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Beligions  Rliscellany.

Where is thy Brother ?
Comifort thy Lrother—a child of Mine
In sorruw sits apart,
And I gave thee a cup of love divine
" To bear to the broken heart.
Bat still be sitteth alone, alone ;
1 listen yet to the weary groen
Of a soul for whom thy Saviour bled—
That troubled soul, usgomforted.

Wound not thy brother—a pricking thorn
Hath injured My little one—

A lamb, in the Shepherd’s bosom borne—
What is it that thou hast done ?

Bay, ‘twas but a word—yet cold ard keen,

It cutteth love’s sweetest cords between :
Thou bast woundéd with the lip of pride
That babe, for whom thy Saviour died.

Pity thy brother—I blotted out
Thy sins, and gave thee rest ;

And I swept away the shades of doubt
That lingered within thy breast.

I heard thy ery, and forgave it all:

But one owed thee—'twas & mite so small,
It were surely essy to forget—
Hast thou forgiven thy brother’s debt ?

Help thy weak brother—I saw him stand
Where light and darkness meet,

And there was none with brotherly hand
To stay up his trembling feet.

And if be stumbled, and if be fell,

“Was the sin his P—thine heart shall tell :
For it knew the way to bim unkaown,
‘When night came, he was alone.

Lovest theu Me, O daughter, O son ?
What thou doest, or leavest undene,

I baye counted, again and again ;
Garnered in heaven each golden grain,
Or, sadly against thy precious name,
l’ét it a blaok—to be filled by shame.

ve loved thee—and hast thou forgot P
Jetest thou Me, yet knowest Me not P

4 alleys lone, in the crowded strest,
Pacing it oft with aching feet—
Up above the dark rickety stair,
Sick, and in prison-—lo ! I am there :
.Huogering, thirsting, and asking thee
For the bit and drop thou grudgest Me ;
The cup of cold water from thy store,
Which giving will never make thee poor ;
Or & mite of time—canst,thou not spare
A siogle hour from thine eartbly cpre,
Buying, and selling, and getting gain P
Yes, thou art busy ; but there is pain,
That hath ne business but suffering ;
Waiting, aod praying that God would bring
Iato its chamber (poor sunless place) !
The blessed light of a loving face,
With those dear words, * He careth for thes”
Whritten upon it. Say ibis for Me,
And make the beart of thy brother glad,
As [ spake to thee when thine was sad.
And tura thee kindly out of thy way
To follow. him, if he chance to stray :
Suarely thy soul ean.be well content,
If thy Lord send thee as He was sent ;
If He bid thee go and seek His lost,
Aand share His joy, though He bear the cost !

Be kind, be tender, for men will say,

% The Christ that was, is not here to day ;
The Sun that rose on this wor(d's drear night
Hath left it "—if thy lamp give no light.
And [ ax comiNg. Wilt thou sit down
With fo'ded bands, and forget thy crown ?
Shall Ificd the plants of My garden dead P
My house untended— My flock uufec P
How wilt thou answer this word to Me,
Where is thy brother P—1 left him with thets

Religion—Negative and Positive.

A departare from iniquity is essential to Lhe
religion of the Bible. Cbristianity does not tol-
etate sin, but provides for ‘its pardon and de-
struction. The Author of Christianity was boly,
and therefore could not originste a system of
evil. Oae of the most interesting declaratiors
concerning his character was uttered by the Fa-
ther in these words. * Thou hatest iniquity,” He
was “ boly, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners.” Aund his religion slone, of 'sll the re-
ligions on earth, di t and d 38
sin. While his stoming work, whether in its
bearing on the Divine Goversment, ot its man-
ward aspect has reference to the sslvation of hu-
man beings from the love, practice, power, in-
flence and pauishment of sin. This deliverance
is to be realised on earth. If Jesus cannot save
his people from sin now, he never can do it. I
is an satinomisn error to ssy that the flesh may
sin, while the spirit is free from it. - Christ came
t condemn sin in the flesh. That individusl
thersfore who walks after the flesh is still under
condemnation. Those only who walk after the
Bpirit are free from guilt, and this freedom arises
from the fact that they are in Christ Jesus. Let
all 'workers of iniquity bear in mind that their
Srst duty is to forsske their wicked ways, and
turn to the Lord. Ualess this is done, no par-
don will be granted, no mercy reslized. He that
will not abandon his sins, t indulge agood
bope of glory; fer sin caagot enter there. This
is the correct ides of the beginning of a religious
life, and of eternal salvation. It 'is bowever,
only the beginning. Turping from sin is con-
pected with turning to God ; and when man ap-
proaches God, in Jesus’ name, seeking forgive-
ness, he is sure to obtain that bleseiog.

But there is implied in this religion, some-
thing more than epjoyment, imparted by “the
spirit of adoption.” There are positive duties,
relating to God, our neighbers and ourselves,
which must be discharged if we would please
God.

