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THE ARRAIGNMENT.

No such terrible arraignment of the hollow-
ness and hypocrisy, that has been paraded be-
fore the Canadian people as the purest loyailty,
has ever been made in the Tlcuse of Commons at
Ottawa as that delivered by Sir Wilfred Laurier
in his epoch‘making speech on Wednesday af-
ternoon. The “patriotism,” tha: has taken this
time of Empire crisis to throttle British com-
merce coming to Canada, was exposed in all its
shameless pro-German nakedness. 'n his anx-
fety to help the privileged classes, whose crea-
ture he was, Finance Minister White has level-
led a deadly stroke at British trade ard endeav-
ored to deal treacherously with the Motherland
in her supreme hour of trial and danger.

The scathing rebuke that was handed out
in the Canadian parliament by the former pre-
mier to the Germaniac finance minister and his
treasonable tariff proposals will live in history
as one of those rare instances where a great
statesman and a great patriot has ade-
quately voiced the national indignation on ac-
count of the bétrayal of national honor.

“This tariff,” declared Sir Wilfrid in ring-
ing tomnes, “has been called a war tariff intended
to help old England in the most stupendous
struggle in which a nation was ever engaged.
Yet, would you believe it, while it is given to us
that it is for the benefit of Britain, to assist Bri-
tain in fighting the terrible war confronting her
the last feature of this tariff is to put an addi-

- tional duty upon British goods and give a blow

to British trade! It is only a few weeks ago that
my honorable friend applied to the British Trea-
sury for his war loans, and having been relieved
of his obligations, he gives a blow which, Iam
sure, was never expected by the British Govern-
_ment, It is only a few weeks ago that Mr.
Lloyd George speaking of the situation con-
fronting Britain, stated that the battle would be
won in the last resort by silver bullets. Every-
thing that has taken place since goes to show
that the judgment of Mr. Lloyd George was well
founded. The powerful armies which have been
fighting one another for the last six months
with varying success may continue to do so
longer with little progress. Already it is be-
coming apparent that this war is to be a war of
attrition. : .

“The power will win—shall win—whose
resources are able longest to withstand the
struggle. Germany understands that to-day.
{Cheers.) Germany having failed to crush
France, Germany having failed to crush Russia,
understands now that if she has a chance to
win it must be by ruining the trade of Britain.
Unles she can dislocate and ruin the trade of
PBritain she knows that her last hope of success
is gone. So Germany seeks to surround the
British Isles with a cordon of submarines, with
instructions to pounce upon every ship that
comes in or goes out. That is the enemy’s cam-
paign. .

“And on top of it the Canadian Government
proposes that such British trade with this Do-
minion as may escape German submarines shall
fall under the taxing machine of the Canadian
Government. Is this a policy a credit to Ca-
nada? When the policy of decreasing the duties
on British goods was adopted in 1897 it was
adopted as a bond of union and as an economic
measure. It has proved both. It has increased
our trade with the motherland in a way we ne-
ver expected it would. Under it Canada pros-
pered as she never before prospered in her
history.

“I am well aware,” continued Sir Wilfrid,
“that this policy was never popular with a cer-
tain large section of the Conservative party.
They never dared attack it openly. They waited
for their opportunity. In Britain’s danger they
have made their opportunity.

“If we were not in war times, if we were liv-
ing in times of peace, I would remind these
gentlemen opposite that this policy contributed
in no small degree to the era of prosperity which
it was the good fortune of the Liberal party, un-
der Providence, to bring to this country. I would

remind them that four years ago, when we|

wanted not to ‘let well enough’ alone,” but to
make ‘well enough’ better than it was, when we
wanted to improve our trade relations with our
neighbors the United States, one of the argu-
ments of our opponents was that freer trade
with the U. S. would prevent freer trade with
Britain. I would remind them that there are
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extent, Britain and the United States, and I
would call the attention of the House to the
strange conduct of the victorious party, who,
four yeé.rs ago, would not let us sell to the Unit-
ed States, and this year will not let us buy from
Britain. ‘But these are war times, and it is not
the time to discuss economic problems. Britain
is at war, Canada is at war, and when Britain is
at war Canada goes to war to attempt to curtail
the trade between Britain and Canada. That is
not a Canadian idea! (Cheers.) It isa German
conception. (Renewed cheers.) .

