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The poets have left me only a brief space to deal

with the historians.

Francois Xavier Garneau, a notary by profession,

and Secretary of the Municipality of Quebec, was
bom there in 1809. He was the first writer of

really brilliant parts produced by the race, but he
suffered from some limitations through being self-

educated. In 1845, after several years in Europe,
he published the first edition of his 'Histoire du
Canada,' in three volumes, of which in after years

three other editions were issued in French and two
in an English translation. Of the latter his friends

repeated the adage traduttore tradiUn'e.

Garneau was the first to bring together the
scattered materials of Canadian history into a
digested whole. Besides being marked by con-

siderable precision of style and a share of elegance,

it WP.8 a work of erudition and of great independence
of thought—so much, in fact, that the opposition of

the clergy of the day compelled the excerption of

certain passages, which consequently do not appear
in the later editions. In spite of this freedom of

thought, he fell into some of the sentimental bitter-

ness of his narrower compatriots at that time in his

references to the British. In his preface of 1859
he defends himself in these Avords :

" To the cause

embraced by me in this book—the preservation of

our religion, language, and laws—^belongs to-day our
own destiny. In persevering in the traditions of

our fathers, I have become the adversarv of the

policy of England, which has placed the two Canadas
under one Government with the purpose of destroy-

ing these three great features of the existence of the

.


