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grace True
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This vear, too, a box was
placed the church
secke truth;
tions relating to doctrine were an-
swered,

question
for
only

in earnest

after and ques-

those of a personal or friv-
olous character being ignored.
Montreal has long been a fruitful
field for the
priest. - Twenty years ago and at
later periods, the Redemptorist Fa-
thers, when they came to this city
and directed the grand
missions of which many of the gener-
ation now passing away always re-
ferred to with great fervor and pride,
realized a local priest, a na-
tive of city, associated with
St 's Church since his ordi-
nation, has for years in his quiet
and humble way been instrumental
under God in bringing a large num-
ber of non-Catholics into the True
Fold. Since last year this good
Work of conversion has become more
public, owing to special sermons and
services in St. Patrick’s. Many un-
thinking Catholics consider that
there should be more converts than
there are; but they do not know
how many there are, how wonderful-
l.\_: numerous they are, taking all the
CGrcumstances into account ; nor do
they reflect on the amount. of preju-
dice that is removed by these ser-
mons to non-Catholics, even in cases
where no conversion takes place.
Father Younan in his sermons
treated of such subjects as God, His
Son Jesus Christ, the revelations of
God, and the teachings of Our Sa-
viour, where those revelations and
teachings are to be found in  their
completéness, the Church which has
taught therh from the time of Christ,
who founded it, to the present day :
the necessity ~of Faith in Christ :
His Passion and His death on the
cross for the salvation of mankind ;
and the two great sacraments of the
Church, f d i

an
The opening sermon was preceded
by the singing of the first hymn on
3.‘be St. Patrick’s Church ,
Nearer, My God, to Thee !’ and
Was followed by the singing of Car-
ginn.! Newman’s ~ beautiful hymn,
J:}:d. _Kindly Light,” by the

Catholic missionary

inspirineg |
i who

YOUNAN. C S.P

devision amongst Christians. Christ
whose Sacred Heart full of love
for these straying as well
for all sinners, is waiting jor them,
ready for them, calling upon them to
come to Him and be saved. As each
disease requires special treatment
and has a cial remedy, so each
soul has a treatment; and God, who
knows the s t difliculties and sor-
rows and sufferings of every human
heart and soul, has a special remedy
for each, and an eflicacious and in-
fallible cure for all—the blood of His
only Son, applied by the sacrament
of penance and communion 3
Iaith in Christ
and the grace of
teachings
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Lo put these
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lives, are necessary to salvation. To
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tradiction here? No, for the man
follows his own natural light
has no knowledge of Christ, and it
is very diflicult him to —obtain
salvation; while him who

we are can
are

Is
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con-

for
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1 lieves in Christ, who loves God, who

practices the teachings of His Son,
who is the fulness bf revelation, it
is easy to obtain certain, absolutely
certain, salvation. Faith, as St.
Paul says, is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things un-
seen. There is a natural craving in
the heart and intellect of man for
eternal life, for happiness here and
happiness hereafter; and this crav-
ing can only be satisfied by God. To
secure eternal life, eternal happi-
ness, we must believe what God’s
Church teaches and live up to that
belief. Faith in God is necessary for
all men; faith in Christ, too, is ne-
cessary for all Christians, in order
for them to be saved. Those who
are outside the Catholic Church by
their own free will, those who know
the light of faith and yet deliberate-
ly shut it out from their intellects,
are certainly lost for ever, if they
continue in that state.

The tendency of the age is to have
no authoritative teaching, no creed,
simply sentimentality, with nothing
binding on the intellect, with a free-
dom to accept or reject as people
pl d. The light of Faith gives to
us true freedom—‘'the freedom with
which Christ has made us free.” It
gives us the certainty that there is
a God, that He sent His Son to save
us by His Passion and death on the
cross, that God is our first begin-
ning and last end, that He loves
us, and is offering His mercy to us.

