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They were_sitting in front of the
segar store last evening, each en-
joying a newly-lighted Key West,
when Hooley said to his friend Fin-
nessy

“I see from the reports of the
Register of Wills Office that nearly
all the rich Catholics who recently
died have left more or less of their
money for Masses for the
their souls. 1 am always delighted
4o read of such a good disposition
of their wealth, and consider that
in giving donations to religion and
«<harity they have left a splendid ex-
ample. But in reading over the va-
rious wills it occurred to my mind
that, notwithstanding all that has
Peen said and written against it,
money is still a great power, both
Yor this world and the next, and
that the rich people in thus securing
the services of religion by its use
have many advantages over the poor
in spiritual matters. It seems to me
that this and several similar prac-
tices among Catholic carcely har-
monize with the teachings of divine “
faith or the equality of all men be-
fore God."”

““Hooley, 3 Finnessy, ‘‘the
money microbe seems to be always
eating you; you seem to conclude it
must be at the root of everything,
both spiritual and temporal. No
doubt money is of great advantage
to a man in this world, and if pro-
perly used will assist him in the next
world also. There are saints in the
Kalendar who had it in abundance,
but they did not put their hearts in
its possession and only used it for
charity and to do good. As the
Scripture says, they possessed it as
if they possessed it not So few,
however, know how to use it as if
sessed it not that our Bless-
s all men of its dan-
sures them that it is
camel to pass through

repose of

ger and a
easier for a

the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to ‘enter heaven! On the con-
trary, lle blessed the poor in their

poverty and detachment from earth-
1y things and assured them that
theirs is the kingdom of glory. It
is, therefore, easy to see that -the |
condition of the poor and the rich |

as they leave this world is not by
any ‘means the same in the eyes of
God, but that, on the contrary,
the debt they owe to the justice of
the Almighty will be weighed in an |
entirely different balance. ‘Woe to |
yYou who are rich, for you have your
consolation: Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven' are the words of the Ser-
amon on the Mount. Common sense
teaches that the purgatory of the
poor man who bore his cross in pa-
tience will be infinitely shorter than
the purgatory of the rich man who |
feasted sumptuously every day, and
that as a consequence the prayers,
the alms and the Masses given and
offered for the rich man should be
more numerous  and more lasting
than for the poor man. For this rea-
son I applaud the rich Catholics for
Providing for themselves in their
wills and, as the Scripture s
making for themselves friends of thc
mammon of iniquity.’”

“But,’” says Hooley, “won’t the
rich man in purgatory who secured
€0 many to pray for him on earth
soon catch up with' the poor man
who has few or none to remember
him? The legacy he left for the ce-
lebration of Masses as well as the
prayers of the orphans and the poor
will surely even up any inequality in
ithe length of their punishment.”

“The efficacy of the Holy Sacri-
fice,”” says Finnessy, “‘is one thing;
its application to the individual soul
is quite another thing. You must
remember that the Church has no

jurisdiction over her children be-
yond the grave and that she loses
her power of binding and loosing

them on their departure from earth.
She prays for them after death,
teaching us that it is a holy and a
wholesome thought to do so, but
how far the Holy Sacrifice which
she offers for them are applied to
the individual souls in purgatory or
how properly disposed the individu-
al souls may be found to receive
such benefits are matters entirely
beyond her knowledge and wholly in
the hands of God. The duration of
purgatory for each individual 'soul is
known only to the Almighty. The
Church tells us that we should al-
ways pray for the faithful departed
as long as we live and that the
souls detained in purgatory are
helped chiefly by the acceptable sa-
crifite  of the altar. Her decisions
go no farther than this in| invest-
fgating the mysteries of the future
life. With this knowledge before us
it is, then, fair to concludeg that the
rich cannot make stated terms with
the Almighty or purchase heaven on
their own conditions, and| that the
_wirtuous poor, the special friends of
our Dlessed Lord on earth, will most
likely have the happiest death and
the shortest purgatory. I am speak-
ing, of course, about tho#e who die
in the state of grace and| in friend-
a Catho-

