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NOTES

THE OLD STORY.—The English
secular newspapers lose no oppor-
acking a joke at the ex-
pense of the Trish—sometimes good
pumoredly, to & certain extent, but
pearly always with the aim of cast-
n the Irishman and his

tunity of cr!

ing ridicule O

religion. One of these papers Te-
cently re-hashed a number of very
under the

old jokes and anecdotes
heading of  ‘‘New Hibernianisms.’”
All of them has the customary
sting. It is worthy of note that
the daily press of Montreal takes
care to reproduce these anti-Irish
jokes.
.

MIXED MARRIAGES.—It would
pe interesting and instructive to
know the sort of life led from child-
hood up to the taking of the step
that eventuated in the unblessed
union of the Catholic man or woman
who contracts a mixed marriage; to
find out whether their parents ful-
filled the duties of their state; and
$o ascertain if the school to which
nt their children was a Cath-
olic one. The knowledge thus gain-
ed would throw a mew light wupon
the question of mixed marriages. We
do not believe that such deplorable
unions are on the increase in Can-
ada. In Germany, however, the
number of them is growing largen
each year. In 1901 there were in
Berlin alone over a thousand ‘‘mar-
riages”’ of Catholic and Protestants
contracted before Protestant minis-
ters, the groom being a Protestant
in 460 cases, and the bride- being a
Protestant in 594. The Catholic
clergymen of the German Capital
are doing their utmost to prevent
the occurrence of such unions.

they se!

CARDINAL LOGUE AND KING.~
Irishmen have been accused of being
hard-hearted and unsympathetic, be-
cause they displayed no ostentatious
sorrow at the sickness of the pre-
sent King. Those who make such a
charge know little of the Irish char-
acter. The Irish are warm-hearted
and generous, even to a fault. They
prayed for the King; for they prac-
tice the counself of Our Lord. At
the recent meeting of the Irish bish-
ops Cardinal Logue interpreted the
sentiments of all the other prelates
who were present, made this state-
meflti~"1 know I am expressing the
opinion of all who are here when I
Say that we have the greatest sym-
pathy with the King, apart altoge-

her from all political considera-
tions; and that we should offer a
very earnest prayer that it may
Please God to restore him to health
and to the leadership of the state
which he promises to govern so
Wisely.”” ‘These words are all the!
more generous when the past his-
tory and the present grievances of
Ireland are borme in mind, and es-
DPecially when it is remembered that
the King’s accession oath contains |
clauses which insult the vast major-
ity of the people of o

o THE WEK.

journey, and that he will return in
safety to preside over our diocese
with all the ability and zeal. which
have . characterized his administra-
tions of its affairs since his eleva-~
tion to the occupancy of the See.

A SUBSCRIBER’S REMARKS. —
The attention of our city readers is
directed to ‘“A Timely Note of Warn-
ing”’ which appears in another part
of this issue of the ‘‘True Witness.””
The remarks of ‘““An Old Subscriber’’
are somewhat frank; but his candor
is that of a friend. The continued
desecration of the old grave-yard at
Point St. Charles, where lie the
bones of thousands of Irish Catholic
victims of the ship-fever which they
contracted in coming from their fa-
mine-stricken and misgoverned coun-
try to a land of plenty where they
were received with fraternal cordial-
ity, is one of the matters touched
upon. There appears to be a grave
‘dereliction ‘of duty somewhere, due
either to indifference or deliberate
neglect. The ‘“True Witness” has
done its best to keep its readers in-
formed as to the actual situation.
A representative interviewed Dr.
Davidson, Archbishop Bond’s attor-
ney, last February, as to where the
matter stood. The information then
elicited was that the committee ap-
pointed by the synod to deal with
the question had written to the
Grand Trunk Railway Company a-
bout it, but had received no reply.
It seemd reasonable to ask why the
company had not been communicated
with again, and why the company
has sent no reply. Did or did it
not act illegally in taking possession
of the cemetery and removing thi
huge monument? It was understood
last year that a suit was to be tak-
en against the company without de-
lay. The matter, however, has been
allowed to drop. Who is responsi-
ble for the delay?

