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fays ie, and to thofe W<o embraced it, are due o^^ grateful

acknowlegdments fo*4e learning that is at prefent in the world.

'< The Infidetfi^cited in Chriftian countries owe what learning

they haye'jSihfiftianity , and aft the part of thofe brutes,

which ^ftir'Iey have fucked the dam, turn about and ftrike

her——it'o Whom^ are we indebted for the knowledge of

" antiquities, facrcd and fecular, for every thing that is called,

^^fhikhgy, or xhcpter. humaniores ? To Chriftians. To whom

" for Gmmmars and Diftionaries of the learned languages ? To ^.

- Chriftians, To whom for Chronology, and the contmusu

*' tion of Hiftory through many Centuries ? To Chriftians. To

*• whom for rational fyttems of Morality and of Natwal Religion ?

" To Chriftians. To whom for improvements in Natural Fhilo-

fophy? To Chriftians. Towhom for Metaphyfical rcfearchea

- carried as far as the fubjeft will permit? To Chriftians. To

" whom for the moral rules to be obferved by nations m war and

peace ? To Chriftians. To whom iorJuriJpruder.ce, and for po-

litical knowledge, and Tor fettling the rights offubjefb, both

civil and religious, upon a proper foundation? To Chriftians.

Not to Atheifts or Deifts, fome of whom have been known ad-

vocates of tyranny. To whom for the great work of Reforraa-

" tion ? To Chriftians. Let me add ; and very often to Chriftiaa

" Divines.—-Great Britain in this and the laft Century hat^

" produced Deiftical or Atheiftical writers ; as Herbert, Hobbes,

" Toland, Shaftfbury, Collins, Mandeville, Woolfton^- Tindal,

" Morgan, ChuUb, Bolinbroke, Hume, and fome -^ho are ano*

" nymous. I fliall not enter into a detail of the various thmgf

«* which are juftly cenfurable in thefe Authors; but keeping the

•« prefent fubjeft in view, I obferve that fome of them have been

« ignorant and illiterate ; moft of them a fort of half-fcho lart

" and retailers of fecond-hand \^zks ; none of them eminently

" learned, or contributors to the advancement of erudition and

<' knowledge in any-x material arricle," Jortin's Sermons,

Vol. VII. p, 372' 373^ Edit. 17721 ,
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