ty, and his poverty or riches will
avail  him nothing after judgment.
N\unberle-s prayers and Masses may
for the repose [af his soul,

t. *ﬂwy will not. be offered in
', but wlll go into what
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; ‘or to the luit.h!ul de-

lall her p
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 Hooley,

member the poor after death? Such

an omission would show a defect in
the divine plan of the Church and

would certainly give color to the
charge that the rich have advan-
tages over the poor.”’

“*Nothing could be farther {from
the truth,”” says Finnessy. ‘‘ Aside
from the Communion of Saints,

which teaches that the worthy mem-
bers of the Church share all their
good works in common, everyday
experience should convince you that
no practice is more general amongst
Catholics than praying far the dead.
Priests offer the Holy Sacrifice ;| for
them whenever it is possible; pious
persons often have Masses said for
those who have no other friends to
remember them; memorijal churches
are often built and memorial altars
are often erected where nothing but
Requiem Masses are daily offered;
the Church herself never forgets her
deceased children, but, on the con-
trary, supplicates divine mercy for
them every day and finishes nearly
ayers with a hope that
may rest in peace. In praying
for the dead it is, of course, natural
that we should remember our own,
but I assure you there is nothing
more general amongst Catholics
than charity for the holy souls in

s appeared to me,"” says
“that too much money w
spent at funerals and that the 111]1
got more of the benefits of religion
than the poor. For example, if a
poor man’s remains are taken to
the church for services, there is very

little fuss made about it, while, on
the other hand, the funeral of the
rich man has much music and exter-

nal ceremony. It seems to me that
in carrying out the services for the

dead the rich and poor should re-
ceive -the same treatment before the
altar.”

‘““Suppose you put on your think-

minutes,” says
at this subject

ing cap for a few

Finnessy, ‘“‘and look

in a scnsible way. First of all, you
should understand ‘that the reason-
able use of money is necessary in
every business on earth, and, sec-
ondly, that the ministers of religion
are not pure spirits who need nei-
ther food nor raiment, but are weak
mortals composed of bodies: and

souls. Do you imagine that any mo-
dern church building can be erected
and supported without money or aid
from some quarter? Can the altar,
with its accessories, together with
the choir and its muscians, he se-
cared and kept ready for service
from day to day if no one pays their
expenses Did it ever occur to you
that the priests at the altar have
to live, and that it requires money
to occasionally renew the vestments
and furnishings of the church? Let

me, moreover, inquire from you,
Hooley, what it is that gave you
and the likes of you the right to

expect all the services of religion for
nothing? May I ask what church
building have you erected or what
priest have you educated that would
entitle you and your friends to be
freely franked into eternity? Hooley,
you talk not only like a man de-
void of common seunse, but also like
a sponger!”’

““As you don’t appear to under-
stand me,”” says Hooley, getting
very much in earnest, ‘I will repeat
my objection in another form. If a
poor man’s body is brought to the
church for service, there is usually
a Lmv Mass, but if a rich man's fu-

1 place, there is a High

s or perhaps a Solemn . High
with plenty of music. Now,

» distinctions between the rich
and the poor I could never under-

stand nor admire!’”

‘“You are quite mistaken in your
conception of the subject,” says
Finnessy. ‘‘If there was one kind of
a ser for the rich man and an-
other entirely different one for the
poor man there would be some rea-
son in your remark, but if the
same identical service is used for
both parties, there can be no re:
sonable foundation for your criti-
cism. You appear to suspect that
there is some difference between a
High Mass and a Low Mass, when
‘in reality there is no substantial
difference. whatever. There cannot
be any substantial difference, be-
cause the words and prayers are the
same in both cases, whether the
Mass is read or chanted. You can
therefore see that the 'poor are not
deprived of any essential benefit to
the advantage of the rich, but that
all who are brought before the altar
are substantially trested alike. Nor
will it change the case in any mate-
rial way if the choir is filled with
singers and the music has the art-
istic quality of an opera. The music
may and, indeed, does increase the
‘mpres-uveness of the ceremony and
may inspire devotion, but it adds

