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The Mail Bag ~\

AN OPEN FORUM
This page Is maintained to allow free discussion of all questions vital to western farmers Up to the 
limit of space letters will be published giving both sides of all such questions It Is not possible to 
publish all letters received, but an effort will be made to select those most fairly representing different 
views. Short letters will be given preference. All letters must he accompanied by name and address 
of writer, tho not necessarily for publication. Unused letters will be returned If accompanied by postage.

OPEN SOUTHERN MARKET
Editor, Guide:—In your issue of Sept. 

29 you deal with ocean freights and the 
agricultural commission. In this you 
have furnished some sound food for 
thought. According to the Hon. Mr. 
Meighen no relief can be looked for at an 
parly date in ocean freight. We know by 
practical experience what to look for from 
a commission appointed by any party in 
pOWer to report on the duties and work 
of the party in power and how long we 
will have to wait for same.

Now what we are entitled to is relief 
from oppression and I hear our Wise 
Men in the East say, “We are doing all 
that can be done.” We, the farmers of 
the West, pay, “No! You have not done 
so." We say, “Let down the bars to 
the South at once on all farm products 
and we know what the result would be.” 
It would be a gain on wheat of not less 
than around 5 cents a bushel on contract 
grades, that is, 1, 2 and 3 Northern, and 
on lower grades it would reach 10 cents 
in many cases. Of course some of our 
Wise Men in the East will say such a 
statement cannot be justified by the facts. 
Well, here are just a few reasons to 
justify the above statements :—

1, —The weekly market report given 
in The Grain Growers’ Guide, and we 
know this is correct by any amount of 
evidence, shows that for the last thirty 
days or more Minneapolis cash is around 
5 cents above Winnipeg cash.

2. —We know that our contract grades 
contain easily 5 cents more of milling 
value than the Minneapolis contract 
grades contain. Our grading system ex
plains this fact. Take Manitoba inspec
tion, it demands that 1 Northern shall 
contain 60 per cent, of hard red fife 
wheat. Minneapolis inspection demands 
that 1 Northern shall contain not less 
than 60 per cent, hard wheat. Now, take 
a year like this, and our hard wheat has 
lost its color. The bran has become/ 
bleached, and under our system 
inspectors are compelled to place sis 
wheat into grades t>elow that which 
originally belonged to I>ecau8c it h 
become bleached; but in Minneapolis 
the inspectors find that bleached wheat 
is still hard wheat just the same and are 
able according to their inspection system 
to place it in the grades it originally 
belonged to. So we find that even if 
Winnipeg and Minneapolis cash were at a 
par today, our cousins to the South would 
get around 5 cents more than we would 
for the same wheat. Hut take it on grades 
l>elow contract grades and t he difference 
is just about double. Particularly is this 
so on smutty wheat, that is, it costs us 
around 7 cents ; in Minneapolis it costs 
the farmer from 1 Yi cents to 2 cents, and 
we find it works similarly on rejected 
grades, rejected for foreign matter or 
rejected for excessive moisture.

It has been acknowledged for years by 
millers and others that a year like this is 
the harvest for the big millers. 1 hey 
will lie able to pay 34 per cent, dividend 
on the dollar that is not a dollar. 1 he
man that grinds the wheat gets the farm
er’s loss and nobody else ran. Of course 
some of our Wise Men would have us 
lielieve that all this does not cost the 
farmer anything, and judging by our 
action in the past we surely have believed 
this to lie true. But the handwriting is 
on the wall that the time has come when 
the farmers must have justice, and justice 
we will not have in the question of the 
marketing of our grain until we are allowed 
to sell our grain wherever we can do best 
with it. What is the use oF beating 
around the bush in this very important 
matter? Here we have last year our 
cousins to the South ex|Hirting to the 
same markets that we export to almost 
300,(XX),000 bushels, and the greater part 
of the year the Minneapolis cash was 
around 5 cents above our cash. This year 
they will export probably 400,(XX),000 
bushels to tne same market and the 
difference is ranging now about the same 
If we are to get immediate relief, the bars 
to the South must lie let down. The offer 
of free exchange of wheat and wheat 
products still remains on the American

statute books. If the government will 
not accept this offer, then it is useless 
for them to claim they are doing all they 
can for us.

Now is the time for every Grain 
Growers’ Association to pass resolutions 
and forward same to the first minister. 
Yes, and every business man. This is 
just as important to the business man as 
it is to the farmer, and even more so, for 
the farmer's success is the business man’s 
success. And farmers who are not mem
bers of the Association should make them
selves heard in no uncertain sound thru 
some other course that suits them l>est. 
But in any case let Western men stand 
solid for justice to the farmer in the 
selling of his grain. If this is not done 
it will force the Grain Growers as organ
ized bodies and all others to send men 
to Parliament Hill who will fight for 
justice, for where justice does not prevail 
injustice does prevail and that we have 
in abundance.

In discussing the grain situation lately 
with one of our largest exporters on the 
American continent, he said that there 
was no sound argument that could be 
produced to show that Free Trade in 
wheat would not be a great benefit to 
the Western farmers. Some years, he 
said, when the Americans have, such as 
they have today, large amounts for export, 
the difference would not be so great ; but 
while that is true today, they are not 
long on the first class quality of hard 
wheat., and our wheat would fetch several 
cents a bushel more on the Minneapolis 
market because the American millers are 
anxious for it at the present day. In a 
year when they are short in hard wheat 
the difference might reach 10 rents per 
bushel, and more particularlv would this 
apply on our lower grades. If the farmers 

the West are anxious to improve this 
jidition it is all up to them to act. 
nthout action we will get no result.

