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May it Tleask Your Honour :

I have the honour to report that I have concluded the enquiriea which I wm
by Your Honour'* Commisiion bearing date the 30th day of June, 1910, appointed

to make " as to the laws relating to the liability of employer* to make compensation

to their employees for injuries received in the course of their employment which

are in force in other countries, and as to how far such laws are found to work

natisfactorily," and on the first day of April, 1913, I submitted to Your Honour a

draft bill embodying such changes in the law as in my opinion shouh" be adopted

in this Province, and I now proceed to state my reasons for recommending that

the draft bill should be passed into law.

At the outset of the enquiry it was contended by those who spoke on behJilf

of the workingmen: (1) That the law of Ontario is entirely inadequate in she

conditions under which industries are now carried on to provide just co pensation

for those employed in them who meet with injuries, or suffer froi industria.

diseases contracted in the course of their employment; and (2) thai under a jvwt

Inw the risks arising from these causes should be rgarded as risks of the industries

and that compensation for them should be paid by the industries.

With these two propositions thr^e representing the employers expressed their

agreement, though it is fair to say that it was probably not intended to ugree

that compensation should be paid in respect of industrial diseases.

Agreeing as I did with the contention of the workingmen there remained

only to be considered in what form and by what means the compensation should

be provided.

For the purpose of reaching a conclusion as to thia, and in obedience to ttie

dire Jons of the Commission, I made enquiry as to the laws in force in the principal

European countries, in the United States of America and in the Provinces of

Canada. I also visited Belgium, England, France, and Germany, and con-

sulted those concerned in administering the laws of those four countries, and other*
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