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A GRAND VICTORY.

It would be hard to exaggerate the
dmportance to Rossland of the victory
gained at the polls Thursday by the
Citizens’ Ticket.
full meaning one has but to think over

To comprehend its

ghe disastrous consequences - which
would have resulted from the success
of the other side. TI;e Miner has so
frequently pointed to these and dwelt
apon them at length that it is hardly
secessary to review them here in de-
tail. The in the
agitators’ the

purpose involved

attempt to capture
qnunicipal government was quite open-
4y declared, and it was thoroughly un-
derstood by all.- The success of that
attempt would simply have meant the
employment gft the civic machinery as
a weapon to serve the mischief-mak-
ers’ ends. Strife, turmoil and disaster
would have been the prevailing con-
ditions for a year at least. Vindictive
persecution of all who would not agree
with the agitators’ whims would have
been the rule. Contemplation of these
results, which would have followed a
wictory for the league, will make the
responsible and permanent residents
of the city feel like congratulating
the

Their success means

themselves and community the
more heartily.
peace, prosperity and progress for the
Golden City, the bleak

prospect it would otherwise have had

instead of
to face. Let us all rejoice and be glad.
And now that the trouble is over we
should all, as Mayor-elect Clute very
¢ wwell said, unite in a determined effort

‘to keep the wheel of progress turning
for Rossland.

THE CIVIC GOVERNMENT.

A feature of good journalism is to
stake defeat gracefully and to bow to
¢he will of the people. Not so the agi-
sators’ organ or its violent committee of
15. By the way, is not this name “Com-
unittee of 15” somewhat suggestive?
We fancy we have read somewhere
of a certain other ‘“Committee of 15”
that operated in Paris during the
“‘Reign of Terror.” Fitting name! Do
these people know what happened in
Rossland on Thursday, January 16th,
19027 Did they hear anything drop?
One would naturally suppose that this
clique, having failed to convince the
.electors of their trumped up charges
against the administration would re-
anain silent. However, the evening
after the election the attack is renewed
4n the evening sheet and its baseless
and false statements are repeated.
The tone is venomous and splenetic
and shows deep and bitter disappoint-
anent. It is unmanly to “rub it into” a
defeated opponent, yet those people in-
wite such action by repeating the same
ridiculous and unfounded charges
which the majority of the voters of
Rossland refused on the 16th .inst. to
believe. We doubt if any reasonable
wratepayer who takes the trouble to
enquire will give credence to the cal-
wmnies of the World and its fulmina-
tions against the civic administration
and more particularly against the
mayor-elect for the past two weeks.
If, however, there be any doubt on
¢he matter we are at liberty to say
that the present incumbents of civic
office have nothing to hide. There is
@0 financial muddle, as alleged. There
thas been no civic mismanagment. The
«council is proud of its record, and it
thas a clean sheet. The financial state-
aent to be given in detail is a good
one, SO much so that for information
the same is being printed. We do not
expect, however, that it will satisfy
the self-constituted and now discredit-
ed critics who have been so sevgrely
turned down in the recent elections.

«A little knowledge is a dangerous
thing.” This was exemplified when a
.pa.rtlal statement of the civic finarces
svas recently published and the even-
dng paper attempted to criticize and
show large deficits and overdrafts,
and cry blue ruin, etc., when all this
svas shown to be the veriest rot eman-
ating from diseased imaginations,
“Those crude criticisms and illogical
statements were tersely answered in
these columns by a statement from
+he chairman of the finance committee

ter, and the citizens have vindicated
him and his friends by returning them-
again to power. “There are none SO
blind as those who won't see.” The
fact that the malcontents are unable
to tell when they are licked is only too
apparent. For sheer obstinacy and
crass stupidity they are hard to beat.
An object lesson can be seen in the
strike. The fact that it is unsuccessful
and the strikers beaten is well known
and has been conceded for months
past, yet the leaders still keep the rank
and file in the toils though the latter
are deadly tired and would fain re-
turn to work. To return to civic mat-
ters, the administration state clearly
that there are no matters to straighten
out at the city hall, and notwithstand-
ing the trouble-makers’ threats to
erabarrass, hinder and impede the new
administration the electors have al-
ready expressed their confidence in no
ancertain terms. And further not-
withstanding the aforesaid trouble-
makers’ writhings, contortions and
unseemly display of bitterness at the
thwarting of their schemes the public
will refuse to listen to any unsupported
statements emanating from that quar-

ter.
e ————
—

JOE, THE WRECKER.