othing to the value of the Holy

Sacrifice or to its efficacy in behalf
of the deceased. If the friends desire
the singing and are willing to pay
the musicians, the Church does not
object, but the presence or assist-
ance of the mypsicians is in no man-
ner ial to the complete funeral
service, because the prayers of the
ritual can be said without them.
Man dear! there are many places, es-
pecially in country districts, where
there dre no choirs and no singers at
at all, yet no one supposes that on
that account the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass and the prayers for the
dead lose thelr emcacy for t,he laxth-
ful departed!”

“But,’’ says Hooley, "is it not ‘a
fact that genm'ally the poor are bur-
jed wjthom‘. a’ AT
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without a suitable burial service if
the priest can possible arrange it.
Neither will it be of any expense to
the family or friends!
of the diocese direct that Mass and
interment for such persons must be
entirely free! Although all
who in any way may be
with the funcral can insist on being

paid,

the church demand nothing;
contrary,
circumstances must be entirely gra-
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“I' often heard . Protestants as-
sert,”” says Hooley, ‘“‘that the mo-
ney given for Masses must be the

source of great revenue to the church
and that the priests must get very
rich by the offerings they vreceive
from funerals As the stipend for
Mass: and funeruls is very large
and the priest offers the Holy
Sacrifice every day, they can im-
agine no other conclusion. Indeed,
I have heard many who pass for

very L"()H(l Catholics make the same
remar

Ilunl. sdys Finnessy, ‘‘the
more I hear you on church matters
the more do I detect your ignor-
ance. And if you and your very
good Catholic friends have such no-
tions about your religion, you knoyw
mighty little about what is offered
to the church for a funeral or what
remains in the pocket of the priest
after all the expenses are settled !
Regarding the sacrifice of the altar,
I need not tell intelligent Catholics
that the Church permits euch priest
to celebrate Mass only o1 a day,
and that the stipend or honprarium

he receives as an offering is usually
one dollar, and very rarely more

From the poor people who request |
him to offer the Holy Sacrifice he
accepts nothing. It may also inter-
est you to know that in the matter
of funerals not lower than five and
not higher than twenty-five dolla

can be demanded for any funeral ser-
vice, according to the rules of the

dioes
can i

€

requested and the
required to ass
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nature,
howeve

receive
ganist
the s«

for tolling
ary society

sanctu
tion fc

vestme;
has v
And
you, w

own.

in his
time a

ing the day as he v
the sic

‘““What Protestants may say about
the practices of the Church,’”’

nues

notions they

the Ma

may entertain about*
i and its ceremonies should
be of little concern to us or to any

intelligent Catholics.

ceive ¢
tion of
These
truth,
their

Holy
cler;

of (h\x
ly the

od provided by our Divine Lord for
the perpetual support of his
hood and the provision,
teaches, that they who serve the al-
should live by the altar.
do T by any means agree with you,

tar

Hooley

dies in the parish should be en-

titled

services of the Church for nothing.
Far be it from me in many

Deserv

their religion,

should

sonable claims immediately allowed

and th

the rites af their Church, but it is

hardly

and Dowser

rarely
ments,
scanda
ointed

unconscious, should now demand a

grand

the congregation or the priest with
the burden of paying the

Of cou
‘essenti

I before explained

lieve i
pocket

buted a penny to religion or charity
when they had.it in order to make

a big

are not the.poor our Lord spoke of
as blessed, and do not deserve to be
treated as such.’’