The domestic circle, the sanctuary, and the
world present before us a wide field for the ex-
hibition of good works in the christisn life. And
when God redeems his people * from ali iniqui-
ty,” be expects them to be “ zealous of good
works.” In this way our “light is to shine.”
As there are only three ways of doing evil, by
word, thought and deed, there are the same me-
thods of doing good, and no more. The action
of thought is esseatial to the performance of eve-
ry good work. It is the forerunner,—the source
of all the good words, sad righteous deeds which
charseterise the people of God. How importsnt
thea the prayer, * Create in“me a clean heart, O
God j and remew a right spirit within me.”

| evident as the megative. It .is not enough that
| we bave discarded the card teble, the wordly |
dance, the intoxicating bowl, the profane oath, |
! and Sabbath desecration ; we must be found at |
our post of duty, in the sanctusry and out of ir.:
The Word must be studied, if we would profic

grace to telp us in time of need.”

Christ until his coming again.”

The sick must be visited,—the poor assisted,
the ignorant instructed, the eareless admonished,
the enpquirer directed, and the sorrowful com-
forted. ‘Suarely ail the talent of earth may thus
be employed. In this menner the beautiful
symmetry of christisnity is made visible. It is
not one-sided, but well balanced. Forsaking
wrong ; doing right, “ Abstaining from all ap-
pesrance of evil,” * Cleaving to that which is
good.” . Hating sin ; loving holigess.

This religion, bearing the impress of its Au-
thor, we fear is very scsrce. Some men forsske
outward sin, bat tarn not to God. Ovibers seem
williog te abandon all sin, but will not engage
in the perfermance of religious duties. They
are ready to shout Hosanus ! on a jubilee occa-
sion, but will not stand up for Jesus, and defend
his cause, when called to mingle with the world.
They seem to forget that sin is a want of con-
formity to the law of God, as well us the trpas-
gressioa of it. ‘

Reader, what is the nature and character of
thy religion P Art thou more apxious to per
form duty than to renounce sin P Rsmember
that no duty can be properly discharged if sin is
cherished. Perhaps you are endeavouriog to
avoid every appearance of evil, but uanwilling to
identify youreelf with the people of God. Bear
in mind tbat the decision of the last day, in re-
ference to the wicked, will be iufluenced by their
negative character, “ Ye did it not” &o.
Lunenburg, 1868. G.0.H.

The Name of Jesus.

“ Above every name.” Thbis is the incompara-
bly exalted position assigned to the adorable
name of Jesus by the apostle Paul. After setting
forth Jesus as a beautiful example of bumility in
his incarnation, and of obedience in his death
on the cross, be declares : * Wherefore God also
bath highly exalted him, and given him a name
sbove every nmame.” And agaia: ¢ Far above
all principality and power and might and dom -
nion, and every name that is named, not only in
this world, but also in thbat which is to come.”
What a sublime appreciation of the diviuity of
Jesus’ name is discovered to ue in these lofty
utterances of the adoring apostle. Aand ia this
glorious aseription of supreme and eternal honor
sad power to the worthy name of Jesug;Every
disciple of Jeens, in whose inner heart-temple
his name is enshrined, joine with entbusiastio
delight. From the Annuncistion uatil now, it
has been the ambition of every sinner saved by
grace, to exalt the human name of Jesus, the
world’s Redeemer and Saviour “ above every
name.” Aod thus it *‘ is now and ever shall be,”
“ not only in this world but aleo io that which is
to come.” The 'lon‘ which was sung by the
spostie Paul on earth was only a prelude to the
loftier anthem which he, and the millions of the
ransomed who have come “ out of great tribu-
lation, and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the lamb,” unitedly
join in singiog before the throne of God. Unto
him tha* loved us, and washed us from our sins
in bis own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and bis Father, to him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever | Amen.

Bat not in power only, but in preciousness as
well, is the name of Jesus sbove every name.
To the Christian the name of Jesus “is as oint-
ment poured forth.” ¢ Thou shalt call his name
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their
sins,” is to him a precious utterance, one which
derives significance from the circumstance of
its angelic proclamation mot only, but likewise
from the miracle of his own salvation from sio.
Here power and preciousmess usite and * kiss
each otber.” The Christian finds in the name of
Jesus a charm for all his fears, a solsce for all
his sorrows, a balm for ull his wouads. Ocher
pames he may forget ; the name of Jesus, never.
His dearest earthly friends depart, snd even the
familiar names by which they were known fade
from his memory, and are seldom recalled from
the oblivion into which they are sinking deeper,
and yet deeper, as the rolling years swifily glide
into past aternity. Not so with the name of
Jesus, however. It is always fresh, always new.
It lingers evermore in the Christian’s memory.
It is a thing, s name, & fact of the ever-present
now. It is the burden of the Curistian’s * song
ia the bouse of his pilgrimage.” With the
heavenly-minded Newton he triumpbaatly sings
of Jesus:

His name yields the richest perfume,
And sweeter than music his vuice ;

His presence disperses my gloom
And makes all within me rejvice.