The very interesting announcement
comes from Victoria that “Joe”’ Martin
has decided to be a candidate there for
the house of commons, resigning  his
seat in the provincial legislature fox
the purpose. He will Tun as an inde-
penderit Liberal against Mr. Riley, the
regular Liberal nominee, and Mr., Bar-
ﬂard, the Conservative. If he persists
in ‘his determination he wil undoubtedly
edly take a good many Liberal votes,
because he has a certain following in
Victoria who are somewhat mysterious-
ly moved to remain faithful to him in
any circumstances. The Liberals cannot
very well withdraw their regular can-
didate under his threat, and the out-
come of the three-cornered contest is
easily foretold. Mr. Barnard will in
such event have a practical wali-Gver
and the Liberal hopes of securing one
of the Victoria seats will be dashed to
the ground. The reason for “Joe’s”’ de-
cision is an eminently characteristic
one, if it is corectly stated in the dis-
patches. “Joe” has been moving with
all his forice to capture thie provincial
Liberal convention to be held at Van-
couver and secure the nomination for
the Liberal leadership in provincial
politics, as a possible step towards cap-
turing the premiership in the future.
Apparently the Liberal executive in
Victoria is intent on crossing him in this
plan, and therefore he is prepared to
wreck their hopes of carrying Victoria
at the election for the commons. Nothing
could better have illustrated the man’s
character, and his conduct in this in-
cident may actually be of service to the
electors of the province in- the  event
of his being able once more to pose as
the leader of a faction in provincial
politics. The incident is also illustrative
of the condition of the Liberal party in
British Columbia—especially the coast
section. “Joe” has contrived to intro-
duce discord in the ranks, and evident-
ly ke wil be both able and willing to
keep it up.

TO THE BITTER END.

The opening of the session of the Im-
perial parliament was attended by cir-
cumstances which make it quite a nota-
ble event. It was entirely natural that
there should be keen speculation as to
the proposals which the government
would lay before the members of the
two houses, for the long continuation
4f Boer resistance and other complica-
toins have given origin to problems need-
ing very serious efforts for their solu-
tion. On the central point of the situ-
ation, the pacification of South Africa,
there is evidently to be no drawing back
by the government from the position it
has so consistently occupied. The re-
marks of Lord Salisbury and Mr. Cham-
berlain are conclusive on that point.
Indeed the decision of the government
could not well be otherwise. To adopt
the suggestions of the pro-Boers and
put on the appearance of yielding would
be to lose” all the ground that has been
gained at the cost of so much blood
and treasure. The proposition is so ab-
surd that it could not be entertained
for a moment. To any unprejudiced on-
looker it must be evident that the com-
plete subjugation of the Boers is the
only possible plan. What sensible and
dispassionate outsiders think of the sit-
uation is shown by the following edi-
torial utterance of the Spokesman-Re-
view: “King Edward has publicly ex-
pressed the. belief that the South Afri-
can war is in its final stages, and an
early declaration of peace in South Af-
rica may be anticipated. It is hoped
this expectation may be verified. The
Boers have played a desperate game,
and lost. Their capitals have been taken;
their cities captured; their armies rout-
ed, and their governments annihilated.
Their cause has degenerated into guer-
rila warfare which can achieve nothing
beyond harassing the British and pro-
longing the distress of their own people.
Under these circumstances it is cruel to
foster false hopes and encourage hope-
less resistance, The pro-Boer agitation
on the continent of Europe is all but

@vhich completely disposed of the mat-

criminal, Its obvious purpose is to in-

volve Germany in a war with England,
but the attempt will probably fail there
as a like attempt failed in the United
States.” If the pro-Boer agitation on
the continent is “alt but criminal,”
what should be said of the agitation
carried on in Britain mself? The people
who engage in it and - thus encourage
the infatuated followers of Botha and
De Wet are actually murderers in ef-
fect, if not in intent. Their blindness
to the certain results of their efforts is
incomprehensible. Fortunately the indi-
cations that the malcontent Boers are
nearly at the end of their resistance
and that pacification of the country is
at hand are daily multiplying. Even if
it does end soon the war willl have left
a serious legacy of trouble fon Britain,
but the country is strong enough to
bear with it. z

NOW LET US HAVE PEACE.