‘“You must admit, however,” says
Hoole; ﬁv

the CI

be some very grave reason for an
exception to a general rule? TLet me
tell you,, however, that you
greatly mistaken. The poor are al-
ways buried with a Mass as well as
the rich, if their friends so desire,
and, besides, no Catholic who dies

confident you would have found

y with the priest

e. This sum

error.
diced eye

Sacrifice of the Mass
occasion for giving revenue to

nient in' the matter of funerals: Our |
_cemeteries - have rulés which = pre- |
be that the bodies of only wor-
Cat gates,

is alway: one,
ly the uncharlta.hle ‘one ?
you not. imagine there m\ut,

are

faith is allowed to be buried

The statutes

others
connected

the church and the officers of
on the
her services under such
s. No doubt you have seen
funerals took place in the af-

besides poverty, because these
happen among the rich as
s the poor. If you knew the
truth you most probably
have discovered, that
the friends were unwilling to

there was some dis-
connected with the death.
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matters is

and that mo-
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purpose of an important
is very small indeed. When,
r, the deacon and sub-deacon
their stipend, after the or-
and singers are paid, after
:Xtton receives his allowance
the bell and after the
deducts its por-
or the wear.and use of the
nts, the celebrant of the Mass
ery little left he can call his
that little, let me tell
ill in all probability remain
pos on only a very short
nd will ‘quietly disappear dur-
s the poor and

k of the parish.

conti-

Finnessy, ‘‘or what peculiar

We don’t re-
yur religion or the interpreta-
its holy mysteries from them.
people are not looking for the
but for excuses to remain in
Their jealous and preju-
can see nothing in the
but an
the
but we who have the grace
ne faith witness in it not on-
clean oblation, but the meth-

priest-
as St. Paul

Nor
7, that every Catholic who
to all the public and solemn
cases.
who practiced

no matter how poor,
and do have all their rea-

ing persons

ey are usually buried with all

fair to expeet that Smith
and McSweety, who
went to Mass and the sacra-~
who led dissipated - lives of
1, but vho were perhaps an-
at the last moment, when
musical funeral and saddle
expense.
rse, I would give them all the
als of the burial services, as
but I don’t be-
n putting hand in my
for people who never contri-

noise at their funeral. These

“‘that the administration of
urch’s laws is entirely too le-

ho(u enienwtheﬂr

| repeat,

indings. Very
sons both outside and insid
faith have beéen disedified by = such

charitable enough to say that mo-
ney had something to do with it !'*

“Hooley,”” says . Finnessy, ‘‘that
word money is never away from
your thoughts. To you it is like a
nightmare or a dream! ' You. seem
persuaded that no wise or chm'itr
able act can be performed without
its influence and that even the au-
thorities of the Church of God are
willing to sell themselves for filthy
lucre. Fie on you‘for your ignoble
suspicion! Out upon you for your
unkindness to the poor erring dead!
‘Judge not and thou shalt not be
judged’ are the words of the all-see-
ing Lord. How.do we know what
takes place between the soul and its
Creator at the last moment or what
grace is given to the departing
Christian? A saint used'to console
himself by recollecting that after all
it was a merciful Redeemer and not
his friends and neighbors who would
judge him after death. But what is
the law of the Church regarding
Christian burial? This; that no chil-
dren of hers can be refused the
sacred interment and holy services
of the faith unless they refuse to re-
ceive the sacraments or, in the full
possession of their reason, drop
dead in the actual commission of
mortal sin. Thanks be to God, the
very worst of our Catholic people
never desire to meet with such a
misfortune; the most careless of
them always hope to return, like the
poor prodigal, to their duty and
finally die in the Church. If they
are sometimes suddenly taken away
before receiving the sacraments,
their desire to do so is taken into
consideration and' they are given
the benefit of the doubt. Indeed, it
is a most serious matter to decide
that any baptized Catholic who has
not renounced his religion must be
deprived of the Masses, the alms and
the prayers of the faithful and that
the doors of the house of God must
be closed against his remains. IToo-
ley, in this matter of funerals or in-
terments beware of the severity and
hypocrisy of the Pharisees ; rather
pity the unfortunate dead and im-
itate the kindness which throws over
them the maternal mantle of char-
ity when possible and hopes that no
oune is lost forever for whom our
Lord died.’”