And thus, with his faith sustained and his hope
inepired by Jesus’ name, with Lis life sweetened
by the beavenly fragrance which it imparta, the
Christian patiently bears life’s besviest burdens,
heroically endures life’s severest crosses, richly
enjoys life’s purest pleasures, and at the last joy-
fully inherits, * in the world to coms, eternal
life."—S. V. B. Ford.

A Word Fitly Spoken.

A ycung sailor entered the study of the New
York Port Society, a few days since, and bold-
ing out bis band to the pastor, said, “You de
not know me P—Well, last May, I was here lear-
ing peither God nor man, desth nor eternity.”
The clergyman replied that be did not remem-
ber him, and drew out from him the following
history. One day a Christian friend spoke to
bim about his soul, and he told that friend how
utterly indifferent and insensible he felt. ‘: Per-
haps,” said his friend, * you may have sinned
away your day of grace.” That remark was &
pail fastened in a sure place. * The thought,”
he said, “slruck me with the nddnu'u t:l
lighting, * He attended the Port .Soouty .
meetings, and soon after weat to sea in & very
wretched state, But when out at ses, with no
Christisn to spesk to, he began to pray, snd
soon found the new and living way to the Mercy
seat, He was surrounded by a crew,

wh.,ﬁ-l’“.‘

them. This brought down on him the ridicale
of the whole ship’s company, snd the eaptain at
length told him be must change his course, that
be was making trouble among the men. The
young confessor replied, modestly but frmly,
that he would do his duty faithfully to the ship

my tongue,

The captain looked at kim a moment, io si- |
lence, and turned away. The next day to bis|
surprise, the captain called him, and said to bim, |
I think you are right; you shall not be trou-
bled any more.” Some days after this, he was
passing the the cabin door, and, to his great
joy, he saw the captain om his knees seeking
anxiously the salvation of his owa soul, snd be-
fore the voyage was over, he saw oue of his scof-
fing shipmates weeping over a tract.
be, * how that encotiraged me, and as I went to
the wheel that night, | prayed that God weuld
give me that soul,” a prayer which be had rea-
son to hope was answered.

As be turned to leave the study he took from
his purse $10 and gave it to the pastor as s
* thask-offsring,” adding, ** God has been goed
o me, and I am resolved to help to give the
Gospel to others.”

Caristian mothers, in the morning of thy
child’s life, sow thy seed ; now while he stands
by your side on the shore, speak in his young
ear words of counsel and of warning. Those
words will come to him when he is far out at sea
buffeting the storms and encountering its
perils,—over the wide waste of years, through
the roar of traffic and the sweep of passion,
faithful words will yet ring out like a clear hail,
causiog the strong bark to heave to and take a
oew departure.—N. Y. Observer.

Life Insurance Versus Salvation.

Oa entering a business man’s office in one
of our citiss, some time ago, my attention
was attracted by a card posted conspicuouasly,
and having on it the the following :

“I8 YOUR LIFE INSURED P

“ Remember life is but a shadow,

Its date the intermediate breath we draw ;

Ten thousand aceidents ia ambu h lie,

To crush the frail and fickle tenem«nt,

Which like the brittle hour-giasss measuring time,
Is often broke ere half its sands are run.”

As I read this little placard, a question of
inficitely greater importance than life ipsurance
was suggested to my mind. The question was
this.
IS YOUR SOUL SAVED ?

If life is but a shadow, if all of life that we
can call ours is the present fleeting moment, if
daoger in ten thousand forms besets us, threat-
ening to shorten the span so brief at longest, is
anythiog that can be dome to prepare for the fu-
ture so0 important as the seeking of the soul's
salvation? Oz !is not this immensely impor-
tant? Is not this business urgent? Can the
benefit of life insurance be compared with the
benefit of an interest in the blood and righteous-
ness of Christ ? I am speaking now ouly of lite
insurance as put against the salvation of the
soul. By an insurance on our lives we can pro-
vide for our families or friends left behind in the
world when we die ; but by working out our
salvation we provide for ourselves in the tryiog
bour and beyond death. “And are we uot ma-
kiog the best provision possible, not enly for
ourselves, but for others, by giving our own
hearts to Christ ? By life ipsurance we can pro-
vide for ourselves forever. A few thousand do!
lars is all that we can in this way provide for
our friends, sod this oaly for their temporai
comfort ; while by accepting God’s free grace we
become beirs to an inheritance incorruptible and
undefiled and that fadeth not away.

Ia view of these things, [ appeal to thoee of
my readers who perceive ths advantages of life
insurance. I appeal to your wisdom om behalf
of your own salvation. I ssk you, will you nor
obtain salvation too. Christ will give you an
iosurance policy, the value of which you will
never be able fully to compréhend, and this be
will do for you without money and without price.
Come, then, to Jesus Christ, and be insured for
eternity.— 8. S. Zimes.

True Christian Life.