Now that the smoke of battle has
cleared away and the din is hushed,
let us make up our minds to dwell in
peace and harmony, and exert our every
effort to the advancement of the best
interests of the city of Rosslanu. It has
been a most exasperating conflict. For
months the bulk of us have been en-
gaged in disputes and wrangles over a
very distressing issue; and the Miner
has been in the thick of it—where the
missiles were the most numerous. But

cealt with; and the question involved
was hardly of a nature which permitted

{ the use of honeyed words or phrases.

We confess we did not use many of
them, but struck out boldly -for the
suecess of the cause which we were
championing.

But now that the question has been
settled—let us hope once and for all—
we should shake hands, and forgef it.
God knows our individual lives are full
enough of worry and perplexing prob-
lems without our needlessly nursing pub-
lic controversies. Peace is always better
than War; and the Rossland Miner sin-
cerely desires Peace. It has had some
hard things to say of its opponents in
this just-concluded fight; but it hopes
it has not utteréd one word which
could be construed as a personal affront
to any man. It has discussed methods,

not men.
So much for the past. Now let us

turn to the future. What is the outlook?
Is it not a good one? We think #o. And
we address these words now more par-
ticularly to thiose engaged in business
in thia community. They have had a
most trying time. The Miner realizes that
quite fully, and sympathizes with them
most heartily. There were periods when
the clouds lowered most heavily over
the city, and whien it seemed that disas-
ter was imminent; but we do say that
the citizens of the banner mining'town
in Canada displayed a remarkable forti-
tude under most trying circumstances.
We doubt, indeed, if any collection of
business men can be found in any simi-
lan-sized community in the world who
have borne up so bravely under circum-
stances so distracting. But it has been
a case of being “purified by fire’—let

us hope.
The outlook for the city is splendid.

There ought to be an immediate im-
provement of business in all directions;
and we believe there will be. Rossland
Is peculiarly well situated to prosper
as a city. Its tradesmen are brought
Into direct toudh with the everyday life
of a grand body of wage earners; and
as a consequence business relations of
a most intimate character are estab-
lished. This is an advantage which few
mining towns possess. If we compare
conditions in Rossland today with those
which prevail in othex sections_of ' the
country we will find that Rossland—
with all the disastrous perplexities with
which it has been afflicted—is in & much
better shape. The Miner does not say
this with any idea of boasting on behalf
of the town in which it is published—
because we deeply deplore that market
“Gonditions affecting the product of our
wines are of suchi a character as to
cause grave anxiety to those having the
best welfare of the general mining inter-
ests of British Columbia at heart.

If we attempt an estimate of what
the - future holds for us in respect to
business conditions here, we think that
few will be inclined to dispute that the
city is on a very solid basis, with an
asurance of a good degree of prosper-
ity for many years to some. We are in-
clined to that belief for this reason—
we havé it on the authority of some of
the best mining engineers in the world
that Rossland camp possesses préperties
which are marvelously rich. We have
it also on -the authority of the éen-

tlemen in charée of the mines that the

it was an issue that had to be met and-

opention ott.hoLe properties is to be
carried oui ¢h a largen scale than here-
tofore attempted. This will mean the
employment of thousands of men, earn-
ing excellent wages, who will become
permanently identified with the life of
the community. And for these reasons
we say that the outlook for Rossland is
a very excellent one indeed.

As the writer of this article pens
these lines he is imbued with the
thought that it would not be inoppor-
tune to say ome word in respect to the
part he has played in Rossland’s prob-
lems ‘since he assumed control of the
Miner. About the most unpleasant thing
which can happen one in this world is
to be called upon in the performance
of one’s duties to make enemies. Were
critics of a situation to comprehend the
intricacies of journalism they would
not be disposed to deal harshly with
the men who wield the editorial pen.
The editor of the Miner has felt very
keenly the displeasure engendered in
thie minds of those whom he was called
fight.
These wo«rds‘ may seem out of place
here, but they come from the heart.