@

Another matter referred to by
“An Old Subscriber,”” is that of a
Catholic daily newspaper. As we

have often stated in the ‘‘True Wit-
ness,”” if our people desire to attain
any success in public affairs they
must possess the auxiliaries neces-
sary to the attainment of a posi-
tion in which they will be no longer
obliged to ask favors at the hands
of other sections of our community,
but will be able to demand equal
rights and even-handed justice, with-
out fear or favor. First of these
auxiliaries would rank a daily paper
that would be run on lines similar
to thos( of the “True Witness’” —
strictly non-partizan, and calculated
to bring about the unity that should
prevail in our own ranks. Other
auxiliaries would speedly follow.
Many people think that to carry on
a daily paper is ajhuge undertaking.
duch is not the case. If the ten
thousand Iriskmen and Irishwowen
of Montreal, heads of families, snd
those wh», not householders, are en-
ged in the various professions und
adcs, would all make the sinell
sacrifice of giving ten - dollars  in
oh all. and no exception — tre
1 would be e daily

(solemn and imipressive Pontifical Re-

-

justly remarks of the movements for
the establishment of public free li-
braries is to minimize religious know-
ledge and to induce the patrons .of
the libraries to be satisfied with se-
cular reading. The movement for
their establishment is non-Catholic.
Even if Catholic books are to be
found in such libraries the good ef-
fected by them is counteracted by
the non-Catholic, the anti-Catholic,
the non-Christian and the anti-Chris-
tian books which are there also.
These will always be a source of
contamination, for their presence is
a constant. temptation to the pa-
trons to read them. The only safe
course to follow M\ to establish
Catholic free libraries without de-
lay, to encourage Catholics to fre-
quent them, to create and foster in
our boys and girls a taste for read-
ing Catholic' works.

THE SECULAR LIAR.—The busy,
gossiping, prying, and unserupulous
secular journal is never at a loss for
a sensational item when ordinary
news is scarce; and it is strange that
in such cases eminent Catholic per-
sonages atre as a rule, from the Pope
downward made the subject of an
imaginary piece of intelligence. Last
Sunday’s editions of American dail-
ies published the following dated
from Chicago, under large type
heads:—

‘ During the early hours yesterday,
when the fierce storm that prevailed
was almost at its height, the body
of Archbishop Feehan, over which a

quiem ,Mass had been celebrated
Thursday, was taken from the public
receiving vault in Mount Calvary
Cemetery and placed in the private
vault of a prominent Chicago family.
The Church authorities will not ac-
knowledge they are afraid of grave
‘robbers, but it is known that the
robes in which the prelate was bur-
jed are rich with jewels. Upon one
finger - there is a massive ring of
diamonds, with an immense amethyst
in the centre. The trimmings and
embroideries of the vestments are a
wealth of pure gold, and all the pins
of the vestments are of the same pre-
cious metal, and some of them are
jewelled.”’ .

Nothing could be Dbetter calculated
to excite the cupidity of ‘' grave
robbers’”’ than the publication of
such obviously unfounded nonsense.

The Benedictines
“ At Mount Olivet.

‘The Abbot-General of the Cassinese
Congregation of Primitive Observ-
ance has sent to all the monasteries
of the Congregation copies of the
decree which the Sacred Congrega-
tion of Propaganda, by order of the
Holy Father, issued on the 26th of
August, last year, with regard to
the erection of a Benedictine monas-
tery with a Syriac seminary attach-
ed, on Mount Olivet, upon property
acquired by the Benedictines. The
purchase was in time to prevent the
acquisition of the property by the
Russian Church which is actively en-
deavoring to extend its influence in
the Holy Places. By the decree au-
thority is given to the Benedictine
monks to erect on Mount Olivet a
seminary for the education of young
clerics belonging to any diocese of
the Syriac Rite. The direction and
administration of the seminary and
the church will be in the hands of
the Benedictine monks who will con-
tinue to use the Latin Rite. They
will be aided in teaching the liturgy
of the Syriac Rite by ecclesiastics
whose functions are exercised accord-
ing to that Rite. The new chureh
will correspond with all the require-
ments of the Syriac liturgy. The
Holy Father has given 20,000 “lire
{as his contribution to the proposed
buildings.—Catholic ~Times, Liver-
pool. ST e : ™ !

