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83P. SCENE IN THK MANDWIf'H ISLANDS.

C H A P T E R V 1.

OCEANIA.

li

796. The sixth great division of the world com-
prises the islands of the Indian ajid Pacific Oceans.

All these islands taken tog(>ther are called Oceania,

and they are usually divided into three .separate

groups

—

Malaysia, Australasia, and Polynesia.

MALAYSIA.
797. The islands in this group lie near Asia, on

the south. They are sometimes called tlie East
India Islands. The most important islands are

Sumatra, Java, Bnriwo, Celebes, the .]fohiccas, and
the Philippine Islands.

708. These islandK arc (generally iiiniiiitain(i\iH. .Sdiiie uf

them havi' lofty vokannes. lOarthquakes and hurritanes aic
of frequent occurrence.

799. All thf! i.slands are near the Equator. The
climate is hot and moist, and the soil is fertile.

The products ai'i' rice, sugar, coffee, .spices, tobacco,

and various fruits of hot countries.

The forests are dense like those of Brazil. They yield

ebony, rose-wood, fragrant sandal-wood, camphor, cinnamon,
and many valuable gums and dye-wo<ids.

HOO. The shores are covered with beautiful shell.s,

and the coast waters yield valuable pearls.

IVarls are founil in the nystiTS wliicli urn olitiilniMl amonR the rocks
at the hnttom nt lii,- h,-,i. Men x,, mit in hnats anil divo for tho nyston
This Is ilanKermiN, hard work, ami those who follow It aro said to be
shortlived.


