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BODILY SUFFERING.

All who believe in the providence and
‘Word of God. His hand in sick-
ness or other physical ailments and dis.
comforts. The Lord Jesus did not ex-
aggerate in the least when he said, “Are
mot two sparrows sold for a farthing ¢
And one of them shall not fall on the
ground without your Father. But the
very hairs of your head are all number-
ed.” Nothing apparently is more casual
than the tossing of pebbles into a cap
or urn, and yet even these are under
divine direction. “The lot js cast into
the lap; but the whole disposing there-
of is of the Lord.” A soldier in the
tumult of battle “drew a bow at a ven
ture,” but it sped to the accomplish-
ment of Jehovah's predicted purpose,
Joseph's brethern threw him into a pit,
from which he emerged to enter a dun
geon, but God sent him before them to
preserve life.

The i , the iscience,
the ommipotence, the very existence of
God makes it certain that He touches
everything, everywhere, whether with
or without secondary cause; and any
other view is as unphilosophical and
unscientific as it is unseriptural, It is
absurd, therefore, to suppcse that sick-
Tess or any bodily suffering comes up
on us by accident, or by tle iron rule
of a natural law that knows no master,
and has no object. Sometin.es it is sent
as a chastening, “The Loxd struck the
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto Da
vid, and it was very sick.” It was well
with the child, for it was safely shelter-
ed in the bosom of Him who struck it,
but the blow was designed to reach the
father’s heart. “For this cause many
are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep. For if we judge ourselves,
we should not be judged. But when
We are judged, we are chastened of ..e
Lord, that we should not be condemn-
ed with the world,”
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Men are ready to accept a general
providence, while denying a particular,
as if there could be any general without
particulars, or as if little things were
not essential to the production of
great results, They admit that God
brings about the revolution of king.
doms, which rise and fall like corks
struck with feathers in the game of
shuttlecock, but they do mot perceive

and I make alive; I wound

“The Lord killeth and

: He bringeth down 1o the
up.

maketh poor and maketh rich: He
bringeth low and lifteth up.” “He doeth
according to His will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the eanth; and none can stay His hand
or say unto Him, What doest Thout”
“Shall there be evil in a city and the
Lord hath not done it§"

Nothing more, perhaps, need be said
to those who bow before the authority
of the sacred Scriptures to convinse
them that their bodily afflictions, no
matter how sore they may be, are to be
traced directly or indirectly to the will
of God. Why He permits them is an-
other question, and what Christians are
to do, when smarting under His stroke
is a question of very great importance,
especially in these days. There are
thousands of godly and sincere people

that all medical or remedial agencies
should be discarded, because their use
implies a lack of confidence in the
power and willingness of God to heal.
Many of them claim, and no doubt
truthfully, that they have been cured
of divers maladies in answer 15 pray-
er, and they do not see why the benefits
they have received should not be ex
tended to others, and, indeed, to all
sufferers.

But if we could calmy, and intelli-
gently consider this subject, which is of

In the third place, our faith-healing
T™h as a general thing go too far

or they do mnot go far enough, They
lay great stress upori the power the
Lord gave His apostles tq heal the
but the commission extends much be.
yond this. ‘“‘Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons,”
“In“My name shall they cast out de.
mons; they shall speak with new ton-
gues; they shall up serpents; and
if they drink any deadly thing it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on

vital moment to the sick, it must not be  the sick, and they shall recover,” Those
forgotten in the first place that similar  who claim supernatural power in the
claims, subst fated by abund evi i of faith do mot pretend to
dence, are put forth by those with cleanse the lepers, to raise the dead, to

whom the Christian oan have no fellow-
ship. Spiritualists, manifestly led by

, point with triumph to the num.
bers healed of deadly diseases by me-
Christian Science, so called,
not Christian, but wholly deyil
ish in its blasphemous assertions and
teachings, can tell of thousands  who
have been restored to heulth by their
mutterings.  Heaps of bandoned

cast out demons, to speak with new
tongues, to take up noxious serpents,
to drink poison; and yet surely they
ought to be able to do these things as
well as to heal, if they are acting under
the apostolic commission,
LAY