“When Parliament met on February 4 last
we were prepared to go far with our friends on
the other side of the House in these strenuous
times. We were prepared to give up a good
many of our own'ideas in order to meet them.
We were prepared to make sacrifices in order to
have unanimity of opinion and action. But we
are not prepared to go that far. (Liberal cheers)
That far we shall not go. Here we part com-
pany.” (Prolonged cheering.)

CULTIVATING TOWN LOTS.

Up at Owen Sound they have formed a
Town Lot Cultivation Association. The execu-
tive of the association is' made up of representa-
tives from the town council, the board of trade
and associated charities. The utilisation of the
vacant lots is not to be confined exclusively to
the poor, but is open to all. It is understood that
in cases where the person desires to cultivate
land and cannot afford to have it plowed and to

cessities in deserving cases.

Here is a movement that we would like to
see imitated in Belleville. Many of our citizens,
as well as the city itself, are holding consider-
able areas of land that they will not themselves
utilise for the growing of crops. Many of themy
we have no doubt, would co-operate in a philan-
thropic movement of this kind. Besides, the
owners themselves would benefit in having these
unsightly weed-patches cultivated.

There is much unemployment in the city,
and the situation is likely to be rather unpleas-
ant for many families for several months to
come. A good garden on some vacant lot would
do much to provide them with necessities. Then
there are many others who would gladly utilise
their spare hours in caring for a patch of pota-
toes or corn.

As we explained in yesterday’s leading ar-
ticle, it is the duty of every Canadian who stays
at home to do what he can to add to the Empire’s
store of food. The vacant lots and backyards
around Belleville, if intensively cultivated,
would pretty nearly supply our own needs, and
leave what we would otherwise consume avail-
able for exportation.

As a patriotic principle, every Belleville
millionaire ought to engage in this work just as
seriously and earnestly as the man who has to
earn his bread and vegetables by laboring at a
dollar and a half a day.

All the plutocrats along Commercial St. are
going to have gardens this year that will be limi-
ted in size only by the line-fences. They don’t
need the money or the garden truck, but they
feel bound to do what they can to help along a
good movement.

We hope to see the work seriously underta-
ken all over the city, but there is need of an ef-
fective and influential organization. Our Hor-
ticultural Society, we should say, would be about
the right people to get the movement under
way. And, let us add, that it cannot be started
too soon.

Lloyd George said that the silver bullet
would conquer in this war. What Lloyd George
meant was that the well-fed army would win.
The battle of life is to the well fed. Belleville
can add a few thousand bushels to the visible
food supply of the Empire merely by the utili-
sation of unutilised vacant lots.

NO EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

One of the features of the European war is
the refusal of the belligerents to exchange or
parole prisoners. In olden times prisoners of
war were killed unless their captors thought it
more profitable to ransom or exchange them.
However, now the international law makes all
persons captured in war prisoners of the Gov-
ernment taking them and they must be fed and
housed and only work at labor in no way con-
nected with the military. For all work which
they do they must be paid. In previous modern
wars it has been the custom to exchange prison-
ers rank for rank and to parole officers who gave
their word of honor to do certain things.

But in the war now going on in Europe
there is no such exchange. When a person is
made prisoner he remains such, unless recap-
tured by his friends. Even those who have been
wounded in such a manner that it would be im-
possible for them to return to the firing line are
held. The explanation is made that these pris-
oners have been able to observe things inside
the lines of their captors and if allowed to re-
turn to their native countries would be able o
carry back valuable information to the enemy.

The contest has been so close ever since the
war started that neither side would take the
slightest chance of aiding the enemy in any way,
so all prisoners are retained and will not secure

only two countries with which we trade to any

their freedom until the war is over.

buy seed, the committee will furnish these ne-|
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Here’s another from the Transcript. “Evgry
time Von Hindenburg chases the Russian grow-
lers he finds trouble bruin.” He just can’t bear
it.
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“Germany has now cut’out potatoes, white
bread, pretzels and beer, and,” says the Boston
Transcript, “the wurst is yet to come.” Hor-
rible!
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Apparently Mr. White’s new tariff was not
designed on the principle of increasing the high
cost of high living, but to increase the high cost
of any kind of living.
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Berlin newspapers are suggesting that Italy
can be kept quiet if Austria will only cede her
back her lost provinces. Reminds one of Arte-
mus Ward’s suggestion that he was willing “to
sacrifice his wife’s relations.”
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The hews from the Dardanelles is in every
way satisfactory. This is the first time in his-
tory that Dreadnoughts carying 15-inch guns;
have been engaged in action and with the ex-
ception of the bombardment of Tsing Tsao, the
first time modern ships have been in' action
against strong fortifications. Unless the guns
on shore are able to outrange the guns on ship-
board, it would seem that the ship has the ad-
vantage. Even if the guns on shore are of the
same calibre as the guns on shipboard is would
appear that the chances are in favor of the ship,
for it not only offers a smaller target but is ena-
bled to manoeuvre so as to place the shore bat-
teries at a disadvantage. Many lessons will be

danelles.
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The enormous rush of Britain’s youth to
arms, under no compulsion byt a sense of duty,
is one of the miracles of history. Never before
was the university life of the country so nearly
suspended, unless perhaps in the time of the
|civil war between King and Parliament. The
| British people, in fact, have never been at war
‘until now. The armies of the great rebellion
| were but paltry fractions of the total population,
the universities were well represented, in that
struggle of political and religious opinions. The
larmy of the United Kingdom today is a nation
|in arms. Formerly the King, the gentry, and the
paid heroes of army and navy made war, the na-
{tion merely providing the funds. Now the peo-
iple of Great Britain and Ireland are out en
masse to take up Germany’s challenge to morals
| freedom and humanity.
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One of the most important weapons of na-
val offense is the dirigible torpedo. It is a self-
propelled submarine boat, about fifteen feet
long and twenty inches in diameter, that carries
from two hundred to three hundred pounds of
explosive guncotton. It is discharged from a
tube on the deck of a torpedo boat. On striking
the water, compressed-air engines drive the
propellers with such force that the torpedo tra-
vels a part of its several mile course at a speed
of over forty miles an hour. A gyroscope keeps
the projectile true to her course and at the de-
sired depth. When the torpedo strikes the side
of a vessel or other obstruction, the striking
pin is forced into a mass of fulminate of mer-
cury, and thus explodes the charge of guncotton
Although the torpedo is a most terrible weapon,
the danger from it can be cconsiderably reduced
by protecting ‘airships with nets of steel wire,
careful arrangement of the ships at night,
proper scouting and constant vigilance.
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The modern submarine has a marvellous
eye by which the navigating officers on the boat
can survey the surface of the ocean, even when
the craft is completely below the waves. The
eye of the submarine or periscope, is a straight,
hollow tube about six inches in diameter and fif-
teen feet long, that leads from the steering
chamber of the vessel to the surface. The upper
end of the periscope contains a mirror, inclined
at an angle of forty-five degrees, that receives
the image of objects on the surface of the water
and reflects them downward to a second paral-
lel mirror at the lower end of the tube. In some
cases prisms, which reveal a larger part of the
horizon, are used instead of mirrors. The navi-
gating officer of the submarine boat surveys the
surface of the ocean by looking through a single
or double eye-piece at the lower end of the tube,
exactly as if he were using a good field glass. The
periscope is the only means by which the pres-
ence of the submarine is revealed to the enemy;
but as the small tube projects only a foot or two
above thesurface, it is a difficult object to dis-
cover, still more to destroy. Even if shattered
by gunfire, a reserve tube can be quickly sub-|
stituted by the damaged instrument.
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The civil population in Galicia is enduring
suffering comparable to that inflicted on civili-
ans in Poland. In Galicia a million and a half
people have been made homeless by the con-
tending armies. Many thousands of them have
lost their all. In many cases their flight had to
be effected so suddeﬁly that the clothes on their
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learned as a result of the effort to force the Dar- |- .

was true of many who have been living in afflu-
ence all their lives. ‘Generally speaking, those
who have left Galicia for places of safety arc
either Poles or Jews. The Ruthenians, being
themselves of a race similar to the Russians and
speaking a tongue—Ukraiman, to wit—closely
enough resembling Russian proper, had less to
dread from the Russian invaders, and stayed
where they were. 'To understand the reason for
this wholesale exodus of people from Galicia
and Bukowina one must remember that one
thing, in those belts of towns and villages where
since August last, the war fury has been raging
(during three distinct campaigns) more than
100,000 houses largé and small have been utter-
ly destroyed, whole towns and smaller places
laid waste, often including barns and stables
and sheds, leaving absolutely no shelter against
the rigorous climate.
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Any election in war time would be bad

enough,'but an election in wartime, with the

mud-spattered heroes’ of the nation disfran-

chised, would be a howling farce and a cowardly

crime against our brothers who are facing Ger-
man bullets on our behalf. |
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The sacrifices which Russia is making with-

out ostentation or complaint in this deadly
campaign, with its costly oscillations, must nev-
er be forgotten by the Western Allies. If a
“school” should arise which favored a niggard-
ly policy toward Russia in the matter of the
Bosphorus and the Dardanelles, they should be
silenced with the one word—‘Poland.”—Mon-
treal Star.
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Mr. E. C. Drury, president of the United
Farmers of Ontario, is one who does not cherish
any illusions on the subject of the recent tariff
increase. Speaking at their recent convention in
Toronto he said that he did not believe it was
Ilikely to improve agricultural conditions. The
|existing conditions which have brought about
}the great decline in rural depopulation have
lgrown up during the last 30 years under the
i’present high tariff, which has been maintained
| hitherto by both political parties. ‘“For my
ipart,” said Mr. Drury, “I cannot see how a fur-
Ither dose of the same medicine is going to im-
i prove matters. Instead, it seems to show a lack
of knowledge of the fundamental causes of ex-
isting conditions on the part of the govern-
ment.”

IRELAND.
My Native Land.

She is a rich and rare land;

O! she’s a fresh and fair land;

She is a dear and rare land—
This native land of mine

No men than hers are braver—
Her women’s hearts ne’er waver;
I'd freely die to save her

And think my lot divine.

She’s not a dull or cold land;

No! she’s a warm and bold land;

O! she’s a true and old land—
This native land of mine.

Could beauty ever guard her,

And virtue still reward her,

No foe would cross her border—
No friend within it pine!

O! she’s a fresh and fair land;
O! she’s a true and rare land!
Yes, she’s a rare and fair land—
This native land of mine.
—Thomas Davis

TWO KINDS.

There are two kinds of people on earth today;

Just two kinds of people, no more, I say.

Not the sinner and saint, for ’tis well under-
stood

The good are half bad and the bad are half good

Not the rich and the poor, for, to count a man’s
wealth,

You must first know the state of his conscience
and health;

Not the humble and proud, for, in life’s little
span,

Who puts on the vain airs is not counted a man.

Not the happy and sad, for the swift-flying years
Bring each man his laughter and each man his
tears.
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No, the two kinds of people on earth that I mean
Are the people who lift and the pecple who lean

Wherever you go you will find the world’s
masses

Are always divided in just these two classes;

And, oddly enough, you will find, too, I ween,

Phone 215.

There is only one lifter to twenty who lean.

LET US DEVELOP AND PRINT
YOUR FILMS

W& KNOW HOW
TfHE BELLEVILLE PHARMA®Y

The Kodak Store. — Bridge St

In which class are you? Are you easing the load
Of overtaxed lifters who toil down the road?
Or are you a leaner, who lets others bear

Your portion of labor and worry and care?

backs were all they tould bring along. And this

|
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—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.
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