ga
. Tons Over Last Year--

_ Rossland’s Big Mines--P

Increased shipments from the Le Roi
and Centre Star mines makes last week’s
production in the Rossland camp some-
what larger than for the preceding per-
jod. Over 7000 tons of ore was sent
to the various smelters, thus maintain-
ing the normal average of the camp.
& The:-Velvet.anine resumed shipments
‘during the week, the first car of or
reaching the Northport smelter about
the middle of the period. The manage-
ment - wisely desisted from attempting
to ship ore while the wagon road was
doubtful, but now that the road is in
admirable shape, ore is being moved
as before. The propability of a- long
steady winter points to extensive ship-=
ments from the Velvet. It is stated
that the standard established during
the fall — $20, per ton — will be main-
tained. 2

The old trouble of meagre coke sup-
plies is still vexing the Northport smelit-
er, and probably has some effect upon
the plans of the Le Roi. Three fur-
naces are in operation out of the battery
of six, and until the whole plant is in
operation the Leé Roi is not likely to

| jncrease its shipments. The calciners

at the smelter are also being used.
Centre tSar and War Eagle shipmeats
remain about Wwhere they have been,
for some weeks, The past ‘week saw the
Centre Star’s tonnage somewhat larger
as compared to the preceding week,
while the output of the War Eagle drop-
ped slightly. The month’s aggregate 18

" maintained however.

The White Bear and Homestake ure
working steadily, on development exclu-
gively, of course. Theid operations will
be folowed with more than ordinary n-
terest for reasons obvious. ;

The Nickel Plate and Kootenay mines
are being submitted to a thorough in-
spection by C. Williamson Milne, chair-
man of the beard of directors, who oas

sent the week in the city. Mr. Milne

ming the situation from every
and the report which he willl

* make to his directors will undoubted‘.y

important bearing on the natu-e|
ompany’s intentions with respect |
Rossland properties. The inter-
eature in conection with the

v s SyS r"rés ng 3
ores and the establishment of reducti™
wg!h on the plans adopted. It has
‘been. stated that tests indicate that
Kootenay ore is admirably adapted tor,
smelting on the pyritic system—an ideal
ore for this process, in fact—and that it

W‘ yield a handsome profit after pay- |

costs of treatment by pyrit-
e’ smelting. It has also been asserted
that 'the Pohle-Croasdale system: «f
treatment by volatilization is adapt:1
o the treatment of Kootenay ores on |
profitable margin. The company now .as |
in the Kootenay mine an enormous ton- |
nage of ore blocked out, and it wouid,
therefore, seem reasonable to presume

ingf the low

‘that the problem of realizing on these1

ore deposits is now under advisement

The Continen
Continu

Heérr Albert Klockmann of Spokane
is in the city for a few days in con-
nection with his local interests. Herr
,Klockmann has recently returned from
an extensive trip to the east, where he
wasg in consultation with the directors
of the Continental mine in regard to the
program for the ensuing year.

Great hopes are entertained for the

) tal mine, the Idaho silver-lead|
property with which Mr. Klockmann}
became identified some years ago, and
which is now in the hands of a strong
corporation headed by Duluth capital-
ists with Mr. Klockmann as manager
and one of the largest individual stock-
holders. The development to date jus-
tifies the corporation’s outlay, and has|
induced them to proceed with further
expenditures, the effect of which will
be to make the property an important
factor in the silver-lead producing
mines of the Northwestern States.

The principal feature of the program
for 1903 in connection with the Contin-

One of the most enjoyable dances of
the year was given last night at Odd
Fellows’ hall by Maple Leaf Temple No.
4, Rathbone Sisters. The dance was
the second one given in this city oy
the order, and proved not only more
Succesgful than the previous dance, but

e enjoyable as well. 0Odd Fellows’

was comfortably filled by the time

the first dance ‘was announced. By 10

Q’chk all the available space was taken

up, which speaks well for the success
of the dance.

issning the invitations the

:w_ me Sisters at their last meeting

" deeided to appoint a special floor com-

tee to prevent confusion. The com-

¢ in charge last night and appomt-

8d by the Rathbone Sisters were Mr.

mlﬁu D. Thomas, Mrs. Schott, Mrs,
MecKeown and Mrs, Roberts.

_As there were quite a few people Who

dropped in and then left, nothing like




