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By Rev. T. J MAL
MAY 14.—-“GOD'S COVENANT AND
. OURS "
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The eternal covenant
Heh

Itisa
least  two
or refean from doing some act
This is in part the legal definition.

A covenant implics two persons.
matual ement between at
prties to
or thing.
When we come into t pnlm of rel
the word covenant has a definite and spes
meaning. It means the promises of €
revealed in the Scriptures, conditione
certain terms on the part of man,  He
have the two persons, and the mutual agree
ment,  God and man are the two persons,
and the agreement is that God will do cer
tain things on condition of man's repentance,
fuith, and obedience. It bhecomes mutual
when man responds to God'’s appeals and
fills his part of the covenant.  God's part -I‘i

the covenant never fails. 1f  heavenly
promises are not fulfilled, it is because
earthly conditions are not observed. Hence

we may suy the topic resolves itself into
this, **( covenant and our obligation.”

GOD'S COVENANT,

The topie Seripture brings into view the
covenant of the Lord the early stages of
its fultilment, viz., in relation to his ancient
people. The way in which God regards his
promises is the same now as then, and if we
ean determine God's ancient attitude to-
wards his promises, we can know what that
attitude will be in this modern day, for he
changes not.,

Iue Covesast Rememseren.—** He
hath remembered his covenant forever.”
1 cannot forget anything.  All the things
that he has promised he will surely perform,
though long ages may intervene betw the
giving of the promise and its accomplish-
ment.  If God were to cease to remember
his engagements, he would cease to he God.
Should God forget for one moment, the uni-
verse would dissolve, and rush out again
from the realm of law and order into chaos
and night.  God's infinite intelligence, ever-
lasting unchangeableness, and past dealings
with the universe, afford ample guarantees
to us now-n-days of his unfailing remem-
brance of his side of the covenant.

2. Tue Covesast PERPETUATED.
word which he commanded to a thousand
generations.” A thousand generations "
means innumerable generations, and covers
humanity for all time. Each one of us
Coues in at some point in the procession.
Every individual man, every epoch of his-
tory. every nation of the world, is included,
On, on down the ages the promises are
repeated and honored by the Giver, until the
heavens are rolled up like a scroll, the sun is
darkened, the earth melted, and man's pro-
bation ended.  Prowmises of pardon, peace,
purity, and paradise, all through the cen-
turies to those who will repent, believe, and
obey.

3. Tue Covesast  Coxrermen. — ** He
contirmed the same unto Jacob for a law,
and to Israel for an everlasting covenant.”
For the encouragement of mankind, God
confirms his covenant again and again. In
case men should suppose that the promises
made to one generation do not_apply to
another, the Lord repeats them.  Not only is

“The
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the covenant confirmed hy repetition, but by
experience.  Every age as it passes leaves
behind 1 additional volume of evidence
testifying most_conclusively to the faithful-
ness of God, Thestory of the slowly moving
centuries is illustrative of the confirmation
of God's covenant with mankind,

Tie Covexast Fourmien

The pro-

mises of the Almighty are accomplished
© and exactly however great the im
probability.  When' the ancient race was

promised the land of Cansan for an inheri-
tance the fulfilment of the promise seemed
utterly improbable, if not impossible.  For
at the time of the covenant, the people were
few in number, strangers in the
derers having no fixed place of abode, and
determinedly opposed by clever and unserup-
ulous enemies —a poor lookout indeed fi
conquest of the land flowing with milk and
hone, But God, with the co-operation of
his people, honored his covenant, and ful-
filled his promise, and the 1|l||mw|lnl|-Imunu'
the actual.  What does this mean ! That
all God's promises are certain, and certain
now.  Whether we think of his promise in
regard to the pardon of sin, or renewal of the
nature, or construction of Christian  char-
acter, or the future triumphs of the Gospel,
all is certain when conditions are wmet,
“Behold T make all things new !" se
impossible to many minds, but it is recei
illustration every day.

OUR OBLIGATION.

It is true that some of God's promises are
uneonditional ; but the ones that concern us
mortals most are conditional promises, that
is, |vr--u|m~ that require something on our

wrt e they can be fulfilled.  And what
15 x.-.,ulrml of us towards the accomplisl t
of God's covenant is our obligation. And

what is it ? It involves various things
according to the promise under consideration.

1. Salvation is promised ; but only to those
who believe in Jesus Cl as the only
Saviour from sin, who believe not only with
the assent of the but with the consent
of the will, and the trust of the heart, who
believe with a living, active, purifying faith
that renews the soul, and binds the life in
obedience to God. This is our obligation,
if we desire the blessings of salvation.