In the fourth place, the cures wrought

by the Lord Jesus and qu “postles wer:

crutches, and other memorial: of con
quered disease at Lourdes, France, at
test the reality of the benefit received
by the pilgrims who crowd together for
healing from the Virgin Mary, Bcores
of educated men and women bear wit
ness to the healing power wielded by an
mtterly fanatical sect, known as “Ovor
comers,” and marvellous oures are con
stantly reported as emanating from simi-
lar sources.
. "

Of course it is not intimated that
ble faots

and P There was
no slow and imperfect recovery, as
with nearly all modern faith-healers,
nor were there any failures except in
one lanhnco of uubo'lld, when a llﬂu'r

g s son, gr ly tor
by a foul spirit, to the disciples “that
they should ocast him out, and they
could not.” But the failures in the
faith-healing of our day are vastly in
excess of the number cured, The pub
lic knows only of those who have been
restored to health, while perhaps every
experlenced pastor in the country is

these indisp disprove the
¢enuineness of the cures wrought by the
instrumentality of brethern who stand
on much higher and holier ground,
But they show that the beliver should
not be moved from Scripture by mere
success. Long ago it was ordained that
if a prophet give a sign or a wonder,
and “the sign or the wonder come

pass,” his Sact o b

< dred receives

q with some who hLave e
sorted in vain to this method of res-
toration. Probably not one in one hun-
any permanent benefit
I:lom the professional faith-healers, and
the di g s 1

are pted
to despair, lest the failure is to be
found in their want of faith,

In the fifth place, the gift of healing

was to P y
and he himself put to death when he
turned the people from the Lord. He
tells us that the time fs coming when
false Christs and false prophets “‘shall
show great signs and wonders; inso-
much that, if it were possible, they
shall the very slect;" and in the
last days, under the Anti-Christ, the
alse prophet “‘doeth great wonders, so
that he maketh fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of
men, and deceiveth them that dwell on
the earth by those miracles which he
lt::..h power to do in the sight of the

"

In the second place, most of the cures
wrought by faith-healing, as it is called,
are of nervous and hysterical charac-
ter. Persons of morbid temperament
can eudly imagine that they have spin-
al disease, or cancer, or tumor, or eon-
sumption, or any other malady; and
fo them it is a horrible reality for a
time. Anything that will
minds away from themselves, and lead
them to believe that restoration is pos-
sible, is usually an effective remedy,
But a true child to God would tather
bc-iokth-nconnontomcﬁhnd-uu
dishonour the Lord Jesus and
are contrary to his word. Nor will he
parmit pious frauds, perpetrated in the
interests of a theory, to go unrebuked.
Thus when a person arose in a great
faith-healing meeting, and declared that
a eye been removed from
his head, but as a result of his faith
and adointing God had put a new eye
in the empty socket, and healed the
other eye, which was almost blind,
every m.& man, and pnﬂoulhl.ﬂw
every 0 present, ought to haye
denounced the {mposter.

is not bestowed upon all, as generally
believed and taught. It it plainly
written, “To one is given by the Spirit
the word of wi i to another the
word of knowledge, by the same Mpirit ;

to another the gifts of healing, by the
same Spirit, , Are all apostles?
are all phets ? all teach

are 1 are
all workers of miracles? have all the
gifts of healingt do,all speak with
tongues? do all interpret? Admitting,
then, that the gift of healing was not
confined to the times of the apostles,
but that it might be bestowed now if
there was faith to receive the power,
it does not follow that everyone has the
gift, or that every sufferer can be reliey-
ed. Therefore, the assertions so often
heard or read that anybody who has
faith can heal or be healed, is utterly
unscriptural, as is the common disre-
gard of the injunction, “Is any sick
among you? let him call for the elders
of the church; and lot them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord.” A devout man or
@ pious woman, going about to call on
the sick and to anoint them, often un-
solicited, can by no possible stretch of
the imagination be converted into the
elders of the church. Oil was not only
an emblem of the Holy Ghost, but it
was & lial agent ly em-
ployed at that time; nor need the in-
telligent Christian fear that he is sin-
nng against God in the employment of
human remedies, when he remembers
that an inspin ded a
plaster of figs to L used for the vrecoy-
ory of a sick king: and that an inspired
apcstle d a tired and exhaustei
preacher to drink no longer water, but

1 use a little wine for his stomaa's
often infirmities.
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