Did a boly life consist of one or two noble
deeds—some signal specimens of doing, or en-
during, or suffering—we might account for the
failure, and reckon it small dishoner to turn
back 1a such a conflict. But a boly life is made
up of small things. It is the little things of the
hour, and not the great things of the age, tha!
6iil up a life like that of Paul and Jobn, iike that
of Rutberford, or Rrainerd, or Martyn. Little
words, nat eloquent speeches or sermons ; litule
deeds, not miracles, nor battles, nor one great
heroic act or mighty martydom, make up the
true Christian life. Toe little constant sunbesm.
not the lightaing ; the waters of Biloab, * that
go softly ” in their meek mission of refreshment,
oot the waters of torrent, noise and force, are the
true symbols of a holy life.

The avoicance of little evils, little sins, little
inconsistencies, little weaknesses, little follies,
little indiscretions and imprudences, little foi-
bles, little indulgences of self and of the flesh,
littie acts of indol or ind , or slovenli
ness or cowardice, liitle equivocations or aberra-
tioas from high integrity, little touches of shab-
biness and meanness, little bits of covetousmess
and penuriousness, little exhibitions of worldi-
mess and ghiety, little indifferences to the feelings
or wishes of others, little outbreaks of temper,
or crossness, or selfishness, or vanity; the avoid-
ance of such liftle things as these goes far to
make up at least the negative beauty of boly
life. “And then attention to the little duties of
the day nd‘Bou. in public transactions, or pri-
vate dealings, or family arrangements ; to little
words, and looks, and tones ; little self-denials
and self-restraints, and seif-forgetfulnesses ; lit-
tle plans of quiet kindness and thoughtful con-
sideration for others; to punctuality, and me-
thod, and true sim, in the ordering of each day
—these sre the active developements of a boly
life, the divine mesaics of which it is composed.

What makes yon green hill so beautiful P—
Not the outstending pesk or stately elm, but
the .bright sward which clothes its slopes, com-
of innumerable blades of slender grass,

“0,” said |

that which is bui't up of great things, will ﬂndidmiu bimself with the impression that be

littie ia Bible characters to admire or copy.— | is justifird by the Word of God. If he still |

Dr. Benar.

An Extraordinary Conversion.

. ! ’ = In the course of Wy travels, some years ago, |
by its glorious truths. The mercy-seat muat be | but he must speak of Christ’s love to him. The| before the war, I st & geutleman whom I hed
daily visited, if we would obtain mercy and fiad . c'lptdn threatened to put him in irons if be POt} { own in biliks years, and spent s night in bis
| sisted. He replied manfally, ¢ You may put me family. In the course of Geivetiuition beite-]

Oar Plnco st the Lord’s table must not be|in irons; yes, in double irons, but you u.nnot. | inérked that there had ‘t ol adest domark-|
vacant, if we would “ show forth the death of | take the love of Curist from my soul, poreilence | .~ o oo o that country, sbout o ymi

{ before, that he had ever known or hesrd of.—

J. Q. was a flae mechavie, and commanded the
bhighest wages, whéen he was sober snd would
work ; but after working six months or a yesr,

and driok till the 1 cent of his money was
gone, and he would hy as to be loath-
some.
that his skin bad peeled cff as many es three
times. He was so offensive that people wenld
oot let him stay in their houses. And at the
close of his last spree, when peeled and so of-
téusive to the olfactories, as well is tv the sight,
he came to this gentleman’s house and Jay under
his wagon shed for two weeks, where he was
fed and washed, and cared for overwive, till bhe
csuld travel. “Not long after that he went to »
meeting some ten or fifteen miles from here,
and was ceanverted ; and since then he has besn
spending most of his time in going from house
to house exhorting people to forsake sin and
turn to God; sand praying with them. "I pre-
sume, said this gentleman, that more persons
bave been converted through his instrumentslity
within the last twelve months than that of any
prescher in the state. .

I mentioned this conversation to a preacher
of that part of the country a few days after, when
he replied : * But he did not tell yeu the facts
connected with Q'a-¢onversion.”

