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o hfal ‘3(:1"'\_ lignant : l.l d ; hnl yed comes to a knot), neither of his com-! While he spoke the cry drew nearer wiich was very near run down, and  like some other philosophers he was |Erow ler, that you not to be |
,wratv.ut ‘;m .;ﬁ-(pm},..“'h:_'“,l\ m‘_ml' panions was aware of the ¢ir-|and nearer, footsteps passed the win- would have stood stock-still in half  not quite easy in his theorv  *‘that | ed up for once’ aid John
Aord ""?‘ 5‘:0 ld‘ l\;w'nt ““' Saanbes cumstance, until he met with one of | dow, the latch of the door was rais- an hour a ghost as had been a man of sense “No replied the voice, a
2 d euqua]r for five vears, con- the impediments and was obliged to |ed, it opened, was violently closed “As 1 took up my lantern again to |in his lifetime, would be out a-walk- | Speaker vawned and shook hims
rounm ai\'h{(‘h this \'arr'l'ti;n ;Q stl- try again. {again, and Solomon Daisy, with a leave the church, it came upon me all | g in such weather—I only know | ‘‘Not half enough {
"rtn R ‘ ; ‘“Johnny’s dropped ofi,"" said Mr. | lighted lantern in his hand, and the at once that this was the nineteenth | that T wouldn't, if I was one.” I don’t know how vou can sle b !
ent. Parkes in a whisper. rain streaming from his disordered ©f March. It came upon me with a But  this heretical doctrine was|With the wind a-blowing and roaring
CHAPTER XXXIIIL. Fast as a top,”” said Mr. Cobb. {dress, dashed into the room kind of shock, as if a hand had struck | strongly opposed by the other three, about vou, lnal\lng the tiles fiv like a
’ v ] Neither of them said any more un-' A more complete picture of terror the thought upon my forehead; at the | who quoted a great many pn'(edc-nu pack of cards,” said John: “but no \,
One wintry evening, early in the [ til Mr. Willet came to another knot | than the little man presented, it very same moment, l_hrard a voice [to show that bad weather was the |Matter for that. Wrap yourself up ‘ \
year of our Lord one thousand sev- |—one o! surprising obduracy— which | would be difficult to imagine. Tl;e outside Fh"ﬂl()\“‘l-—ll\lhg from among ' very time for such appearance:; and |'™ something or another, and coms ]
en hundred and eighty, a keen north |bade fair to throw him into convul- | perspiration stood in beads upon his the graves. Mr. Parkes (who had had a ..‘U“ in | With me, and look sharp about it !
wind arose as it grew dark, and | sions, but which he got over at last |face, his knees knocked together, his Here old John precipitately inter-  his family, by the mother's side) Hugh, with much low growling and A

quite |every limb trembled, the power of ar- rupted the spepker, and hegged that |argued the matter with so much muttering; went back into his lai

night came on with black and dismal | without waking, by an efiort
looks. A bitter storm of sleet, | superhuman. | ticulation was quite gone; and there if Parkes (who was seated opposite | genuily and force of illustratidn, and presently reappeared, carrving a
sharp, dense, and icy-cold, swept the “‘He sleeps uncommon hard,” said 'h(‘ stood, panting for breath, gazing 10 him and was staring directly over 'that John was only saved from hav- |!antern and a cudgel, and enveloped
wet streets, and rattled on the | Mr. Cobb. on them with such livid ashy looks, his head) saw anything. he would /ing 1o retract his opinion by the | from head to foot in an old, frowsy
- slouching horse-cloth. Mr. Willet re- i

tremhling windows. Sign-boards, Mr. Parkes, who was possibly a | that they were infected with his fear, have the goodness to mention it. Mr. | opportune appearance of supper, to
'shakim past endurance in their creak- | hard sleeper himseli, replied with l|huugh ignorant of its occasion, and Parkes apologized and remarked that | which they applied themselves with
ing frames, fell crashing on the pave- | some disdain, ‘‘Not a hit on it"'; and | reflecting his dismaved and horror- he was only listening: to which Mr. 'a dreadful relish. Even Solomon