One word in conclusion: Let us all
make up our minds to dwell in peace
and harmony together; let “the dead
past bury its dead” and let us extend
the hand of fellowship and go forward
t» our common . destiny, with feelings

upon to oppose in the recent

of mutual respect and in an earnest
desire to be mutually helpful to one an-
other. 3

AN INTERESTING STORY.

An interesting story comes from Tel-
luride. The boycott of the Miners’ Un-
ion against the Telleuride Journal éx-
tended to the firms who patronized that
paper with advertising. Having failed
to compel these merchants to withdraw

their support from the paper, the fol-

lowing notice was posted on the pub-
lic streets:

“Notice—To all members of organized
labor and to their friends thereof. Ad-
ams & ,Hilbenhause, Tomkins & Hunt
Hardware Co., Stubb and Jackway
Hardware Co., Hutt saloon, Hannan &
Brickson, proprietors; Telluride 1Iron
Works and Repair Shop, H. M. Sack-
ett, proprietor; R. H. Washburn, den-
tist, the above named firms having con-
tinued their patronage of the Telluiride
Journal, giving them their mora]l and
financial assistance = in  its fight
against the interest of orgamized
labor here and elsewhere, these firms
have stamped themselves as unworthy
of the support and patronage of the
members of organized labor or its
friends, and all members of organized
labor are requested to withidraw all sup-
port from said firms.

(Signed)

“VINCENT ST. JOHN,

“0, M. CARPENTER,

“K. McLEAN,
“Committee.”

As soon as this notice was read by
Dr. Washburn he immediately went to
the office of the Journal and ordered his
advertising space in the Journal doub-
led. Two firme that withdrew their ad-
vertising at the beginning of the troub-
le have replaced it. These firms are the
Telluride Transfer company and Woods
& Davis, dealers in bhay and grain. The

general sentiment appears to be against
the union, and it is believed that it is
only a question of a little time when
the officers of the union will see their
mistake and declare the boycott off. The
general opinion among many of the
people of Tellunide is that the attempt
of President St. John of the Miners’
Union to injure the Telluride Journal
will not be very successful. While many
of the merchants have ostensibly with-
drawn their patronage from the paper
they are still supporting it im a quiet
way and it is a noticeable fact that the
outside subscriptions have considerably
increased. Mr, Curry still continues his
vigorous attacks on Mr. St. John’s meth-
ods of getting even for his defeat last
fgll, and the extension of the boycott
to the firms whose advertisements still
appear is not regarded as serious. In
fact, it is felt in conservative circles
that Mn St. John is carrying his fight
too far, and is not obtaining the sympa-
thy he expected. The Tomkins Hard-
ware company is one of the largest bus-
iness houBes in the district, and Mr. H.
H. Tomkins, the manager, announces
his intention of continuing his support
to the paper, on the ground that he is
exercising his right as a business man
to advertise his wares to the public
and that he is not responsible for the
editorial utterances of the newspaper
in which he places his card.

DEATH OF CHIEF JUSTICE
McCOLL.

News of the death of Chief Justice
McColl, of the supreme court of the
province, comes with startling sud-
denness. Recent reports had not in-
dicated that the honored jurist was in
serious danger, and the public was
hardly grepared to hear of a fatal
termination of his illness. The tidings
of the sad event will be received with

very general regret.

.appreciated at home and abroad, per-

' mation of the world, With harmony in

‘ments. In the meantime the interests of

THE NEW COUNCIL.

The scene enacted at the city hall yes-
teraay, when the council of 1901 stepped
down and out of office to be succeeded
{mmediately by their successors, the
mayon and aldermen elected for the en-
suing year, was of a most interesting
nature, and the pleasant manner in which
the ceremony passed off augurs well for
the civic administration of 1902.. It is
evident that the mew council is harmon-
jous and that its attention to the corpo-
ration’s business is not to be distracted
by petty side isues that might have
been introduced under certain circum-
stances. It is apparent that the inter-
ests of ratepayers generally are t0 be the
sole ward of the new civic administra-
tion and that this administration will
be operated on strictly business prin-
ciples. This will be an important factor
in the future success of the Golden City
and the entirely satisfactory manner in
which the municipal elections resulted
must be borne in on every resident.