’ Yours truly,
JOHN KENNEDY.

Winnipeg.

WHAT PROHIBITION WOULD DO
Editor, Guide:—The following inter- 
ting paragraph appears in an English 

primer:
O’he dav has gone by when alcohol 

rouloNje^dpfended. No man who knows 
the truth about it. now takes it for his 
health; science has proved beyond all 
doubt that alcohol has no good thing to 
give a man, a woman or a child. Even 
the moderate use of it dims the vision, 
impairs the judgment, reduces strength, 
hastens fatigue and weakens the liodv’s 
power of resistance. We have allowed 
the evil thing to grow un in our midst 
not knowing half how evil a thing it was: 
we have allowed it to drug a great mass 
of our people so that all that is l>eat in 
them is deadened and we cannot leave 
the fate of the nation in the hands of 
these people now. England must !>e 
ruled by those who love her most and 
not by those who love her least. And 
so the brave and noble and natural wav 
is to treat this enemy of home as we 
treat the enemy in France and Belgium

we must drive it out.”
It is said that prohibition would throw 

many people out of work, and it is true. 
It, would throw out of work thousands 
of workhouse and prison and asvlum 
officials and would make busier thousands 
of people who make bread and boots for 
little children, and shells for our brave 
troops The tmth is that trade would 
right itself in an amazingly short time 
without fht* poison for evpr sapping its 
foundations We must do, each one 
of us. what lies in our power. At least 
we can follow the King. Surelv. then, 
we shall not how down la-fore it now 
when it has allied itself not with the 
allies of freedom, but with the enemies 
of the King. We will follow the King 
to the victorv.— ”*

H ARNOTT, M.R.'M.r.P.S,

The neople of Canada do not care 
what the government of Canada calls 
itRplf—Liberal, or Conservative, or Co
alition—Manitoba Free Press.

“Metallic Building Materials
Are Famous All Over Canada For Their 

Durability and Economy
If you are about to build a new barn or repair an old 

one, you will do well to post yourself on the superior 
value of “Metallic” materials. We have a reputation 
of over 30 years successful business with Canadian 
farmers. “Eastlake” Steel Shingles “Empire” Corru
gated Iron; roof lights; ventilators; siding, ceiling and 
wall plates—all “Metallic” goods have a wonderful 
reputation for honest materials, careful, accurate 
manufacture and sterling durability.

We have all the information ready to mail you in 
book form, waiting your request.

liSiteÏÏ:H::ïï
THE FAMOUS “EASTLAKE" 

STEEL SHINGLE
Is the original and most successful of ell steel shingles in 
use. “Eastlake" Shingles laid 80 years ago are in splendid 
shape to-day. Their heavy sine coaling and high-grade 
steel, with special patent, economical, easy-laying 
features, have given them wonderful favor. Booklet free.

-METALLIC" STEEL PLATES 
FOR THE HOME

Don’t neglect your home. Get our suggestions and 
prices on how to make ceilings and walls beautiful, 
fire-retardant and all but imperishable. Patterns are 
new. exclusive and handsomely embossed. “Metallic" 
Sheets are easily laid over plaster.

The “Metallic" line of Matai Building Materials Is vary complais. Oat our

THE METALLIC
WINNIPEG 

797 NOTRE DAME AVI.

booklet end prices

ROOFING COMPANY LIMITED
Manufacturers TORONTO

KINO AND DUFFEftIN 8T«.

$30.00 $30.00 $32.50
CANADIAN DIEBOLD SAFE CO. Winnipeg, Man.

KING OF WILD OATS SEPARATOR

Lincoln Superior
tyJJJI Cleans, separates and grades ell your seed

and grain more thoroughly end with 
better capacity than any other machine of its size in 
he world. It is tn<e beat money saver on the farm.
Avoid Dockage b*r CLEANING YOUR WHEAT before Marketing

m Old Trusty Incubators and Brooders 
Lincoln Incubators and Brooders
machine». 100

i always
EGGS tto 240 EGG SIZES

THE FAMOUS

Cushman Light-weight Engines
For All Farm Power Work

4 H.P. to 20 H.P.
4-Cycle, Throttle Governed Schebler 

Carburetor

Cushman Motor Works 
of Canada - - Limited

Exclude* Selling Agent*—
For Faealai Milk—gsiut a*4 Platting Ma-------------- ~ehlnsa—Vaeeim Washlae Ma 
Grinder»—Usesla laws lean

avalai Mar
Outfits.

284 Priacess Street, Winnipeg, Man.

SAFETY FIRST!
A FARMER’S SAFE at Laat

NOTE THE PRICE)
Protect your Iniurance and private papers, Important books 
and reoordi by depositing them In this safe. Don’t leave 
valuable papers lying In any old corner of the house. Place 
them aecurely under look and kev. Here ws offer you a 
BRAND NEW SAFE which has been specially constructed 
to meet the formers’ requirements. No expense has been 
•pared In the making of It. Thoroughly fire-proof. Is fitted 
with combination non-plokable lo k and handle. Has steel 
cash box with kev lock, wooden drawer and book ipaoe at 
side Weight approximately 300 Ibi. Height 21 Inches, 
width 14* inches, depth 19* Inches Finished In black with 
neat fold stripe Your name lettered on without extra 
charge. $10.00 Cash With Order, Balance on Arrival. We 
sell ell sizes, new and second-hand. Write us today.

PRICE DELIVERED FREE 
Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta

WHEN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS PLEASE MENTION THE OUIDK