““At any rate,”’ says Hooley, “you
do not sanction the custom of some
Catholics in giving the names of
their deceased friends to the priest
on All Souls’ day in order that he
would remember them in the Mass.
In some places dozens of people can
l)n‘ seen at tlm door of the sacristy
iti turn to hand their
i * the sexton, to
with an offering of money
lh‘lt the celebrant may .include tlmn
dead in his memento at the altar. I
have heard that the practice led to
abuse in many instances and, be-
sides, was very scverely criticized
by Protestants, and some Catholics
also. Surely you would_g6t encour-
age the practice?”’

‘“Hooley,’”’ says Finnessy, ‘“‘can I
ever induce you to stand by your,
principles and cease to be governed
by the remarks or opinions of ill-in-
formed outsiders? It is not, I again
from. outsiders or from
cranks or from Protestants that we
get the spirit of faith, but from the
infallible teaching and practice of
the Church. I certainly approve of
the custom you refer to so prevalent
and almost universal among Catho-
lics on All Saints” Day, and regret
that any circumstance should have
arisen to aboljsh it. If an abuse
arose in any p{ucc, it could be easi-
ly remedied and the custom allowed
to remain. What was this practice,
let me ask? Simply this. Some days
before the 2nd of November a mem-
ber of the family was deputed to
write on a sheet of paper the names
of their deceased near relatives and
friends. This list of immediate rela-
tives was handed to the priest on
All Souls’ Day in order that he
might remember them at the altar
as he celebrated Mass. With the list
was usually an offering of money,
which the priest employed either in
celebrating Masses for the souls in
purgatory or in providing neecssar-
ies for the poor of the parish. Theé
interésted parties usunlly waited to
assist at the Mass; in many in-
stances they received Holy Commu-
nion for their deceased relatives and
united with the celebrant in remem-
bering the holy souls. Could any-
thing be more beautiful, could any-
thing be more consoling, could any-
thing better keep alive our affection
for the dead? Now that the custom
is partly or entirely abolished, what
is the consequence? The poor souls
are sooner and more quickly forgot,-
ten Dby the family, fewer prayers,
fewer communions and fewer Masses
are offered for them, All Souls’ Day
is in danger of being overlooked
without much special significance
and the parish poor who formerly
received so much needed alms and
charity have been thus deprived of
one of their principal means of sub-
sistence. I tell you, Hooley, it is a

very risky thing to tamper with the

time-honored practices of a religious
people. You may perhaps imagine
you are correcting an abuse when in
reality you are opposing a holy and
a most wholesome custom.

“‘But, my dear fellow,”” continues
Finnessy, looking at him seriously,
“may I ask yot the cause of your
great opposition to the practices of
the Church and the reasons why you
criticize them 8o severely? General-
ly speaking, Catholics who talk bad-
ly of the Church are the most neg-
lectful in keeping its
I have known families whose con-
stant table talk is fault-finding with
priests, but the habit never seemed
to rove their plety. There are
Cat.h ic men and dwomm

extreme leniency, and were often un-

who look |
“instead |

that

agree with you ln the posmon you
have taken regarding the practices
of the Church. I believe that every

his death Masses may be offered for
his soul; I believe that the virtuous
poor are more leniently judged than
the rich and that they are always
remembered by the faithful; I be-
lieve that the Church loves  the
souls of all her children alike and
that the same prayers and the same
services are for all without any sub-
stantial distinction; I believe in the
kindness of the Church to the dead
and regret from my heart that any
of her children would be deprived of

