122

to keep the bowels in a right state, as shown by
the excrements. When skim milk is available,
that is best after one month old, and raising
calves is an easy matter; but just as good re-
sults can be obtained by giving whole milk, add-
ing water as the calf gets older, and teaching it
to take other feed. Too often, a calf, after five
or six months old, has to hustle for itself, and, if
it has had proper care so far, is allowed to go
back. This should not be, as the young things
should be kept growing steadily. I find nothing
so good for young cattle and calves, after six
months old, as rape. It is a fine thing to have
some rape to turn them on in August, September
and October, when other pasture is poor. Calves
should not be turned on it under six months
old, but, when born early in the year, say in
February, they can be fed on rape pasture, which
makes very cheap feed and saves labor of attending
to the calves. And they are more healthy out-
side than in the barn, where, perhaps, they are
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shut in some dark pen, away from (lies, but also
away from good air and sunshine. Flies do not
hurt the young things outside if they have plenty
of feed, and there is nothing as good as rape to
make young cattle grow. But milk cows should
never be fed on it, as it spoils the flavor of the
milk. GEO. RICE.

MILK FEVER.

meeting of the
Discussion Society,
expressed a wish

A short time ago, at a Glasgow
and West of Scotland Agricultural
Mr. Pollock, Springside, Howwood,
that science would find a method of decreasing the
losses ‘of dairy farmers from ndilk fever. A writer in
the Scottish Farmer takes ground, which ‘“ The Farm-
er's Advocate’ has repeatedly claimed as its convic-
tion on this question in the following paragraph: ‘I
think this can be done hy following nature a little more
closely than is general, and without any aid from
science. In a state of nature the young of any animnl,

as soon as born, takes its mother’'s milk in small quan-
tities at short intervals, °little and often’ being itls
practice. If a calf be left with its mother the suiffe
thing happens, nature being followed exactly. If, how-
ever, as is often the case, the calfi be taken from its
mother at birth, then nature should be copied, and a
little milk taken from the cow by hand, at short inter-
vals. Never empty the bag—that is, udder—of a newly-
calved cow until the calf is nt least three days old, and
deaths from milk fever will practically cease. This was
told me many years ago by a farmer who kept a very
large herd of cows, on rich pasture, in Leicestershire,
and he added, * Since I was told of this plan years ago
by an old cowleech—that is, umqualified cow doctor—I
fromn milk fever, whereas before I
lost several every year.” My own experience
coincides with his. But, and here is the rub, see that
the plan is carried out fully, and do not be satisfied
with being told that it has been, because most men in
charge of cows think that it makes no difference whether
the cow is milked dry sooner or later.”’

have not lost a cow

invariably

Western Ontario Dairymen’s Convention at Woodstock.

The forty-first annual convention of the Dairymen’s
Association of Western Ontario was held in Woodstock,
January 15th and 16th. President John McQuaker,
after a few opening remarks, presented the directors’
report, which remarked that the past season’s ex-
perience had been most encouraging to the patrons of
cheese factories and creameries; high prices prevailing.
Steady progress is being made in the uality and finish
of our cheese, and also shown in the
quality of creamery butter,

which has been consumed at home this year. A

improvement is
the greater percentage of
large
amount of money spent in improvem:ants of

cheese factories and creameries,

is being
their equipment and

surroundings, under the improved system of instruction

and sanitary inspection. Kvery factory and creamery
has been visited at least once, and almost all have
had from four to six visits by the instructors. There

has been spent the past Western Ontario in
improveménts $35,882 on cheese factories, and $16,954
the in-
Mon-

assistance which the

vear in

on creameries. Appreciation was expressed of

terest of the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Nelson
teith,

Government continues to give to the Association. Pros-

and the substantial financial

pects for the future of the dairy business in Canada are

bright.

The directors, recognizing the cheese and butter ex-
hibit, held in connection with the convention as one of
its prominent educative features, were gratified with the
interest in the competition manifested by the makers.
In connection with this exhibit this year, instead of
having a scoring contest, it was thought that better
educative results micht be obtained if one or more
cheese were purchased by the Association, and allowed
to bhe examined by anyone who wished, and scord, if
desired.

A special officer was appointed early last season to

deal with cases of milk adulteration. This system has
worked out very well, and bids fair to materially dis-
courage the tendency to deliver adulterated milk at the

cheese  Tactories. A number of convictions have re-

sulted, and they hoped to have this feature of the work
the

honest man who tampers with his milk,..'the'rehy doing

continued, and law so rigidly enforced that the dis-

himself a wrong as well as his fellow patron, may find

it the wiser policy to do the right thing, A committe.

was appointed by the directors to meet a committie of

the Fastern Association to consider the advisability of
revising the dairy laws, particularly that portion re-

lating to fines for delivering deteriorated milk. Thes:

fines, it have raised.

The financial report, presented by Frank
Herns, showed balance carried forward of $1.120.43,
plus receipts of $5,179.26, making up a total credit of
$6,299.69, and disbursements, $4 881.97, leaving  a

balance on hand of $1,417.72.

THE DAIRY-HERD COMPETITION

Owing to the generosity of Ryrie Bros.,

was recommended to

Secretary

of Toronto,

the directors were again able to ofier a silver and «
bronze medal for a dairy-herd competition. The regu-
lations were the same as last year, except that instead
of the medals being offered for the most money  per
cow, thev were offered to the patrons furnishing the
most miik per cow to a cheese factory, and the most
hutter-fat per cow to a creamery, from April Ist to
October 1st, 1907, there to be not less than eight cows
i the herd, and the figures to be taken from the fac
tory bhooks and certified as corvect by the seceretary
¢ maker As no creamery patrons entered, the hronze
tiedal was o second prize for the cheese factory com
3ot L The silver medal was won by W I
| ¥ ! ot Innerkip, with an average amonnt ol
| i LSS TRTTR AT £ and the bronze medal Ly Wain
P40 J witn an average of 70714 pounds
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HOW THE WINNER’S HERD IS HANDLED.

