
liny I),' iriii', tlicii a^.iin I repeat —tlv,' old Cliunh i-. the (IIuik li ot

Irel.iml ; ihu new Chun h is the (!huu;li n|' Rume. Sii( h i.s tlie history

such the (hitiiiitivc character of the atnieiit Irisli Cluirch.

fAIRI'iTISM A CdMMuN Mil IINC. CUftUND.

My re\eieiiil i)rciaruii, 1 li ive veiitiireil thi-. d ly iiUD the rielcl ol

CDiitroversy, not, liod kii nvcth, Cor oiitrowr'.y's <\kv. My real inotive

I'or ileahii^ with this (luesliou l\as l)eeii a very cliflcreiU (Hie. lUit ( hielly

it has heeii my earnest desire, hy recalhiig our iniiids this day to tiie

|)ositi()ii whi( h, a-- Irishmen and as Irish ('huri hmeii. we ()C(U|)y in our

fatherland, to kindle, or when kindled to strengthen, m each heart a

llame ot true Christian [latriotisin.

I'ATKiorisM Aiiovr: ski.fintI'.ukst.

I.et patriotism take the j-lacc of sell-interest. We are, of course, n(jt

only allowed, we are hound to assert and defend our own rights ; and

they who weakly \\vU\ them up to the a^'i^ressor are the enemies of the

common Ljood. ISut there are times when the welfare of ihe country

demands a sacrifi< e--a sa( ritlce, it maybe, of ease, or money, or fondly-

cherished homes. Let it he known to all men that a love of country is

the master-principle which constrains us— in other words, that in the

presence of patriotism seU interest is prepared to take a lower place.

IHI PkKSIA I CRISIS.

But, let us i)ring these thouyhts to bear more immediately on the

reciuireinents of this present time. The minds of many of our fellow-

countrymen are just now agitated by a desire for certain legislative

changes, which (if I am to judge Irom the unanimous voice of our

General .Synod) are regarded hy Irish (Churchmen generally as ])regnant

with disastrous results. Now, regarding the iire.seiu state of discpiietude,

not as partisans, but as ministers of Christ, we are bound, 1 think, to

ask ourselves, in the sight of (iod, a serious (piestion. In what spirit,

and in what words should we apjjroach those who differ from us on the

subject? Are we to a|)pr{)ach them as enemies and aliens? Let us

be loyal, each of us, to our own convictions, and frankly make them
known. Let us strive, if need be, by honest arguments to win others

to what we believe to he truth. Hut let us not forget meanwhile that

we have one God and Father of all, one Saviour, one Sanctifier, and let

us remember too that we have one fatherland ?

THl': QUESTION OF THE DAY—STRANGE FALLACIES.

But if we are to grajiple with the exigencies of the present crisis we
must go further than this. " Fellow-countrymen," we may say, let us

now take our stand on this common meeting place of i)atriotism, and

let us reason together as to the special (piestions which are even now
awaiting our decision. You are *old by your advisers that Ireland needs

a separate Legislature, in order that she may l)ecome a nation. Here

is an appeal to your nationality. Let us see how much it is worth. Is

not England a nation as ilistinguished from Scotland and Ireland ; and

yet she has no separate Legislature of her own. Is it not with Ireland

even as with her ? Both have an Imperial nationality as ])ortions of the

British ICmpire, and each has a separate national existence as well. But,

again, you are tokl that you are now governed l)y JMigluiul, and that a

separate Legislature is necessary to free you from that yoke. It is not,