A meeting was in progress at —— Church,
where the power of God was wonderfully dis-
played, so much so that every sinner that came
in the house for e¢ight days was eonverted.—
This 80 alarmed some sinners that they remained
out of doors, but woull come to the doors or
windows to look in and try to learn what was
going on inside the church. These observations
were ubsstisfactory; yet they feared to enter,
%0 a8 to see more, lest they should be caught.—
At length Q. said he thought he was hard enough
to be proof against all that wae in here, and be
would go in, make observations, and come and
report. So in he, went. His report is thus
stated: “ I sat down on the second seat from
the altar, where I thought I could have a fair
chance to see all that was goirg om; but direct-
ly an invisible power got hold of me, and it held
me with such force that I thought I sbould die.
[ could not speak, nor move hand or foot. 1
thought, surely I shall die bere! But after »
time the use of mylimbs was restored, snd I
lef:, thinking I would have s five time in telling
what had ooccurred. Buat when I reached the
door something said to me. You had better go
off to the wopods and pray. 8o Iwent. Asl
walked on, a burden that became intolerabie be-
gsn to rest upon me, which increased every
+tep I took, uatil I thought it would erush me,
or sink me ingo the earth. I thought it would
kill me. Something said, Ask the Lord and he
will take off the burden. I looked arcund to
see if any one could see me; then fell on my
knees and cried, Lord, have mercy on me! and
4ot up. Bomethng said. You got up too
soon ; do not be in such a hurry. I prayed the
same again slowly, but got up again. Suill it
replied, Say over the prayer slowly, and believe,
and Go | will take it away. So I fell down again
and said, Lord—bave—mercy—on—me! and
tried to bolieve, but got up sgain. Still some
thing ssid to me, You are in too great a hurry ;
get down and pray it slowly and believe, and
God will take it away. BSo I fell on my knees
sod tried it again, but got up. Still sometbing
urged me to say over the prayer slowly and be-
lieve, and God would take away the burdes.—
So I f-ll on my knees, determined to stay there
until relieved, and cried with all my soul, and

—mercy—on—me ! and light came sil arouna
and in me, and I leajed up and shouted, GLORY
T0 GoD! - The Jdevil said, You are s pretty fel
low to be shouting, and the darkness aod bur-
den returned again. But 1 fell on my knees
and prayed as before, and tried to believe ; and
the li:ht came as before, and I leaped up and
shouted, Glory to God, again.”

Thus to the great astonishment of all that
people, be came to the church and related his
story, or made its report.

“ But,” said be, *there is a secret in all
this. My mother was a Christian and a Metho-
dist before I was borp, and has made it a rule
to retire to her closet at twelve o’clock every
day to pray for the conversion of her children ;
and I have no doubt but that away in Maryland
that day she was praying for me ; for you know
it was about that hour I was converted.”

Will that encourage some hearts tc pray for
their chiidrea ?

“ The Gospel is the POWER of God unfo sal-
vation.”~Jackson Methodist.

The Bible Against Dancing.

The Rev. Dr. Patton, in aa able article in The
Independent, on the subject of dancing, thus
sume up his conclusions :

Having carefully examined every text in the
Old snd New Testaments in which the, word oc-
curs, we are led to the following conclusions :

1. That dancing was a religious act among
idolaters as well us worshippers of toe true God,

2. That it was practiced as the demonstration
of joy for vieteries and other mercies.

3. That the dances were in the daytime.

4. That the women danced by themselves;
that the danciag was mostly done by them.

6. No instance is recorded in which promis-
cuous dancing by the twe sexes took place.

6. That, whea the dance was perverted from a
religious service to mere amusement, it was re-
garded as disreputable, and was performed by
the * vain fellows.”

7. The only instance of dansing for amuse-
ment mentioned are of the worldly families des-
cribed_ by Job—the daughter of Herodiss, and
the “ vpin fellows.” Neither of these bad aay
tendency to promote piety.

8, That the Bible furnishes pot the slighest
sanctioned for promiscuous damcing as sn

the csptain dows, where scoffers and
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smusement, ap practiced at the present time.—

or semetimes longer, he would get on a -pne%

He had beétn' so burned with liquore’

tried to believe with all my besrt, Lord—have

bolds on to the practice, let bim fiad his jus-
[ tification from other sources, snd say frankly,
|1 love the dance, and am determined to practice
!il. Bible or vo Bible.

| Beligims Juclignre.

France.
| Extract of @ Leller jm-‘ the Bev. Wm. Gibsom,
4. B

I
11 One chief feature of the year in connexion with
| our Methodist work in the Paris Circuit has bees
| the erection of s mew school-bouse at Chantilly.
Our work has been so prespered,that we peeded
| & building in which we might worship God sud
instruct the children. Shortly after the opesing:
of the Exbibition the foundatien-stone of the
bouse of prayer was laid, apd domations throughe
out the year varyiog from twopence to Hfty
poands have been given to aid in this good work,
80 that on the first day of this year we were enn-
bled to open the school both for school purposes
and for Divine worship ; and when further dona~
tions to the amount of one bundred and sixty-
five pounds shail have been received, we shall-be
able to open the chapel for the proclamation of
glad tidings of the gospel of peace.

If we read aright the signs of the times,
France is becoming lesa Catholic and more scep-
tica!, If the pecple of Egland knew experimen-
tally as much of the offscts of Rulualism as France
they would not be ready to embrace it. The re-
bound, however, is unfortunstely to, scepticiem.
Asked to believe everything they end by be-
lieving nothing. Parisians] of the present dasy,
like the Athenians in 8t Paul's day, chiefly ce-
oupied in telling or in hearing some new tbirg,
act as though they did pot care whetber there
was a God or net. * Ged is not in all their
thoughts. There is no fear of God before their
eyes.”