Ex-Mayor Lalonde took a prominent
part.in yesterday’s formal proceedings.
His address of farewell to his collea-
gues of the council of 1901 ‘was neatly
worded, while ‘his remarks to the in-

coming board were marked by sound {

commonsense, In his suggestions as to
certain points the new board should keep
in view Mr. Lalonde did not overstep
the bounds of propriety, as might eas-
ily have been done under the circum-
stances. There were certain matterns
arising in the course of last year’s busi-
ness with which he was, by reason of
his position, particularly well acquain-
ted, and no better opportunity could
have been cdhiosen to inform his success-
ors of ‘this special information than the
juncture chosen by Mr. Lalonde. The
congratulatory references to the retir-
ing chief magistrate by his fellow mem-
bers of the old council were in equally

Barnard, the chosen of the Conservative
element, and Joe Martin, who represents
Chaos and disorder in matters politi-
cal. Had the latter not entered the field
Riley would have had an excellent
chance of being elected; but as it is now
the victory will no doubt fall to Bar-
‘nard, the Conservative candidate, dg
Martin will split the Liberal vote with
Riley. Whatever may be the termina-
tion, the people of Britishi Columbia will
fervently hopé‘ that Martin may get a
sound drubbing. In all seriousness, there
is no place for him in Canadian poli-
tics. He has shown himself a man de-
void of principle, one always willing to
sacrifice his countrly’s interests for the
sake of revenge; and such a man is a
menace to the wellbeing of any land
where he may “‘operate.”

In the contest for the vacant provin-

exceptionally strong candidate; and it is
difficult to see how his opponents can
hope to defeat him. However, as there
is apparently a division among the Lib-
erals regarding the expediency of his
candidacy at this time, it wouid not be
surprising if it were done.

THESOPPERSITUATION.

Houston’s annual copper circular is-
sued in New York under date of Janu-
ary 9th last contains information which
throws considerable light upon the cir-
cumstances which produced the re-
markable decline in copper. These it is
claimed ‘“were due to under-consump-
tion in Europe, and the consequent fall-
ing off in American exports; an accu-
mulation of copper in first hands, and
inability to market the surplus stock
at the figures holders thereof were for-
merly asking. While the controlling cop-
per interests were maintaining a firm
market other sellers in New York and
abroad were disposing of their product
by shading terms, and the demand nof

good taste and rounded out the tale of
felicitations.

The principal interest
with the event nafturally centres about

being suflicient to take all the copp
produced the bulk of the orders for a

in comnection | i, naturally went to the Towest sel-

ler. Through this process some produ-

Mayor Clute’s address to- the council of | cers managed to keep pretty well sold

1902, and it was generally remarked that
a more manly and businesslike inaugu-
ral address had rarely been heard in
Rossland. It will be especially noted
that His Worship refrained from any
remarks reflecting on any of the ele-
ments that opposed his candidature, in
fact the whole tenor of his address must
convince the reader that the administra-
tion of 1902 is to be conducted by busi-
ness men in the interests of the eiti-
zens as a unit:without respect to class-
es, creeds on races. The effect of such
municipal government will be felt and

haps in a greater degree outside of the
city itself than the majority of citizens
realize at this time.

~ There are no discords in the council
of 1902. So far as can be gathered at
this juncture the mayor and the alder-
men are a unit in their intention of de-
voting their time and: talents to the
conducting of the city’s aﬁam in such
a manner as will substantially assist in
advancing the Golden City in the esti-

their counsels and an eye single to the
interests of the community as a whole,
the council’s efforts in the direction in-
dicated are more than likely to be at-
tended by the desired results.