Let us pause a few moments, and
instead of thinking of our own pet-
ty and trivial worldly affairs, let us
try to realize the agony of Our Lord
in the Garden of Gethsemane. His
heart was sorrowful, so sorrowful
that He could have lain down to die.
A chalice was presented to Him by
God the Father. He looked at it ;
He pgazed into it. What did that

“ alice contain? It contained the

jthod:y-

and qon:'me- of

God, who hates sin. Jesus hates
and loaths sin too; yet all the sins
of the world were upon Him and in
Him, the Unspotted One; our sins
were there. Let us grieve -hat we
had a part in causing Him that
agony. How sweet was the prayer
He ugtered at that moment of an-
guish! ‘‘Father, if it be possible, I'hy
will, and not mine, No
matter how full of sadness we may
We, no manter what our
may be, let us repeat that beautiful
and simple prayver : “* Thy will
done, not mine.”” Men have attained
the highest sanctity, men have ob-
tained certain salvation by sincerely
uttering that short prayer.

Christ went to the three apostles,
Peter, James and John, whom He
had to watch with Him; but
they were asleep. Their spirits were
willing, but their flesh was weak,
as the with many of
although they loved Him and
partaken of His bounty He
back into the garden, and this
He knelt another hour. He
into the chalice, what did He
see? He saw, in this second agony
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FFor a little gain men run a long
way: but for the Eternal Kingdom
of God, how few will lift a foot! All
Catholics I know are not like this
but many of them are. Oh, let us
not be ungrateful God; let
thank Him for giving us Iis only
Son to be our Saviour by shedding
His blood for us; let us crave His
mercy; let us accept -the teachings
of Christ, who is the way, the truth,
and the life; let us show our grati-
tude by practising those teachings
in our daily lives; let us follow Him
even unto death, doing good all the
time, not for ourselves only, but
for the love and glory

un
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others, of
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The third hour’s
Lord was caused by His thinking
so many men being lost
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fort Him too, as the angel comfort
ed Him; comfort Him by lwing g
lives, by repenting of your
obtaining . salvation, not

yvourselv but for others; for they
that instruct others unto justice and
salvation shall shine as stars for all
eternity.
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Monday Evening.

THE DAILY PRESS.—Some Mont-
real Catholics doubtless considered
it to be generous and broad-minded
for an evening newspaper to devote
a column of space daily to Father
Younan's pulpit utterances in St
Patrick s Church. But there are
two points about this non-Catholic
reporting of Catholic sermons which
should be borne in mind. In the first
place, the reports are, as a rule, in-
accurate. For example, the report
printed on Tuesday evening of Mon-
day evening's sermon, stated ‘' the
first question ’* Father Younan an-
swered was as follows : ‘“What does
Christianity signify?’’ And it makes
the Rev. preacher reply that it is a
sacrament. The question put to Fa-
ther Younan, and the reply to which
will be found below, was, as a mat-
ter of fact, not “What does Christi-
anity signify?’’ but ‘“What is the
signification of christening a child?”’
In the second place, such inaccura-
cies do the preacher an injustice by
misrepresenting what he said — bv
making,him appear to say thingsthat
are absurd. The moral is obvious. It
is only in a Catholic newspaper that
accurate reports of Catholic sermons
and ceremonies and Catholic news in
general are to be found.

THE QUESTION BOX.—'‘What is
the signification of christening a
child?’’ “‘Is it merely a sign or a
pledge?’’ was the first guestion put
to Father Younan through the ques-
tion box. He replied to it and
others as follows on Monday even-
ing’ sermon : The questioner evi-
dently to ask: What does
chr signify? It is a sign of