Heonce the importanee of every evangelical of-
fort te bring them to reflection and te “ think
on their;ways.” When Frenchmen are convert-
ed, they become more earnest, devoted, and un-
worldly, than the Christiaas of Bogland ; snd
they are wonderfully ficted by matural quslifica-
tions to become ful Missi ies of the
Cross. Waat France needs—O thet in answer
to the prayer of his people this want mey be sup-
plied !—is, that God should raise up in her midet
men filled with love to Himeselt snd to the per.
ishing souls of their fellow-mes, to speak to them
with ““ tongues of fire,” and, above all, that »
wave of Divine influence should roll over the
land.

Ceylon.
Eziract of a Letter from Rev. J. W, Philips,
Natwe Minister.
RESULTS OF OUR LABOUR AMONGST THE
HEATHENS,

Although I canuot as yet report any actual
coVersion within the past few months, yet I am
4lad to state that the preaching of the word of
God bas awakeved some to inquire after the way
of salvation. Some men of profligate charscter
are, no doubt, touched 10 their bearts, and begin
to sce their conduct in the sight of God as eie-
ful in the bighest degree ; and that nothing they
may or can do will aione for their sins. The be-
iiel of many in their false gods begins to shake;
and 1 doubt not but that Gud is thus preparing
the way for the accomplishment of His gracious
purposes. We know we hive a mighty battle
to fight with tke devil and bis emissaries ; but
we do not despfir, seeing that the * Lord of
nosts” is with us. Particular sitention has been
pid to viriting the beathsn in their owa houses,
where they receive us kindly, and listen to the
reading of the Scriptures with no smali attention,
Ic this mancer the females, who, with rare ex-
ceptions, never join the males 1n atteading our
public meetings, bave bad opportunities offered
for bearing us in their own bouses. BSome of the
moonlight services beld in our school bungslows
were well aitended. Here | may remutk, that
tte Bivites of Batticaloa diffsr very muth from
those of J.ffiain this :—viz., while the latter
bave always & tendency not 10 discuss ressonably
on religious subjects, but to raise useless and of-
ten absurd obj-ctions agsinst Christianity, the
former are apt to listen attentively, end display
no disposition to disturb the preacber. I con-
fidently trust, that, sooner or later, God will be
graciously pleased to answer our prayers om be-
half of our countrymen, so that ** the word of the
Lord masy bave free cours: and be glorified.”

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF THE HEATHEN.

Some of the principsl obswscles which binder
the poor hesthen from embracing the Christian
reiigion, are the following. In the first place, 1
may say that the heatben having narrowly waich
ed the conduct of a few of those who call them-
selves Christians, whose immoral character is so
glsring, be begius to think that a religion which
changes not the charscter of such men is equslly
bad as his own. Where, then, he asks is the
use of embracing such s religion P

In the second place, the heathen look st the
conduet of those who received baptism in Limes
past, and who bave mow apostatized from the
faith. Huadreda of these come for baptism to
pleate a Government agent, snd secure some
employment in the Court of Cuteherry ; but, see-
ing that many of them failed to secure what-they
wished, relapsed to beathenism. The proverd,
“ As a dog returseth to his vemit, so a foel re-
turneth to bis folly,” will not apply to these un-
fortunate men ; because they never actually turn-
ed away from their felly, they only seemed to
turn. The present conduct of some of these
men is so shocking, that even the heathen ** Ve-
dsnte” wili blush to look at them.

Otbers there are, in the third place, amongst
the heathen, who dislike Christiannity because it
will not allow them to commit sins which they
love and cherish as the apple of theireye Thus
these people confess the superiority of the Chrie-
tian religios, but are unwilling to forsake their
sins. Thej are persusded ia their own mind
that * without boliness no man shall see the
Lord ;” and yet their depraved hearts will not
sllow them to go to Christ for boliness. Take
away this holiness of beart and life, and the ob-
stacle vanishes. This is what Popery is doing
in Ceylon and Indis. Absolution for flagrast
atd abominable sins may be easily purchased by
the payment of & fow dollars to the Romish

|

But it may be asked whetber tbe sbove sre
real cbstacles, and what means could be devissd
t0 remove them. 1 may spswer that the firet
twe are indeed, in some measure real hindrances
to the sprsad of the Gospel. Our chiel aim,
therefore, s to bring back those wandering sbeep
10 the fold-of Him who laid down . His life for
them. I bave some reason to believe that a fow
of these predigal sone are now en their way to
their Fatber's bouse) to be iled to Him for
ever..

With regard to she last h'ndranca, [ need sy
nothing. The obstacle or rather objestion (or
by whataver name it may.be called) ouly exalts
the Christisn religion, and requires no argument
whateyar to prove that it came from beaven. We
g0 oo preaching the word of God which s
“ sbarper than amy twe-edged aword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and apiris.
and of the joints and merrow, snd is a discers-
or of the thoughts and inteats of the heart. We
sow the aeed with the bope that a gracious God
will, in his own time, make Jit grow, aad briog
forth fruits, to the praise and glory of His holy
name, Amen.