In his inaugural remarks Mayor Clute
touches on a number of matters of con-
giderable local importance. It will be
recognized that he touches the keynote
of the situation in ‘his reference to the
piressing need for the strictest economy
during the year. There is in the Golden
City ample scope for a large expendi-

up, when at the same time other hold-
ers who Kept thein price a fraction high-
er than their competitors were left to
carry the surplus as well as the um-
prella. The umbrella has been taken
down, the surplus confronts the mar-
ket and the other features of the sequel
are’ known. A partial curtailment of
output all round until a return to nor-
mal conditions abroad might have pre-
vented the present demoralized and
complex situation, and allowed the mar-
ket to settle on a reasonable basis where
every legitimate copper interest could
enjoy continued prosperfity. As it is now
the whole market has been thrown into
confusion and an effectual damper plac-
ed upon it with no indications at the
moment of immediate return of enthusi-
asm. Although existing conditions make
it necessary to record the foregoing
statements, nevertheless, we feel confi-
dent that the copper situation will ul-
timately right itself, and that the mar-
ket will yet emerge from its depriession
sooner or later to enter upon an era
of great prosperity. But recent events
have been such, however, that a review
of the market makes the presentation
of the facts given requisite. Consumption
of copper in this country during the
past year has been of a most gratify-
ing character and exceeded that of the
year previous. The home brass and cop-
per manufacturers are equipped to
maintain the ground gained, and are pre-
pared to handle business on the largest
scale known. The lowering of the price
of copper should stimulate the increased
doméstic use of the metal and foreign

ture in desirable public works and util-
{ties, and in view of the pressing neces-
sity of many of these features there is
a temptation to expend moneys beyond
the limits of the corporation’s revenues.
It is apparent that only necessary repairs
and other items requiring comparatively
slight expenditures will be possible this
year, but it is safe to predict that a year
of the strictest economy will place the
city in a decidedly more satisfactory
pcsition with respect to public improve-

the city can be safely left in the hands
of the men who took the oath of office
yesterday. Their presence in office af-
fords ratepayers a guarantee of clean,
honest, ¢apable government such as the
city requires to tide it over the effects
of a period of unparalleled depression.

A HOT TIME AT VICTORIA.

The coast capital, during the next few
weeks, will be the scene of two very
fierce political contests. of matenial im-
portance to the whole of British Co-
lumbia. Joe Martin—the irrepressible
Joe—will be right in it. It is very diffi-
cult to understand what the stormy pet-
rel of Canadian politics bas in view this
time—perhaps he is only determined to
keep himself prominent in the public
eye at all cost. He certainly cannot ex-
pect to be elected in Victoria, though
he may get a considerable following,
But when he knows he cannot get elect-
ed, Joe is always content to destroy
some other candidate’s chances, espec-
ially when that candidate is an oppeo-
nent of his belonging to the same party.
In the contest for the vacancy in the
Federal house this time in Victoria
there will be drawn up against each
other George Riley, president of the

demand also, and it is to be hoped that
the various channels of trade will soon
be able to absorb whatever surplus ex-
ists as well as furnish avenues of distri-
bution for current output. A modifica-
tion of the latter, however, in present
exigencies should recommend itself un-
til the world’s consumption is able to
keep step with production. Sales have
been restricted since the market began,
and buyers have been extremely con-
servative. The tendency is to buy only
for present needs.

“During last month the London cop-
per market fell £14 12s. 6d. per ton for
cash standard between the 2nd and 23rd
‘ultimo, and at £47 for spot touched the
lowest point since May, 1897. The price
of cash standard at the beginning of the
month was £61 12s. 6d. per ton, and
closed at £49. The weakness of the
market was the feature, and the sales
were in large volume. The free selling
kept pace with the downward tendency
of the market until the lowest price
was reached, after which the transac-
tions were much smaller. The past year
closed £23 '17s 6d. lower than on De-
cember 31, 1000.”

The lack of tidings of the overdue
warship Condor, which left Victoria
on December 2nd for Honolulu,
duces the belief that the sea has
claimed another victim. If the sur-
mise proves correct the loss of life
will be very great.
——

If press dispatches are to be believed
E. P. Davis, K. C., the eminent bar-
rister of Vancouver, has consented to
take the vacant chief justiceship if
the post is offered him. As he is
strongly supported by the Liberals and
has great ability he will proba.biy re-

in-

Victoria Liberal Association, Frank

ceive the appointment. His selection
would give general satisfaction.

cial seat E. V| Bodwell will make an-
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