mul- | being a Christian. It is not exactly

pledge, except in the sense that it
 the_child to Sonship , with
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This man also asks about the Scrip-
tural authority for the existence of
hell. There are one hundred and ten
passages of Scripture referring to
the torments of hell, not to mention
the words ‘““Eternal Damnation’’ in
the New Testament. He must have
never read the Bible, else he would
not have asked ‘such questions.
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THE SERMON. — Non-Catholics
who are intellectually. clever are con-
tinually denying the Divinity of
Christ. But look at the consequence
of that false teaching. If Christ
were not God, but only man, how
could you account for the wonderful
spread of the Catholic Church, the
Church of Christ? How could you
account for so many millions of men
and women overcoming. their pas-
sions, overcoming what is Known as
the ““world?’’ How, could you ac-
count for the three hundred vears of
martyrdom which marked the early
age of the Catholic Church ? How
could vou account for the fact that
after nineteen hundred years there
are millions and millions of men and
women leading good and holy lives?
How could you account for the fact
that the Catholic Church triumphed
over the mighty power of pagap
Rome? How could you account for
the fact that for nineteen hundred
years the finést and brightest .intel-
lects have adored Jesus Christ as
the Son of God. Surely this is not
buman, it is Divine. What do the
cléver non-Catholic men of to-day of-

' of Christ? Nothing. The
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Peter
ways Jorward in declaring loyal
ty to his Master He cut off the ser-
vant's car when Iis Master
about to be captured. He
that, though others might
Master, he would
did not enter into his mind
could ever deny his Master Yet
when our Lord was captured Peter
ran away, like the rest of the apos-
tles. But he loved his Master, and
instead of hiding himself like the
others, he turned and followed Him
He wanted to be near IHim, Now
knowing what he said in his fright
and agitation, he denied his Master
three times. His sin was worse than
that of Judas; for he was ap apos-
tle; he denied the Divinity of Christ.
Still he kept near the Master, who
looked at him in pity and love. And
he repentedi and wept bitterly and
wept all his life.” When the Lord
afterwards asked him three times :
““Simon lovest thou Me more than
these?'’ Peter gave the same an-
swer @ ‘Yes, Iord, thou knowest.”’
It was the pity and love which the
Master had for Peter that induced
Him to ask the question three times.
He desired to give Peter an oppor-
tunity of making three professions of
love to blot out his three' denials.
The Master told him to ' feed His
lambs and His sheep; He gave him
the kevs of Heaven: He raised him
up to take His place at the head of
the Catholic Church,

There are many in Heaven who
had fallen here and repented,
Through ' repentance their sins be-
came stepping-stones leadjng to God.
Peter fell: Paul, who converted pa~
gan nations, was once a persecutor
of Christ, and fell; Augustine fell :
and so did others who are saints in
Heaven to-dav. Be generous to God.
Give Him vour Ilpve—nav. vyour
lives. Iet no obstacle great or
small go between you and God, nej-
ther the love of woman nor of fa~-
ther and mother. A time will come
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Church have
world  for centuries—from
time of the apostles. A council
the Catholic Church which

divigely founded by Christ
abides with her forever, who
depository of truth, has
that the Pope, the head of that
fallible teaching Church, the succes-
sor of St. Peter, the Viear of Christ,
infallible when teaching  matters
of faith and morals. That the Church
is infallible has held and
taught by the cqgmmon consent of
theologians of all ages

“What sort of a place is Purga-
tory?'" is the strange query put hy
an inquirer. The Rev Father an-
swered @ I 'don’t know. All we know
is that it is a state where some
souls suffer for a time before thev
are fit to go to Heaven. They go
to Purgatory because nothing defiled
can enter Heaven; venial sins  must
be forgiven before the soul guilty of
them enters Heaven. That sins are
forgiven in Purgatory is clear fromn
what Our Saviour said about the sin
against the Holy Ghost, He said
that it shall not be forgiven in this
world or in the next. Belief in Pur-
gatory has come down to us from
historic ages. In olden times sacri-
fices were offered up for the souls of
the just; and the Scripture tells us
that it is a holy thing to pray for
the dead. Why should we pray for
the dead if our prayers did not bene-
fit them? As to another question—
where “will the soul go whose  body
dies at the end of the world in ve-
nial sin?—it must be remembered
that sincere repentence, one act of
love for God, is sufficient to atone
for venial sin. Besides, the sufferings
caused by the world coming to an
end would blot out venial sin,

There is one all important truth
which T desire to impress upon you;
and that is that there must be on
earth a divine, infallible teacher :
that it must be living and have lived
g:m-the time of Christ, and ' must
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