Albany Missionary Anniversary.

The late swviversary of the Missionary So-
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Aibsny was a of | interest. The
sermous and addresses on the occasion were full
of the missiomary fire and spirit, and greatly
moved the hearts of the crowded sudiences that
listened. ‘Some of the addresses were unusually
eloquent sdd puwetful. Rev. Geerge Douglas,
of Montreal, delivered sa address of great power.
The following extract from his address will be
read with interest :—

Now, wherever Christianity has gone, it hes
led the way in social sud national development.
Leck, for instance, as Lord Macaulay has said,
at that English branch of the great Teutonic
rece, & race that is represented in this hall to-
night. At the time of the Augustiae oge of the
Roman empire, when the eloquence of Cicero
lingered in her marble halls, and the poetic genius
of Virgil, Horace, and Ovid still adorned her
palaces—far off in the west of the Europesn
contiment was an 'lsle, the inhabitants of which
were tsttooed savages, who rosmed and raged
around it as savage cannibale ; but Christianity
came to that rade and conquered it forever., It
imbibed the best blood of the old Scandinavien
sea kings of "‘the North, the men of Norman
blood. It kindled the intellect ; it woke the
soul ; it edvanced the standard of liberty ; it
planted the Anglo-Baxon race upon this vest
American contivent, and it has gives them do-
minion. And, therefore, we rejsice to say thet
Britennia and Columbis uwitedly rule the wave.
In the one, I see a rising up and shaking off of

the feuddlism of the ages in her Reform Bill,

snd, in the other, I see her grandly wiping off
the black dishonour of three hundred years i»
proolsiming liberty from this time forth and lor
evermore.

Christianity, as I have said, is going forth to
victory. There is pot one strong, stalwert,
sinewy, vigorous system of error at this hour
upon the face of this earth, Where is the porch
and the Academy P Where are the dialectics of
Aristotle, the eloquence of Demosthenes, the
philosophy of Plato, to grace the idolatry of the
present P 1If Dr. Wentworth would only spesk,
he would tell you that the belief of China is o
mnmmy which the breath of free thought will
utterly drive away. 1f your representatives
from Indis were to speak, they would tell you
that the gigantic system of heathenism is & giant
but he is smitten with a paralysis and is wasting
to the last 'degree of sttenustion. If we look
at that great system of Romsnism that bas lorg
been a somsambulist, a sort of Rip Van Winkle.
that bas been sleeping while the world has bees
going on, we shull see that it is dying at its
beart and wasting at its extremities by the power
of Christiswity.

_ 6wl Blucln,

Force of Habit.

Buke relates that for a long time he had been
under the necessity of frequeating s certain place
every day, and so far from fiading any plessure
in it, he was affeoted with a sort of uneasinesr
and disgust ; snd yet if by any meacs he passec
by the usual time of going thither, be felt re-
markably unessy, and was not quieted umtil be
wasin bis asusl track,

Persons who use snuff soon desden the sen-
eibiity of smell, 30 that a pinch is taken uncon-
sciously, and without any sensation being exerted
thereby, sharp though the stimulus may be.

Alér a series of years winding up a watch ot
s certain bour, it becomes 30 much s routine ss
1o be dooe in utter umconsciousness, meanwhile
the mind and body are engsged in something
entirely different.

Ao old man is reported to bave scolded bie
msid servant very severely for pot baviog put
bis glage in the proper position for shaving.—
“ Why, sir,” replied the girl, “ I have omitted
it for monthe, sad I thought you shave just as
well without it.

We are all creatures of babit, and the doing
of disagreesble things may become more plea-
ssut than omissions ; showing te the young the
importande of forming correct habits in early
life, to the end that they msy be carried out
without an effort, even although st first it may
have required some self-denial, some considers-
ble resolution to bave falien into them.

Bat if doing disagreeable things does by eus-
tom become more pleasurable than their omis-
sion, then/ the doing right, because we love to do
what is right, becomes a double plessure to the
performer in the comsciousness that while he is
yielding sllegiance to his Maker, he benefits bis
fellow man, sod caomot get out of well-doing
without an effort and o psmg. Thus are the
truly good hedged round sbout, and are more
confirmed in their good doing, and its practice
becomes easier and more delightful the longer
they live, helpiog them to go down to the grave
* Jike a8 8 shock of corn cometh in bis season.”

These principles are equally applicable to our
physical nature—to bodily health. Habits of
regulerity, temperanes, cleanliness, snd exercise
betome & sscond mature in time ; their perform-
snoe & plessure, their infrestion s discomfort §

hol, or the employment of tobacco in chewing,
smoking, or souffing, and the over indulgence of
the propensities, becomes  siavery, an iron dee-
potism, which in the end debases the heart, un-
dermioes the health, and destreys life, meking
s miserable wreck of soul, body and estate to-
gether.

My Fireside.

