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. Los Angeles, Cal., Feb. 5.—That
“God has a purpose and a design in
Permitting trouble and sorrow. to
continue in this world is claimed by
the preacher in this sérmon on the
mysteries of life; text, Genesis xviii.,
14, “Is anything too hard for the
Lord?”

* . *‘God is a spinit, infinite, eternal
and unchangeable in his being, wis-
dom, power, holiness, justice, good-
mess and truth.”” This is the defini-
tion of God found in the Westmin~
ster Shorter Catechism. No man or
Body of men could give a cemplete

ition. of all’ that -God is. His
mfiture ‘transcends all human oconcep-
tion. Language fails in the attempt
to demcribe his infinite perfection.
SBtrive as we may, we realize that he
is far beyond all that we can think
or imagine. Probably no one has
framed an utterance that comes so
mear to- the truth as this of the
Westminster divines, and, though it
48 confessedly inadequate, it stands
wmparalleled in the struggle to reach
the unattainabile.

It is a strange story that is told
of its erigin: The convocation of the
Westminster divines was drawing to
its close. For nearly six long years,
since July'l, 1643, they had been
meeting almost daily in the famous
hall of Westminster which now bears
their name. They had organized for
the church a ‘‘directory of public
worship’’ and had almost finished
the larger and the shorter cate-
chisms. Their work was practically
finished with but one exception.
‘They could not frame a definition
which would clearly, comprehensive-
1y and completely answer the ques-
tion, “What is God?’” At last, in
the midst of a heated debate, a
Young man - who was comparatively
&n obscure member arose and said,
“Let us pray.”” Then he commenced
~his  prayer in these simple words:

0 @od, thou who art a spirit, in-

finite, eternal and unchangeable in

Ally being, wisdom, power, holiness,

. 3 and truth, teach us

what thou art!”

! 3 “With that,” so
says tradition,
the Westminst

Salered accerding to Aot dﬁmn--tncn-
=

‘‘all the members of
convocatiod - leaped

Beginiith : 3
i 8 prmxﬁc;,l/illuus-
i uc an GO‘ do t 7] we. say,
Nicodemus, ‘‘How. can _these

ot -we trust to say
th the angel who talked with Ab~
raham’s wife, “‘Is anything too hard
for the Lord?” A great flood of in-
spired light now fills your soul. You
snswer: “No, no; n impos-

#nite, eternal and unchangeable in
His being, wisdom, power, holiness,
0 ess and truth,” .
- God is all powerful, all ' presen
4all seeing, You grant it. Thén I’
_invi ou to consider the na-
of your belief? Wo
why a God of unlimit-
not remove some of

“itiesn ‘mre the energids wh

.to illuminate our habitations!

have rainbows pla
among the falling, springing, tumbl-
ing waters of the fountains of that
garden. With a mere word He could
have every man’s table groaning un-
der the richest treasures of orchards
and gardens and fields. He could
furnish to each home the finest  of
wardrobes and the most resplendent
of jewels and the costliest of earth-
ly treasures. The sheep upon a thou-
sand hills all belong to God.  The
gold buried in the darkest of mines
is His. The pearls glistening in the
opened shells of the oysters lying by
the coral reefs among the entangled
*gardens of the seas’’ are all His.

The far reaching commandment
which God spoke to Adam of eld He
speaks to us: ‘““Cursed is the ground
for  thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou
eat of it all the days of thy life;
thorns and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the
herb_of the fleld; in the sweat of thy
brow shalt thou eat bread till thou
return unto the groumnd, for out of
it wast thou taken, for dust thou
art, and unto dust thou shalt ce-
turn.”’

““Cursed be the growad for thy

sake!’’" I remember heing struck with
& practical illustration of what God
meant by that semntence. Some years
ago out in the coun I was walk-
ing over the hillsides overlooking a
beautiful valley filled with rich
farms. I said to the companion by
my side: ““Look! Did you ever see a
more beautiful country than that?
God is certainly a rich provider for
His children.”” ‘“Yes,”” answered my
companion, ‘‘but did you ever stop
to think that though God’s wealth
is unlimited, He gives but few of
the necessities to man unless man is
ready to work for them? God gives
us the soil; God gives us the seeds.
But the essential food products
which come from that soil must be
developed by unceasing toil. This
fact is_emphatically true of all the
cereals:”” Then I commenced to pon-
der over the words of my friend, and
I said: ‘‘Yes, you are right. Never
since the fall of man has God pro-
vided for man wheat or rye or corn
unless man as a farmer will culti-
vate . those cereals. ' All kinds of
weeds may grow wild, all kinds of
thorns and thistles certainly do grow
wild, but the cereals will not grow
wild.”” From the earth man must ob-
tain his bread. He must work or
starve. The soil must be prepared;
the seed must be sown; the harvest
must be gathered, The divine warn-
ing to Adam that he and his des-
cendants must labor for the means
of lifé has been fulfilled. Man has

