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Mr. Todd keeps bees himself, and since
he has been living in Victoria has found
out many things of interest about the
local conditions. He is still engaged in
the work, and after he has visited the
whole of the province and conducted more
experiments he hopes t0 be in a position
to give reliable information in regard to
what can be done here in the way of

keeping bees for profit.
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During his visit
found that disaster
bee colonies last year.
a barren one so lar as honey was cen-
cerned, all through the western part of
North America, Vancouver Island suf-
fered along with the rest, but the bee-
keepers who thoroughly understood the
business were able to avert disaster. At
Cowichan, however, the people did not
and the result was that out of 77
the neighborhood only
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empty hives,
would have kept the bees alive and they
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the season’s work.

The cause of the disaster was the efforts
of the bees to make up for the lack of
honey. When they found that the nec-
taries of the flowers were dry they set
about gathering the honeydew secreted by
the aphis. This was stored away in the
combs, and when consumed during the
winter brought on an attack of dysentery
which Had the
keepers known they would have taken out
the combs containing the honeydew and
fed pure sugar syrup in its place, giving
the bees back the honeydew in the spring
when they were able to exercise and not
suffer ill effects

The loss from dysentery in the Duncan

resulted disastrously.

from its consumption.
district last year Mr. Todd estimates at
$1,240. The loss will not only be to the
keepers of bees but will have a bad effect
on the fruit crop, as there will be no bees
This is the first
time in the history of bee-keeping at Dun-

to polenize the flowers.

can when this has happened.
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It has been generally thought that the y
honey gulhered in this district was taken
from the clover blossoms. This Mr. Todd
has proved is only partly correct for the
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