At home agaia I sofily stand,

Watching wmy wife by the fireside there—
Her fair bead resting oa ber hand—

Fast asleep in the easy-chair.
Poor little bird | did she weary grow

Watching s0 long my coming to greet !
Watching the shadows come snd go,

And listening for footateps in the street P

I've no Fifth Avenue mansion fine,
With costly mirrors and pictures vare ;
There's but one picture I csn call mine,
*Tis by the fireside there.
Surely a fairer ne’er was seen !
Ab, Rapbsel never painted a face
So gentle sud pure and sweet | ween,
Nor a form o full of grace !

My cheerfal home, so cosy and neat.
Is an Eden made by my little wife ;
The last, best gift, most wondrous sweet,
With which God crowans my life |
Our little table is set for tea,
With simple china gilt and white,
Bat 'tis better far than Scvres to me,
As it gleams in the fice-light.

I sm only & clerk with a salary small,
But Mabel and | ne'er wish for more @
We never go to concert or ball,
Nor care & whit for feshion and show.
But I bave musio—Mabel sings
Low to me at the eventide,
When like & bird with weary wings
1 rest me bere at my darling’s side.

“ Come back, some back from dream-land new,
Mabel darling '™ I softly call,
While on cheek and lip and snowy brow
Tenderly my warm kisses fall,
I drew the head, with ite curls of gold,
Down to this loviag heart of mine ;
O, never did monarch a treasure hold
Like that round whioh my arms entwine !
— Harper's Weekly.

Quakers at Home.

The Friénds present a model of interior
home-life. They oultivate the amenities, the
consideration, the cheer, and the sbundance
which make & home happy. They spesk to one
another with surpassing geotleness ; they smile
upon one apether with a sweet benignity ; they
welcome the visitor to sstounding hospitality.—
[heir religion consists in creating bappiness in
the housebold. They ate geutle, loviag end
attentive to children. ‘They setk to promete
iike doeility and cheerfulness smong the * rising
geveration.” They are equally attentive to old
age, with & chestened respectfuiness of manner
which exalts the self-respect of declining years.
Whatever can be done to make a home com-
fortable and cheery is first to be done. Otber
Christians deny to themselves home comfors
for the sake of preaching the Gospel to the
neathen; but the Bociety of Friends believe
that charity begine at bome. Tbeir Gospel, is
one of home pesce. Tbheir heaven on esrth
s to win some foretaste of the “ rest which re-
maineth for tbe children of God.” Tiey ezem-
plify what the Christisn fireside ought (0 be—
warm without heat, cbeerful without excitement,
bright without dassle. Loog live the Quaker
nomes |

The Puritans’ Witch-Pins.

Samuel Colt, the founder of the magnificent
arms macufactory of Hartford, Connecticut,
London, &c., acd known all over the world,
nsppened 10 be visiting that somewhat famous
museum st Salem, Massschusetts—a vast om-
nium gatherum of all the ancient relics of Puri-
tsnism—with other cu iosities, be wes shown o
large lot of ervoked brass pins, dingy snd
4reen with age and verdigris, which had been
vomited up by the poor victims of persesution,
when the devil bad been cast out of them by
the good and boly exorcists of thet period.

Colonel Colt examined the pios with grost in-
.erest and olose scrutiny. - At length.bé said to
he attendant :

“1Is it certain that these pins were reslly
hrows up by these poor woman-devils st that
remote time P

¢ You'll find the dete in the cata'ogue which
you have in your hand,” was the only reply.

*“ Yes, 1 see—1 see, responded the Colonel;
* but I've been lookirg iato these pins s _little,
snd | fiod that the long part sud the bead of the
pin sre al ia vne picce! This makes it bad,
you see, because that kind ofgait was inven ed
sbout s century aod a ngff dlefthe wiiches of
New Eoglsnd were ee for being * pos-
essed with the devii I” 4 the ides, sir P—
[sese pine ought to bave been old E igiish pias,
the besds and bodies sepsrated ; snd | den't
know boew you are to get ‘em now; for our
pins have rua that kind out of the market years
and years ago.” i

The exhibitor wiited, and those ** crooked

pias” have vanished from (b.&

A Good Husband.

“ Kind words are never lost”

1 often see srticles about the good wife, snd
what sbe must do to make ber busbsnd bappy,
but rarely snythiog sbout a good busbend and
what he must do to please his wife. [ have b en
s wife and mo'her for rearly tweity years, snd
I believe have dove all in my power to make my
busbscd snd children bsppy, sad | must ssy
that nothing 80 much adds to my happiners ss a
kind word from wy husband, s kiod Jook, a kind
sct. Ob, bow cheering, sfier & bard dsy’s toil st
the wash-tub, or the wheel, or tbe loom, or the
hot fire cooking for harvest hands, or a s'eepless
night with a sick babe—how cbeering is a kind
wurd snd s sweet kiss and s smile from the bus-
band snd fatber. But to thisk of bitterness,
angry look, enrsged temper, sco'ding and com-
plaints of everything sround him, makes my

yery bloed run cold.