+ been sowing and planting ever since,

Other forms of vegétable _life may
grow wild, but not the cereals,

Let me remind you, too, how lim-

; 2 ich God

has _in His control. Everywhere there

is power and’ force, . but than must

atiently study and discover for him- | ;
) | we know they have

p::a Very slowly has he learned
the "
is placed. God t

the whole. to him 'dt the outset, hut
He ‘wished + him to find it out for
himiself, &nd" a¥ ésch source of power
was discovered he must learn how to
harness it aright that it may do his
b and reliéve him of toil. Go
to  Niagara Falls and take your
stand on the ledge of rock  called
Observation Point and watch that
rush of water g from the
heights. What power js' there to
light our cities, to bear our burdens,
Yet
for countless ages it has béem rum-
ning to waste because man did not

‘know  how to harness it aright.

Stand on the seashore and see the
power in the incoming tide., Quietly
and resistlessly wave succeeds wave,
breaking impotently on the rocks,
yet there is power there that might
be turmed to account. The little
streamlet- that tirns the wheel of
the village mill, grinding the corn
and wheat for a whole valley, is
feeble beside the billows of the sea.

8, 100, man may yet learn to

iess that it may work .for him

L in two ways.
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It was not in vindictiveness or for

. His own sake that He cursed 'the

ground. The sentence was beneficial
and remedial, -“‘Curged is the ground
for thy sake.” God is allowing the
thorns and the thistles to grow
wild ingtead of the wheat and the
barley. Why? By the bayonet thrusts
of those thorns God is driving us
closer and closer to himself. By put-
+ting us in the treadmill of unceasing
daily<* #il God is teaching us to turn

Jowes away from temptation. He

also teaching us to turn them to-
ward himself. Work serves a. useful
purpose. Our toil and difficulty and
sorrow are intepded to draw us near-
er to himself. When trust in God and
love of him have filled the hearts. of
men, when the knowledge of God
covers the earth as the waters cover
the seéa, then poverty will have ful-
filled its mission and will be elimi-
nated from this weary world, for
then, says Isaiah, ‘“Instead of the
thorn shall come up the fir tree, and
instead of the brier shall come '‘up
the myrtle tree, and it shall be to
the Lord for a name, for an ever-
lasting sign that shall not be cut
off.”” Oh, sinner, thank God to-day
that He makes your callous hand
stick to the plow of daily toil in or-
der that your feet shall follow the
narrow and straight groove of vir-
tue and truth and purity and gospel
consecration and right.

God could easily take out of this
world all physical ailments if he
would. He could change the invalid
chairs of the homes, the operating
tables of the hospitals,”the medicine
bottles of the drug stores, the ear
trumpets of the deaf, the ambulance
wagons and the anaesthetics and the
splints and the bandages of a mili-
tary surgeon’s outfit and make them
as unsuitable and antiquated ar-
ticles for modern use as the chop-
sticks of the Chinese would be for
the Caucasian race or the sandals
of an Arab chief would be for the
short-legged Eskimo of the Arctic.
He could at a mere word straighten
the crooked limbs and loosen the
dumb lips and strengthen the weak
lungs. God did it in the past; . He
can do it now. God is the same
‘‘yesterday, to-day and forever-
more.”” But God does not take all
sickness out of this world because He
does not wish physical pain and suf-
fering to cease to perform their
apiritual mission in the world.

Yes, my brother, blessings can
come and do come from physical pain
First, in the influence
of sickness upon those who are sick.
You can read this truth in the looks
of those who have bheen near to
death’s door. When Dante used to
walk through the streets of the city
of his adoption, the passersby would
stop and look at him and in awe
tay, ‘““There goes a man who has
been in hell.”’  When we msee Christiam
men and womeén who have lain under
the shadow of deéth im a sickroom

had experiences
‘which have influenced them even as

| Dante had when, with Virgil as his

guide, he trod the hot, blistering
Bands where dwelt and agonized the
multitudes of the *“lost and the de-
stroyed.”” We also know that their
experiences of suflering have molded
their lives for good. ‘‘Jesus, thou
son: of David, have mercy on mé1’’
criéd blind Bartemeus in his physical
weakness . to the passing  Christ.
“‘Jesus, thou son of David, have
miércy om me!’’
Christ in our physical torture. Do
you not see any blessing in pain,

any spiritual mission in physical suf-.

fering in your past life?