Chur

man

Christian burial, and I believe in
the beautiful custom of collecving
the names of our dead on All Souls’ | man
Day and placing them on the altar, | not,
Las was done by the early Chris- | he is
tians, that the Holy Sacrifice might | bor.

be offered for them and they should
rest in peace! God forbid, Finnessy,
that I should be ignorant: of my
Christian doctrine or that I should
become a miser ‘or a crahk in regard
to my religion! Good-night!”’— Z.,
in the Catholic Standard andTimes.
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THE CURRENT 0
UNBELIEF AND IRRELIGION,

ter o

religion which is assuming such vast
proportions in our midst. 1 hai

“‘Last Sunday,”’” said Fr. Gunn,
“1 pointed out some of the causes
which are. weakening Christianity.
This weakening of Christianity is
shown in the empty churches, in the
pagan literature of the day, in the
fact that only twenty-three millions
profess Christianity out of a vopu-
lation of seventy-five millions. The
future is not promising, when the
vast majority of our children never
hear or learn a thing about God in

divin

this
Hail

that
pulpi
that

and buttressed by 156 different sects
and churches in the country, stil! we | for h
hold the world’s record for.divorea, | tion
murder and lynching. Our record for | by su

apply the law, and the divorced has-
ten to some convenient preacher or
minister who throws the sanction of

olas
same

‘“The schools that may teach a
complete course of mythology 1uust
not speak of Christ and Christinn-

audie

the individual and of the nation is
in religion—but we are Americuns,
we must’' not have afiv foreign e

gion foisted upon us; we are not o- | Almo.
ing to take our religion from TNowe | with
or from the Irish, we are going to

do our own thinking and be under | —‘‘su

no compliment to any man <r to
any country for the religion which
is to work out our salvation. Even
in matters of religion there is a
good deal of spread-eagle mmr:
about our people. There is a |
vailing impression that cach man ls
a law unto himself, quit> competent
to form his own religious views ane
frame his own code of morals. Jf
we have a national reiligion at all it
is that one think out his own reli-
gion!

“Can the mud-stained laborer who
perhaps has taken his dinasr in  a
ditch, and who stumbles home at
n.ght to a tenement of poverty aud
of dirt to snatch a few hours 1cst

came

were

for the toil of to-morrdw—can he, I nfaw
ask, do any independent thinkiag ? I-\ust
Can the mechanic who slaves at the | 8762

bench or the clerk at the disk ar the
lawyer or physician absorbed by the
anxieties of his profession st down
and ponder the vast mysteries of
the spiritual world? Taking man us
he is, actuated by passion, absorbed
in business pursuits, apathetic and
averse to everything outside the do- We

other

what

main of sense, he will not bestir
himself at all, and if he dnes lie wi'l We
most probably blunder in the most perso

elementary truths. We ask a po-
liceman or a passer-by to guide us
in a strange city; can we, .l un-
aided, find the path that leads over
the limitless universe of the unsesn?
If the meanest handicraft as well as
the most learned profession requires We
an instructor, surely an acquisition | vices
of the sublime truths of religion re- | gense.
quires similar assistance. We cannot
draw knowledge out of our own
‘helpless igrorance; aid must come
from outside ourselves.

‘“Where shall we find that assist-
ance? Two answers are given: Lot
my reason be aided by an infallible
church, and I shall know what to do
to be saved; let my reason be aided
by the Bible, the whole Bible and
nothing but the Bible, and all will
be well with me. Here is the great
cleavage between Catholics and Pro-
testants; Church or Blble?"

make

room
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As

was worn about his neck at
“There goe$ Father Burke with his

vices.
‘“‘without the least fear on the cra-

rosary in my hands.’’
of one of his sermons on the Imma-
culate Conception we might use with

to-night, clothed with the

flecting all earthly virtues
thy feet,
twelv
hail thee,

preparation for

zenith

round.””

and once,

except his eyebrows,’’
pressed a phase

summit of his cross.
to meet his God.