PRICE ‘FIVE CENTS.

rTh‘eTrappi tMnnhslery
At Oka
TOTALLY DESTAOVED Y iR

It {s with great regret that we
have to chronicle the total destruc-
tion by fire of the renowned Trap-
pist Monastery at Oka. Of the mag-
nificent stone buildings which greet-
ed the eye of the tourist the
slope of a hill overlooking the Lake
of Two Mountains, about nine miles

rt. Eustache, all that now re-
maing are a few walls and a mass
of debris.

’1‘he!mnin portion of the monastery

on

from

was tiwo hundred feet long and sev-
enty feet wide, and was four storeys
in height., It was flanked by two
wings of the same height, and meas-
uring seventy-five feet in length and
fifty feet in width.

several

There were also

outbuildings, including a
bakery, a cheese and butter factory,
a house where wine and cider were
made, a store-house for vegetables,
and other buildings.

The fire broke out in the tailor
shop on the third storey of the
eastern wing, where a large quanti-
ty of woollen and linen fabrics were
stored. The cause of the fire is a
mystery; it is at present attributed
to mice nibbling at match heads.
Flames were noticed in this part
of the building at five o’clock on
Wednesday afternoon, and the alarm
was given to all who were staying
in the monastery, guests, monks and
students in the agricultural school|
The monks employed in the fields
and gardens, were just returning from
their f{avors, and were in time to
render all the assistance they could.
The monastery was well equipped
with fire extinguishing apparatus,
but as a very strong wind was blow-
ing all the willing aid in some cases,
daring efforts put forth to cope with
the fire were unavailing.

The flames first extended from the
tailor shop to the chapel, which was
a beautiful structure, richly embell-
ished. All the sacred vessels, the
crosses, and the sacerdotal vestments
were saved, but all that is left of
the sacred edifice Itself is a quad-
rangle composed of four stone walls.
The alacrity with which the salvage
was effected was due to the Rev.
Father Aureliau and the thirty stud-
ents of the school of agriculture.

The flames swiftly spread to the,
main body of the building, thence to
the west wing, and from there to
the out-houses.

There was somewhat of dramatic
force in the spectacle presented by
ninety-seven monks, all work-
ing in silence to subdue the
flames and to save what-
ever could be rescued from the dev-
ouring element. Even in the excite-
ment naturally caused by such a
conflagration they never spoke, but
merely gave signs with their hands
when compelled to communicate to
one another.

There were three invalid brothers
ijn the monastery, and these were
safely removed to & small building
adjo‘inﬁxg the agricultural school fif-
teen acres from the scene of the dis-
aster.

St. Eustache was telegraphed to
for assistance, and this was prompt-
ly forthcoming. Owing to the as-
sistance rendered by the people  of
St. Fustache and their fire brigade,
the barns and the stables were sav-
ed from being burned.

1n the cellars of the main building
werle 4,080 gallons of wine and 9,000
gallons of cider, 15 barrels of su-

., wine-making machinery, ete.,
and all was destroyed. :

‘the greatest loss was that of

library, where about 5,000 books

. number of old manus-
ue, were plac-

Boisvert, Chouinard, Bourbeau, Car-
dinal and Giguere.

Not a life was lost, and no acci-
dent happened, so admirable was the
order preserved by the monks and
brothers. Nt

The total loss is estimated at a-
bout $300,000, one-third of which is
covered by jnsurance.

The fruit trees and other trees in
the gardens surrounding the monas-
tery were destroyed, and so, too,
were the wooden crosses in the ceme-
tery bearing the simple Christian
names of the monks whose resting
places they marked.

The erection of the Trappist, or
most correctly speaking, Reformed
Cisterian Monastery at Oka, was

due to the decree of the French Gov-
ernment in 1880 expelling the reli-
gious orders. On the 8th of April,
1881, the Abbot de Bellfontaine and

several monks arrived in Montreal,
and after an interview with Abbe
Colin, Superior of the Seminary,

were given a thousand acres in the
seigneury of Two Mountains. A
monastery was at once built. It was
afterwards found to be too small,
and the monastery that has just
been burnt down was built in 1897
by an anonymous benefactor.