Beneficent is the sick bed for ‘the
iizalld. Blessed is its influence upon
those who come in touch also with
the sanctified sufferer, Wendell Phil-
lips would not bave been s brave
and as true a man as he was had his
life not been inspired by the bravery
of that sick wife who always kept
saying to him: On, Wendell, on!
God has a mission for “You. While
you are out battling in his name I
will be here praying and waiting for
you.” Could any one read the eulogy
Robert J. Burdette wrote about his
dead wife and not realize that the
frail little woman whom he for:years
cgrried ‘around - in his arms had a
mighty mission in molding and de-
veloping hér husband’s life for spirit-
ual good? By the letters my mother
wrote me from her sick room and by
the letters you have received from s

| sick wife or a sick daughter or a sick
‘mother who was at that time in the

shadow of death you know that some

‘of God's mightiest agents for the sal-’

Bnd fevered brows.
friends, God will never take out
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veloped in his struggles against the
trials of the worid.

Basy would it be for God to me
‘death &n impossibility, When Christ
'atood by the bier of ‘‘the only son of
his mother, and she a widow,” he
was able to make a silent corpse
open its eyes wond sit up. He said,
‘Young man, I say  unto - thee,
arise!’” When Christ went to the
tomb of dead Lazarus he said to
Mary and Martha: ““Thy brother is
not dead. He is only asleep.”’ Christ
looked upon death then in the same
way you and I would stand:over the
crib  in which slumbers one of  our
little children. We know that we
can bend qver the crib and kiss our
little one and say: ‘‘Wake, baby.
Papa is here.”’ Then the baby will
awake and come to our arms. Christ
only had to speak, and Lazarus came
forth. The day is coming when
Christ will speak and all the family
tombs lnd the ‘‘God’s half acres’
and ‘the lonely graves on western
prairies and the wrecked and sunken
hulks of the Atlantic and the Pacific
Oceans lying at the foot of coral
reefs will give up their dead. But
until that day death must reigm, and
only through death can we enter into
life and into that land where there
is no more death.

Has death no purpose in the divine
economy? Have all the agonies and
Sorrows and bereavement8 no wise
design? Ask that father who when he
parted with his beloved child learned
to love and trust God and lived a
hallowed life ever after in the hope
of once more (clasping her in his
arms. Ask that husband whose wife
passed from his ken and whose days
of loneliness drove him for comfort
to him whose love brightens every
sayrow. It is at a fearful cost that
some men learn the lesson of faith,
but once learned they bless even the
loss that taught them. Our earthly
loss may mean our heavenly gain.
The agonies of death may yet be
swallowed up in victories that shall
never die.

In this I find la message of con-
solation. Our gifts, our sorrows, our
sacrifices, all the pain and sadness
and weariness we bear, are not lost.
They are intrusted to Christ, who
uses them all in his ministry of love.
The Divine Father accepts the offer-

we have cried tof

Oh, no,

ing and transforms it into a treas-
ury of gems, an eternal palace, in
which we shall live forever with our
Lord. There we shall find our loved
ones whom we lost; there our heart-

| aches and tears take on the form of

!

brilliant crowns, whose glory shall
never fade, and in the terrible black
winged monster of death we recognize
1Q,he white mwinged angel of eternal
ife.

But though @ have been talking
about the things it would be easy
for God to do I cannot close without
uttering one word in reference to
one of ‘‘God’s impossibles.”” It is
easy for us to be saved if we will
be saved in God’'s way. He has given
his only begotten Son to die for us.
He has given his Spirit to sanctify
us. He has made it easy for us to
be saved. But he will not save us
against our own will. That is im-
possible even to God. We must yield
to him, renounce our sin and accept
his offer of salvation. © man, will
you resist? Will you continue in re-
bellion? Will you not rather say: ‘I
give myself to thee. Maké me thine
own child through Jesus Christ our
Lord?"
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The Value of Charcoal

Few Peorle Know How Useful it is in

Preserviag Health ard Beauty.

Nearly everybody xnows that char-
coal is the safest and wost efficient
disinfectant and purifier in nature,
but few realize its value when taken
into the hvman system for the same
cleansing purpose.

Charcoal is a8 remedy that the more
you take of it the better; it is not a
drug at all, but asimply gbsorbs the
gases and imjurities alwaye present
in the stomach and intestines and
carries thew out of the system.

Charconl sweetens the breath after
smoking, drinking, or after eating
onijons and other odorous vegetables.

Charcoal effectually clears and
impcoves the complexion, it whitens
the teeth and further acts as a pa-
tural and eminently safe cathartie,

It absorbs the iojurious gases
which collect in the stomach and
bowels ; it disinfeets the mouth and
throat from the poison of catarrh.

