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way over (lie «nine territory n« aiil is propose»I to lie given in tlu> I.ill umler dis
cussion- that i . llie liovernnient has provided that n railway, xvhich is no longer 
under the exclitsixe jurisdiction of the 1'rovinee and which may well he said to 
have lost its right to any subsidy, is preserved in that right and given further time 
to htiild its line and earn -tt.tMmi acres a mile for so doing. What consistency we 
have here! There is not n «pleation of a doubt that compliance with Section i 
of that Ai l, which lias been extended, was a condition precedent to the right to 
build the railway and earn the land grant; yet, notwithstanding that the Coluin- 
bia A: Western hail lost this right through its own default, its right was revived 
and continued, and this a road beyond the exclusive jurisdiction of the Province. 
Contrast this action will! that pursued by the 1 lovernment in regard to the 
Victoria, Vancouver & Eastern ltuilway and Messrs. Mackenzie A: Mann. There 
all aid was taken aw ay and repudiation rode rampant throughout. These facts 
make one pause to consider the meaning of it all. Could we believe that all this 
was done in tin- public interest or in accordant-** with the (jovcrnnieut’s belief of 
what is in the best interests of the people, while we could not commend or ap- 
prove it, yet it migiil be thought to Im sincere; but how can this be thought when 
there is a declared policy of not aiding any railway beyond the exclusive juris
diction of the Province, and ill the same time we see express aid granted, because 
in effect is a regrant by statute of aid to a railway declared to be for the gcu- 
eial advantage of Canada. When all these facts are closely scanned, it becomes 
patent to all tii.it tin* scheme is to have the road between Midway and Penticton 
built by tin C. P. It.. i.e„ the Columbia »V Western, which railway company will 
receive 2tl,(HM) acres of land per mile from the Province, because it is impossible 
for any other company to be formed that will be «•ompelled to be umler the ex
clusive jurisdiction of the Provinei, and at the men y of tin* C. I*. It. and unable 
to form any connection with any other system of railway, which will be willing 
to embark its money in such a cul «le sa* no connection by way of the lower 
Mainland to the coast cities and no connection with other systems of railway to 
the south and on to Eastern Canada. Mail the (hivernaient come out openly and 
declared for a policy of no competing lines of railway with the (’. P. It., no paral
leling id' the C. P. It. lines within the Province, we could have met such policy 
intelligently and considered it in the light of what is best for the Province: but 
in this way we have an attempt to throttle public opinion and blind the iieople
to what is in effect a pidicy hut a policy the t internment has not the...... tirage to
submit to public gaze -and by dissimulation nideniur to cloak it as they have 
done. All these considerations point to the utter want of proper appreciation of 
the needs of the country and punctuate the charge that there is no consistency 
of policy in tin* (lovernment. Section N of the bill is a direct hit at the best in
terests of the Province, as the railway company which, in earning the subsidy 
would he of the greatest ndviinlnge to the Proximo, xvoitld be a railway company 
which had its poxvers front tin* Dominion, in that it could have inter provincial 
ami international connections: but, as the bill reads, im such mail can earn the 
aid. The result is that Itritish Columbia is. by the policy of this ( lot eminent, at 
the mercy of mu- system of ralhvay. Can this be said t*> be in the best interests 
of the Province"/ Can it be that the members o| this House coming from the 
lower .Mainland and the Kootenay's will endorse the action and policy of this 
Government now so clearly portrayed": Assuredly not .if they are in any xvay 
actuated with the desire to consent the interests of their constituents. In fact, 
the House as a xx hole must condemn this policy of the < iovermneiit. Filially, 
Section S id' I lie bill is tin Canadian; it is unpatriotic; it xvoitld seek lo set the 
Province against the Dominion: it would seek t• ■ destroy tin* unity of legislation 
and national organism. Each in its oxvn sphere has its part, but after all the 
Dominion m its authority must at times trench on provincial territory and inci- 
ilentally affect provincial enterprses: but. xvhen provincial enterprises take oil the 
character of national enterprises, rightly these may be declared for the general 
advantage of Canada, ami being of that character, xx hy should they not receive 
Federal aid? To deny to them Federal aid means, perhaps, to prevent their 
flotation, and thereby the result is delny and retardment of the development of 
the country. (Cheers.)

MR. IIEEMCKEN. speaking to the amendment, again condemned the legis
lation proposed by the tloverniimiit.

At 11:20 p.tn. the Speaker put the «piestion, and the House lilletl for the 
division. The House divided xvhen 1 here voted—

For the amendment .............................................................................. Iff
Against ............................................................................................................. 20

Government majority .............................................................................. *

The bill was then rend a seront! time. The following is the Division liât:


