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FTHE GREAVIN GROWERS GLIDE

Prize Essay

By John E. Sirrett, Neepawa, Man

This Essay was awarded the Prize of 815 as the second best

l’nl/fgr of the First and Second Years
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lar line of business, and while admitting
that agriculture = not susceptable !
o great a division of seeupation as »
hranches of
different operations cannotl possibly e
wmultane
ways ploughing and another slun
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manufactures, bhecause i

ms, Lo, one man canpol ben

sowing, ete., we neveriheles
why in certain cases of pr
distribution agriculturiste
join their hands, and by
larger enterprise secure for themeel ves
some of the gain to be derived from pee
duction and distribution on & large scale
As well as producing an inferior  articl
and st & greater cost heeause of his work
ing on & small seale, our farmer i« obliged
beenuse he has only & small quantit
to depend for the carrying of his produce
to the consumer 1o a class, ealled the
middlemen whe, for a consideration
first gather together the various articles
of produce and then distribute thes
sccording to the dictatesof the market
or the demand for such commodities
The middleman is undoubtedly a very
useful member of society, but, being hu
man. he is prone to overestimate the value
of his services and exact too high a price
for them. This. of course, tends 1o les
sens the profits of the producer and raise
the cost of living to the consumer. How
to obviate thisdifficulty, is the chief pro
blem which we as farmers are interested
in, and for which eo-operation offers the
swolution

Since dairying has already in many
parts of the world come under the control
of eco-operative societies, with results
far surpassing the most sanguine expec
tations of their promoters, we believe
the advantages to be realized by such
organizations will be more vividly before
the minds of our readers by our endeavor
ing to place before them a description
of a co-operative dairy as they are actu
ally operated than proceeding in an
argumentative way, and the inference
will be clear that what applies to this
branch of industry will, with the proper
modification, apply to many others

The supesiorities of. the co-operative
dairy over the home &nd the proprietary
dairies are similar to those of the factor
system of maswlacturing over domestic
industry and are mainly of two kinds
(1) Superior organization both as regards
the obtaining of raw material and the
handling of it in the factory 2) Superi
or bargaining power in the purchase of
dairy equipment on the one hand and the
disposing of the finished article on the
othar

eling

Home of F. Harrison, Birtle, Man

milk is sucked down b

away along the pipes to

nps and |

pasteurised
and returned 1o the farmer, also for cattle
fove At first, both in Ireland and Den-
mark, the farmers grumbled because their
buttermilk =
oot realising that this decrease was more
than compensated by the completer
extraction of the more valuable butter
material. Lastly the bulter passes into
the fnishing room, where it is rolled,
salted and packed By noon the work
of the dairy is at an end. The whole

fot so valuable as before

process occupying a2 few hours, s

thus one which s for ity excellence

on & combinat expert  direclion
and good machinery

The advantages of the cebtrifugal
wwer the old hand process, are thus sum
med up by a rench writer First,

more butter for a given quantity of milk
I nder the old process from 30-34 litres
of milk were requited to produce one
kil am of butter, where as wnder the
new process only 20-24 litres are required
Second. is the butter quality- The butter

has no impurities and is not damaged by

the touch of hands. Third, better use
{ the by-products. The skim milk being
better preserved than before, is more
useful for cattle |

The indispensable condition for the
establishment of a co-operative dairy
15 the existence of a sufficient number of
cows in the district, or the assurance
that an immediate deficiency in this line
can be quickly made The ‘armers

must not live so far from the dairy that
the milk supplies cannot be conveyed
fresh each morning to the receiving cen-
tres. If they live toq far away the

transport and packing The latter is
especially important in the butter trans
port, for i the casks are not properls
pir-light, the Dutter, though of a high
grade when manufactured, may have lost
hall of its value when it reaches the con
sumer, scientlific packing and regular
dispateh of a uniform quantity and quali
ty, can only be achieved by large scale
organizalions

In the perfection of marketing condi-
tions, Denmark @ the model for all other
countries Practically all the . bytter
of their co-operative dairies is expofted
through nine export federations. Of
this out-pul_about ninety-eight per cent
goes to Great Britain, the whole of whic
is shipped from two Danish ports, Esberg
and Kopenhagen, to five British ports
Grimshy, Hull, Parkeston, Newcastle
and Leith. Export to a single distant
market through a few big channels is
obviously a condition of affairs favorable
to the attainment of the highest cconomies

We have considered the easily demon-
strable superiority of the
dairy and its marketing Y
over the small isolated home dairy selling
to middlemen
to measure the difference to

It is even more necessary

the farmer
between his position as & member of a
co-operative dairy and his position as
milk supplier to an organization of which
he is not a member, whether that organi-
zation be an ordinary public or private
firm, or a dairy-owning consumer’s whole-
sale The co-operative form is more bene-
ficial and more profitable, and for these
reasons:—First, the excellence of a coun-
try's butter, depends primarily on the
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Besides, in addition to better pay
ts, the members of the co-operative
regvive back the ! proxd .
skim Ik and butter milk for fee
pury Whether these are i
fou " id at & fxed price, the s
g farmers derive the benefit
Finall and this sums up the other
scdvantage peration makes a con
ted unity of the farmer’s work. Along
with other forms of co-of e societies

he dairy Mrme a centre about which

e small farmer can systematize ane
ordinate his farming and makes a

through which mprovements

LANDS SOLD WELL
greatest sale of school lands in the
history of the West, which closed last
week at Medicine Hat, shows the faith
the people of southeastern Alberia have
in their soil, for by far the greater part
of the 76,000 acres which were sold was

bought by farmers who have been settled

for several ears on the homesteads
Py the vicinity of the school lands
which they bought. The prices ranged
much higher than was expected, for
although the average was £13.22 per acre
many outlying sections weré bought
by ranchers for grazing purposes at the
upset price of %7 an acre Eliminate
the land located forty and fifty miles
from existing or prospeclive railre ads
and the price would be considered some-

thing remarkable, averaging in the neigh
borhood of from $25 to 830 an acre The
the Crow’s Nest railwa

parc

and o h the area which is being
put under i n by the South
Alberta Land Company appeared mos
| and the bidding on them was
some of the land being rur
to 830 an acre. A large number
the § s to the West of the city along
the C. P. R. main line also brought un
high prices. The Southern Al

berta Land Company were the heavies

'

purchasers, picking up 16,000 acres at the
close of the sale

Gifford Pinchot still upholds the
Piachot dignity by doing the best he
can in aiding conservation plans as a pri-
vate cilizen
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