All druggists sell charcoal in one
form or another, but ;robably the
best charcodl and the moust for the
money is in Stuart’s Charcoal Lozen-
ges; they are composed of the finest
‘mdered Willow: ehareoal, and other

armiess antiseptics in tablet form
of rather id the forny of large, ; leas-
ant tasting lozenges, the charcoal

‘mixed with hovey,

- 'The daily use of thewse lozenges will
soon tell in & much imnjroved condi-
‘tion of the general health, better
domy lexion, sweeter breath and purer
| blood, ‘and the beauty of it is, that
; ble barm ®en result from
itinued use. but on the con-
great benefit.
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By Wire and Afr.

An accldental experiment {n the ve-
locity of sound is recounted by a cor-
respondent. He went to his teiephone,
and just as he put the receiver to his
ear he heard the click of another tele-
phone. Another receiver had been re-
moved and the line was open.

Then he heard through the telephone
the shriek of a locomotive whistle, and
a few seconds later the sound came
through the open window in the usual
way. Looking up, he saw a locomotive
half a mile away, passing the house of
a friend.

The mystery was solved. The tele-
phone that was open was that at the
distang house, and the sound of the
whistle had come through its trans-
formation into an electric current
quicker than it had traveled through
4he air.

81,000 REWARD
For A Case OF Incurable Constipa-
tion.

To a person who can’t be cured of
constipation by Dr. Hamilton’s Pills,
the above reward will be paid. No
cathartic medicine gives such lasting
satisfaction or effects such marvel-
lous cures as Dr. Hamilton’s Pills,
Reliefi mmediately follows for head-
ache, biliousness and stomach dis-
orders. No griping pains, no burning
sensations, nothing but the most
pleasant relief attends the use of Dr.
Hamilton’s Pills—others not so good.
Price 25¢. a box, at all dealers.

Sclentists Semt Fer Triar

Toronto, Feb. 10.—After taking
the evidence of Mrs. Isabella Stew-
art in regard to the practice of
Christian Science, Magistrate Deni-
son yesterday committed for trial
for manslaughter Mrs. Sarah Good-
fellow, Elizabeth Lee, Isabella Grant
and William Brundette. Bail was re-
newed at $1,000.

Minard's Liniment Cures Colds, eto,
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WE HAVE ON HANU
A LARGE SUPPLY OF

LIME, i
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SEWER PIPE, 1
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A Few DNoors West
of Post Office,
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Ceylon Tea Natural Green is pure, healthtul and
delicious. Tt is sold only in Sealed lead packets. the
84me as the well-known Salada Black teas. - ‘By all
grocers. Given the highest award and gold medal
at 8t. Louws k xposition 1904.

Either Ingrain, Tapestry or Brussels, any size at a small cost.
Disinfecting, Cleaning, Fitting¢ Sewing, Taking Up, Laying or Altered to Suit

SPECIALLY GROWN FOR JAPAN
‘ TEA DRINKERS =
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Made
From Your Old
Carpets.
Carpet

UPHOLSTERING—AIl kinds of FURNITURE REPAIRED.
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Write for Circulars or call upon

THE OHATHAM OARPETY CLEANING AND RUG M’F°G WORKS

THOS F.ORR. rrOP.

King 8t., West of P.O

Chatham. Phone ¢4

IS THERE ANYTHING
THE MATTER WITH

Your Eyes?

Do you have those sick head-
aches? [f so, have vour eyes
examined at once. Eye strain
causes headaches, by remov-
ing the cause we effect a per-
manent cure. Wise people
realize that the proper fitting
of glasses should mnever be
guessed at.  We have a skil-
led Optician who is competent
to examine your eyes and sup-
ply the needful glasses.

At the Sign of the Big Clock

A.A. JORDAN

King Street, Chatham,

The Building Season
is close at hand and if you intend
doing anything in this line it would pay
you to call and inspect our large stock
and get our prices vefore placing your
ordec elsewhere.

Estimates given on Buildings Com-

plete. Hardware io connection.

Blonde Lumber and W'f'g 0o./ Ltd,

Phone 52, Lumber Dealers,”
Builders and Conuraetors

BUY YOUR
COAL NOW

To Look Clean
As gratifying.

To be Clean
Is satisfying. You will enjoy both
when you place your linen with us,
for we do our work by the most
modern methods known to our
4 3

" (o Parisisn Steam
Lauadry 0.. Phone 20

We handle Coal and Wood
Wholesale and Retail,  All
orders receive prompt attention
Tel. 253. Cor. William and
G.TR.

SERLING & KOVINSKY

Coal »~vo
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