Our. exhibition for

Graceful unea;
shoice furs—it, s these that we huve
Alway- at command, .

les: to refer to

power of inspiring lovn," and
he would be ‘‘a great priest

some day.”’ His own idea of a true
priest wWe may give in his own glow-
ing words as follows :
practise what we preach, , All
Catholic should provide that after 'preaching that ever yet was spoken,
never convinced a single
converted a single soul, never made
one Christian, unless the
spoke was a living illustrator of
the word. The priest must be the

“* We must
the

man, never

man  who

ch’s champion and defender,

hes true knight, her lait.hlul and lov.
ing spouse. No man i8'so consecrat-
ed to his fellow' men as the priest,
because he
consecration from God. There is no

comes to them with g

upon whom the peoble can rely

as they can upon the priest, for no
matter what pestilence may
in the midst of them,

hover
though every
may fly, the priest alone must,
dare not, can not fly, because
sold to God and to his neigh-
His life is a God-like life; hiy

profession is an angelic profession.’”’
dn this month of the Rosary, it ig
appropriate to recall this great Do-
minican’s love of the rosary,

which
always at his side by day and
night,

and his rosary,” cried the no-
“I could sleep,”” he said,

f Vesuvius, if I had our Lady's
The climax

Rev. Father Guun, of the Church | advantage before offering our beads
of the Sacred Heart, Atlanta, Ga., | to our blessed Mother during this
on a recent Sunday ' during the | month of intercession: ‘O Mother
course of an able sermon, asked if | mine! O Mother of the Church of
natural religion or the religion of | God! O Mother of all nations! 0
private judgment was sufficient to | Mother who kept the faith in Ire-
stem the current of unbelief and ir- | land, that through temptation and

suffering never lost her love for thee,

1 thee. As thou art in heaven
sun of
moon re-
beneath
upon thy head a ecrown of
e stars, God’s brightest gift, T
O Mother!”’ Tt is said of
brilliant speaker that three
Marys formed the immediate
his sermons; and
he used, on his way to the
t, to beg for a few Hail Marys,
““he might not make a fool of

e justice, with the

school and never enter a house of | himself.”” His dear mother in Gal-
worship of any kind on Sunday. way, ‘‘the best of mothers,”” as he
Though Christianity is propped up | called her, daily when he was at the

of his fame said her beads
im for the very beautiful inten-
““‘that he might not be /injured
iccess, but retain  humility ;

divorce is a national calamity and | and when bits from the papers prais-
disgrace. Paltry excuses are mnde |ing him were read to her, she would
legal reasons for divorce, the couris | exclaim : ‘““Never mind them, Nich-

my son! They would say the
of any blackguard that came
He needed the prayers and

his name, his ministry and  his | the admonitions, for the majestic
church round this form of legalized | gift of oratory was his. In America,
concubinage. The churches are | for instance, during his eighteen
empty; the divorce courts are overs | months’ visit, he gave 400 lectures
flowing. besides performing his visitation

duties as a Dominican, he spoke to

nces of five thousand
in Boston,

people,
to forty thou-

ity, and still we go along compla- | sand, and in New Orleans had to ad-
cently and ecall ourselves Chrislian | dress the crowds from the cathedral
ministers and a Christian peopls, steps in the open air.© It may be
and this an ideal Christian natiun. | easily believed now, as one reads

“We all admit the salvation of | his life, that suffering and prayers

wrought their work and transformed
any latent pride into purest love of
i- | God’s glory and the good of souls.

st at the last, when racked
the agonizing pain that made

his closing years a lingering torture

flering in every nerve and fibre
as he once ex-
of it,—an appeal
to him to preach in the cause

of 5,000 starving little ones in Do-
negal.
a voice
““What is one life compared to that
of five thousand?’’
the last of his great sermons

He thought it impossible, but
seemed to say to him,

and he preached
as it
from -the
And so‘he went

from his deathbed,
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