I'he following description of how his herd was han-
v

dled  has been especially prepared for ‘“ The Farmer's
Advocate ”” by Mr. Thomson My herd number in all
twenty-cight head, ten pure-bred Holsteins, the halance
Holstein grades. The largest number milked at any

one time during the year was fourteen, including 4 two-

year-old heifer, whose milk was used for family pur-
poses During  the seven months of the contest, I
sent, oun an average, the milk from twelve cows, which
gave a total of 96,240 pounds of milk testing 3.5 per
cent. of fat, making an average  per cow of 8,020
pounds. Two of these cows freshened in October, 1906,
two in January, 1907, five in March, and the bualance
in April and May. The total pounds of milk given
by the fourteen cows for the whole season was 142,418
making an average of 10,172 pounds milk per cow.

This is my method of feeding I winter In the
morning, the first thing we do is to milk the COWS;
then the roots and meal are fed, after which the straw
or hay. The water is always bhefore them A\t noon
we give g feed of cut corn In the evening, say five or
half-past, we again milk, ad 1e roots and meal  gre
fed again, followed by straw or chall This diet s
continued until ahout first of March, when hay is fed
in place of straw The meal consists usually of a miy
ture of harley and oats When necessary to supplenent
this. some bran is  added together  with  something
stroneer. such  as low-grade  flour or ground  wheat
which brings the mixture to about the sar Welgrht  as
the borley and ogtes The milking cows receive of this
1ot gallon each, twice o day [ find that  woven
Vel iy caws e ot fed o e Tall

apacity . o

noon, ¢onsiderable increase in
Cows give a greater return when
freshening in the months of Decewmber, January and
February, and, if well fed, will nearly as much

milk during the summer as those which freshen in April

a feed of meal at give

the quantity of milk.
zive
or May.

In the the are tied in the stable for
milking, and if the flies are on them, they are sprayed

sumimer, COWS

with a proprietary preparation. When the pasture is
heginning to get dry and short, we give one quart of
meal and two quarts of wheat bran twice daily until
green feed, such as corn or roots, may be used.

We try, as far as possible, to study their comfort ;
if it is wet or cold, they are kept in all night, and
given a feed of hay or corn. We have always to form
some idea of what each cow has done for the season,
but not until this past year have we done it intelli-
gently. Have been working in connection with the

Spring Creek Cow-testing Association for nearly a year,
weiphing the milk and taking samples, which have been
tested by a that This
one to find out intelligently the value of each individual

man sent for purpose. enables

COW

THE OBJECT OF THE COW - TESTING

. F. Whitley, of the Dominion Dairy and Cold-
storage Commissioner’s  stafl, gave substantially the
same address as at Picton, for report of which see
““ The Farmer's Advocate ' of January 16th. A few
points, however, may bear reiteration. The object of
the cow-testing work is to induce a careful study of
each individual cow in the herd, with a view to build-
ing up a race of cows that will produce a large quan-
tity of good milk economically

Put your money in the bank, and you draw bank
interest ; put it in Cobalt, and you lose_it. Many of

the dairymen in the cow-testing associations are deriv-

ing 30 cent. the
dairy

Let % bend our energies to push the cow-testing

per interest on money invested in

rood COWS.,

work, and double the production of Canadian dairy
cows in the next five years.
DUTCH DAIRYING.

Following Mr. Whitley, Commissioner J. A. Ruddick
remarked that if the yield of the 2,000,000 cows in
Canada, enumerated by the last census, which now give
less than 4,000 pounds of milk apiece, could be raised
to the standard of Mr. Thomson's herd, and if the
milk werd estimated at $1.00 per cwt., the value of

the dairy output of.

millions of dollars. We

Canadg

think
but

with an

would be inéreased hy K0
we are doing well gt the
Canada, other countries gre awa)
Holland, area of a little
12,000 square miles, has less than g million cows, yet,
after feeding their own population of five millions, they
$27,000,000 worth of .hut.tm' {

dairy business in

ahead of us over

exported  last  vear and

cheese The Danes and the Dutch are beating us a lonyg
way in the production of milk. So far as the manu
facture is concerned, our makers stand well at the top

A member of the audience suggested that the reason tphe
Dutch exported so than we
was Ruddick oh-

quantities,

much more
Mr.
large

COw. He

dairy produce
which
they do eat very

per

because they
that

produce so

ate less, to
lected,
but

mitted

Saying

they much more suh

some figures from g
1,150

cCoOw

creamery in Friesland,
averaged 8,460
whole section. He
that

course,

sup-
plied hy
milk
thd

of milk in

which
the
Holstein
265 days Of
probably
had

Case

cows, pounds ¢

per over also cite
gave 21,529
the pastures

anywhere

case of one cow pounds
of Hol
else in the
the
of one Dutch dairy farm of 105 acres
Kept 85 8 heifers, 25
milking and the farm
the cattle,

T DUTCOH CATTLE.
the Dutch people
are not Holsteins,
that
Haolstein, in Germany

the

Land are not  equalled
waorld He
He cited the

on  which were

seen them grazing a4 cow to acre.

cows, calves, 2
hor§es

the

and 25 WS, raised all
feed except

Ssome mieal for
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