2. C with God is

ﬂll'f on condition that we live in harmony
with his will as expressed in his Word, It is
the pure in heart who see God ; all others are
excluded from the vision, It is the Enochs
who walk with God—men of faith and faith-
fulness ; all others must walk alone. Com-
munion is conditioned on constancy in trust
and service. Here is our obligation if we
erave for divine communion—the highest
function of the soul.
. Christian character is promised ; but
only in response to our consecration to the
divine service. True character is the effect
of a cause. It is the operation of the law of
causation in the spiritual world. 1In short,
be vight and do uglll. according to the Bible
standard, is the cause, and the inevitable
effect is Christian character, Again our obli-
gation is apparent in required loyalty to the
entire body of teaching of revealed truth.
And now appears in its proper and logical
place, the active member's pledge which in-
cludes part of our obligation as members of
the church, and active members of the
League—our side of the covenant, due not
so much to the League of which we are
members, but to God whose servants we are.
Read that pledge in quiet before God, and
learn how much of your obligation as a
Christian and a Leaguer is included in it.

but

THE PLEDGE ANALYZED.

1. Christ is the example of all holy endea-
vor,
2. The Holy Spirit is the source of help.
3. Our endeavor includes two things ; first,

to learn our Heavenly Father's will ; second,
to doit.  We aim to bring our pnwnce up to
the of our of

divine (hmgm
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4. We deliberately plan to study the
Bible, and to have stated seasons of private
prayer every day.  This is our fixed rule it
ln e and abroad.

We promise to be present at every
meeting of the Christisn Endeavor Depart.

ment. and take some part in it.  There is
only one reason for absence acceptable, and
that is, when we can conse
Master to excuse us from our

6. Weare members of the Church first, and
as i consequence, an active member of th
League, and we therefore promise to be trie
to all our duties as members of the church.
7. Weaim to make our outward conduct
consistent with our profession, and therefore
agree to abstain from all amusements and
habits of which we believe God would dis
up]m-w

\

bring our money
|u|| life, and promise to honor
it, as he has prospered us,
such principles a bond of friend.
ship is formed, and we believe in perpetuat.
ing it by kindly words and deeds.
10. We strive to be soul-winners, and we
endeavor to bring those with whom we as-
sociate to a saving knowledge of Christ.

up into our cons
iod with

TIMELY REMARKS,

This is our pledge, our obligation, spread
out plainly before us. 1t involves principles
vy loyal follower of Christ should
s to assume for his Master's sake.
carry it out rwlumno much grace,
determination, and persistence.  Cultivate
what you have of llwﬂe qualities, and ask

you shall not ask in vain.

God for more and
A plede of thi
less, Very helpful to the individual and to
the society, if thoughtfully assumed, and
faithfully performed ; but utterly hel
when it becomes a dead letter, without bind-
ing power upon the consciences of those con-
cerned. For our own sake, our League's

sake, our Church’s sake, our Master's sake,
the world's sake, let the Leagues of Canada
be faithful to their covenant. |

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.
This meeting is the one nearest to the date
of the anniversary of the organization of the
Epworth League. State this fact, enlarging
somewhat upon it, und show the appropriate-
ness of studying the pledge which contains
the vrinciples of the League's purpose and
action. Invite your pastor to give a ten-
minutes address on *Our Anniversary,”
showing the growth, power, and present ef-
ficiency of the League, especially in Canada.
After the consideration of tlw tu]nc Imve the
active and
and solemnly renew their pledgml ﬁequent
each member a week in advance to bring
pledge card.  Hold a brief testimony meet-
ing suggesting as a nul)]ect ** What the
League has done for me.” Pray for the in-
creased power and usefulness of the League
for the new year.

~“THE GIFT OF POWER.”
Actx. 1: 15

Home Reapises
Promised by prophets.
4411

MAY 21,

Mon., May 15,

'l'm-l May 16, Promised by ’rnun.
ower

wl.) May 17. The enduemient o
u., May 15, The work of the Spirit
Fri,, May 190, Guided by the Spiri Acts 8 : 2040,
Sat,, Quic] kened by the Hlllnl Ezek. 871 114

It is a great matter to return to first
principles, and realize afresh their power
and importance. In the theological world,
after years of speculation and vain philoso-
phizing, the call is heard, *‘back to Christ.”
And in individual Christian ex rience, as
well as in the great work of the Church,
wisely may thu command he ven. **back
to Pentecost,” back to the first pnnclpleu of
our faith. The gift of power was the gift of
the Holy Spirit—the central event of Pente-
cost, the central force of the Church in all