The sympathy of all the Catholics
not only in the Province of Quebec,
but throughout the entire Dominion
go out to the good Trappist Fathers
in their loss.

——————

Catholic Sailors’ Club.

SHEA.

PROF. P. J.

The weekly concert of the Catholic
Sailors’ Club, which was given by
Prof. P. J. Shea and $St. Ann’s
choir, on Wednesday evening, was
one of the best of the season. The
choir was assisted by a number of
seamen of the ships now in port.

Among those who occupied seats
on the platform besides Mr. M. Ca-
sey, president of St. Ann’s Young

Men's Society, who presided, were
Rev. Father LaRue, chaplain, Rev.
Fathers McCarthy, Gagnier, and
others.

The chairman in opening the pro-
ceedings, delivered a neat speech,  in
the course of which he complimented
the president and executive of the
Club upon the splendid work they
were doing in aid of the seamen. He
closed by assuring the Club of the
hearty support of the organization
which he had the honor to represent.
The following ladies and gentlemen
took part in the programme :— A.
Jones, B. Norris, E. Jackson, R. J.
Hiller, A. Reid, J. Slattery, E. Watt,
Miss Mackay and Miss Jones, Sea+
men Jenkins, Jones, Robinson and
Pigton. The physical drill in which
Masters Grifin, Guy, McFarlane,
Scott, Donchie and Brady, from the
steamship Montezuma, took part,
was an excellent feature. A most
pleasant evening was brought to a
close by the singing of God Save
Ireland.

Next Wednesday’s concert will be
given by Division No. 2, of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians.

e

gress, and to the difficulty of the
work itself. The work, they state,
is now, however, complete, as far us'
publication from the manuscripts or-
iginally contemplated is concerned ;
but they point out that there are
many Irish manuscripts in other li-
braries, relating to the Brehon Laws,
which have not yet been edited or
even properly examined, and they are
of opinion that the Government
should consider the advisability of
employing a comptent scholar to
visit the continental libraries and
report as to the additional matter
which may be found there. But whe-
ther this be done or not, the Com-
missioners believe that the volumes
which they have published will place
in the hands of Celtic philologists
and philosophical jurists an import«
ant body of materials, which must
throw a most valuable light on the
legal institutions and social system
of ancient Ireland. In conclusion,
the Commissioners pay a tribute to
the work of the late Bishop Graves
in connection with the Commission.

e

ENTHUSIASTIC PARISHIONERS,

—

Future parishioners, men, women
and children, of the new Catholic
Church to be erected at Thirtieth

and Reed streets, Philadelphia, not
long ago turned out to the number
of one thousand, each carrying a
shovel or a pick, and began to make
excavations for the foundation of the
building. The Rev. Patrick Mullen,
pastor of the parish, turned the first
spadeful of earth. Then the waiting
throng went to work with a will and

dug a trench sixty yards long and
five feet deep. The toilers, it was
said, would continues to dig every

night until the foundations were fin-
ished.

NEW YORK CATHOLICS
PETER’S PENCE.

AND

The archdiocese of New York has
realized the expectations of the late
Archbishop Corrigan by giving $50,-
000 this year tn Peter's Pence. At
the time of the Pope's Jubilee Arch-
bishop Corrigan sent him a check
for $50,000 as New York’'s contribu-

tion to Peter’'s Pence. The Arch-
bishop anticipated that the geperos-
ity of the diocese would approach
this sum.

ALDERMAN WALSH THANKED.

At the regular meeting of Hoche-
laga County Board of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians, held on the
18th inst., resolutions were unanim-
ously adopted, thanking Alderman
M. J. Walsh for his successful ef-
forts towards securing recogni'tion‘ol
the just rights of the Irish citizens
of Montreal.

IRELAND’S GREAT PRELATE

Dr. Croke, Archbishop of Cashel, is
now seventy-eight years of age. He
is the ““Grand Old Man’’ of the Irish
hierarchy.

IRISH AMERICANS.

The handsome sum of $17,000 has
been subscribed by Irish Americans
to the United Irish League. J

PATRIOTIC

Little traits often reveal character
more effectively than great deeds.

A Christian hand must by no
means Le lifted up in resistanco; for
Christ will not have His disciples
like the rest of the world, but or-
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