reived this figure at the back door,
and ushered him into the bar, while

Mt old tottﬂ"mg chimneys reeled | directed his eves towards a handbill | «tricken visage, stared back again Willet angrily retorted, that his lis- | Daisy himself, by dint of the elevat- | he wrapped himself in sundry great-
ered in the blast; and many | pasted over the chimney-piece, which | without venfuring to question him; tening with that kind of expression |ing influences of fire, lights, brandy, coats and capes, and so tied and
a I“GPC rocked again that night, as | was decorated at the top with a |until old John Willet, in a fit of tem- on his face was not agreeable, and and good company, so far recovered | knotted his face in shawls and hand-
though the earth were troubled. woodcut representing a youth of ten- | porary insanity, made a dive at his that if he couldn't look like other |as to handle his knife and fork in a | Kerchiefs, that how he breathed was g
“ was not a time for those who |der years running away very fast, |cravat, and, seizing him by that por- people, he had better put his pocket- | highly creditable manner, and to dis- |2 Mmystery.
could by any means get light and | with a bundle over his shoulder at {tion of his dress, shook him to and handkerchief over his head. Mr. |play a capacity both of eating and | '‘You don’t take a man out of doors
warmth, to brave the fury of the | the end of a stick, and—to carry out |fro until his very teeth appeared to Parkes with great submission pledged {drinking, such as banished all fear |at near midnight in such weather,
: mtber. In cofiee.houses of the bet- | the idea—a finger-post and a mile- | rattle in his head. himself to do so, if again required, | of his having sustained any lasting | Without putting some heart into him
ter sort, ts ecrowded round the |stone beside him. Mr. Cobb !ikewise | “‘Tell us what's the matter, sir,”” and John Willet turning to Solomon |injury from his fright. do you, master?”’ said Hugh ’
fire, for to be political, and told | turned his eyes in the same direction |said John, “‘or I'll kill you. Tell desired him to proceed. After wait- | Supper done, they crowded round ' “Yes 1 do sir,” returned Mr. Wil-
each other with a secret gladness |and surveyed the placard as if that |us what's the matter, sir, or in an- ing until a violent gust of wind and |the fire again, and as is common on let. ‘I put the heart (as vou call
"'u the blast grew fiercer every | were the first time he had ever heheld | other second I'll have vour head un- rain, which seemed to shake even such occasions, propounded all man- it) into him when he has brought me
minute. Each humble tavern by the|it. Now, this was a document which |der the biler. How dare vou look that sturdy house to its foundation, mer of leading questions calculated safe home again, and his standing
water-side had its grovp of uncoiith | Mr. Willet had himself indited on |like that? Is anvbody a- following of had passed away, the little man com- | to surround the story with new hor- steady on his legs ain't of so muct
round the hearth; who talk-|the disappearance of his son Joseph, | < e e S —— plied Lrors and  surprises. But  Solomao.| cosssquence,  So bold that light -
of vessels foundering at sea. and |acquainting the nobility and gentry “‘Never tell me that it was mv fan- | Daisv, notwithstanding these temp- if you please, and go on a ste §
hands lost, related many a dis-|and the public in general with the \\\\\\\ cy, or that it was any other sound | tations, adhered so steadilv to his two before to show the way
2 tale of shipwreck and drowned | circumstances of his having left his , which T m stook for that T tell vou |original account, and repeated it so Hugh obeved with a verv indifer- C Y
" men, and hoped that some they knew | home; describing his dress and ap- D()DDS l'; of. T heard the wind whistle through | often, with such slight variations,  ent grace, and a longing elance at
safe, and shook their heads in | pearance; and offering a rewarn of five {the arches of the church. 1T heard |and with such solemn asservations @ the bottles. Old John, lavir tiet
In private dwellings, children | pounds {o anv person or persons who the steeple strain and creak. T heard !of truth and reality. that his hearers ' injunctions on his cook to keen the
near the blaze, listening | would pack hint up and return him the rain as it came driving against | were (with good reason) more aston- doors. locked in his absence. and 1
fimid pleasure to tales ol ghosts | safely to the Maypole at Chigwell, or the walls I felt the tells shake, |ished than at first. As he took John  Open to nobody but himself on
joblins and tall figures clad in|lodge him in any of his Majesty’s I saw the ropes sway to and fro. | Willet’'s view of the matter in regard | ©of dismissal, followed him into he
Mi"& by bedsides, ani peo- | jails until such time as his father And T heard that voice.” {to the propriety of not bruiting the | blustering darkness out of doors
888, gowe. to_slecp it old | should come and claim him. In this “What did it say?’ asked Tom |tale abroad, unless the spirit should The way was wet and dismal. and
s and being overlooked had |advertisement Mr. Willet had obstin- Cobb |appear again, in which case it would | the night so black Yl':a' it M mm'ilh?»
- themselves alone there at the |ately persisted, de. pite the advice ' T don’t know what: T don't know | be necessary to take immediate coun- ' had been his owy pilot ‘:- H
Tt g B e R s gt B e B B that it spoke. It gave a kind of cry, |sel with the clergyman, it was sol- | have walked into a deep horsepond
thought of the dark |cribing his son as a “‘voung § as anv one of us might do, if some- | emnly resolved that it should be |withn a few hundred vards ol his r
and furthermore as being from thing dreadful followed us in a |hushed wup and kept quiet. And as|own house. and would certainly have ¢ b
teen to a couple of feet shorter dream, and upon us unawares; |moxt men like to have a secret to |terminated his career in that f nnble
- Hrdedl s iy : ] tell which may exalt their own im. | sphere of action. But Hugh, w

e

>, they arrived Aus.oo- a sight as keen as any hawk's
on witl ”ﬁ ty. :
b u’nﬂnm “‘ M‘

apart from that end
(To be m




